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Leading Lawyers at Convention
Disagree on Nixon Prosecution

NYT ¢lnday—

HONOLULU, Aug. 11 (AP)—

Some of the nation’s leading|puni

legal figures disagreed today
about whether \Richard M.
Nixon should be prosecuted for
alleged Watergate crimes.

It was uncertain, on the eve
of the 97th annual convention
of the American Bar Associa-
tion, whether the issue would
come up for formal debate.

In preconvention discussions,
there were conflicting opinions

- |eriminal prosecution.

on whether Mr. Nixon had been
shed eno by becoming
the first President to resign.
Former Attorney General El-
liot L. Richardson opposed

“I think that as a matter of
discretion he should not be
prosecuted and I hope that an
understanding to t effect
could be accomplished,” he said.

Mr. Richardson gave up the
Attorney General’s post last
Oct. 20 rather than follow
President Nixon's orders to dis-
charge the then Watergate
prosecutor, Archibald Cox.

Sargent Shriver, the 1972 Dem-
ocratic Vice-Presidential nom-
inee, opposed any immunity
from criminal prosecution.

“The President is under the
law like everyome else,” -said
Mr. Shﬂv?r, who]wﬂ conduct
a symposium on legal services
tomorrow. “And I think he's
responsible for his actions just
as any grownup is responsible.”

Another convention speaker,
Senator Sam J. Ervin Jr., Demo-
crat of North Carolina, said the

uestion was entirely up to

e office of the Watergate
prosecutor, Leon Jaworski, who

succeeded Mr. Cox. Mr. Ervin|:
was, chairman: of the Senate.

Watergate -committee,

The first reaction last week
of Chesterfield Smith, the bar
association president, was: “No
man is above the law. Judg-

ments  should be made on the|

merits of Mr. Nixon's case just
like anyone else.”

Mr. Smith said the question
of disbarring Mr. Nixon should
be raised only if the former

President decided to return tof'

law practice. . - ]

The bars of New York and
California both have begun pre-
liminary - investigations to de-
termine whether Mr. Nixon
should be banned from prac-
ticing law again.

Last year he said he had no
plans to return to his law prac-

tice after leaving the White
House. ]



