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Jail Term Cited Before It Was Set

Pan?l Probes Tape Mystery

ou Cannon
Washlnston Post Btaff Writer

The House Judiciary Com-

| mittee yesterday directed its

staff attorneys to investigate
2 mysterious reference in a
White House transcript of a
supposed March 22, 1973,
conversation which quotes
President Nixon as appar-
ently commenting on an
event before it oceurred.

Special counsel John Doar

" said after a committee ses-
. sion yesterday that he will
| seek to learn whether there

- was .any way the President

could have known in ad-
vance what senfence would
be given to convicted Water-

gate conspirator G. Gordon

Liddy.
‘The ftranscript, turned
over to the committee

Thursday by White House
special counsel James D. St.
Clair is from the recording
of a conversation between
Mr. Nixon and his then-chief
of staff, H. R. Haldeman.
The diserepancy occurs af-
ter Haldeman brings up the
name of Liddy.

“Liddy is enjoying—Lid-
dy’s in jail—he didn’t stay
out,” Haldeman said. “He
just said I want to start
serving my term. And he’s
at Danbury general prison
and thoroughly enjoying it.
It’s a little strange.”

Replied the President:
“That, uh, judge gave him
35 years.”

It was not until the fol{
lowing day, March 23, that
Liddy was sentenced by
Judge John J. Sirica. How-
ever, he received a sen-
tence of six years and eigh
months. It was Liddy's fel-
low conspirator, E. Howard
Hunt, Jr., who the same day
was sentenced to 35 years.

This discrepancy angered
Democratic members of the
committee. Rep. George
Danielson of California said
it was “confirmation that

-the cover-up, which began.

See IMPEACH, All, Col 3
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