.Nixon Considered
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§3N CLEMENTE, Calif.

(AP) — Julie Nixon Eisen-

. hower says her father consid-

ered resigning because of the

Watergate scandal and asked

_the family's advice on the ques-
- tion.

-+ ¥*We said no," Julie reported,
2 2 “because resigning would have
<~:been an admission of
“««wrongdoing. And we also felt
*".that he was the man for the
< job. He had started things and

..needed to finish them."

. ' The President’s younger

. daughter observes her 25th
* birthday Thursday. She is cele-

' branng with her family here at
the Western White House.

= "1In an interview, Julie said
the discussions took place at

_Camp David on the weekend
after President Nixon made his
" April 30 radio television speech
on the Watergate affair, At that
time he announced the resigna-
tions of his two top aides, H. R.
Haldeman and John D. Erlich-
man, and the firing of his coun-
sel, John W. Dean III.

Julie said Nixon played ‘‘dev-
il's advocate.”” She said her fa-
ther, “*who loves this country
and, would do anything for it,”
raised the question of resigna-
tion” and whether it would be
better for the country and help
heal: the wounds faster,

Julie said she believes that
‘‘events are going to vindicate"
the President and expressed
concern over the ‘‘negative at-
mosphere” created by Water-
gate.

She defended her father, as
she has in a series of public ap-
pearances in recent months,
saying “l think he was just
really in the dark™ -about the
burglary of the June 17, 1972

Democratic  National Com- |

mittee and the subsequent cov-
erup.

Julie said her father failed to
discover something was wrong
-months ago because “he just
had complete faith in everyone
around him. I guess that's part
of“ the whole tragedy of this
thing.""

., Nixon’s| problems came be-
cause he didn't run his own
campaign in 1972, Julie said.

““He didn't keep close tabs on -

the whole thing,"” she said.
-“‘One of the real tragedies of
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Watergate is that the campaign 1

orgamzatlon is getting a black |
- .eye" and so many good, hard-

_~.working people “are brought .
= down too.”
= =-Julie said she decided to con- -

<finué her busy schedule despite '

&watergate because she wants '

.vo be part of her father’s ad-

‘lmmstratmn and talk about his -

grams.

3~'She said her fathers mood at !

"‘ﬂ'le Western White House was
;"bery good .. He's moving
Zahead.” Nixon has been able to

“get in some swimming and |
4walking on the beach with his |

:ﬂ:nuly while here..

2= Julie said the idea of a politi- -

enemy list is “so ludicrous
- ‘because everyone: knows
,whos oppgsed to the adminis-

Stration and who's a friend. |

3Wr|tmg about this just makes it
ﬁund so underhanded. 1 just
Sdon't feel it's fair representa-
-don because I know my father
and the kind of man he is. And
-ﬁes not tkat way. He's too
gbwsy to be consumed with petty
-Zparanoid concerns.’

‘2< Responding to criticism over
-ﬁgovernment expenditures  of
Zsome . $1.3 million on :Nixon's
"Cagﬁarma and Florida homes,
€ said other presidents had
amounts spent on theu-

ﬂ

Bomes.

‘Ziwpresident Kennedy  had
- ’J e 4

-
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three homes and I'm sure that
| must have added up to more, "’

she said.
Julie said she thinks the

! press and the American people
“should be disturbed at the
, whole idea of burglary and cov-
! erup."
| ““What disturbs me greatly,"

said the President's daughter,
is that ‘'the press made a hero
of Daniel Ellsberg. He stole
documents. It was & question of
national security and that could
have much greater con-
sequences than bugging - the
Democrauc national headquar-
ters..

“What's really sad is that
Watergate in a way is the re-
sult of government being so
. big, so much power in the pres-
idency. Government gets bigger
and bigger. But this adminis-
tration did try to really make a
start. , .This administration
has really, sincerely tried to
make pgovernment less
centralized, less powerful.”

As examples of the effort,
Julie cited ' Nixon's revenue-
sharing proposals and attempts
to move more decision making
to the state and local levels.

Julie' reported some of the
;ighter side of the Nixon fami-
Y

‘She told how they got real
dehght out of Soviet leader
Leonid . I. Brezhnev's visit to
their San Clemente home. “We
all got in and tested Tricia's
bed after Brezhnev slept there"
and now consider it ‘‘really

_very historical.”




