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It sure secmed odd early yesterday morning to heap that there was a reported threat
to ki1l Our Glorious Leader in lNew Orleans snd on the day the criminal trial of Jim Yar-
rison was scheduled to open. The more of what little was reported by radip, the more and
more strange the story seemed, !

Naturally, under this great strain the inner strength, that noble courage of the GL
ghone through. Ho would listen to the Secret Service, disciplined men that he is. But he
also would not cop outs Yo, not he! He would, too, have a motorcade. * Cougse, for socur=
ity it would have to be shortemned ani tho route changed.

Shortened means less than five blocks. Route changed means a motorcade where there
mre no people of the change is a fake, and thon what is the threat? Or, is it a motormt =
cade without people. Not just a gquic] trdip? i

The first thing I wondered about is why use the car at all if there is a dangex?
Why not use a helicopter? His personal onc wasn t there, but there are scads of them
4n and around the city. The story to the prese flas no pad. Who needs a pad? After VN?
There is, radight at the convention cite, ample open and free or freesble space.

Tempered as suspicion had to be when this was in New Orléém, where the pocans are
the least comion nuts and where politics, except for the non-existent left can be hot,
suspicion there still had to be. None of it stacked up.

If, as the reports had it, there was a conspiracy, there were many unaddressed
problems not adiressed by the reported precautions. Some are impossible. There is,
for example, but one exit from the airport and then for a long enough distence, but a
gingle roed into town, with an abundance of jiding places alang it if someone is deter=
mined to ﬁd this brilliant career so well cn the way toward establishin: permanent peace
forevermore., Evermores '

After turning toward New Urleans and travelling a short distance, the first of
several altermate routes, all long and none safer, become possible with turns to the keft,
off Adrline Highway. Then Adrline can be parallelled. Or, it can be taken to the multiple
entrance to Interstnte Highway I 10, which is tricky as hell without locals to lead the
waye If Adrline is left earlier, doubling back to I 10 is eipple, closer to the leke or
via Metairie Road. Once I 10 is tsken, it is possible to double-cross those intent upon
offing in the suburbs by not staying on it, by going along the river to fixkk Clainorme,
whicl is & large, divided thoroughfare that could be fast with sirens and flashing redm
lights. It intersects with Canal, whero the mobtorcade was supposed to be. Or, I 1o woulds
be fast to the St. Charles exit, which would lead right to the spot on “anel vhere a 5=
block motorcade could begin. Ur 2 block, or 3, or 4.

But none of this would eliminate the resl problem, how to keep him from being in the
crosshairs downtown anywhere near the convention hall, (He appears to have been pretty
uncool by the time he got there because CBS TV evening news tobight had footage, not
the still peiture of the papers, on him pulling Ziegler. Li vias not Jjust an accldent, as
printed press reported. Hy getually turned around, walked back end gave Zieg a real push,
then retum to his going to the hall. “eal uncooll)

,In reading Williom Chapman's story in this morming's Post, I got the notlon that he
vasn t totally persusded only the inoredibly bravery of the world's smartest and bravest
hero~was the story. So, I spoke to him, especially about the quote to the effect that
this Bdwin “audet had been heard to say, approximately, "Somebody ought to kill Nixon
end if nobody olse has the guts, I guess I'll do it." It seemed like a familiar phrase,
in not in B.rtlett. Mrat I thought Bremer, and then I reslized that with slight desecration,
replacing the fine name with "som~of-a~bitch" it was Yack Kuby, as quoted.

Then the stowies on the radio yesterday nade mdéf:l.n_ita reference to a drug story.
Boingggag! Waterbury's on the side of “anal opposidethe ¥rench (uarter and 4~5 blocks




from the river would do nicely. Seautifully, iu fact. That elso becomes a parellel
\ith the infamous Lee larvey Uswald (as does the Uandet police mug shot, the only
ploture used that I kmow of and him with all that New Orleans family). For some
reason I never figured out, the FBI was reluctant to have anythi:.mg to @o with that
partioular drug store of the thousands in New Urleans, They are not exactly seare in
that vicinity, either. The Warren Commission was more determined that the FBI, They
were not reluctant-they abolished it. But the FBI did have and did bury and the Warron
Commission did ignore repeated reports of Oswald in that drug store and more often near
it. In fact, it is very close to where he vas busted 8/6/65. Yarrison's files must be
stuffed with roports of an Oswald gighting there. Much of his is bullshit, but that is
the point? it has Oswald saying something close to what is attributed to _audet, who
surne out to have been in a “ew Mexlco comuune near Taos for weeks. ‘here; no doubt,
Sam McCloud had it under control anywaye P,

8o, I told Chapnan (preswsesbly not the Chapman of Chapman's Friend fame) if
this was the drug store, of all those in N.0., maybe sopething was not kogher., If
he is on the story endlumoduhichdmgsturahedidnttellm. But on NBC~IV evening
news, there it was, without {dentification in the sound”tracks

Therc hacn't been a Fair Play for Cuba Comdittee for ybars, but there are alvways
compunes now and sure enough, Goudet is a comuune-ist.

This may not be the begt of possible workds but it sure is getting to be the
smallest.

However, one thing remains constant, the fearlessness of our valorous leader.
And in public, too - loud enough to be hesard and reported (CBS radio news 2 p.me EST).
"Phey" aren't going to do this to him ageine Next uime he's going to have hus motorcade,
press the flesh, and be on TV (as though he waen't with that ploneering speech on how
patriotic it was to bomb and keep it secret from the American people only so Old Souvenna

wouldn t be embarrasseds

After all the play on Gaudet{ a not uncomuon name in New Orleans but not exactly
Jones or Smith, either) it tums out thure were four other guyse So far, Not indeftified.
No hints. “aybe Cubans, as in Viatermate?

There were other important cluea. & cop's uniform was stolen. And so was the personal
official sar of the chief of police., It was linked with these plots, probably because
it was found on the opposite side of town from the scene of the offing-to-be.

Anywsy, it is a nice touch to conform to the local culture. This sure did that!
Reminds me of the Wednesday night after MLKing was ldlled. The police had a hot and
hushinshsecret tip that there was to be one great big race riot that night. 411 the
assistant DAs, no exception, where to ide shotgun with cops. They are gll aried there
anyway, thesc JAs. Well, that was so well-kept a secret that every decent restaurant
in the outlying sections closed up. I didnat try the downtown. Sciambra wanted to take me
to & special seafood restaurant along the lakefront. Not one was open! We got crawiish
in a nelghborhood bar (go.d crawfish, £00)s Aftorward he drove me back to the "Bleau,
where I was staying, and I got some work done. 1t was, as it turned out, about the
most peaceful night in recent Now Urleans historye

Agnew gave 1t the sppropriate touch with his % p.m. news conferences’ the government
of which = he is vice prosident is out to get him and he wants them to stops

A11 of this should te the Secret Service a lesson. Hext tiue they ghould give
his pecrets right back to Felovern. /ind let Nixon have his ol' evening TV in New Orleanse
The worst he could do would be to pre—empt reruns of Perry lMacon, which used to be the
top-rated program there. "

But I wonder why nobody used the footage NBC mired tonight last evening or night

or 8 morr%'z;g?, Can't a Pre; t even a Ziegler anymore when he wants to be on
mﬁwmu{ 5 _ﬁﬁgattﬁ.ﬁ’?&ﬁﬂ LATC B m thnt 4m. [ hencht that law ves dropped.




