Neither BBC, which televised *odsy's hearlags, nof NPR, to which I listened for a while

while prior to picking Lil up (he late night) meniioned this, Dién&'t catch the
not NEG or CBA news bonighte Don't kmow if I'1l be using this, but or the chance
it is ignored in the probebly larger attontion I would expect to be given o the
fipat subpenaeing of o Presidert hy tho Cungress, 5'1i have a note. Carbon in
svent you are unaware, including of Jeugkse Surcly some logal reporter will catch
his, I hopee UBS Graham and FEC's Stern ave both lavyers. DMnes and. Post have
lawyerireporterse ..l should have sdded that the claim for priveluge can be made
for proper praeidential acts only in any event, not in oriminal or political
acts, which are not a Conattiiutional Cunctlon of a presidcntees Wild day but o
great dutro for the German dMafia, The comuitiee, obviously, is amwtiouvs to g2t to
thems It sat late with Strachen, whose oponuess surprised me. I guess the

vough personal tiwe Haldemen geve hin helpod convert hin to the human raceesss
Imegine wnat none ¢f the siafl lavyers sakod him if he knew of more bugging or
tapping, after the accidental bonanzae It binbled out when a Senator oh Ly the
wayed hime Hope they ask the Ngzi Mafia to itemize every bug and tap each had,

QUOHRL°n0) G AP BBk HPYOgp3T pesiury MACh ey melke them Betie



Dashed. this off after hearing AP quoted for first time about 11 $30
last night and thinking about it intermittently, writing after

I took Lil to work and before the hearings started. I thought it
worth noting when pem, Saturday mmsst radio news carried the

leak of the coming position and persuasive when the contents of
his position and the fact of the letter were given to AP before
Ervin could have gotten the letter, which it was also leaked had
been sente LErvin was home, politicking, (Tv was great on thnis
11:00 peme last night. The old mon was in good shape, reporting
pictures of him holding a phone captioned "Martha WHO?" and
saying how he fobbed off a preacher who wanted to be wiiness to what God
what he claimed UGod had told him, "I fear that would be criticig—-
ed as hearsay” apvroxe I may, of course, be wrong in my

estimate of the situation, but I thitk I'm righte It won't take
leng te know. If I'm right,n very interesting period lies in the
immediate future! If you noted & reflection of disgust in thcla
lest night's note when I eouldn t £ind the quotes of Baldwin s
testimony I was disgusted with myself and more. I've been trying
to indulge in a luxury, a portable portable radio on which “41
can hear WG while working. I have one that works well, only

six tronsistors, but it ests batteries up and there is no telling
when they'll go dead on her, the only really pdrtable with FM

we have that vworks at all. So, I'd decided to get one that after
the hearings I could wear around my neck on morning walks, the
old one 1'd been carrying having pooped out long ago and Al is
very undependable in the mountains, so I hear little news while
wallting, I have gotten tuc, both with at least wiice the solid
state components of the one that eats batteries, neither worked,
and I'd just gotten the third that, on trying at home, secmed to
forecast what happened today, 1t would be useless in her office.
This one has 15 solid-state components, I don_t know how nany
transistors. it won,t do'what a 4 year old siX transistor does,
the third of which *lds is true! The compulsion to cheapen
everything in the name of "progress" was Just another disgust

too many, ag is the waste of all this time, 4nd, ineredibly, a
9volt battecy eliminator is not svailiable locsllye. Learning this
also wasted much time, Clerk's c‘ton'i" lmowv chen youn.phone, \lien I
get fo IO agaip I'11l get one and Lil will make out fine with the
old sets I can t afford to put three fresh batteries a week in it.
I'n sorry shout my dispust vith the ineffeciency and haste-caused
misfiling, for I'm sure that is what it is and about acking a
favor that will take time for you....led radio on while writing
this. WH just announced delaying response ito Ervine Offhand hunch
is that somebody told GL that most people uould take it the way
old Sam out it, he has something to hide in them, KW 1/25/73



ixon's gounterattaclk

1If the erigis has yet been reached in lixon's Watergate fever as, for mmrexiimm
fourteen months the political and factual temperature had gradually risen, it ame
with the inadvertent disclosure of his Orwellian method, clandestinely taping virtually
every viord anyone ever spoke to him or in his presence.

And that coincided with his one lumown actuzl fever, his one admitted memx
illness in nany years - fact about which the self-conceived superman soon boasted in
a ﬁanner unbecoming to the hind-running candidate in an election for dog-catcher,

Nixon's personal and political crisis to that moment was reached about the time
he entered Bethesda Naval Medical Center Hospital with a slight case of viral pneumonia.
Perhps there is a symbolism in the short-lived fever, which peaked, if official announce—
ment are to be believed, at 102 and stayed there for a brief interval only.

His hospitalization and the dieclosure that he was taping and bugging so secretaly
his closer counsellors and friends were entirely unaware of it

His vaunting, excessive and ill-conceived remarks on luaving the hospital are
worth separate analysise. Fron ;;zix concluding words, "let others wallow in The Watergate,"

and rambling

it is not unreasonable to interpret this boastful and irrelevant/statement of rather
more length than the occasion justified, mas his real throving down of the gauntlet,
his declaration, "Here I atand ag;in§j the entire world - especially those bastard
Senators!"

From that moment mm a strategic rather, han a tactical change could be anticipated.

Nixon m:;uigagﬁ/hhe dirty fighter, again the man taking the initiative, attacking
instead of defending.

His fumbling, feeble attempt at counterattack through surrogates unequal to the
task of overcoming overwheliing factual indictment had failed. ©11they could level at
Y ohn ﬁean glanced off. Their opposition witnesses, rather khan refuting Dean on fact,
confirmed him on it, amounting to no more thany profers of unsupported personal opinions

ffom the opinionated. A substential case against Nixon had been built, publicized and

survived a less than Nixonian counterattack.
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bhejﬁay he I&ft the hospital and unloaded his statement-challenge to the world he
also i&éve to Camp David, thmough weckend rush-hour traffic for about two hours rather
than helicopter, a matter of s fourth the time. With him was only old crony “ebe gebozo,

a nman whose own dubious History makes him the ideal companmon for a dirty-works consultant.
Lumediately the touch of the old Nixon .as apparent. Waiting kk for him at the gate
tmzEaxiresaxz his retreat converted into fortesss, uam.p David, mm= were thirtecen Washington
area girl scouts, accompanied by two counsellors. Quite a coinecidence, these picture—
making little girls so far from the nation's capitol and the President who just happened

to decide to fight all that nasty road raffic so ke could "enjoy the countryside" when
he was going to spend the entire weekend in itve.
ArTange,

“his is the kind of stunt skilled public-relations men mmmkrive, to humanize.

Sure enough, for this “accident:, there also Jjust happened to be a photographer
at the right placeamd a the right time, despite the antipress changes at Camp David
under Nixon. So, there was this picture of the smiling Nixon waviﬁg at (posed poorly- he
waved to high) always-cute little girls,

Tet here also, in the prswrramged contrived, as so often with lixon, there was
symbolism, aporopriate symbolisme

The rustic-appearing "Camp ng%%t sign, covered with a viven-shingle peaked roof,
has a triple road strbpe leading to it. On the right is the forbidden territory of Camp
Davide The girls are to khe left, outside “a;pp Davidkz.

People, even little girls, are for Nixon's use, but outside his life and its concerns,

Before General Haig, Ron Ziegler and only a couple of others of those then closest
to him joined Nixon, there were already leaks foom the White House, the only possible
source, that despite his assurances to the Senate, Nixon was going to mject the promised
consultation over making the relevant tapes available and would reject the conference,toc.

It was 4:%0 Mriday evening when Nixon had himself photographed with his juvenile,
human props. The leaks were reported by radio the next day, Saturday. And by Sunday

the leaks included an exclusive to the AP that Nixon had already sent Senator Ervin a

pania
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letter telling (im,fthe Sepaye and the world, "Peal's off."

Hone of thisws necessarys All of it was ill-mannered, a personal affront to the
respected, T6-year-old Senatoi?dto the legislature. If it was a typical Nixon crudity,
why did he do it?

When he had been ill, there was no rush on writing. There was no need to leak what
he would say. They likelyise was no necd to leak that he had, in such great and unnecessary
haste mlready written and sent the letter.

Pherefore, that he did the unnecessary and dixik did it so roughly, if it is not
just another expression of Nixon's arrogance, must have meaning.

If Hixon had not been involbed, personally end intimitely ivolved, in that catalogue
of crimes toogreat to list, these secret tapes of his wogld, without possibility of
doubt, if untainted, prove it. e had every reason to provide this proof and noms
genuine one for withholding it. That he would not, in logic as in legal concepts, meant
that he knew the conseguences of his act and his act had 1he obuiéus meaninge

loreover, the coming week was the one in which %he two closest of his most intimate
counsellors, Bhrlichman and Haldeman, whmxm were scheduled to teatify bafore the Ervin
comitiee. Un coast-to-coast amdidm TV anﬁ internationally by satellite. The Senate
expected much to come from these itwo. Lt scheduled the entire, full week of hearings
for them. o

This gross misconduct, this brazen display of contempt for the rest of the world
and its rcgard for him, had as its most 1ik21t meaning a challenge and a mNesSsagts

The challenge was "Do your worst, I'm ready."

The message was, "Nixon is in charge and henceforth fights his way."

completed U:H5 a.me 7/23/7% - we 11 see hou it survives eventse
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Vhen Iiixon threw his dun special prosecutor in on the rejection of the Senate's
request for cvidence it held essential to its function and mandate he, whether or not he
50 intended - remcmber, heé ig a lauyer and has the world's largest single gaggle of them
at his instant comm nd - was guarantecing the acquitial of not only his hated enemy
John Dean, but all those who had been closer to hime

H.R.laldenan could not even be brought to trial.

Heither could John Ehrlichman.

There is almost no limit on the automatic acquittals of the countless guilty,
guilty of countless crimese

And this, of course, foreclosed any one of tThem testifying against Nixon.

Dean John Wigmore, eminent legal philosopher, wrote of the marvellous machine for
the establishing of truth. That is nothing to this marvellous nachine Nixon created
out of nothing for guaranteecing the exculpation of the guilty, pre—eminently himself,

There are two great ironies in this.

The most recent reaffirmation of the legal truism was at Hixon'd behest, in the

case of the United States v. Daniel Ellsberg anc Anthony Russo. The pgovernment withheld

evidence required to be made ava;lable to the defense. This is automatic grounds for
dismissal. Hixon exculpated the mam he so detested by legal dirty dricks, withhold
evidence.

The evi ence withheld need not be of kmown character. it does not have to be
demonstrably exculpatorye. If it is no more than of posuible use in impeaching a witness,
it 1o the right of the defense in all criminal cases. & fink of Hixon's red-beiting days
and the Yepartment of Justice established this w= right, later enacted as a law by the
congress. The fink, after this court decision, finlced on those for whom he had spies,
Harvey *‘atusow wrote a book about his career as informant for “ongressional comiittees
and the Dopartment of Justice. Prior to that he was used as a wiiness in the prosecution
of a union organigzer, Clinton Jencks. Matusow's reports to the FBI were denied him. On

appeal the case was reversed on this Lasis, thus establishing the right of the accused
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to proof the lthéi government lknowingly and deliberately tries to conviet with vhat it
knows isg f iéqMaﬂd manufactured evidence, am exotic concept of justice.

So, when Hizon told his owvm special prosecutor that the prosecutor, for the [irst
tine in history, is not part of the executive branch but is part of the Jjudiciary
(as nany victims of Iizon's and earlier repressions had long complained!) and he would
withhold all the documentary and taped evidence, Hixdn was assuring the exculpation of
all who might be charged and could claim {e have becn in any of his offices-ever.

Or to have talked to Bhrlichman, Haldeman, Higby, Colson,Strachan, Strachan's
secretary and porhaps most of the White House stafi’, for all these are known to have
had their phones wired for taping by the White “ouse, though its own comunications
service or the Secret Service or voth.

lor is it only Watergate-rclated erime that is by this liixon invention bathed in

imnunity. Anyone ever charged with any kind of crime who has ever been in any of the

ten places Hixon is knou to have bugred, the others where he hail the capability, who
spoke to him or alumost anyone in the White House or who ever in any way used the White
ﬁouse corrunications system, vhich is monitored by the military his a basis for the claim.
Especiallylthe fat cats who kittied up viih Lixon's uar'chest, nolm ere figure of spesch
the way he campaigns. ‘|
leanwhile, he has already pecked-the 5ﬁpreme Uourt and the day of this involking of
non-existent privelege was but a heartbeat away from appointing the [ifth nember, the
one who would make a majority of appointees%hig appointees.
There would be plenty of time in criminal cases, for the law providez for appeals and
appeals can take a long tine,
Wlere this to extend past the llixon term, the situation would be but little changed,
for he claims the proverty right to all his Uhite House memorabilia. Zith his record
of havin; the taxpayers pay for the landscaping of his million dollar estate a:d such
personal items as his furniture in it, it is a safe assunption that he would empty the
White liouse of every scrap of paper, every reel and cassette of tape. The taxpayers
may have bought them, but liixon asserts the right of kingse. They are his property.

Nobody can take it from him, cither.



