Ing uye Swamped With Prazse

By Douglas Watson
Whashington Post Staff Writer

Sen. Daniel K. Inouye (D-
Hawali), who was ecalled
“that little Jap” during a re-
cess in the Senate Water-
gate hearings Wednesday,
received hundreds of apolo-
gles yesterday from embar-
rassed Americans and praise
from fellow senators.

John J. Wilson, attomey
for both former - White

- House chief-of-staff H. R.
(Bob) Haldeman presiden-
tial adviser John D. Ehrlich-
man, and the man who made
the remark, released a state-
ment saying “I am sorry 1
made it and will personally
apologize fo Sen. Inouye
'when he apologizes for call-
ing my client (Ehrlichman) a
liar over the networks.” - -

Inouye was heard to re-
mark over mnational tele-
vision last 'week, “What a
liar,” on what he apparently
thought was a dead micro-
phone after questioning
Jahn D. Ehrlichmean, Wil-
son's other client.

Wilson's “little Jap” com-
ment came while Japanese
Prime Minister Kakuei Ta-
naka was in Washington
meeting _with  President
Nixon. On the same day, the
two leaders announced

1%

agreements in an 18—point'

communique.

An official of the Japl—
nese Embassy here said that
Tanaka, who left for New
York yesterday, was ‘aware
of Wilson’s remark but had
no comment. The embassy
received at least a dozen tel-
ephone calls of apology for
upset Americans, a secre-
tary said.

The angriest reaction to
Wilson’s comment appar-
ently was in Hawaii, where
more than one-third of the
population is of Japanese
extraction. Honolulu Mayor
Frank Fasi sent a telegram
to Wilson saying that if Wil-
son visits him, “it will be a
great pleasure for me to
personally throw you out of
my office.”

Hawaii State Senate Presi-

e

dent David MClung tele--

grammed Wilson to say that
if he had been present, he
“would have thrown a good
old righthand punch in
your direction.” MeClung

| said Inouye was too muc of'

a gentleman to do that and
“he left his right arm on a

hill . . . fighting torid the _

world of bigotry.”

Senate Watergate Com-
mittee chairman Sam J, Er-
vin (D-N.C.) opened yester-
day’s hearings by calling In-
-ouye “one of the most gal-

lant of all Americans” and -

mentioning that Inouye re-
ceived the Distinguished
Service Cross during World
‘War II combat: Sen. Howard
H. Baker Jr. (R-Tenn.), com-
mittee vice chairman, added,
“A mark of Szn. Inouye’s
greatness is that I am sure

it (Wilson's remark) will not
affect” Inouye’s judgment.
Wilson’s statement yester-
day also said, “I made the
recess to a UPI man who

- had bzen sitting next to me
. throughout the hearing. I

thought5it was an off-the-re-
cord remark, te same as a

number of my conversations '
‘with him. I had no intzntion

to make it public and I had
Inouye.”

Inouye was not available
for comment yesterday. In-
ouye said’ Wednesday, “I
think his (Wilson’s) state-
ment speaks for itself.”

Inouye’s office reported
that by early yesterday it
had received 252 telegrams,

~all but one sympathehc to

Inouye.
A reporter for Asahi

paper in Japan, said that it
and most other major Japa-
nese newspapers had car-
ried articles on Wllsons re—;
mark. - -
Wilson's remark was pub-’
licly criticized 'by both Ha-.
waii Gov. John A. Burns and
Lt. Goy. George oabi,
the first person of Japanese,
ancestry to hold tha ofﬁ.ce,
who said, “I am glad that I
am a cltlzen of a great coun-
try in ‘which this kind of in--
tolerance is the exception
rather than the rule” =~
The furor caused by Wil |
son’s comment was compara-
ble to that -in 1968 when -
Vice President Spiro T. Ag-
new, then campaigning for
}he office, referred to a Jap-
anese-American reporter as .
“a fat Jap.” Agnew later
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"Hearings Coverage
Curbed in Vietnam

SAIGON, Aug. 2 (AP)
—The Amerlcan Radio
Service Vietnam has dis-
continued verbatim cov-
erage of the Watergate
hearings because listeners
wanted to hear more mu-
sic, a spokesman for the
U.S. defense attache’s of-
fice said today. The sta-
tion says it serves more
than 5,000 Americans in
Indochina.

“There were many com-
plaints from the audience
which felt it was not in-
terested in hearing the
verbatim testimony, They
wanted to hear more mu-
sic,” the spokesman said,
acknowledging that some

' complaints have been re-

ceived about the cancella-
tion.

He added that the sta-
tion will continue to earry
regularly ‘scheduled news
summaries on Watergate.

.apologized.



