e — i

-

B e

. e — 3 , ST e S ‘ iy 4 mSe
The VAU dp.rdit of Cagp David, of Zerchtesgoden Im Catoctins 7 13/6/72

Lovently L red To the searby oownteinton with the name of Hitler's, I
*?1.2.5, 2 waw net inteading a mere drack, ror the evidsnce hisz bebn ac:s um;..a‘cm tlet it is
elthe: wudnd of¥irrelevent. That wac idtler't hideou ., when to isoluto
governnent, -iuch he ran as & psrsonsl nossesaion. Hizon's iselation from
sove ment, its ofiicoers R ;'Q.u..g.a.e.,, is anti-iemocratic, whatever he cheses e -ive
55 his resson Tor ite i veans one-man control, =i thas iz nos the vonstisubional concepve
Hecuntly also + Have mede repeated ruferences o the inability o tio press o perfomm
elther 1ts windnal duties or ite traditionsl funciions vhen he has been at Canp Davide In
the Lor= than & month sinte the electiocii, T doubt if wizon has been in h. widte couss
oo days, anc - geen to rewal. thaet much of that tike was devoted %o socisl Punetions,
notv the administration oif governuent or its afleirs.
lixon is going fartour than wewrsl. ueldn 1% aifficult Ffor the odress o cover nim at
Cemp Jevide While engeging in & false propaganda effort the surpose of widch wes o lis znd
8ay h: had ioproved conditions fow the pres., he had gmce them =6 w_ﬁsom‘-.ll: diszgeesble
that reporters were staying away =n. uspending lrponé..\ I
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nioutse. I nafe co.oent on thz annowics-—
ment of the press trailes vw/it was made. That twms out to e an undsratatencnt fvom
several current sources, today's Post and Life duted 12/B8/72. Life hes s two-page spreud 10-1),
mostly a sin le iLtU_’E‘F} of reingeaked redorters fg“athﬂrei outdoors arocund two nicnic

tables, buriec under thin plastic that does iot cover them zud rests on them, trying to use
outdoor phones. One = porier io wider his umbrella. (iy own electrician hed s dinm view

of these things and tole me that the previous owner of our place was cragzy toc bave an }
extension on his phons so ke could take ealls in the pool, even thoush Sh voltes: is low..

Dven inder bat lefisld conditions, Tacilitiszs weuld be be’ctev. Thors voula at Yeast bs a

tent. “his is & mlfu‘ts camp, and the scant nrotection of & tent on a mountainton would
present neither probletis, nov significent cost. lie abeencs of whet weuld be availsble usdes
the uorst conditicuy cr-"'c be accidental or unintendey. I think this ig 2 _cliberat. effort
to discourage préss nrestnce au Uemp Yevic exespt at “izon's behest. ( e then he 1':13‘;‘8,
corfortable auditorium for tha!) The sadistic politics o m. elsarly ap areny is 1i
v oa snaller LiFd picture, of lon J-Jl-;é;lu e :L.Il under the thin plast:l.c with
laugh on his faces Life says he is "inszecting' L.ad that e did not ipvite Thy a
insides 47 slso noves that his is all ou-,.‘,.:l.w, tht ecamp iteelf, as I'd liltLlCut'éu f—JnI‘ll
in notes indicaviiug that even the comings and goings were seeret fron thi sress.
sucheoorent s possible aund - think ap wopriete to the quotes in Lou lannon's rust
story, It deals with the excessive security :nu sinultaneously quotes i5:i:rnn as sayin: he
i more "relaxed" thsie, and "easier for Le o get or top of the job". Un _,f a-.-z 2 digtator,
1 su sst. It also su. ewts tldngs abouws his und hde a <itudes, his .et‘... £ mind, Sening
ive, iueluding electronic secwrity, vicious dosd, hnriides, b:rbe-k_ uire,
bhijh feneug=the militarr vorksa
-'1; is interesting to coupers thic uith the -wruedy interrspnum, whers ucthing was

TLpoters

1r

gecret, al. business T ensacted from his “eorzeltown home, all wisiiors visible, =l) anucuncomenta

nzde for ivs cocrstep, ane UV cameras on duty arount the cloclanu during a Legting bligzard,
unusually such snov Tor ".iar_-:h:i_ng";:on.

dlegler even refused roporsers a tour ol tliv caupe. shat iz lHoun secms to come fron
visifors. Ly kaouledgw l.LJ.ClLu... #te Incluwdns Trom coniractors who wid work thiess, Cannon:™he
Jringiple cmr.l of the place for wr, uh.on, diegler has toli reporters, is its privecy wmd
the «Terident intends to keepit that way."

=21 gide 1s quoted as saying Camp David I'pod inm

better shan that ot the ""'-;i‘ce LGuSE.

The Wi Zoud is provided from funds controlied by the sr. ident, thet os the amp by the
Havy, nos izh Cfuncy chefs but with regular Lavy uess crows. When the Yhite louse carryall

stopsec off at our farm, wuder sisenhewer, to piek up sous of owtv produce, the mess crew uwas
Bhillipino mes: boys and cookse I met thems They all eame in to lock at the chickens, There
was aven a navel office iu charge of tiwm stetioned zt the Wiite louse , a Lt bidkespie,
¥r, ths era o®lixonbursers and uizon3urger,

I @i getiing an extra Post and wil! include that story. I would 1ile the » tum o
Life Jlumre. *ou ghould ses ite Torty FedrE ago aco ouoGstions s bebdzer id the hint Inds.

P dnu of tuation once only, and I weuenber it vividly. I was covering & footbell

e ith Jeshinrion uo&lege, neer Chestertoin, »ds, froma plain table 04 the 50 yerd 1ine
and in the rein, snmel thet was in the ropote for et d..«% countrysiace.
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THE WASHINGTON POST

Camp David Ringed
By Bristling Defense

. By Lou Cannon
_ Washingtbn Post Staff Writer

No signs point the way to
Camp David.

The road winds narrowly
from the village of Thur-
mont up the mountainside
past a fishing lake and hik-
ing trail, past Camp Misty

Mount and Hog Rock. Half-
way up, a Marine command
post rises incongruously
from a stand of chestnut

‘oak and hickory trees.

The security which of ne-
cessity follows President
Nixon everywhere is silent
and well concealed at the
‘White-House. At the presi-
dential retreat at Camp
David in Maryland's Catoc-
tin Mountains, it is stark

and obtrusive.

Two rows of seven-foot-
high electrically charged
chain-link fence surround
the 134 acres. On top of
each runs a deadly looking
roll' of special concertina
wire which one of the Ma-
rine guards said is “like a
coiled razorblade.” Between
the fences there is a sepa-

rate wire hooked to a sensor
device.

Marines, sometimes ac-
companied by attack dogs,

patrol the camp perimeter.
A Mile Away

More than a mile from

this bristling defense line,

in the southeast corner of
the camp, the President
works on speeches and ap-
pointments for his second
term in a comfortable lodge
commanding a view both of
the mountain and the valley.
The living room of the lodge
is paneled in red oak and
has high beam ceilings _and
each of the four over-sized
bedrooms has oak paneling
and a private bath.

President Nixon, in a

brief speech from the camp

on Nov. 27, said that work- |

ing at Camp David gave him
a better sense of perspective
than the Oval Office in the
White House.

“I find that up here on
top of a mountain it is eas-
ier for me to get on top of
the job, to think in a more
certainly relaxed way at
times—although the work
has been very intensive in
these past few weeks as it
was before the other great
decisions that have heen
made here—but also in a
way in which one if not in-
terrupted either physically
or personally or in any
other way, can think objec-
tively with perception about
the problems that he has to
make decisions on,” Mr.
Nixon said.

The President’s extensive
use of the camp as a substi-
tute White House is some-

" what of a departure from

the practice of other presi-
dents, beginning with
Franklin Roosevelt.

The camp was carved out
of 6,000 acres of state and
national parkland and built
by. Works Progress Admin-
istration labor during the
Roosevelt era. Mr. Roose-
velt, a' former Secretary of
the Navy, staffed the camp
with Navy persennel and
used the retreat for enter-
taining - foreign notables.

| Winston Churchill and An-

thony Eden were guest on

several occasions.

Mr. Roosevelt named the
camp “Shangri-la” after a
mythical mountain top in
the novel “Lost Horizon.”
When Dwight Eisenhower
became President, he re-
named it Camp David in
honor of his grandson.

In 1959, President Eisen-
hower met there with Soviet
Premier Nikita Khrushchev
and a new phrase entered
the language—“the spirit of

Camp David”—to denote a

peaceful interlude 'in rela-
tions between the United
States and the Soviet Union.
Reporters and photogra-
phers were admitted on that
occasion for a rare glimpse
of the presidential lodge.

The mementoes of past
Presidents — including Mr.
Eisenhower’s one-tee golf
green and the ring for Caro-
line Kennedy's ponies —
adorn the camp. It was an
occasional hiding place of
every President except
Harry Truman, who prefer-
red vacationing in Key West
and allowed his aides to use
the camp. During the Roose-
velt and Truman administra-
tions the camp was a 90-min-
ute drive from the White
House and relatively incon-
venient.

Mr. Eisenhower made the
renamed retreat famous but
used it far less than does
Mr. Nixon. The single tee
was insufficient for Mr. Ei-
senhower, who preferred a
full round of golf on his
days off.

Presidents Kennedy and
Johnson used the camp oc- |
casionally, but it was never
a center of administration
activity.

The camp became a _se-
cure honeymoon retreat in
June 1971 for Edward and
Tricia Cox. The Coxes tried
to keep their whereabouts a
total secret® but were inad-
vertently foiled by Presi-
dent Nixon, who remarked
on their wedding day, “T'lt
have to restrict my move-
ments.”

Beciuse. of his constant
desire for privacy' and his
fondhess for uninterrupted
work, Mr. Nixon uses the
camp far. more fthan any
past President. The  camp,
whieh is 'long on solitgde



and short on sunsnine pe-
cause of the dense woods, is
less popular with staff mem- X
bers used to better quarters §
and outside access in Wash-*
ington. It is even less popu-]
lar with reporters who cover, |
the White House. ol

At Camp David, the re-y
porters are jammed into a 3
10foot by S0foot whites
trailer where they share 10
telephones inside and. an-
other.10 outside covered '_ﬁy
plastic sheeting. Briefings
take place in the helicopter
hangar.

The press trailer replaced
a duckblind where reporters

used to watch the President
land. The duckblind is now
off limits, and the:coming
and going of presidential
guests proceeds unobserved.
In recent days few report-
ers have bothered to make
the' trip from Washington.
The briefings from Thur-
mont are piped into the
White House press room.
Despite, the “armed-camp
appearancg at the main
gate, Camp David is pleas-

antly rustic in the lodge:
area and well-appointed for,

a mountain retreat, Its com-

forts include a heated pool,

a large -separate dining
lodge, snowmohbiles and a
modern movie
The Nixon

but in one weekend in 1969
watehed seven films
Camp David,

Unlike the..White House,
I the camp is completely off
limits to the public and
presidential press secretary

Ronald Ziegler has repeat-’
edly declined reporters’ re-.

quests for a “75-cent tour.”
When United Press Inter-

national reporter Helen

Thomas went to Camp

David for an exclusive inter- _
view with Julie Nixon Kisen--
hower in 1969, Mrs. Eisen-7

hower insisted on meeting

her at a ranger station three .

miles from the camp.
The principal charm of
the place for Mr. Nixon, Zie-

projector.«
family makes.
scant use of -the private-
White House movie theater,

at’ .

gler has told reporters, is its
privacy and the President
intends to keep it that way.

Marine and Navy person-

| nel stationed at the camp

have mixed feelings about
their duties: If is & pleasant
enough in the summer—two
young Marines narrowly es-
caped’ court-martial in the
summer of 1970 for sneaking
a swim in the President’s
pool—but one Marine said it
is “bad duty on bad days in
the winter.” :

The' servicemen are com-
fortably housed, ever, in
separate rooms among the
10 cabins which| surround
the two large lodges at the
camp. -~

The President’s living
name given it by Mr. Eisen-
is ecalled *“Aspen” the
hower. President Roosevelt,
who selected the site for the
lodge and prepared the
sketch for the building plan

of it, called it “Bear's Den.”
The dining lodge is called
“Laurel” and all of the cab-
ins are also named for trees.

Food at Camp David was
deseribed as “better than at

‘the White . House” by .one |

staff aide who has eaten at
both places. The Nixons
thought enough of the camp
food to give  their chef
Thanksgiving off and enjoy
a turkey dinner prepared by
naval stewards.

Until the Nixon era, the
camp was almost entirely a
meeting place for notables
and a place to relax. Presi-
dents Roosevelt and John-
son’ fished for recently
stocked frout in -nearby
Owens Creek. President
Johnson sometimes gave big
parties there. . &

" But for Richard
Camp David is a-place to
work and a place he, finds
congenial to ‘his own pat-

terns of working, As the
President put it in his Camp
David speech of Nov. 27:

“I developed that pattern

—

Nixon,.

early in the admlnﬁtnﬂon
and am going to follow it

four years” = _ .

.even more . during the next



Astocinted Préss
President Nixon's living lodge at his camp David retreat is called “Aspen,” the name originally given it by President Eisenhower, ,
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Nixon’'s fresh start

Pr:sidcnt Nixon is surely right in reading the
slection returns as 4 demand [rom the voters
for “change that works.™ In pursuing this goal,
the President must decide precisely what chianges
he himself believes in; he must reach agreement
with the Democratic-controlled Congress; and he
must make the executive branch responsive to
policy changes once they have been adopted.

At present, Nixon seems to be concentrating
on the last of these, which may seem like trying
1o put on the roof before the foundation is laid,
but nevertheless makes o kind of sense, The Pres-
ident cannot develop policy in a vacuum. He
needs knowledge of whit is going on in the de-
partments and agencies and awareness of the cre-
ative ideas that are percolating in society at large.
During the past four years, Nixon has been get-
ting 100 little of cach.

This lack of communicauon is sometimes
blamed on the “iron curtain™ erected around the
President by the White House staif, Nixon has in-
deed been ill served by assistants who have seemed
to regard it as their highest duty to see to it that
he is not bothered. There is a good deal in Amer-
icil 1o be bothered about.

Every White House staft, however, is the nat-
ural enemy of the departmental bureacracies
—seen usually as the unsympathetie filler between
the departments and the President. If a President
relies too much on his staff, be i3 bound o be-
come more or less isolated—s complaint made
against L.B.J, and [ke as well as Nixon.

A superstaffer for domestic affairs—a sort of
“domestic Kissinger"—is not the answer. Do-
mestic problems are too complex and varied
—and too “‘popular’—ta be dealt with through
concentruted attucks on a few critical difficulties,
as Kissingar has donc in foreign affairs.

There really can be no substituie, in domestic
matiers ai least, lor an effective body of line of-
ficers heading the federal depariments and agen-
cies. Understanding (his, Nixon planned at the
beginming of s first term to povern largely
through his eabinet. He wisely aveided the prac-
tice, initiated by Eisenhower und followed to a
great extent by Kennedy and Johnson, of head-
ing most departments with nonpolitical Establish-
ment types, These men, worthy as they were in
their own fields, often did badly at dealing with
the political intricacies of Washington.

Nixon's first cabinet was made up mainly of ex-
perienced politicians and former government ol-
ficials, Some, like Melvin Laied at the Pentagon,
did well. But several of the former state officinls
and campaign lieutenants in the Nixon cabinet
proved even less capable than the Establishment
Juminaries had been at coping with the federal bu-

reaueracy. Almost of necessity, the President fell
back on his immediate staff.

Now he scems to be assembling a measurably
stronger cabinet than the one he started with. The
appointments of Elliot Richardson at Defense
and Caspar Weinberger at Health, Education and
Welfare are promising. In his second term, Nix-
on should be able to go back to his original in-
tention of dealing with the departments directly
through their appointed chiefs. This, in tumn.
should make possible the deep cut in the White
House staffl he has promised —and along the way
the purging of those unscrupulous operators
whose dimwitted “'dirty tricks” besmirched his
Tecent campaign.

Structural improvement alone will not gener-
ale more imaginative policies, nor win their ap-
proval by Congress. If the President is to bring
about the domestic progress he correctly perceves
the voters have asked for, he will have to dig deep
into his own intellectual and spiritual resourcss,
and mobilize all the political skills for which he
is justly renowned.

Fixing the property tax

he property tax apparently 18 not so unpop-
ular as many politicians and commentators
have been assuming. In last month’s elections;
voters in California, Michigan, Colorado and Or-
cgon all kejected by large majorities proposals to
ababish or limit the property tax as a source of
funds for schools or other local government pur-
poses. The vorers had the good sense 1o realize
that revenues not collected from the property tax
would have to be made up from other sources
—a point that campaigners against the property
Lax do not always stress.
No matter how strongly the voters prefer it 1o
incrensed sales or income taxes, however, the lo-

cal property tax may soon pass out of existence.
It has been declared unconstitutional as a means
for raising scheol revenues by courts m several
stutes. One of these cases is now before the 1S,
Supreme Court, with a decision expected by ear-
ly spring.

There are actually three separate grievances
against the property tax:

» [First, it 1s not keyed Lo current income and can
weigh heavily on low-income people who have
put most of their savings into home ownership,
But the total effect of all our various American
wx systems is so strongly *‘progressive” that it is
not 4 bad thing to have at least a few clements
geared more to praperty than to income, The par-
ticular burden that the tax places on the poor
and the elderly can be mitignted by a system of ex-
emptions, as is already done in several states.

» Second, the property tax is subject to historic
abuses, favoritism and corruption. This can be
dealt with through such reforms as replacing po-
lincal and part-time assessors with professionally
trained civil servants.

» Finally, there is the issue of financial mequal-
ity among a state's school districts, which is what
18 now chiefly bothermg the courts. If the Supreme
Court rules that such inequality is unconstitution-
al, the principle could logically be extended to
cover other local government services, such as po-
lice protection, street maintenance and sanitation.
The ultimate conclusion could be the end of finan-
ctally Tidependent local governméiit in the 1.5,

We suspect that some of the voters who clect-
ed to keep the property tax had this outcome
at least vaguely in the back of their minds.
Most Amenicans, it is becoming increasingly ap-
parent, do nol wanl a system in which all local
umits of government are required to be absolutely
equal.

Lip to u pomnt, we think this voler sentiment 1s
healthy. Local effort should be encouraged and
rewarded. Equalization of all local government
expenditures would fail to take account of the
varying nature of local problems,

What is objectionable is the kind of ineguality
in which some districts are forced to iax exor-
bitantly but still cannot provide adeguate ser-
viges. To meet this probiem, the federal and state
governments should increase their contribubions
10 local government costs. In addition, tax-shar-
ing compacts should be worked out, us has been
done among communities in the Minneapolis-St.
Paul area, 1o distribute some of the property tax-
25 collecred in particularly wealthy districts over
the entire area.

If these needed reforms are accomplished. the
property tax should play an important partin pre-
serving and improving our system of acuve and
responsive local government.
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Richard Nixon may be growing fond

er of the presidential retreat at Camp
David, but the White House press
corps isn't. Not only ara reporters
kept out of the camp itself {they are
allowed brief glimpses inside from
one designated spot on the perim-
eter), but the facilities are minimal,
Lasl week, when the President was
making a lot of news by announcing
cabinet shifts, the ten telephones in-
side the small press traiter were not
enough. In a steady rain, reporters
had to use phones sel up on picnic
lables outside, huddling under
sheets of plastic. Press Secretary
Ron Ziegler showed up (above, with
the press trailer in the background)
to inspect the correspondents,
but he didn't invite anyone inside



