Nixon Says He

Won't Resign

Rhodes Will Vote

‘To Impeach; House

To Curtail fpebate

By Richard L. Lyons and William Chapman
» Washingion Past Btaff Writers
Support for President Nixon almost fotally collapsed
in the House yesterday as Minority Leader John J.
Rhodes (R-Ariz.) announced he will vote for impeach-

. ment and the bipartisan leadership moved to speed up

the impeachment process.

Rhodes told a news conference he decided to vote for
Article I, charging the President with obstruction of
justice for involvement in the Watergate cover-up, after
reading the transcripts Mr. Nixon released Monday.
These-showed the President’s participation in the cover-
up nihe months before he had previously insisted he
had been aware of it. ‘

Speaker Carl' Albert (D-Okla.), Rhodes and other
House leaders agreed informally yesterday afternoon to
cut in half the time for debating impeachment on the
House floor. The debate, which the House Rules. Com-
mittee recommended yestérday be opem to live tele-
vision, would begin as scheduled; Aug. 19, but would be
completed in one week instead of two.

The tidal wave of pro-impeachment sentiment that
raced through the House after release of the new dam-
aging transcripts took most of the fight "and all of the
suspense out of the impeachment issue and persuaded

_the leaders it wouldn’t require so much time to decide.

Rhodes said not one Republican House member voiced
support of the President to him yesterday.

The President has at least one deferder left in Rep.
Earl F. Landgrebe (R-Ind.), a conservative ‘who often
casts a lone opposition vote in House roll calls on spengd-
ing legislation. et el

“I'm sticking by my PreSIdent even 1f he and I have
to be taken out of this building and shot,” Landgrebe
told reporters.

There was a chorus of requests that the President

resign and spare Congress and the country the ordeal
of impeachment. Rhodes, however, refused to join the
call for resignation, saying this was. a decision the
President should make alone.

The President stood virtually alone. By yesterday
afternoon all 10 Republicans on the House Judiciary
Committee . who had voted against impeachment had
turned around and announced they would vote in favor

. of at least the obstruction of justice article. On .this

article the committee now stands 38 to 0. )

Rep. Paul Findley (R-IIL), wholed a ¢ompromise move
to censure the President last week, abandoned that po-
sition in favor of impeachment. Conservative Southern
Democrats_such as Rep. John J. Flynn Jr. (D-Ga.), who

: “had demanded firm proof of criminal conduct as their

standard of ‘impeachable conduct, were announcing
their 'support of impeachment. Rep. Wilmer (Vinegar
Bend) Mizell (R-N.C.), who was considered an all-out

~ defender' of the President, announced for impeachment,

saying “It is now clear that the President has acted in
a manner unworthy of the highest office in the land.”
Some mem‘bers were predicting that no more than

See IMPEACH, A1l1,.Col. 4
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30 of the 435 House members
would stay with the Presi-

dent and vote against.

Article 1.
 The Judiciary Commlttee

recommended that Mr. Nix-

" on also be impeached 6n two.
other charges—that he mis-
used federal agencies to vio-

late rights of citizens and :

for defying committee sub-
poenas to turn over material
.-for the impeachment in-
“‘quiry. Both articles are ex-
pected to be approved by
the House, but perhaps by
lesser margins.

The new evidence relates
chiefly to Article I-on ob-
struction of justice, though

- Republican
. Campaign Committee,
“he would vote for impeach-

not be “appropriate,”
cause it would suggest that
the President is above the

' law.

Only the veteran Repubh-
can whip, Rep. Leslie C. Ar-

sends (R-IlL), among House
GOP' leaders declined to
. take a public stand for im- "
“peachment. ‘But“ he'’ pre-;

‘dicted the House would ‘vote”
* to impeach the President.

- Rep. Robert Michel (R.-
Ill.), chairman of the House

said

ment and said he was op-
posed to the President’s re-

« signing until the House has

had a chance to vote. Mich-
i+el's job is to.elect more Re-
“publicans , to the House, a -

it also involved misuse of ' task “considered easier .if

the CIA and FBI covered in
Article IL

Rhodes called the transe
cripts released Monday
“gataclysmic.” He said he
had been prepared to vote
against  Article I until he
read them, He explained
his decision in these words:

“The most important as-
pect of our entire system of
government is equal justice
under the law—the princi-
ple that no person—ordi-
nary person or President
—is ‘above the law. Cover-
up of criminal aetivity and
misuse of federal agencies
can neither be condoned
nor tolerated.”

Rhodes expressed no in-
terest in the proposal ad-

-vyanced by some -leading --

Democrats that Congreu
_ might grant' Mr. Nixon im-

Mr. Nixon is out of office bY
fa]l

] “We ought to see it
through the House,” -said:
Michel, “We have to have
‘an extended unfolding of
what was the final nail in
the coffin, to let ‘the admis-
sion of culpability sink in.”
Rhodes was asked if there
was any way the President

“could survive and remain in

office,

“Maybe,” he replied, “But
at the moment I couldn't tell
you what it is.”

Asked if he felt the Pres-
ident had been “out of touch
with reality” in his dealings
with Congress on impeach-
ment, Rhodes said: “I think
he has been, but I think he

s now being more carefully

briefed.”
Rhodes had scheduled his

munity from eriminal or ; news conference for Mon-

eivil prosecution in ex-
change for his resignation.
Rhodes said he did not be-
lieve Congress had the con-
stitutional power to grant
immunity.

Reps. John B. Andersnn
(R-I1L) and Barber Conable
(R-N.Y.), the third and
fourth ranking House Re-
publicans, also announced
their support for impeach-

ment yesterday and ex- .

pressed similar reservations
about immunity. They added
the suggestion that it might

day morning but postponed
it because of a sore throat
and a warning that new evi-
dence was to be made avail-

rable. Rhodes would not say

‘'what he would have an-
nounced if he had made his
statement as scheduled.

He said he changed his
mind from opposition to

support of Article I on Mon-
" day, is still opposed to Arti-

cle III on defiance of sub-
poenas, and is undecided on
Article II charging misuse
of agencies. He said he has a

be-

Congressional '

problem with the charge of
misuse of the Internal Reve-
nue Service to harass politi-
cal enemies because nothing
was accomplished

Rep. Dave Martin (R-
Neb.), .a member of the
_ party leadership in his role
-as senior .Republican on the
Housg “Rules " Committee,
‘said he would*vote to im-
peach “on Article I, but
would prefer the President
resign.

Rep. Peter H. B. Frelin-
ghuysen (R-N.J.), a senior
Republican called the latest
disclosures “an appalling be-
trayal’” of the President’s re-
sponsibility to the country
and called for resignation or

” mpeachment.

Rep.  Robert C." McEwen

-'(ReN Y.) said he agreed with

Mr,-Nixon’s assessment that
impeachment was virtually
a foregone conclusion, and
said he would vote for it.

Rep. John N. Erlenborn
(R-I1L.), a leading member of
the Midwestern moderate-
conservative bloe, said he
would vote for both Articles
I and IL

Rep. Charles W. Whalen
Jr. (R-Ohio) said he would
vote to impeach because “in
his own words the President
has admitted that he author-
ized and ordered obstrue-
tion of justice.”

Speaker Albert still de-
clined to take a position on
resignation or impeachment,
feeling apparently that
though a Democratic leader
he is also the presiding offi-
cer of the House, pledged-to
protect rights of all mem-
bers and to stay above the
battle.

House leaders met in
mid-afternoon and agreed
informally that the impeach-
ment timetable could be cut
at least in half. Albert said
there would be. only about
25 hours of general debate,
instead of the 55 hours urig
inally planned,

The proceeding still is to .

get under way on Aug. 19,
is to last daily from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m., and will probably
be finished by Aug. 23 or 24,
a week earlier than original-

1y scheduled.

N
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Time could be reduced,
Albert said, “because we
have a new desire on the
part of members to get this
job over as quickly as we
can.”

He said that Mr, Nixon's
statement on Monday “had
something to do with the
members' desire to expedite
‘this.”

After the 25 hours of gen-
eral debate, the House would
take up each of the three
articles separately and vote
on each of them, Earlier, the
leadership had indicated that
votes on each paragraph of
the articles would be per-
mitted. But Albert said yes-
terday that the final rule
might prohibit that and al-
low votes only on a complete
article,

Some members hoped the
debate could get under way
even before Aug. 19, but Al-
bert said logistical problems
and a delay in writing the
report would prevent that.

He said committee Chair-
man Peter W. Reodino Jr.
(D-N.J.) believed the final
report cannot be placed in
members’ hands until next
Tuesday or Wednesday.
Then the Rules Committee
would meet on Wednesday
or Thursday to vote out the
rule governing debate on
the House floor.

The Judiciary Committee
is to meet this Friday to
write the final report. That

cans who voted against im-
peachment will want time
to write sections explaining
why they changed their
minds, ]

‘After Mr. Nixon’s state-
ment was made public Mon-
day, the 10 committee Re-
publicans who opposed im-
peachment began, one by
one, .announcing that the
new evidence required a
vote for impeachmet on at
least. one of the three ar-
ticles.

The last to change was
Rep. Treni Lott (R-Miss.),
who spent yesterday morn-
“ing reading the transcripts
of the June 23, 1972, con-
versation between Mr. Nix-

on and his chief of staff,
H. R. (Bob) Haldeman.
Lott told reporters yester-
day afternoon, “I hope he
will resign, but if not I have
no alternative but to vote
for Article I.” Th

“It is obvious that he'had
knowledge from the. early
phase of the cover-up,” Lott
said. “He condoned it, if he
didn’t approve it.”

Lott also said he would
veconsider whether to vote
for Article II, which charges
presidential misuse of execu-
tive powers, on grounds that
the latest transcripts show
that Mr, Nixon approved try-
ing to usc the Central In-
telligence Agency to inter-
fere with the FBI investiga-
tion. . .

“This is a moment of deep
sorrow for me,” he added,

Rep: Edward Hutchinson
(R-Mich.), the ranking Re-
publican on the Judiciary
Committee, had stood solid-
ly behind the President. un-
til yesterday, when he said
he will vote for Article -I.
He expressed resentment
with the evidence that came
out after the committee had

_ finished its business. “I feel

that T have been deceived,”
he said.

Rep. Charles W. Sandman;
Jr. (R'N.J), a highly voeal
defender of the President
during committee debates,
said the new evidence fur-
nished by the President left
him wit® ae alternative but
to vote for impeachment. .

“These conversations con-
tain specific, clear-and con-
vincing evidence constituting
the criminal charge of ob-
struction of justice, leaving
me no recourse but to sup-
port impeachment on Articlé
I of the articles of impeach-
ment,” Sandman said.

Rep. Delbert L. Latta (R-
Ohio) said that if he were in
Mr. Nixon's shoes he woiild
resign, and announced that
he will vote for the obstric-
tion of justice article, A5y

Rep. Henry P. Smith III

‘(R-N.Y.) came out for im-

peachment and said it would
be in the “best interests” cf
the country if the President
resigned,



v ' " By Douglas Chevaller—The Wuhm:tonpr'ost
Mr. Nixon talks to Defense Secretary Schleslnger .

Dl,smay Pervades

W hite House Staff

By CarI Bernstein and Bob Woodward
Washington Post Staff Writers

Senior White House offi-

-cials, stunned -by -President .

Nixon’s -admission of com-
plicity in the Watergate '

coverup, are dismayed at his
apparently steadfast refusal
to resign, aceording to in-
formed sources. '

Mr, Nixon’s prineipal dep-,
_uties, inecluding = White
House chief of staff Alexan.
der M. Haig Jr., are thus
moving toward independent
assumption of day-to-day
control of the executive
branch, the sources said,
while -the President con-
ducts what some top aides
regard as a hopeless strug-
gle to remain in office.

The intense loyalty once
extended to Richard M.
Nixon by his White House
staff, Presidential aides re-
ported yesterday, has now

shifted to the office of the
presidency itself—and - deci-
sively away from its current
occupant.

Sadness and pity, tem-
pered sometimes by a sense

" of personal betrayal, are evi- -

dent in the conversations
now ‘taking place in corri-
dors and offices of thé exee-
utive mansion. ' !

‘But two other attltudes
revealed in extensive inter-
views with members of the
White House staff in the
past "48 hours, seem more
pervasive: uncertainty, and
a determination that the or-
derly process of government
continue, —

' | There are guarded state-

ments and reluctant confir--
mations, generally in the

‘most  Testrained language,

, See STAFF, A6, Col. 1
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that the President is under
great psycho]gg;cal strain.

“I don't:mean to bé alarm-
ist,” onefsoiirce ‘with first-
hand ]mowledge said, “and
it ha$ to-Bé"gaId delicately,. .
but the President will not
listen to anyone, not really
listen ... He's serene, I’
say serene, but not in touch
‘with reality.”

Privately, Haig has told
high-level members of the
White House staff that he
perceives his mission as in-
suring that the decision-
making requirements of the
presidency be met in the
absence of effective leader-
ship by Mr. Nixon.

Late Monday, more than
100 presidential aides and
assistants rallied around the
exhausted White House
chief of staff, giving him an
extended ovation when he
told them that their task is
to -continue the business of
government in a time of
doubt and concern.

Significantly, informed
sources reported, Haig made
no explicit attempt to tie his
function or that of the
White House staff to Mr.
Nixon's continuing determi-
nation to remain in office,

Following Haig's meeting
with members of the White
House staff, one presidential
assistant observed: “We now
have something more than a
caretaker government, some-
thing less than government
fully committed to Nixon as
President.”

Another senior aide some- -
one whose loyalty to the .
President has always been .
unfailing, compared MI'«';
Nixon’s demeanor to that of-
Captain Queeg—the erratic
Navy captain of the Caing
Mutiny, relieved by his see-
ond-in-command as his ship -
swirled leaderless in the tors,
rent of a typhoon. i

One of the President's
prinecipal deputies was:
asked about, the - Captam B
Queeg characterization yes-
terday and answéred ’hhat
he would not gquarrel with “
the comparison. “Just re-
member that: the govern-
ment will ggon,” he .said,

In their ;“eopversations,
presidential ‘aides seemed
particularly ) concerned
about Mr, Nixon's apparent
refusal to heed the counsel ”
of some of his closest depu- -
ties that he should resign'in -

“viable Alternative; the Presi- |

"' One versor familiar. with "

order to save himself, if not

the country,. om"‘évhat i.’hqy
regard as n‘y of »im- +
peachment % d I by the "
Senate, -'wr

Even in the White House,
it is difficult to find anyone
who seriously believes the
President would be acquit-
ted by the Senate, according
to these aides. But they
come to varying conclusions
about Mr. Nixon's percep-
tion of the situation.

One source with access to

.the President said Mr.
Nixon seems realistic about
his chances and expects to
be removed from office.
“But he is willing to be hu-

miliated by it,” this source
said. “It is almost as if hq‘
feels he has to be humili-
ated by it, to go down the
road ail the WRAY. Tttt APRT
Another White ‘Hause
aide, expressing the con-
~trary.vigw that the Presi-
dent is not yet-convinced his
situation is hopeless, ™ said
there is dismay on the pres-
idential staff—but not re-
sentment—about such an as-
sessment by Mr. Nixon.
“He won't resign and
we’re accepting that,” the
aide said. “It’s his decision
and there is a great sympa-
thy for his position ... This
is the man we've served and
believed in for years.” ' :
Another White House aide
cautioned that the situation
could change at any given
moment and predicted that
the President will be forced
to resign in coming weeks
as he “becomes more aware”
of the full weight of publie
and congressional pressure.
At this point, several per-*
sons close to the situation:
observed, Mr. Nixon seems
to have. made a concerted at-
tempt ‘to wall himself off
from those of his former po<
litical supporters who are’
knowr, to be counselmg_ res-
1gnatldn.

'I‘hey notéd that when twa
of the President’s top advis-

T

ers, Watergate lawyer |

James,,_ D st Clair and
speechwriter ./ Patrick By:~
chanan, suggested -
an 1ntermedia to m
on oen Sunday -that: hweon-‘
sider resignationa§; his only

+ dent. responded-in®words to.
the' efféct ntha;‘iiﬂ wish T~

& ﬁﬂer*th.e ‘release of the
sil

had heard‘something _else” '1

Sundax‘a“'meefhng at:.Cafap/”
Tavid observed: afterwards: -
- “He didn’t"njte undetsting
1 that, He wauldn’t be‘,\}evg
th15 1s hﬁpfu’énmg,.} a
\ ,.51 then, _another’ Sonr‘ce
smPfesldeﬁt s ise-
cluded imself~ “fromi “the
1«ﬁal political” experts "who
swould tell hl . totdke a .
‘walk. HE won't talk.to the
Qﬁaple w;thd:he ‘background
and .knowledge who would
give lmn smne sf.raxght ad-
me.‘l’ - ;
oy ‘gmétigfwith thia' view,
ﬁ: »ﬁmﬂs& bgide _said

that "i:he wPfss:dént prefex's
Aot 'to dwell on:its posmblé
~eonsequences: ’

dent’s new self-inerimi-
nating tape transeript evi-
dence on Monday, this &ide",
said Mr, Nixon “walked as if
a burden was lifted.” ' .
Another source spoke of
President Nixon “living a lie
for the last two years,” dur-
ing which he repeatedly in- "
sisted to the public he was
ignorant of the Watergate
cover-up. The same source
said Mr. Nixon had privately
assumed the same dogged

See STAFF, A7, Col, 1
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insistence on_his innocence
in contacts with Cabinet of-"
ficers, close aides, friends
and con.gresainnn] leaders.
He even ‘went to the extent,
this so said, of taking
people by the lapels and
shaking them to emphasize
the point."

“Tt was a hoax," a differ-
ent White House aide said
vesterday, “a total hoax and
1 feel sorry for the man.”

Referring to Mr. Nixon's
statement Monday that “the
record, in its entirety, does
not ;]ustiﬁ the ‘extreme step
of impeachment and removal
of a Preésident,” another -
source observed: “Somehotw
he thinks that his act of con-
trition is'going to bring him
absolution in the Senate ...
He is going to look ridicu-
loustolallorusaftera
Whlle ” | L

Two high Jevel White House
officials’ cautioned yester-
day, however, that addition-.
al mforrnation damaging to
Mr. Nixon is contained ip at




least one more of the G4 tape
recordings tge Presiéient has
agreed, under a- Supreme-
Cir:rt order, “to" surrender.
to U.S. Distriet Court Judge
John J. Sirica and, volun-
tarily, tothe US. Senate for
an i.mpeachment 7= ) I

In addition, both officials
spoke of “astonishing” things"
that have happened in the
White Héuse in the past sev-
eral months, and one said:
“This last pha.ae of the cov- -
er-up will be an _amazing |
story.” | s |

The two ofﬁcials indi-
cated that the so-called “last |
phase” 'began on July 24,
the date .of the unanimous
Supreme Court decision
ordering ithat the 64 tapes
be surrendered. The. Presi--
dent, they said;-argued with -
his senier des that he
should not comply with the
court’s order. (“He was the
only one who considered
defying the order,” a presi-
dential lawyer said, “...and
that shows how far things
had gone.”)

Only  after pres!denﬁal
counsel St. Clair had threat-
ened to resign if Mr. Nixon
refused tp comply did the
President, agree to obey the
court's er, the two of-
ficials said.

Then, |two days la'ber

Judge Sirica -extracted "a
promise from St. Clair, that .
the President’s lawyer would -
listen to |the tapes himself '
for the time. Until that
point, s officials said, St.
Clair-had complained to col-
leagues that the President
would not give him. access
to some evidence. Mr. Nixon
had instead wasted St°
Clair's time in long, ram-
bling discussions-during’
which the'President insisted
on making the key legal de-

cisions, according to the
officials.

But Sirica’s order to St.
Clair altered that situation
and soon aftérwards the
President’s lawyer ' learned !
the devastating conténts of 1
the June 23, 1972, tapes: Mr. .
Nixon’s own recorded admis-
sion that he approved a
cover-up of the facts of
Watergate to hide ‘Involve- .
ment of his own aides. >«

Because the President had |
listened to these tapes this
- May, at a time when St. Clair |
was trying to fashion Mr.
Nixon’s anti-impeachment de-
fense, St. Clair insisted that
the President release trans-
cripts of the damaging re-
cordings, the officials said.’
And St. Clair also insisted
that the transcripts be ac-
companied by a presidential
statement making it eclear
that St. Clair was not a party
to withholding such informa-
tion from the House Judi-
ciary Committee.

“The President readily |
agreed to St~ Clair’s: ‘re- |
quest,” one source sald qu-
day .....

'Meanwhile another .source '
:}:led thisdweek that one of

President’s a ys has -
recommended tm I?i::
on attempt to plea bargain
with the special prosecutor’s
office, exchanging his resig-
nation for immunity from
prosecution. It is not known
whether that recommenda-
tion has reached the Presi-
dent.

- Expressing .what appear-
,ed to be a consensus of the
"White House staff, one mid-
dle-level White House aide
said yesterday: “We're ready
for an orderly transition of
powar — whenever that
comes.”




Rejects Demands
From Supporters_

For Reqlﬁnatlon
ﬂ7 / % Carroll Kilpatrick N !

Washington Post Staff Writer 3

With resignation demands coming from some of hlS
staunchest supporters in Congress, President Nixon yes-
terday told his Cabinet he does not intend to resign and
believes that the constitiitional process should he alluwed
to run its course.

The beleaguered President, who has acknowledged that
his cause in the House is ’hopeless, was quoted by one
Cabinet officer as declaring that resignation “is not the
course to follow. For me to resign would be so;gethmg
outside the Constitution.”

Nevertheless, despite the Preszdent's determmatmn
events moved with such speed yesterday that presidential
supporters acknowledged that resignationsis a possibility,
if not now, before a Senate trial.

Deputy press secretary Gerald L. Warren confirmed a
Washington Post report that at Camp David last weekend
the President considered the possibility of remgnathn &

“Obviously, the President drd not c‘hoose that course o
Warren said.

While the.President maintained hls struggle to stay in

" office, the pressures on him mounted, from within his

own party, both in the House and the Senate.
In “seeking ways to defend himself; the President has

‘for the time being rejected proposals that he speak once.

more to the nation on television. But he still has under.
consideration a suggestion that he address a joint session
of Congress, aides said.

Meanwhile, as part of contingency planning, aides are,
preparing material for a possible speech should the Prem-
dent decide to resign.

No one at the Cabinet meeting suggested that the Presi--
dent resign, and no Cabinet member offered his own,
resignation, Secretary of the Treasury William E. Simon

and others present said.

Simon, who spoke to a large mm:ber of reporters at the
White House, said Mr. Nixon “sincerely believes” that he
has committed .no.impeachable offense. '

The President expressed his resolve ot to allow the:
tragedy of Watergate to prevent his administration from
attending to the nation’s business, Simon said.-

Secretary of Labor Peter J, Brennan and Secretary
of Commerce Frederick B. Dent, who stood by 'Whlle Simon
spoke, confirmed his account.

Secretary of State Henry A. Klssmger who stayed for
a private meeting with the President, said when he de--
parted that “the foreign policy of the United States is
always and continues to be conducted on a bipartisan basis
in the national interest and in the interest of world peace.

“When questions of peace or war are considered no
foreign government should have any doubts about the way

‘in which foreign policy will be conducted.”

As Kissinger entered his car, a reporter asked if he
believed the President should resign. But Kissinger drove
off without replying.

Another Cabinet officer, who declined to allow his name”

to be used, said the President began the meeting by speak
ing for 15 minutes about the possibility of being im-

See PRESIDENT, A28, Col. 3
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peached, He told the Cabi-
net he had considered resig-
nation and that some people
had advised him it would be
best to resign.

But Mr, Nixon said he was
not in the position of an or
dinary citizen in this matter
and must be governed by
the Constitution.

The Constitution provides
a process for this kind of
problem and that process
should be used, Mr. Nixon
sald. He said he released the
tapes because he wants the
evidence out, adding that he
does not believe he has com-
mitted an impeachable of-

| fense.

Vice President Gerald R.
Ford, who sits across the
Cabinet table from the Pres-
ident, then made some com-
ments explaining his public
statement Monday declaring
that he would stop talking
about the impeachment is-
sues.

However, the Vice Presi-
dent told the Cabinet he
would continue to talk about
what he regarded as the
President’s achievements,

The President compli-
mented the Cabinet and said
it was a good one. “Do your
extra best to run the govern-
ment,” a Cabinet officer
quoted the President as say-
ing “The important thingis
that this government be run
in these difficult
times.”

The President said it was
very important that the gov-
ernment continue operating
despite the strains of im-
peachment, one member
said.

Kissinger added that it

was important not only for
the governmental process
but so that the world would
recognize that the American
government is strong
enough to go through im-
peachment and yet carry on
in a normal way.

The President, according
to Cabinet members pres-
ent, said he had gone
through the arguments for
and against resignation
from A to Z. Although he
had received advice from
personal friends and politi-
cal colleagues that he ought
to spare himself and his
family the ordeal and pre-
serve his financial ' advan-
tages that would be saved
by resignation, he concluded

that these considerations

were immaterial. The word
“resignation” is not in the
Constitution, Mr. Nixon
noted.

“There was no uncertainly
in his mind as to what his
course is going to be,” one

member said. “There was no
suggestion that he would re-
sign. It is totally foreign to
what he would do.”

No one in the room chal-
lenged the President’s argu-
ments.

The discussion of im-
peachment took nearly half
an hour. Matters then
turned to the budget, the
economy and inflation for
about an hour.

One member, asked how
the President looked, said,
“Obviously, he has been
through a tortuous period of
decision and analysis, He ap-
peared to show it. His
speech wasn't flowing. But
after he got into topics deal-
ing with the economy and
international  affairs, he
seemed to get back his old
gait, to have gotten a kind
of second wind.”

Roy L. Ash, director of
the Office of Management
and Budget, told the Cabi-
net meeting that Mr. Nixon
might have to veto a series
of money hills to prevent ex-
cessive spending.

Secretary of the Interior
Rogers C. B. Morton, who
has been a staunch Nixon
supporter in the crisis, de-
clined to speak to reporters
after the Cabinet meeting. -

He confined himself to
this statement issued
through the Interior Depart-
ment's press office:

“As to the matter of im-
peachment, I accept the
President’s desire to see the
constitutional process go
forward in a orderly man-
ner. He has decided that his
resignation would not serve
the Republic, and has reaf-
firmed his commitment not
to resign.

“As to the Interior De-
partment, we are reviewing
our entire spectrum of pro-
grams in preparation for the
presentation of the fiscal
1876 budget and legislative
plang.”

Kenneth Rush, counselor
to the President for eco-
nomic affairs, said after the
meeting he had never seen
the President look better.

“He was very relaxed, in
excellent humor, never bet-
ter,” Rush said.

Regarding the decision to
carry on as President, Rush
said Mr. Nixon “made the
decision,” and that “no dis.
sent was expressed to that
decision . . . Everyone ral-
lied behind (him).”

' Rush said the President
did not go around the table
asking for opinions but that

there was an atmosphere of
“everyone saying they were
going to back the Presi-
dent . . . all going to do
what we can to run our
operation and cooperate
fully.”

Asked how he felt about
Mr, Nixon, whom he has
known since he taught him
law at Duke University,
Rush said “the President is
one of the strongest, most
dedicated men to the coun-
try I have known.

“As you wuse hindsight
with the tapes many differ-
ent interpretations can
arise. He did nothing he
thought was wrong, nothing
that would justify either im-
peachment or conviction. -

“I know he’s always been
absolutely honest and truth-
ful with me in every way.”

Warren told reporters
that there was no change in
the President’s relations
with the Vice President now
that Ford has decided he
should no longer speak on
the impeachment defense.

Asked ‘if. Mr. Nixon has
been in touch with any Re-
publican leaders in Con-
gress since he returned
from California July 28,
Warren said he had not. The
President has had only two
official appointments, one
with Simon last week and
the Cabinet meeting yester-
day.

Mr. Nixon has met 'al-
most exelusively with two
persons: Alexander M. Haig
Jr., White House staff chief,
and press secretary Ronald
L. Ziegler, to the annoyance
of other advisers.

At Camp David Sunday, i

the President conferred in-
directly with Haig, Ziegler,
James D, St. Clair, his attor-
ney, and speech writers Ray-
mond K. Price and Patrick J.
Buchanan. :
However, the President
saw only Haig and Ziegler.
The others met in separate

quarters to help draft the .

presidential statement re-
leased Monday and to con-
fer on other matters. Their
opinions and decisions were
transmitted to the President
by Haig or Ziegler.

Reporters were allowed
into the Cabinet room
briefly at the beginning of
yvesterday’s session while
photographers took pictures.

The president was smil-
ing, chatting with those seat-
ed near him and he ap-
peared to be relaxed. He dis-
played no signs of tension
or concern.




Rep. Rholdes_on”lm[)eachment

Text of a statement yes- j
terday by Rep. John J. |

Rhodes (R-Ariz.),
Minority-Leader:
For me, this is a sad day.

I admire Richard Nixon, for

House

the many great things he has™
done for the people of Ameri- |

ca and the . people of the
world. I have no doubt what-
soever that the final analysis
of history will be that few
American Presidents did more
for the solid advancement of
world  peace than Richard
Nixon.

But the most important as-
pect of our entire system of
government is equal justice
under the law—the principle
‘that no person—whether he
be rich or poor, black or

“white, ordinary eltizen or !
_ president—is above the law.
" Coverup of eriminal activity '

- and misuse of federal agen-

cies can neither be condoned
nor tolerated. And as long
as we adhere as a nation to

 this prineiple, our nation

will remain great and
strong. )

I have considered the evi-
dence to the best of my abil-
ity. When the roll is called
in the House of Representa-
tives, T will vote “aye” on
impeachment Article I. In
addition, the new evidence
made available yesterday has
considerable bearing on my

. decision concerning Article

II, a decision which I have
not yet finalized.

L. A I AR,

I make my judgment as a
Tawyei, a person with some
acquaintance with the Con-
stitution, and as a member

of Congress from Arizona.
Others may interpret the evi-
dence differently. This re-

quires a highly personal de-’

cision

I still believe that Im-
peachment is not a party
matter, It is strictly a mat-
ter of conscience, Thus, I
have no intention of impos-
ing my interpretation of the
evidence on any other mem-
ber of Congress. For a party
leader to attempt to dictate
a matter of individual con-
science would be entirely ill-

‘advised. .

The past year has been a
difficult period for the Amer-
ican people. However, we
have come through it with

our fundamental belief.in |

justice and the law intact.
As was said by President
Dwight David Eisenhower:
“America is- great be-
cause America is Eood.
And if America ceases to
be good, America will
cease to be great.”
I have every confidence
that America will remain
both good and great.
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'Rep. Charles W. Sandman Jr. (D:-N.J), who defendea
Mr. Nixon during House Judiciary Committee hear-

ings, urges President to resign during a press con-
ference. ; :



View Beyond Watergate

f Both Parties Refocusi
Pohf:ﬂﬁeo oth Parties Refocusing

By %/av T

Washington Post Staff Writer
The Republican Party yesterday
came close to a formal break with
"Richard M. Nixon, and the Democrats

readjusted their sights to a political
world without a Watergate issue.

Politicians in both parties and their
public opinion advisers began a
wrenching process of refocusing on a
political landscape in which most as-
sumed the dominant figure woulg be
Gerald R, Ford. ‘

Almost ignoring Mr. Nixon's reiter-
ated intention to fight against removal
from office, Republicans said with
near-unanimity—and some Democrats
conceded—that if Ford succeeds to the
presidency this fall, as most of them
now expect, it would mean happier re-
turns for the GOP in both the 1874 and
1976 elections than anything that could
have been expected a week ago.

In an avalanche of reaction to Mon-
day’s disclosure by Mr. Nixon of his
own long-suppressed role in the Water-
gate cover-up, droves of GOP congress-
men and party officials abandoned
their defense of the President and
called for his quick impeachment or
resignation.

Several key GOP officials urged Re-
publican National Chairman George
Bush to formalize the break by jeining

. GOP, From Al

quarters on Capitol Hill, said both
Ford ard Bush had “done a disservice
to the American people over the past
two months by insisting on the inno-
cence of the President when it was be-
coming increasingly obvious that he
was not innocent.”

Ford had announced Monday night
that he would neither repudiate nor
reaffirm his own previous statements
of confidence in Mr. Nixon's innocence
of any impeachab¥e offense, and he
held to that vow of silence yesterday.

Strauss said that he believed that
“the way Ford and others have posi-
tioned t‘hemselves has come back to
haunt them,” but he insisted that the
Democrats would not perpetuate the
Watergate issue solely for campaign
purposes,

“I have consistnetly said that those
candidates who run on Watergate
didn't deserve to be elected and proba-
bly wouldn’t be,” Strauss said, “so I
don’t think we'd make any major
change in our campaign strategy at all
if Ford is in the presidency.”

“Ford’s position on domestic issues

Republican governors, senators and
represertatives in expressing disap-
proval of the President's conduct.

His opposite number, Democratic
National Chairman Robert S. Strauss,
called on both Ford and Bush “to
make clear whether their first loyalty
is to Richard Nixen or to the American
publie.”

Despite the pressure from his own
and the opposition party, Bush last
night iscued only a bland statement ex-
pressing his “deep feelings for those
who supported the Président on the
basis of the facts . .. which they be-
lieved to be true” and his continued
“confidence the President will do what
is right—what is best for the country.”

The statement sald “resignation is
something that the President alone
must docide,” and urged that if there
is an impeachment trial, it be held in
“as expeditious a manner as possible
to spare the nation more trauma.”

The troubled GOP chairman told a
reporter yesterday, “I understand that
there may be criticism from some
party people, but that is all that I can
Sa .’!

gtrauss. in a telephone interview
from California during the afternoon
period when Bush was shuttling be-
tween the White House and his head-

See GOP, A4, Col 1

relates very closely to Mr. Nixon's,”
the Democratic chairman said, “so
we'd still run on the basic pocketbook

issues and the question of unmet hu-,

man ne&ds that we’d always planned to
use.” -

Despite Bush's agonizing, the gen-
eralreaction among Republican politi-
cians—after Monday night’s initial
shock at the President's disclosure—
was almost one of relief yesterday.

Before, House Minority Leader John
J. Rhodes (R-Ariz.) held his late-after-
nonn press conference—canceled Mon-
day ostensibly because of laryngitis—
‘to declare his support for impeach-

ment, good-humored GOP congress--

men joshed him, “Hey, John, you've
got your voice back.”

Many Republicanr Members said the
President’s confession of complicity in
the cover-up had made it possible for

. them to urge his quick removal—a

step that most of them had long ago
concluded was in thelr own best inter-
ests politically.

Typical of this group was Houston
I. Flournoy, the underdog Republican
candidate for governor of California.
Flournoy, a progressive Republican

Assoclated Press
Wiggins: a “painful * conclusion.

who has been elected twice as state
controller, had been privately critical
of Mr. Nixon for months, but was
fearful of antagonizing the President’s
hard-core conservative supporters in
his native state.

But Monday night, he called the
President’s admission “unbelievable”,

“and called for his resignation. -

Yesterday, the man Flournoy is
seeking to succeed, Gov. Ronald Rea-
gan, a staunch Nixon defender, said
he was “deeply disturbed” by the rev-
alations but would not urge resigna-
tion. Instead, Reagan said it was “im-
perative™ that the President “go be-
fore the Congress immediately and
make a full disclosure of all the in-
formation he has on this matter, . . .”

Reagan aides disclosed that he is
rewriting a speech for Thursday’s Re-
publican telethon in California in an
effort to emphasize that Watergate is
not a. Republican responsibility, They
described him as approving Flour-
noy’s.statement -and is hopeful that
the disassociation will improve Flour-
noy's chances against the Democratic

nominee, Secretary of State Edmund
G. Brown Jr.



Significantly, Flournoy's pro-resig-
nation statement was echoed by H. L.
(Bill) Richardson, the staunchly con-
servative Republican candidate against
Sen, Alan Cranston (D-Calif.).

The new-found Republican unity was
visible in other major states where
party officials had earlier anticipated
an autwmn campaign in which the GOP
candidates were split down the middle

| on the impeachment issue.

For example, all nine Republican
congressmen from Michigan lined up
on the side of impeachment yesterday,
and Gov. William G, Milliken (R) said
the President would ljkely be forced
to resign.

The same thing occurred in New
Hampshire, where Gov, Meldrim Thom-
son (R) and Rep. Louis Wyman (R-
N.H.), a prospective Senate candidate,

‘switched sides simultaneously and

came out against the President.
Noting this phenomenon, public opin-
ion analyst Patrick Caddell, who had
been the pollster for the 1972 McGov-
ern campaign and is working for sey-
eral Democratic candidates this year,

. said in an interview yesterday, “I'm

beginning to - think the Republicans

this month,” he said,

can rehabilitate themselves Em' this fis—f-

sue.” ;
'Caddell said Hepublicans “now
have an opportunity to turn this
thing around,” because the actions
of Republican members who argued
and voted for impeachment during
the televised proceedings of the
House Judiciary Committee .“showed
people there are Republicans of con-

_science . . . who do their duty. as
Americans.
“If they get rid of Nixon any tlme

“they might
really be in a position to turn this
election around. It could make No-
vember a referendum on Jerry Ford
—and that would help a lot of Re-
publicans who are not very serious
challengers right now."” )

Other Democrats, however, said
they thought it unlikely there would
be as dramatic a recovery in Repub-
lican fortunes as Caddell seemed to
suggest.

Strauss and his political deputy,
Robert J. Keefe, both argued that

“Fords own long record of opposition

to Democratic domestic programs in
Congrerss and his close association

with the Nixon administration would.

validate the Democrats’ economic is-
sues.

“Ford's got a long record on issues |

of housing and health care and mat-

! ters of concern to working people,”

Strauss said, “and he and his party
are going to have to live with it.”

“Our problem,” said Keefe, “has
been to get the voters’ minds off Page
1 impeachment stories and onto the
Page ;3 and 4 economic stories. When
Nixon leaves, our issues move onto
Page 1.” 5

-}

Another Democratic pollster, Peter '_
Hart, agreed that “the Democrats are .

better off without

issue,” but he and Caddell both ques-
tioned whether a Ford administratlon,. i

in its early months, would be held

g responsible by the voters for the eco-

the Watergate |

nomice ills that are troubling the coun- |

try now.
“What we're going through is like

an assassination,” Hart said, “and af-

- ter an assasslnation, what everyone

wants is to look forward, not back-
ward. Honesty and responsiveness are
the keys, and on those, the Republi- |

:
]
|

cans have to be better off with Ford.” |



Panel Backs

Kissinger in

Wisetap Flap

Washington Post Staff Writer

The Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee yesterday
reaffirmed its decision that
Henry A. Kissinger’s role in
the wiretapping of subordi-
nates and newsmen did not
constitute grounds to bar
his confirmation as Secre-
tary of State.

“The committee has con-

cluded that there are no sig-
nificant discrepancies be-
tween the new information
developed and Dr. Kissing-

er's testimony during the.

confirmation hearings last
year,” the report released
yesterday said.

The nine-page report is
studded with qualifications
relating to the issue of wire-
tapping, “probably it will
never be posible to deter-
mine exactly what took
place,” the report says.

The committee undertook
its inquiry at Kissinger’s re-
quest, following the publica-
tion of FBI reports which
said the secretary, then the
President’s national security
adviser, was the person who
requested the wiretaps that
were intended to stop leaks
'of national security informa-
tion. Kissinger threatened
to resign unless his name
was cleared.

Yesterday State Depart-
ment spokesman Robert An-
derson said “the secretary is
gratified by the committee’s

. report.” Given the context
of the report, Anderson con-
tinued, Kissinger “no longer
sees any reason for resigna-
tion and therefore he does
not intend to resign.”

The report acknowledges
that there are discrepancies
‘“between the FBI docu-
ments and the testimony of
participants in the
(wiretapping) program” rela-
ting to who requested the

See KISSINGER A30, Col. 1

Senate Committee Backs

Klssmger on Wiretaps

KlSSINGER From A1l

surveillance and who saw
the logs. )

‘Some questions, the re-
port says, could only be an-

swered by President Nixon, -

others only by the late FBI
Director J. Edgar Hoover. .
+Inconsistencies hetween
teéstimony and FBI docu-
ments could only be re-
solved by William C. Sulli-
van, former No, 3 manin the
FBI who is physically un-
able to testify because of a

-recent heart attack. There

afe gaps in FBI documents,
the report notes, and the
récollections_of some partic-
ipants are hi because of
the passage of time.

+The committee report .

says it was not necessary
“tp make definitive findings
of fact on each of the allega-

tions that have been made’

concerning Dr. Kissinger's
role in the wiretapping .
But we believe it should lay
tg rest the major questions
raised about Secretary Kis-
singer’s role.”

Given what it called “the
imipossibility of laying to

rest every question about:

thie wiretap program and

- secretary Kissinger’s role in

it the committee set what
it- characterized as “a more
modest and realistic objec-
tj.‘ve'”

It posed two questions:

:“Is there a basis in ascer-
tam&ble fact to conclude
tl:lat Dr. Kissinger misrepre-
sented his role in the wire.
tapping during his ‘(confir-
mation)  testimony  last
year?” To this the commit-
tee; in a report adopted by
cgnsensus, answered no.”

-Secondly, it asked
whether the committee
wonld still be prepared to
confirm Kissinger as Secre-
tary of State if the informa-
tion available now has been
avdilable last September. To
this the committee answered
"}!és."

/The report also concedes
“semantie problems” on the
question of whether Kis-

" singer “initiated” individual

wiretaps. Last year, the re-

. port nofes, Kissinger testi-

fied that he had supplied
names to.the FBI: . . . in
supplying the names we did
not specifically request a
tap, although we knew, of
course, that this could be,
was a probable outcome.”
In testimony this year
Kisginger said: “Insofm; as
the submission of a name
triggered a series of events

which resulted in a wire- .

tap, it would be said that
the s{lbmissiou ‘initiated’ the
tap.”

Most of the testimony still
is being cleared for release.

Although FBI documents
do carry Kissinger's name
as .the person requesting
taps, the committee report
says during its closed-door
hearings “Bernard Wells,
the FBI agent who handled
the preparation” of most of
the papers relative to the

program, stated that the

wording on the individual
request forms could not be
taken literally.”

“The committee,” the re-
port stated, “was unable to
settle to its satisfaction
some questions about the in-
itiation and termination of
certain wiretaps. But it did
establish to its satisfaction
that Secretary Kissinger's
role in the program was es-
sentially as he described it
in testimony last year.” It
said: “Words on FBI docu-
ments or on presidential
tapes cannot be considered
as definitive statements ei-
ther of what transpired or
of Dr. Kissinger’s part in
the overall program.”

The report quotes a letter
from the President in which
Mr. Nixon stated he
“directed the surveillance.”
The report said Kissinger
was “acting on the assump-

tion ... that the wiretaps

were perfectly legal.” But it,
notes that the committee re-
mains * “very much con-
cerned about the broader is-
sues posed by the 17 wire-

., taps” and hopes subcommit-

tees now looking into the
problem will come wup with
“effective statutory safe-
guards to govern the use of
wiretaps for foreign policy
or related purposes.”
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. By Stephen Green

+'” Washington Post Staff Writer i
- Presidential support in
the: Maryland and Virginia
 House delegations slid fur-
ther yesterday, while the
four senators from those
jtates refused to commit
thiémselves publicly.
+Although Maryland Re-

blican Senators J. Glenn

eall and Charles MecC.
Mathias maintained public
pdsitions of neutrality, the
- dight House members from
‘Maryland, including several
onde Strongly pro-Nixon con-
servatives, appeared to be
‘unanimous in support for
injpeachment.

“Virginia Republican Sen.

William L. Scott and inde-

pendent Sen. Harry F. Byrd
Jr,-also refused to commit
themselves. But it seemed
certain that at least six, and
possibly more, of the 10 Vir-
ginia House members would
vote for impeachment.

Defection from Mr. Nixon
in the Virginia delegation is
particularly significant for
.that state’s House members
supported the President’s
ppsition more consistentls
than any other state deldwe-
tion last , year. Virginia
House members 'voted with
Mr. Nixon position 68 per
cent of the time, followed by
the Nebraska delegation
with 67 per cent. The Mary-
land, delegation voted with
Mr. Nixon’s position 468 per
cent of the time. 1

Until yesterday, four of
the Maryland House mem-
bers had declared they
would wvote for impeach-
ment. They were Republi-
cans Gilbert Gude and Law-
rénce J. Hogan and Demo-
crats Paul S. Sarbannes and
Parren J. Mitchell.

‘They were jointed yester- -

ddy by Republican Robert E.
Baiiman and Demoecrat
Goodloe E. Byron. Republi-
can- Majorie S. Holt, who
previously said she was emo-
tionally leaning toward im-
peachment, called for Mr.

ixon's resignation. Demo-
crat Clarence D. Long con-
tinued to say he will wait
before announcing his vote
but he is expected to vote

SHINGTON POST

§upport S lips—in Md., Va.

for impeachment.

Except for Republican M.
Caldwell Butler, a member
of the Judiciary Committee,
the members of the Virginia

-House' delegation have re-

fused to say publicly how
they would vote on impeach-
ment. Butler voted for arti-
cles of impeachment.
Republican Stanford E.
Parris from Northern Vir-
ginia’s Eighth Congressional
District said yesterday that
he now believes Mr. Nixon
is guilty of “obstructing jus-
tice.” He said he would vote
for the Judiciary Commit-
tee’s first article of impeagh-
ment if it was “strengthened
to accuse the President of a
‘willful obstruction of jus-
. tipe " ; i
:Republican Joel T. Broy-
hill of Northern Virginia's

10th Congressional District
is now also considered a’
vote for impeachment in pri-
vate estimates made by Vir;

* ginia House members and

their staffs. Yesterday he re-
fused to' state publicly how
he would vote. “Why should
I?"-' he asked. He added:
“Why should I discourage
people from writing to me

+ and making their fqel.ings

known?”

Democrat - Thomas - N.
Downing of Newport News
said that “in the best inter-
ests of the country and him-
self he (Mr. Nixon) should
resign.” While declining to
state his position on im-
peachment, Downing is con-
sidered a vote for it. ¢

Also considered for im-
peachment in the Virginia
delegation are Republicans
G. William Whitehurst of
Norfolk and Robert W. Dan-!
iel of Spring Grove.

Until yesterday, Virginia ‘

Democrats Dan Daniel ef -
Danville and David Satter-
field III of Richmond and
Republicans William C.
Wampler of Bristol and J.
Kenneth Rohinson of Win-
chester were considered
foes of impeachment. State-
ments from several of ‘them
vesterday, however, indicate

Delegations

impeachment.”

Robinson said Mr. Nixon's
revelations of Monday were
““most distressing to me.”
Dan Daniels said he is
“disillusioned  and dis-
tressed.” Wampler called
the disclosures “damaging.”

Maryland’s Bauman, in

+ announcing he would vote.
for impeachment, said that
if Mr. Nixon resigned it
“would spare the country a
great deal of further disrup-

+ tion and anguish.”

Bauman said he had
hoped he “would never have
to” vdte for impeachment

- and made his decision “with
a sense of profound sad-
ness.” He said he gave “the
President every benefit of
doubt” and stated, “The evi-
dence demonstrates clearly
that the President willfully
participated in and directed
a conspiracy to obstruct jus-

- tice,”

' Mrs. Holt described Mr.
Nixon as a “formented
man.” She asked him “to re-
sign the presidency to spare
himself and the country fur-
ther agony. He has lost for-
ever the trust of the Con-

. gress and the overwhelming

majority of the people.” She
added, “There were high

. crimes and misdemeanors

associated with his office
and he cannot escape re-
sponsibility for them.”

Byron said the “President
has clearly admitted partipi-
pation in obstruction of jus-
tice. I would have no alter-
native but to vote for the
first article of impeachment
(obstruction of justice).”

In the Senate, Beall said
he could not comment be-
‘cause he probably will have
to sit in judgment on the

they could end up voting for




ROBERT E. BAUMAN
. “profound sadness”

an impeachable
Yesterday he had his office
tell inquiring reporters that
Mr. Nixon's admission of

.offense, .

President. “It’s may obliga-

tion to be faithful to the
Constitution and partieu-
larly to be fair,” he said:
Asked whether Mr, Nixon

~ can effectively continue to

govern, Beall said: “I'm not

going to answer that.”
Mathias refused to talk to

The Washington Post, de- -

spite repeated calls to his

_office. “He doesn’t have any-

thing to sayi ... events are
happening so quickly,” a

spokesman for Mathias said.
The spokesman said Mathias

continues to maintain that
as a potential judge and ju- -
ror in a Senate trial of Mr.
Nixon, he eannot discuss the
case.

Scott, until yesterday, had

fsaid he has seen no evidence

that Mr. Nixon committed

Monday “does-adversely re-
flectyon the credibility of |
the esident.” Scott de-,
clined to “make a judgment
at this time as to whether |
the latest revelation is an im- '
peachable offense.” He said,

- through a spokesmun, that
he *““was surprised ‘at the ad-
misgion of the President |
that he -had not fully dis-
closed to the publie, his at-
torney or to the ‘prinicpal
members of the .Wh!te
House staff.” ’

The spokesman said Scott
“does ‘not - intend to make |
anyﬁnal decision regarding
"‘the removal of the President
from office until the House
of Representatives presents
its evidence against the
President and the President
presents his defense befure
the Seuate » )
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Support Crumbles in leon

By Tim O‘Brien
Washington Post Btaff Writer

The latest barrage of

Watergate events left a

-gshambles of = confusion,
shock and anguish yesterday
in those most steadfast bas-
tions of pro-Nixon sentiment
across the country, -

From Mississippi and Ala-
bama to the Illionois heart-
land to Whittier, Calif., the
President’s long-time grass-
roots support appeared to
be crumbling. , -

in Alahama, ‘which gave

. Nixon T4 per cent of its
presidentlal votes in 1972,
the President's strongest

supporters asked him to re-

sign.

C. Snow Hinton. ‘the Tus-
caloosa mayor: who a week
.ago called the House Judici-
ary Committee hearings
“disgusting,” said yesterday
Mr.” Nixon “would do the
nation a service by resign-

‘ing, as I'don’t feel under the

present circumstances he
could provide the leadership
this country needs at this

* time.”

In Huntsville, A.la an in-
fluential leon-supporter,
Louis Salmon Jr., called the
latest revelations "sicken-
ing.”

“I couldn’t 'feel worse

.yesterday

said Salmon, a. lawyer.
“Here’s a man I've publicly
supported from the begin-
ning. I've defended him, I've
felt. like he was leveling
with us. Then the walls
come caving in.”

In its Tuesday editions,
The Birmingham News, Ala-
bama’s largest newspaper,
called on the President to
resign: “Since the President
admitted
complicity in the cover-up,
there is no longer any ques-
tion of his being forced to
resign for strictly polit‘lcal
reasons.”

The Huntsvme Times

"largest paper in, northern

Alabama, also called for res-
ignation “because the Presi-

dent ‘has admitted guilt,
' even though he seemed, at

least as a defense maneuver,
to claim it "as excusable
guilt. The nation dnes not
see it 80.”

. Both papers endorsed Mr.
Nixon in 1972.

In Mississippi, which gave '

the President 80 per cent of
its presidential votes in
1972, U.S. Rep. Thad Coch-
son, a Republiean, - joined
Rep. Trent Lott, aother Re-

public, in urging the Presi-

dent to resign,
Clarke Reed, chairman of
the Southern Association of
|

his

Repnblican State Chairman
and party chairman in “Mis-
sissippi, said, “I have al-
ready relayed to both Trent
and Thad that I personnally
back their actions. I can

find no fault in them at all -

I concur in their positions.”
Gil Carmichael, a prog-

' ressive Republican from Me-

ridian who ran a surpris-
ingly close senatorial race
against Sen, James Q. East-
land (D-Miss.) in 1972, said,
“The majority of the people

: in the state have stoed by
<. him. I've stood with him and

1 think we all feel a great

disappointment in that he’s .

let us down.”

In Whittier,  Calif.," the
President’s -home district
the reaction amiong many f

/ . the faithful echoed the an-

guish +shown by Rep.
Charles E, Wigglns (R-
Calif), a key Nixon de-
fender during the Judiciary
Committee debates,’ in his
statement Monday calling
on Mr. Nixon to resign.
Wiggins’ statement -came
as a surprise to his district
aides. “We're in a complete
state of shock,” said Jane B.
Dressen, Wiggins’ executive
secretary in Fullerton. Of 15
calls received yesterday
morning, 10 supported the
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congressman’s new position,
she said. .

The Orange County Regis-
ter, the largest daily in the
distriet; plans to editorialize
in support of Wiggins today.
Executive editor Jim Dean
said, “The illusion has been
dissipated.” The President

has admittedobstructionof

justice. Maybe lawyers can
continue to haggle about his
guilt or innocence, but, for
the layman, yesterday’s rev-
elations should settle it.”

Roy Knauft, who headed
. the campaign to re-elect the

President in 'Yorba Linda,

Mr.Nixon's birthplace, said,
“I think most people here
believe (Wiggins) acted with
integrity. But we're a long
way from Washington and
we're not yet willing to
dump the President. I think

we are willing to let the
* forfeited all but his job,”

chips fall where they may
and to sapport the Congress

in whatever position it might -
i - what he sees as inevitable—

take.”

Blake Sanborn, mayor of
Whittier, said he feels “a
sense of shock” reverberat-
ing through Nixon support-
ers. But he said he does not

favor impeachment and will |

wateh events “to see what
evidence there is.”
The Whittier Daily News,

' knowledge of the cover-up is -

the town's only daily, has
consistently supported the
President but plans to say
today that Mr. Nixon's

astounding.”

“Much more serious is
why he kept such informa-
tion from his own counsel

“ and the Supreme Court,”

says the News' editorial. “It
may be that he is throwing
himself on the mercy of the
court in the hope of amelio-
rating his potential punish-
ment.” The editorial calls
for a formal conclusion to

~ the impeachment process.

In the 16th District of Illi-
nois, which went for Mr.
Nixon by hefty margins in
both 1968 and 1972, the

- Reockford Morning Star will

reiterate today an earlier
call for the President’s res-
ignation. “The President has

the paper will say. “He can
resign, Or he can bow to

impeachment in the House,
trial in the Senate.”

The Janesville (Wis.) Ga-
zette, a traditionally con-
servative newspaper across
the state line, yesterday
called for the first time for
the President's resignation.

In Wisconsin's' 8th Dis-
trict, another Nixon strong-
hold in the 1988 'and 1972
elections, some of +his GOP
support appeared to wither.
Gerald Buckley, a Graen
Bay_ stockbroker and local
GOP official, said, “There
has been an overt'act of
withholding ° information.
For the good of the two-
party system I feel he must
resign immediately.”

Elizabeth Pfiefer, GOP

. National Committeewoman

and Green Bay resident

said, “I find the news very,

disturbing ... I am very,
very saddened by all these

events I think all Americans
.are.” :

And in the Greenville,
8.C., area—which went 80
per cent for Mr. Nixon in

-1972—the county GOP chair-

man said he is “disappoint-

ed” and “regretful” that the
“regretful” that the Presi-
dent “hid the evidence.”
But, said Chairman Mike
President “hid the evidence,”
Spivey, “it would almost
have to be armed robbery or
something of that nature to
convince me that he has
committed an impeachable
offense.” '

Paul Foster, Demoeratic
chairman of Greenvills,
called for the President's
resignation but urged that
he be granted some protec-
tion against further pros

-tion. .

But through this chorus of
dismay and confusion, at
least one loud voice was
sounded in support of the
President. Eddie Harbin,
past chairman of the Green-
ville GOP, said he proudly
declares himself a “loyal
Nixonian.” He said.
“President Nixon will go
down in history as one of
the greatest Presidents
since the inception of this
country.”




By Larry Morris—The Washington Post

Rep. John J. Rhodes . . .

“1 will vote aye.”

Resignation Urged
By GOP Senq ors

By Spencer Rich
Washington Post Staff Writer

President Nixon’s Senate
support appeared to be col-
lapsing yesterday, with new
calls for his resignation and
a widening belief that a two-
thirds wvote is already on

. hand to oust him from of-
fice once the House files im-
peachment charges.

Sen. John Tower (R-Tex.)
told reporters that.the Sen-
ate Republican Policy Com-
mittee, at a meeting open to
all 42 GOP senators, had de-
bated possible courses of ac-
tion and “the majority senti-
ment among Republican
gsenators is that he should
retire from office.”

At the same time, Tower
said, the senators expressed
fear that “the President
does not perhaps compre-
hend the great hazard he
faces if it comes to trial.”

Although the policy com-

mittee didn't take any for-
mal action, in part- because
GOP Leader Hugh Scott (R
Pa.) was away at a funeral,
it decided tentatively to
send a delegation to the
President to advise him of
the strong sentiment among
Republicans for retirement
and to warn him that he will
very likely -be convicted in
the Senate if he doesn't re-
sign first.

Tower said two proposals
for such a delegation ap-
peared to have the most
support; to have the entire
42-man GOP delegation see
Mr. Nixon, with each mem-
ber telling the President his
views; or to send the GOP
leadership team. Tower said
a decision on how to pro-
ceed may be reached in a
few days.

See SENATE, A3l, Col. 1

: Assoclated Press

Rep. Margaret M. Heckler (R-Mass.) tells reporters that
she will vote for impeachment if President Nixon stays
in office. She called the transcripts released Monday by
the President “shocking beyond belief.”

" SENATE, From A1

“It's pretty obvious that
there is growing sentiment
for resignation. . .We hope

. the President understands
the sense of the Republican
caucus,” said, Tower, a
the past. _

Later in the day, Scott
met in his office with Tower
and the other Senate Repub-
lican leaders, with Barry
Goldwater (R-Ariz.) and Ja-
cob K. Javits (R-N.Y.) also
present, to discuss the best
means to approach the Pres-
ident and convey the senti-
ments of the Senate Repub-
licans. No final agreement
was reached and the same



group will meet again today.

Scott said he agreed there
are “hazards” for Mr. Nixon
if he lets the issue go to
trial, He added that the pro-
spect of a six-month trial,
which White House spokes-
men have hinted at, is “very
distressing,” and said he
will ask the Rules Commit-
tee to write' in rules to see
that a trial can’t last that
long.

Meanwhile, individual sen-
ators yesterday were saying
openly that the events of
the past few days—particu-
larly the President’s release
of transcripts of his conver-
sations on June 23, 1872 —
have pushed the anti-Nixon
count in the Senate past the
two-thirds mark. This indi-
cates a tenative vote suffi-
cient for convietion on the
charges expected to be sent
over by the House.

“It’s very likely this could
have put him over the edge
in the Senate,” said Sen.
Walter Huddleston (D-Ky.).
“He wasn't in a position to
withstand this further bomb-
shell.”

Sen. Peter Dominick (B-

Colo.), when asked if he be-
lieves the votes are there in
the Senate to conviet Mr.
Nixon, said, “I think they
are.” He added that Mr. Nix-
on's announced decision
against resigning is “not a
wise decision. From the
party point of view, we'd be
better off if he did; from his
point of view, he'd be better
Oﬁ:l .

Although only last week
the consensus of the Sen-
ate’s best vote-counters was
that the Senate was still a
handful short of the re-
quired 67 for conviction, one
of -them said yesterday he
believes the total has
pushed past that number, at
least for the moment.

Another Republican fig-
ure, known for his total loy-
alty to the President, said
privately, “We haven’t got
the 34 votes now to ward off
conviction.”

But he pointed out that
presidential attorney James
D. SBt. Clair had told Senate
GOP leaders Monday after-
nopn that he wants six
months of trial in the Sen-
até for his defense of the
President. “Maybe in six
months, we will have the
needed 34 votes. This latest
tape release will become
just another incident and
the flare of sentiment will
g0 back and we’ll have 34.

It's a long shot, but it’s pos-
sible,” he said.

Tower, in his remarks to
reporters, confirmed that St,
Clair had estimated a Sen-
até trial would Ilast six
months.

That appeared to scotch
hopes for a speedy disposi-
tion of the case. There was
some talk of reducing the
length of the House debate,
scheduled for about 10 to 12
days starting Aug. 19, and
Senate Majority Leader

Mike Mansfield (D-Mont.)

said yesterday he would be
happy if the Senate trial

could start early and finish

before Election Day. But
Tower said that in view of
St. Clair’s remarks, he felt it
“highly unlikely” that the
trial could finish before the
November elections,

Senate Majority Whip

Robert -C. Byrd (D-W.Va) |

said, however, that he for-
sees a speedier trial. Now
that the President has prom-
ised to turn over more tapes,
the evidence will be avail-
able, he told reporters at a
breakfast meeting, and pres-

idential lawyer James St. |

Clair no longer has any rea-
son to ask for a delay in its
T ) .

Once'the issue is joined in
the Senate, he added, the
trial “could be completed in
a month. It certainly would
not take more than three
months and even two
'months would strain my ecre-

dulity.”
In confirmation of judg-

ments by senators yesterday
that the President’'s position

is badly eroding, it was
learned that last week Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee
Chairman James O. East-
land (D-Miss.) had advised
presidential staff chief Alex-

ander M. Haig Jr. that it |
looked as if the President ’

would be convicted in a Sen-
ate trial.

Yesterday, a number of :

Senate Republicans publicly
expressed shock or outrage
at the President's actions

and said resignation would

be welcome—but stopped
short of demanding it out-
right. .
George D. Aiken (R-Vt.)
said resignation “would

bring a sigh of relief here
on the Hill.” Jesse Helms
(R-N.C.) confirmed that he
felt he had been deceived,
and said, “I don’t know
whether it’s wise or not, but
surely everyone would be
relieved if he resigned.”
Jacob K. Javits (R-N.Y.)
said, “The country would be
. better off if he were not in

the office now.” But he stop- |

ped short of calling for res-
ignation, as Sen. Robert P.
Griffin (R-Mich) had on
Monday.

Democratic Sens. Philip

A. Hart (D-Mich.), Huddle-

ston, John V. Tunney (D-
Calif.), Abraham A. Ribicoff
(D-Conn.) and Joseph M.
Montoya (D-N.M.) were
among those flatly calling
for resignation yesterday.
One topic being discussed

inereasingly' was whether -

-the President could be given
absolution from any erimi-
nal prosecution if he agreed

| to resign. Griffin and Tower
said they favor this course.
But it wasn't clear what le-
gal formula could be used to
achieve this. .

About the only Senator
who came out strongly in
defense of Mr. Nixon yester-
day was Carl Curtis (R-

Neb.), who told a TV audi- |

ence that Congress
shouldn’t panic. He said the
United States would be like
a “banana republic” if it

ousted Mr. Nixon in favor of |

Vice President Gerald R.
Ford, who in turn then
named someone to fill the
vice presidental slot,

Curtis said this would

mean both Ford and the |

new Vice President would
be men who hadn’t been
elected to their high office,

but merely nominated by a

President under procedures
for filling the vice presi-
dency when it is vacant,



World Press
focuses on
Nixon’s Woes

Realization that President
*"Nixon's ' departure from of-
"fice may be imminent pro-
. voked varying amounts of
. surprise . and interest in
- world capitals yesterday, de-

“-pending on how closely each -

* country ‘had followed the
unraveling of Watergate.

The constant, mostly in

newspaper comments,
seemed to be a feeling that
"a change in American lead-
. ership would not have any
" widespread effect on -inter-
“ national relations.

Although other govern-
"ments had no official com-
"ment on what they de-
" seribed as an internal Amer-
- ican affair, Monday’s revela-

tions were splashed across

front pages everywhere ex-
~cept in the Soviet bloc and
- China, which maintained the
. disereet veil they have ecast
- over the President’s trou-
- bles. -

Soviet Union

From Moscow, Washing-
-.’ton Post correspondent Pe-
" ter. Osnos repooted . that
. Iass, the Sooviet news
- agency, and Moscow radio
;- and television carried ex-
« cerpts of Mr. Nixon's Mon-
day statement, but did not
include the President’s ob-
Servation that
“Impeachment is virtually a
foregone econelusion.” The
English-language service of

3R Sl

PR U

- late last night in a second
. report on the statement.

Earlier, Pravda, the offi-
. eclal  Coommunist Party
* newspaper, published a ma-
- jor article on the long-term
: importance of better U.S.
- Sovietrelations .and the ac-
 complishments of the recent
- summit talks, 'but signifi-
. cantly did not mention Rich-
- ard Nixon by name a single
. time, Osnos said.

While the language in the

Tass did add that comment )

. article—written before Mr.,
. Nixon’s statements—was
somewhat oblique, Soviet
sources familiar with the
nuances of the official line
on detente said the omission
of Mr. Nixon's name from
such an important article
“was too systematic to be ac.
cidental,

SRR M AT Y ey o

.

- viet media have rarely men-
and have tended always to
cast their reports in terms
. most favorable to the Presi-

dent. In recent days, how-
. ever, as the pace of events
: has quickened, news items
. have been appearing more
. frequently, .

Japan
. From Tokyo, Washington
. Post correspondent Don Ob-
- erdorfer reported that Japa-
nese leaders not feel that
Mr. Nixon's departure from
office would bring about
.~long-term instability in
American policy oF harm
Washington’s relations with
Japan. The Japanese press
and Japanese officials have
generally taken the line that
the impeachment process
demonstrates the strength
of the American political
system,

Noting that Mr. Nixon is
not popular in Japan, be-
cause of his tough stand on
di:e:rt:ilte imports and his fail-
ure to consult Tokyo before
reversing U.S. policy toward
China, Oberdorfer added
that the President’s fall
from power would bring
only pro forma expressions
of regret from senior politi-
cal and diplomatie figures,

The Washington develop-
ments rated very heavy

-Diewspaper coverage in To-
kyo under such headlines as
“American President Con-
fesses Cover-Up” and “At
the Edge of Impeachment or
Resignation.” Tokyo mass-
circulation dailies carried
the text of the Monday pres-
idential statement ag well as
portions of the June 23,
1972, transcript, translated
in a ‘low form of Japanese
akin to' gutter . language,
which would be considered
disgraceful for any Japanese
official.

The influential publie tel-
evision network earried

newsfilm of Mr. Nixon’s pre- *

vious denials of early knowl-
edge of the Watergate
cover-up, along with a simu.
dation of the Nixon-Halde-

From the outset, the So-

‘man conversation in which a
cover-up attempt was au-
thorized. i i

South Vietnam

In Saigon, although offi-
cials and politicians have
long ‘expected Watergate to
farce President Nixon out of
office. His admission that he
directed the cover-up caused
surprise and excitement, -
Washignton Post  corre.
spondent Philip A. Me-
Combs reported,
- Foreign Minister Vuong
Van Bac said in an inter-
view that economic and mili-
tary aid to South Vietnam
“is the assistance from a na-
tion to a nation and does
not come from. Mr, Nixon

‘himself.

“The policies of  the

United States are govern-

ment policies of the Ameri-

can people...so I think
that no matter who is Presi-

dent the policies will remain_

the same,” he added.

Despite this cool official
view, President Thieu is
said to have been immedi-
ately alerted to the news
and to be receiving frequent
up-to-the-minute reports in
the presidential palace,

The hews was featured
vesterday as the most im-
portant page-one story 'in
Demoecracy, the newspaper

of Thiew’s ‘own political |

party and was the largest
Watergate story ever run by
the official organ,

C] s

The official Chinese press
remained silent on Water-
gate, Agence\| France-Presse
reported from | Peking, and
Chinese sources questioned
by Western newsmen re-
fused to comment,

The AFP dispatch noted
that although the _Chinese
have steadfastly maintained
that Watergate was an
“internal affair” that did
not eall for public comment,
the scandal must have been
reported in some detail by a
controlled circulation daily
publication called
“Reference Sheet,” which
regularly translates Western
news.

The publication—which is
not available to foreigners
in China—has a ecirculation



of 7 million copies.

Israel

. For the first time, the Is- |

raeli press took it for

granted yesterday that Mr. |

Nixon’s departure from the
American political scene
seems almost inevitable,
special correspondent Yuval

Elizur reported from Jerusa-

iem, p
The latest events in Wash-
- ington came as a shock to
most Israelis, who until now
have been largely unexcited
by the Watergate affair and
often said in private that
Americans had “overreact:
ved” to 4t 1 i

Editorials dealt mainly with

the possible consequences
for the Middle East, rather
than with Watergate’s mean-
ing for the American politi-

cal system. Two of Israel’s

leading newspapers wrote
that'the main danger is not
a new administration, but a
vacuum that could develop
in  international affairs

while President Nixon fights ‘

for survival.
Israeli officials refrained
from comment.

Europe

In London, the chairman
of the opposition Labor Par-

ty’s foreign affairs commit- -

tee,"Tom Dalyell, said that
the admission came ‘as’ no
surprise.

“Most of our colleagues
have | assumed for manv
months  that President
Nixon was up to his neck in
Watergate from an earlv
stage,” he said, expressing a
hope “that the executioners
will act quickly and deci-
sively.” .

“The business of the West-

ern world has been clogged
up by the situation in the
White  House,” Dalyell
added.

. The influential Paris
newspaper, Le Monde, see-
ing something “pathetic in
what must be called the irre-
sistible agony of President
Nixon,” added: “Even a
statesman as hard-bitten as
Nixon must have nerves.
There are limits to solifary
resistance, espceially when |
it reveals itself to be hope-
less.”

The news reached West-
ern Europe too late for most
daily newspapers to rom-
ment editoriallv

The timing .- was even
werse for Eastern Europe,
and Hungarian newspapers, !
for example, relegated brief
news dispatches of Mr. Nix-
on's announcement to inside |
pages. - . !

Ethiopia
President Nixon's admis.
sion of an early involvement
in the Watergate cover-up
'was the leading news on ra-

- dio stations in Addis Ababa

and throughout most of
black Africa all day yester-
day, Washington Post corre- |
spondent David B. Ottaway
reported. ; {
Ethiopians, who have gen-
erally admired Mr.. Nixon
for his foreign policy and
only vaguely understood the
import of his political diffi-

culties at home, were

shocked by the news. Nad

“I' would never have be.’
lieved such a thing of an
American President,” one
Ethiopian official said, “It’s
shocking.”

The state-run radio sta-
tion, which only recently be-
gan giving any coverage at |
all to Watergate develops
ments, called it a “sensatioh.
al admission of guilt.” i
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Poll Finds Support Eroding

By Austin Scott
Washington Post Btaff Writer

A Washington Post sam-
pling of 75 previously un-
committee Republican con-
gressmen shows-41 of them
will now vote to impeach
President Nixon on at least
one of the three articles ap- |
proved by the House Judici-
ary Committee.

The movement appears in-
dicative of the impact of Mr.
Nixon's disclosure Monday ,
that he ordered a cover-up
of some of the facts of
Watergate within six days of
the June 17, 1972, breakin
at the Democratic National
. Committee headquarters.

Thirty-five of those 41 had
said in Washington Post poll
taken just last week that
they had not decided how
they would vote,

the 75 contacted by
The Post, 40 said the latest,
disclosures had moved them
“ closer to-voting for impeach-
ment, Fifteen said they re-

mained undecided. The rest
would not comment.

Most of those responsing \
predicted a tidal wave of im-
peachment votes in the
House, and many predicted
conviction in any =subse-
quent Senate trial. Eleven
said they would like to see

* Mr. Nixon resign to spare
the nation further turmoil.

Most members explained |

their changed decisions in
written statements tinged
with shock, shame and sad.
ness.

Typical was a comment
from Rep. Louis C. Wyman
of New Hampshire, a friend
and supporter of the Presi-
dent for more than 20 years:

“In the light of his state-
ment yesterday, the best in-
terests of the country would
be served by his resignation
and he should meet with the
Chief Justice and the Vice
President to make the nee-
essary arrangements for an
orderly transition of exec-
tive power without delay.

“T am truly sorry for the r

President. He has done
much for the good of the
world, but it's all over for
him now. The admissions

. he’s made, they pull the rug

out from under even his
staunchest supporters in the
House...” : :

A sampling of other
comments:

", Rep. James T. Broyhill
(N.C.: . .. In light of these
developments, I -anticipate
that the vote for impeach-
ment will be overwhelming
if-the President does not re-
sign.”

Rep. Mark = Andrews
(N.D.): “Now that ?q've got
sa . We

. the additional tape

know beyond any doubt
there was a deliberate at-
tempt by the President to
obstruet justice. I think that
the best interests of the
country now eall for the
swiftest transfer of govern-
ment to Jerry Ford.”

Rep, Willlam F. Walsh
(N.Y.): “When the President
admitted he had acted to
slow the FBI investigation
of the Watergate case and
that he had withheld this in-
formation from the Su-
preme Court, the Congress,
and his own lawyer, he ef-
fectively eliminated any op-
tions the members of the
House may haye had.”

Rep. Nelson Jack Edwards
(Ala.): “ . .I have said all
along that I didn't want to
vote for ‘impeachment, but
that I would do so if the evi-
dence warranted that dras-
tic step, The President’s ad-
mission, supported by the
June 23 transcript, seems to'
provide the missing evi-
dence. , .”

Rep. George M./ O’Brien
, (IL): “I'm convinced that

the - President clearly ' at-
tempted to use the CIA to
curb the FBI investigation
of the Watergate conspiracy.
. .This makes out a prima fa-
cie case for obstruetion of

the country further agony.” -

Rep. Richird G. Shoup
(Mont.): “The question of
rant the impeachment of

President Nixon has now

been resolved. Through his
own admissions and state-
ments there is now clear

and convincing evidence to
- support Artiele I, obstruec-

tion of justice, and Article
11, misude of presidential
powers,"”

forthcoming, the -Hous‘g_i;l'
3 -.“' !

Rep. Margaret Heckler
(Mass.): “Now we are con-
fronted by the President's
own admission - of involve-
ment in cover-up activit}es,
which is shocking: beyond
belief.”

- Rep. Frank Horton (N.Y.):
“The only thing now is to

remove Nixon from office. ng
his'own resignation is notl

ra

+must impeach him so 'ghat

the Senate can soon begin
the . impeachment  trial,

which I believe will end
with his removal from this

“highest office of - public

trust.”
Rep. William H. Harsha
(Ohio): “What he has ad-

_mitted .to is a felo

. and
y' comes within

Polls, From A12

the definition of high crimes
and misdemeanors.”

Only one of those sur-
veyed by The Washington
- Post, Rep. Earl Landgrebe of
Indiana, said he had not
changed his support for the
President,

“I'm sticking by my Presi-
dent even if he and T have
' to be carried out of this
building and be shot,” Land-
grebe said.

The President’s own con-
gressman, Rep. Clair W.
Burgener of California, said
that if “ecareful examina-
tion” bears out reports of
the latest disclosures, he
would “sadly have to vote
- for Article I of impeach-
© ment.” :

Staff writers Stuart Awer-

bach - and Jame Rippeteay
contributed to this article,

-



