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President Nixon said last night that

he rejected as wrong any payment of
hush money or offer of clemency to

the original defendants in the Water-

gate breakin.

Mr. Nixon thus restated the posxtmn
described by H. R. (Bob) Haldeman,
his former chief of staff, in Senate
testimony. Haldeman has been indicted
on perjury charges in connection with
that testimony.

The President said other persons
might reach a different conclusion in
reading a transeript or listening to a
tape of the White House conversatmn
last March 21.

But Mr, Nixon said he knows what
was said and what he meant about
payoffs for the silence of the Water-
gate defendants.

It was on March 21, the Presldent

“sald, that Dean first told him money

raised for the defendants was to buy
their silence.

He said he questioned Dean at
length on the matter and “then we
came to what I considered to be the
bottom line. I pointed out that raising
the money was something that could
be done. I pointed out that that was
linked to clemency . . . that unless a
promise of clemency was made, the

lepn Says He Called

objecﬁve of hush money would nut be
achieved .

“I then said the payment of clemency

,would be wrong. In fact, I think I ¢an

quote it directly, I said the promise of
clemency would be wrong” .

Then he  added, “I know what I
meant . . . I meant that the whole
transaction was wrong.” '

“I never at any time authorlzed
clemency for any of the defendants. I
never at any time authorized the pay-
ment of money to ‘any of the defend-
ants,” Mr, Nixon added.

The President said that after Dean
failed to bring back a report on March

Hush-Money *

he directed John D. Ehrlichman to
make the investigation and recelved a
report in mid-April. 3

He was asked if he would consider
clemency to any former associate.

The President said such offers are
hased on individual cases, No de-
fendant, he added, had been offered
clemency or will be offered clemency.

Later, the President said he was not

flatly ru]mg out clemency “to any in-,

dividual depending on a personal
tragedy or something of that sort.
“What I'm saying is that I will not
be granting clemency because of Wat-
ergate,” he said. “That I'm ruling out.”

Before starting to respond to ques-

tions about the Watergate scandal, Mr
Nixon ppened the session by ‘saying
that the Senate, by sustaining his veto
of an emergency energy bill,, had

““vetoed longer gas lines and vetoed

nationwide rationing.” ‘

. Mr. Nixon said—as his chlef Water-
gat.e lawyer James .D. St. Clair, had
said earlier in U.S. District Court yes-
terday—that he would provide the
House Judiciary ‘Committee all the
gvidence he also has given Watergate
Special Prosecutor Leon Jaworski.

He said he also would answer—under

oath—written questions from the com-

mittee on matters not covered by tapes

“and documents. But he decllned to say’

30—he misspoke and said Aug. 30—

wlfeﬁher he would give the committee,
which is considering his impeachment,
any more material than Jaworski got..

“Those matters continue to be under
discussion,” he gaid, adding he would

* submit to an interview with a few

committee members at the White
House if his written answers do not

- satisfy them.

Mr. Nixon said he already has given
Jaworski 19 tape 'recordings and “more
than 700 documents,” and that Jawor-
ski had 'indicated that was all he
needed to conclude has grand jury in--
vestigation of the bugging scandal,

But Jaworski has said he has not.
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Timing of the ne‘va con-
ference was a surprise, Mr.

‘Nixon's last session with re-

porters was Feb.- 25, and
rarely during his fiye years
in office has he held two
news conferences so Cclose
together. Last fall, however,
he conducted four news v.-on-J
ferences in a two-month pe-
riod.




