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Presldeut's frenetic public Tela-
tions efforts over the past two weeks
have served to disguise, but not tolal
ter, the stark seriousness of his mtua-f
tion. Beaiiad?

He is ﬂghting for his politicnl lifey
with the knowledge that the whole
story of his role in the transactions
that have aroused public  suspicion
must now emerge. The President has:
not yet told that story; all he has done,
in his meetings with Republican pola,u-
cians and the press, is to say that.df
will be told. And in doing that, he js
doing no more than aelmowledging the
obvious. The tough times for him, sj;lll
lie ahead.

For the past month, Mr. Nixon’ s.posu
tion has-been essentlallsr the same a8
| Spiro Agnew faced when the federal
prosecutors in Baltimore last August
put him on notice that he was unden
investigation on serious charges.. The
Agnew investigation had begun with,a
host of subsidiary characters, just, as
the Nixon investigation did. But: iq
both cases, the focus worked its way,fo
the top—and stayed there until: ;he
critical questions were resolved, . .-

Agnew was never indicted, and. Mr.‘
Nixon may never be impeached, put
there can no longer he any doub%ﬁ;ﬁ
his- mind that the whole story
come out. The. political imperative
which makes full disclosure inevitahle
in Mr. Nixon's case is the same ‘g in
Apgnew’s: the Republican Party, which
nominated both, will not intervene to
spare him, any more than it did
mnew, from the bu.rden of full dmclo
sure,

Agnew’ Ieamed that, when a Repubh
can prosecutor, acting with the obvious
approval of a Republican Attorney Gen-
eral and a Republican FPresident,- filed
his formal notice of mvestxgation,
Augu,st 2 % stin

Mr. Nixon received the same Wlo!d{
from Republican congressional leaders,
on Oct. 23, the Tuesday after the long
holiday weekend on which Cox, Rich.«

ardson and Ruckelshaus were lim

Eted The President’s emlssariew
up to Capitol Hill that day to line'np,
Republican support against impeach-
ment demands. They were told,
bluntly, that no Republican Iead'é:c
would speak up on his behalf unle
the President was prepared to cmﬁ

clean. .

The first step in coming clean, %
Nixon was told, would be to tuni "0
the White House tapes, That after.
noon, two hours after the ultlma':um
had come from the Republicans ‘bt
Capitol Hill, the President abandoned
his three-month fight to withhold ' the
tapes Sl ..u&

Even should Mr. Nixon nmf dﬁﬁ" ¥
to backtrack and stop short of full dis?
closure, the pressures pushing in that,
direction appear irreversible, “Evety
passing day brings the House Republi!
cans one day closer to their day’ 6{
reckoning with their constituents. To
support the President against impeach-
ment, they-will requ.lre of him com-
plete candor.

The new independent prosecutar,
starting from the base- Archibald
left behind, is moving toward -indi
ments of some of Mr: Nixon’s prineip
past associates. The Senate Watergate
committee is approaching the deadling
for rendering its judgment on the.mat
ters it has been investigating: . .,

Any effort, however mild, by Mg
Nixon to interfere in these processes,
will come at high cost/to his own dg1
pleted reserves of trust, Every -add.
tional foot of tape declared non
ent or inaudible comes out o‘f
hide. He has already conceded ahou,t
90 per cent of the ground he set out to.
protect last spring, when Watergafe.
broke. He cannot retreat much® fartherr
without literally being backed out gt
the Oval Office.”

The proposition now for him is quﬂé’
simple: Can he stand to come clean?” It
he can—if he can establish that he i({‘,
not permit or direct the concealme |
by members of his eampaign argani
tion and White House staff of’
Watergate crimes; if his role in" ﬁié‘
milk producers case, the ITT case, gHl
the campaign contributions cases was,
indeed, innocent; if the handling ‘of hi¥
personal finances has been in every e

. spect aboveboard—then full disclosli!‘;'é'

will enable him to rout his eritics; qn‘&
restore his credibility and power.

If, on' the other hand, he cdnh‘di!
stand scrutiny, then he will be’ drife’n;
from office, as aurely as Agnew was: " -

A reporter covering this stoty i the
last one who should prejudge its final

_ chapter. But certain ominous parallels

are becoming obvious. Agnew lasted a
little more than nine weeks after he
knew he would have to come clean. He
employed various tactics in'that' pe-
riod, first pledging cooperation in the
mvestlgatlon then ‘finding’ Teasons ~fd

-delay tu:mng over ewdence,'-waglﬁ-g'

war with his eritics in the. press and
government, and finally “going public™
to mobilize sympathy for his stand.”o«
In retrospect, we can: see that those
were the writhings of an impaled crea-
ture. Agnew was dancing at the end fnt
4 rope, sabia)
We do riot know if Mr. Nixon's situa-
tion is as desperate, but his tacties this
past month have been exactly those
Agnew.employed in his final weeksin
office. Now, like Agnew, he has come:
finally to face the realization that-it
will all come out. He knows what that
means for him. We will soon enuugh
know, too. - i 1 s



