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ORLANDO, Fla.;, Npv. 18
—After -Presidert- Nixon’s
press conference here, some
of America’s managing edi-
tors were divided on
whether they got the
“straight tailk” they had re-
quested or whether, as one
editor said, “the President
did a snow job on us.”

But there was a strong
consensus that even if the
President did little to en-
hance his credibility with
tne ediotrs, members of the
Associated Press Managing
Editors Association, his per-
formance probably helped
his image with a more im-
portant group—the public.

“He put on a great per-

{formance, a great act,” said

Tenney S. Griffin of the
Valdosta, Ga., Times. “He
snowed us. But it helped
hum with the public.”

John L. Stallings of the

Tex., Caller-
Times said, *He was proba-
bly more convincing to the
people in the television au-
dience. I doubt that he
changed many minds among
‘editors who already were
skeptical.”

One who did change his
mind was Charles W. Stine
of the Winter Haven, Fla,
News-Chief who -said, “He
was the most human I've
ever seen him, I have been
in favor of impeachment,
but about two-thirds of the
way through his speech I
changed my mind. 'm con-
vinced now that he made
mistakes but there was no
plot.”

Ed J. Doherty of the Bos-
ton Globe was critical of the
editors for responding to
the President's banter with
laughter and for applauding
Mr. Nixon before and after

the conference. He and
other editors said they felt
this compromised the press
conference, turning it into
more of a political forum
for the President.

“He was trying to put on a
new face—the new Nixon,”
said Doherty. “He was going
to tell all, even ask his own
guestions. I don't know
whether people will buy it.

“I was surprised at the
editors applauding. And the

~whole thing got to be too

chatty. It was exactly the
kind of thing editors would
lecture Washington corre-
spondents for doing.”

(Henry MacLeod of the
Seattle Times said that edi-
tors are skeptical by occupa-
tion but that he believed the
general public probably re-
acted favorably to the Presi-
dent’s performance.

("Mr. Nixon may - have
turned the cormer in his
campaign o recapture pub-
lie confidence — if no fur-
ther scandal erupts on t.he
scene,” he said.

(Charles S. Rowe of the
Fredericksburg, Va., Free
Lance-Star sald the televi-
sion press conference for-,
mat gave the President too
much control and prevented

‘followup questions.

("I think his answer about
his participation in milk
price hikes was just inade-
quate,” he said.) -

_Some editors said Mr.
Nixon fared so well they
could not understand why
he has not held more such
conferences.

Robert J. Lauffer of the
Camarillo, Calif.,, Daily
News said, “He’s not dead
yet, he showed that. He’s fi-
nally decided to answer
some guestions and I don't
know why he didn’t do it be- .
fore, He's got a long way to
go, but he's helped himself,”
Don Carter of the Macon,
Ga., Telegraph and News
said, “He was prepared. He

expected tough questions
and I think he got them. He
helped himself and I don't
see why he doesn't use this
kind of forum more often.”
Richard ¥. Chappell of
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the Flint, Mich,, journal
said, “The Premdent was
in ﬁne fettle and showed a
great sense of humor. He
was straightrorward. I think
we've got what we asked for
from him.”

Other comments 1nc1uded.

Wallace Allen, Minneapo- |

lis Tribune: “He did an ex-
pert job and probably
scored some points with the

TV audience, He scored

<y —

some points with s ome of,
the editors, too.”

Steve Cousley, Alton, IIL,
Telegraph: “He seemed to:
rise to the occasion. Every-
body was watching his ex-
pressions and mannerisms
because of the talk about his
stability. He handled him-
self well 'and I think he
helped himself.”

Robert: Fleischer, Clinton,
Towa, Herald: “He carried it
off pretty well. I thou_ght it
was straight talk” ("

Stewart. Haas, Waterloo,

Iowa, Courler: *“He at-
tempted to establish credi-
‘bility and he seemed to do
some good. But I don’t think
we can judge yet. We have
te have more information.”
Robert A. Meloon, Capitol
Times of Mauison, Wis.: “He
was the same old Nixon—
glib and using every oppor-
tunity to make his own

points, even asking his. own {

questions.”
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