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Wixon's AP ll's convention spesch, impressions 3 hrs later 1/11/7%

He has been trained to ease off but not eliminate the nasty, pointless cracks
but he intense nervousness shows more than at any appearance except the beginuning of
the San Clemente press conference.

This man is terribly afraid, terribly.

He babbled much, rambled all over the place, but it is not possible to say it
was all rambling because it is apparent that sone, probably much, was what he had
rehearsed. It is no trick to answer a guestion not asked or to ask one wanted but not
asked., I've done these things often on talk shows.

It is my impression that he almost memorized soue of the things he said, as in
his refesences to the court dccision. te used exactly the same unusual language.

Unless he has a photographic memory- and this speech is proof he does not - he could
not have remembered these details without effort. le knew he would be questioned about
the tapes. It was the second question ana his ansver was 1/6 of the entire thing.

Except for San Vlemente, wherc it was a different kind, I have never seen him so
Nnervous. ge dian't even force a sick smile as he has so often in the past. If not more
nervousness, more training.

I think that if he makes a few points in these raubling, they are good because
he makes mistakes, tou. This time he let several things slip. His account of the
mechanies of the taping simply can t be right. It has to be a new cover. Even I would
knou not to leave a loose mike on & solid object like the bottom of a drewer. The
Secret Service has to know better. So, I think the tapes were doctored by having
these noises superimposed on the tender moments. Sound over sound is nothing if' they
did not dare dub the originals while playing the interference to the dubs. He blew
the "national security" cover on tapping his brother. Hg gave a different date for
learning about the &x&¥ Ellsberg break-in, more than a month earlier as I recsll.

lie gave both false and more details on his income. The net he gave as his totel
sssets when he left the Cumiings house is less than the addition of his down payment
and his profit. #nd he did not use his accunulated wealth to buy his new properties.
ioreover, he made no reference to his profit on the Beverley hills deal,

His misspoke himself perhaps more than ever. He was entirely unaware of the odd
compulsion that impelled him to say Haldeman and “hrlichman were guilty. In fact he
packed ofi' a little on their chastity.

Listening to his accounting of his learning two tapes were missing and his false
emphasis on saying he had all the comrittee asked for makes me wonder if this is the
peal reason for Weights silent and I believe unannounced return o teaching.

The questioning was very easy uuder the circumstances.

He must have been primed to believe his answer on the dairy deal was dynamite for
it was unseemly to insist on answering a quegstion he had to ask himself and by pre-
empting net TV time. What he said makes no dif.erence and more, outs him entirely out
of character. e has insisted on daring the Congress to override his veto and on this
he would have been sustained by metropolitan-area legislatorse.

I think he provided the leads for proving other financial crookedness.

He story on his tax deductions doesn't wash and doesn't explain his delay in
doing it until the law precluded ite LBJ is not around to dispute him of course.
llor can he take the papers back if the deduction is disallowed, which is separate from
not being able to sell them for the valuation. They ate not all that historic. His
impressions of Ike's siclmesses?

He still persists in pretending that the only crinme is the break-in ana his sole
denial is of advance knowledge of it. “e cheated in misusing what fetersem told the
comnittee, for Petersen also had a very restrictive view of the crimes to be investigated.
By noy he has to know what little he might not have at the outset. Yr, another sign of guilt.

Iy impression of his exaBgerated manner, his nervousness, his intensity, his
uncerfainty is more than he knows he is guilty as uncherged. Ee expects it to erupt out.
T think this is what he fears...be may have telegraphed an obscure clue on the “lumberseee
It ig significant that "missing" 4/15 also is part of Kleindienst and all of Petersen. Laybe
more significant than the Yean stuff for that is the day Silbert told them about Ellsberg jobs



Until I see the text— and if the Post doos
not carry it you won t either becauge you
do not get the m1dayTJ.mas—Ica;ntbe
sure But I think that Nixon dated his chaim
to have learned about the Miaslding breakin
at Yarch 13, The official story is that he
learned from Kleindienst and Petersen the
day they learned, unday, April 15, %n fhis
there should also be some phone tapes. his
obincides with en oddity in Ehrlichman's
testimony, that they kmew earlier because
Dean had been told and reported ites.One
of the possibilities I advanced earlier is
that they cut the unwanted part of that
tape off and rewound it on a sualler reel,
1t is possible that the stufi other than
Yean may be more iumportant and involve
other criminslity over hidinz the Fllsberg
JobessThe papers should note discrepancies
other than I think T did hecause they
would ordinarf ly assign people to look for
them, a-dio and TV too. Be ih‘beres‘tﬂd m
any you spot. If Lesar gets “imes and they
have anything, I'll get copiés for both of
US.soHR has been too busy, but he nay alzo
have taken ths time. If he does, he'll
sendeso0dd no ¥Yebe questions, ®= was not
asked about property. ile volunteured it.
He picked his audience welle < hope it
makes him careless. Hi¥ 11/17/73
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