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No Personal Gain?

« ‘The president’s stafement in his Au-

there’s'"been fio personal "galn’ in-
volved™ ¢learly indicates that the ‘man
is'incapable of fathoming the meaning

igust 22 news -conference *“Thank God

behind Watergate:’ Assuming by per-,

nal gain'the President meant mate-

nvestigations: rather than ‘to- wituess-

The Right 'Ouesﬁons‘
B i )
One of the few avennes avallable to
the American people for:asking their

President guestions about public pol- .
icy is'through the medium of the press -
President ..
Nixon has 'avoided holding one of:-

conference.. For* months

these healthy examinations of issues,
perhaps because lie ‘feared the ques-

tions might. just be too hot to handle.«

or perhaps because he feels that the'

al gain, it would certainly have been .
for the country to have personat =

the corruption " of ‘our ' constitutional -'
and democratic -processes, which must
be seen'ss a fur more seriou.s and last- :

presidency should be_above guestion
from any source. It is ‘well for the
body politic and for the office that our
leader has come out of lnding. belat-
edly.

In v'lewing past preaa cnnferences on
television, I was always dismayed by
the guestions which were not asked or
by anemic answers. which- were not
chaflféenged;: even ‘when they were not
factually correct.  One -of the. .many
healthy benefits stemming ~ from
Watergate may be that the press will
now treat the incumbent President as
merely a fellow man who happens_ to
hold a very high positio
not above being taken to task for lying
to the people, as in the case of respect-
ing Cambodian neutrality, or engaging
in improper contact with a judge:-in
mid-trial. ‘I~ wish to take this opportu-
nity to commend the members of the

fourth estate for living up to ‘their po- "

tential as good reporters at this recert
presidential press conference. For
once they asked the right questions. T
hope at future press conference they
will continue to perform as'well.

E}IIC COX.

New York, N.Y.
(]

‘buf who 15"

Favorable Rapome
1 ‘disagree with you. ‘The Pranident
changed my mind and I am delighted

to report my reaction favorably. Sorry
he did not do 1t.be.t'ore but -better late

than never.
MRS. JAMES PRICE:
South Charleaton,WVa. NG B

]

Humzhaung Duplay i, g
I have never witnessed a more hu-

miliating display - than “that .of our’

Chief’Executive grappling for wordsin"

order to -explain his naivete 'inh the
Watergate break-in, his non-role in the
robbery of Mr, Ellsberg’s psychiatrist’s
office, and to express his’ faith in a

vice president presently being investi--

gated by the state he once governed.

I hope the history books can eapture
the ~sense of. nausea ‘pervading the
country today.

KA‘I‘HBYN KAVANAGH.

Washingbun

Presidem-fs Innac' ent -7
Mr. Nixon stood before the entire

nation and the world and said he was

not . guilty of the ¢harges being

brought against him; and until he |

stands in the same place and says he
WAS guilty, I will believe him. Our
country has always presumed a man
innocent until proven- guilty. Should
you not ‘give the  President the same
bene.ﬂt ‘of the doubt?
ELIZABETH EUFF
Austin, Tex. |

Execuuve Explo;ts wih TeilE

In his press conference conducted on
August -22, ‘Mr. Nixon indicated -that
the peogple :who: would “exploit” the
Watergate issue are those who d¢ not.

want. & “strong America,” who do:not:

want “foreign policy lendersh.tp. and
who do: not want to cut down the size
of -the federal bureaueracy( His judg-
ment is certainly correct. We do, not
want  a ; strong  America if -this
“strength” is to be obtained by illegal
breaking and entering 'sanetioned by
the Executive ~ branch of the
government; we do not want the for-
eign policy “leadership” which is pro-
mulgated by the secret bombing of
neutral nations; nor do we desire a re-
duction in the federal buresducracy if
sucl a reduction entails wiretaps, bug-



August 22 Press Conference

ging, mistrust of !llbﬂrdin.uten and sur-
reptitious procedures at all levels of -
government. Let us hope there will al-
ways be such ' “exploiters” in: this-na-
tion to counterbalance the effect of
those specions and dissembling men
who find ‘their way into positlonn of

power.
ALISON M.
Vienna.. ‘- s 50 _ o]
Gez Offﬂu Back

Please gat off the back' of Preatdent
Richprd M. thcn ton Watergata, an
cetera).

You and your anti pntriotac ‘and abra
give hostilities have hurt—and hurt
very badly—not only the preaidency
but our entire nation,

We American people hold you, CBS
The New York Times, Senator Ervin

‘and Axrchie Cox pretty responsible for

all this mad and destructlve Iolly
Get off it!

Canton, N.Y.

Came O‘ver Cmduily

The presidency has heen savad de-
spite the obstinacy of the Pmlldent.

Though showing many signs of atresa
and strain, the President came over .
quite candidly. Though he raised as
many questions as he answered tt was
a good beginning. °

R E. DMAGE. -

The most negative parts of the news ;

conference cameé when the President
accused R.F.X.,JF XK. and Lydon John-
son of worse excesses than he. Without

man hear the ‘one fape so that he

could be sure that the conversation '

was as he remembered it; Common: -
sense would seem to dictate that the
tape should have been played for. Jolm
Dean in order to Tefresh his memory
and possibly change his’ “lmpreulons"
of thé involvement of the Presiderrt
EUGENE RICEA:RDB
Waahmgton =

Greatest Presuient

1 know The Wasmngtoﬂ i’ost is not” |

going to like this, but our President
did go to China, did go to Russia; did
bring the POWSs home—with honor
and did win. the election by a land- .

slide, And you and other liberals can -

not stand the fact that he accom:
plithied all these things and in so little

.. economy ereated

“and your like who cry, " “Impeach
“would like ‘notMing better than to see
‘-our country-in a state of chaos, which

.j./

st AL

time. I and foany other onal, ﬁhinking

. Americans predict that Richard M.

Nixon will go down as not just one of,

but the greatest president .in the his- -

tory of the United States, ‘No matter
how hard you may try, you cannot take
that away from him and al!. Who have

continued to support him. Ae
- ‘He-will ‘continue to gd"aftar n‘.ﬂpOp-

ular issues, such as the bombing. of

proof. He still insists that he let Halde- Cambodia, ~while you, and ‘your ..

' “friends” are falling over one another
“frying to ‘diseredit him.s You belittle

‘his desperate  efforts to 'stabilize an 7" F

by a war he did. ot

. get the United States involved. in: Yo oW :
{u

“in the respéct tha

So;ne:hmg Muist Be D&

the spotlight un‘ Lhem why noﬁv on

Prealdem leon is somehow diliarb-
ing the old adage; two wrongs do.not
~make a. rlgh{., into, whateyer they did,
I can do better. . .

“And indeed he' probably has, si ‘1
wtnngdoi.n
- administration: hmi pérpetrated ‘Have
. T mih peiiey

v ugh, pu
has with betfer -

" 18 oﬂeq given to those,
A idess. MARK

-Am:-tmslnstﬁ"“’ o ’*",
“have i come- £6- the’ conclusion -that

-is what - would ‘happen | if Pres[dent‘ ssomething concrete has got to be done

Nixon were to step aside. God Forbid'
. MARGERY C. GORDON. -
Washington. ‘ . ;

Others Did. It

President Nixon is constantly inaklng ‘

references to other administrations .-
that supposedly committed. the same -
(to' use his press secretary’s ward)
“feloniés” as his own.
_To paraphrase him, “Nobody focused

- .about our President, if only toadvise
_ him that he.tn;lustthat, a president,
and not our king, empéror or dl@gtu-.
"He has used that ‘phrase “his busi-
e

times than I care to hear .:iiqini
1.gag whenever I hear: h.ianiamo
answers ‘to the pertl.nQnt que:
being ‘put “to him. The release’ of
‘ those ‘tapes could’ ‘sﬂ]ve *a:n aw!'ll'.F .fot
_of problems ;. ..
ARLINE MARGOLIS'
Rockville,




