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have heen fold not to an-
swer questl.i;;li:l: about any
matters re g to ec-
Hs: suppll%
esiden! andidates.
(This effectively p?e‘vents
the Senate committee from
vestigating press reports .
at Secret Service agents
orwarded reports to the
te House about the
edules and personal lives
f at least one Demoecratic
residential contender.) .

® On several occasions
White House aides have
been instructed by White
House lawyers who sit in on
the closed-door interviews at
the Senate committee not to
answer questions relating to
matters after April 30,
which is the day that H. R.
Haldeman, John D. Ehrlich-
man and John W, Dean III
left the White House staff. -

White House sources
maintain that the restric-
tlons are consistent with the
President’s July 7 letter, in
which he also said that the
Senate committee would be
denied access to “presiden-
tial papers.”

In that letter the Presi-
dent said: “No President
could function if the private
papers ‘of his office, pre-
pared by his personal staff,

ere open to public scru-

ny.- Formulation -of sound
public policy requires that
the President and his per-
sonal staff he able to com-
municate among themselves
in complete candor, and that
their frank comments on is-
-sues -and personalities at
home and abroad remain
confidential.” .

It is on this basis that the
sources, said they also ex-
pect the. White House to an-
nounce publicly on Monday
that the tapes of the Presi-
dent’s telephone and office

_conversations will not be re-
leased to the Senate com-
mittee.

The sources said that the
President wants to cooper-

ate with the Senate investi- |

gation, _but - interregation
about presldentlal papers
such as the comments on
news summaries or about
matters after April 30, when
the chief presidential aides
left the staff, should not be-
considered an appropriate
part of the Watergate probe.
¥

Edward Schmults, generay
counsel for the Treasury De-
partment, confirmed yester-
day that he had received
oral instruction from special
presidential counsel J, Fred
Buzhardt on Tuesday to in-
voke executive privilege on
any questions to .
Service agents about any
person protected by . the
agency.

This is an expansion of
the restriction on testimony
ordered by the President in
a Tuesday letter to Treasury
Secretary George P. Shultz,
In that letter, the President
said that he was ordering
that the Secret Service
agents give no testimony
“concerning matters,

forming protective functions
for the President or in their
duties at the White House.”

ob-
served or learned while per- «

‘'nat letter was in re-
sponse to the disclosure that
the President had taped his
conversations for two years.
At the time, the Senate com-
mittee was attempting to ob-
tain information about the
tapes from the Secret Serv-
ice agents who maintained
the . elaborate presidential
electronic surveﬂlnnce sys-

It is understood that the
White House restrictions
were placed on the Secret
Service agents because the
lawyers advising the Presi-
dent on the Watergate felt
that testimony by the agents
would open the door into an
inguiry about the private
life of the President. °

Such an inquiry or even
the possibility of such an in-

quiry would necessarily re-

strict the access the agents.
would have in the future to *
the President who would be
wary of their presence 111
private moments. Y
One White House sourcq v
said that the Senate commit~; »
tee “must be prevented'
from going on a fishing ex-'"
pedition.” The source also
said that Samuel Dash, the
Senate committee chief..:
counsel, agreed that : it
would be inappropriate for. v_
the committee to subpoenai:
the President’s personal seps(t
retary, Miss Woods, and ther:
request for an interview::
with her was dropped. = .i.35
Dash declined comment:/
yesterday on the subject,o!
what privileges may have,
been invoked by the Whih
House.
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