Reports of Nixon Il Health
Are Questioned by Visitors
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WASHINGYON, Sept. 9 —
Several persons who have re-
lcently visited former President
Richard M. Nixon cast doubt!
‘today on reports that he is in
ipoor health, one of the reasons
cited by President Ford yester-
|day in granting Mr. Nixon an
unconditional pardon. _
| One former counselor to Mr.
'Nixon said that two close|
friends of the former Présiden
—C. G, Rebozo and Robert H.
Abplanalp—who also have visit
ed Mr. Nixon  recently, ~had
startled the talk that became
common  around

: San
‘Imente that he was on’
of collapse. 4
. “Those two guys wefe
|lobbying, in effec
mer counselor ~sai
that they had sought fo'a
|sympathy for Mr. Nixon
Mr. Ford's sudden
terday. -
Other questions 2
Mr. Ford reversed.h
‘he had said he would "
gal action before
pn'duhr—remdmﬁ'_
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reported
sources to-have Hguld
in Mr. Ford's actien”

Paul Resley,

\-'1
manager-of the .
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said that the reports of Mr.

Nixon's poor health were an

important factor in the Presi-

‘ dent
pardon.

“l have no doubt In my

" mind,” said Senator Robert P.

Griffin of Michigan, the Re-

pubiican whip .in the Senate,
“that the condition of the health
.0
fa
decision.”

,t.!l.“-'t'

ood feeling and
3 at  enveloped . the
‘House in the month
Mr. Ford became Presi-
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San Cleme;te Inn, who lives
next door to Mr, Nixon said,

“I had heard these reports and!

read them, and 1 was con-
cerned like everyone else to
see how he was coming
“along.” !
Then when he saw Mr. Nixon,

a few days ago, Mr. Presley’
said, he was surprised to see
that he locked “super and more

. relaxed than when he was Presi-'
dent." |
“He said he had been sun-

ning and walking." he added.

Mr. Nixon's brather F. Don-
ald Nixon of Newport Beach,
Calif., said when he visited the!

" former President 10 days ag
" he found him “in extremely
. good health and
looked good—tanned and busy.”

. porated. Confusion and
ty beset the staff as
gngry telephane calls and tele-

- came in. White House
-sbilgs said the reaction was run-
nif¥.two to one against the
new i President and when he

went” to “Pittsburgh -this mor-
ning to deliver a speech he en-

—

. countered hostile demonstra-

tors for the first time.
Although Mr. Ford and his
assistants said théy knew tLhe
decision would be controversial,
were struggling to show
At the President's decision to
pardon Mr. Nixon was not a

devious political deal.
They insigted that Mr. Ford

o| had not talked to the former

President by telephone during

spirits; he| the one-week period that the

‘pardon negotjations were going

Yet in Washington today, Re-| 0. As to Mr. Nixon's health,

publicans close to Mr. Ford

's decision to grant the

f the former President was a
n, the President’s mind

announcing the |
v, said, ‘it is
serious

1| % Mr. Buchen said he had been

they said the President was - Aug, 28 that  would he
fluenced by the unfim‘umenlcd propriate 10 make any copmi-
reports oul of San Clemente, ment on the Nixoi (natler un-
“The President,” said J. F. il there was some legal action,
terHorst, who resigned yester- and then, two davs later. i
day as press secretary, “like the tialed action for the: pardan
rest of us in the White House, His ‘aides said Mr. Ford's own
had read all the reports in the statement yesterday on signing
papers and heard the reports on/the pardon would have to suf-
the air of former Presidentfice as an explanation. In the
Nixon's physical distress, that|statement, Mr. Ford said that
'he was not looking well and by acting now he would save
|given to, in a sense, moping both the former President and
‘around San Clemente.” ithe nation from further punish-
[ Other aspects of the pardon, ment in the Watergate scan-
'however, continued to raise dals. -
questions, | Anothers question was why
One was why the President/Mr. Ford, who unlike his pre-
said in his news conference on!decessor maintains wide politi-
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ical and advisory contacts, kept in advance,
his plans to pardon Mr. Nixon~ In any even,
so  closely guarded. White A
‘House sourcgs- said only four find out
— .persons - besides the Presidenticould be ar
.knew of the negotiations a
“IMr. Ford’s_plan. These were|
*Phiﬁp W. Buchen, the White
'House counsel; Alexander M.|
. " |Haig +Jr., the chief of staff}
; "Hartmann, Presiden-
elor, and Benton L.
, 8 Washington lawyer
was brought in to work on
the tter.
“{ *There was no immediate ex-
fi_lp anation for this, other than
2} hat Mr, Ford was anxious that

Mr. Ford

whether a par
anted immedia

Mr. Buchen said he was
lmuch in the dark as any
on ,why the ‘President
changed his mind: *

Q. Was there somethi
that happened just prior

this thing just now?
A. If there was,

know what it was,

Later, Mr.

on

ug. 30 asked Mr. Buchen 1o

don
tely

nd without awaiting legal action.
In a‘news briefing vesterday,

as
one
had

ng
to

his coming to you thal got
his interest working in doing |

I don't
Buchen added,

“lword of his plan not leak out

p—

his mind. He didn't
. prosecution. :
O}I"I -Labab r Day weekend, Mr,
_ uchen brought in Mr. Becker
Lhat the pardon——which'who served as a mediator be-
; companied by an agree-itween Mr. Nixon, his lawyers
!}’me;grril;ig{lxon to. des;:roy‘and staff and the White House.
15 -ta Imgs—may have On Thursday, Mr. Becker went
h@:ﬁa;'l“‘?"d:hd lﬁ,co"ﬂ up any'io San Clen{ente and informed
z':?afion tll?at Pf ixon Adminis- Mr, Nixon that a Presidential
to light a6 not yet come was probable. After intensive
A Gk i Fegotiat:gns there, he returned
) ; ] o " Washington on Saturda
assured by ‘Leon Jaworski, the with an oral agreement ;ha{
special prosecutor, that he was Mr. Nixon would issue a state-

~Buchen and other

; i(gg - sought to lay to rest sus-l!_!

io

not invesligating  any  new lment acknowledgi
2 3 : ging error, but
lc,.l::r es against the former not criminal guilt, in the Water-

nt_thal might act 4s a'gate case,

know what went|time bomb" unless Mr. Nixon
were granted Immunity frong -



