!

How the President’s appearance has changed from, left during his re-election

" campaign . . .

center, during April 30 TV speech on Watergate affair . . . and,

right, just before entering Bethesda Naval Hospital

By Kipgabury Smith
ey
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ROME — America’s Euro-
pean. allies are becoming in-
creasingly concerned about
President Nixon.
¥ The hospitalization of the
f‘ President coupled with the
haggard look of his face in
T recent photos has led to anx-
llet'v that the ordeal of the
1

Watergate ccandal on top of
domestic and for-
i."ll‘i'l'l'mllﬂg

the other

eign  problems

< him may be proving too
" mmich ol a strain
Washington reports lhave
ereated the impression that
he mav have heen on the
varge ol & nervous break-
down whoen e entered the
hospilal 1o Le ireafed for a
virsl  poeamenia  condition,
s inability te > more
#1ian a tew howrs a night
despite sedation was seen as
indication of an extreme-
troubied aind
3 g t Gern reien
t ster Wa
! darred }
f Wk 1

There . was npoulaﬂun in
Western European

and diplomatic circ
what effeck the President’s
health  might have on his

. handling of_ the Watergate

‘problem.
(ounterautd’

If he ‘recovers quickly
from the viral pmeumonia
and regains his physical
strength, it is he
will counter-attack to at-
tempt to clear himself of the

—Turn to Page 14, Col, 4
—From Page 1

implied charges and suspi-
cion that he was involved in
the Walergate cover-up.
Prior to the President’s en-
try into Bethesda Naval
Hospital, one Western Euro-
pean envoy in Washington
informed his foreign office
that in his opinfon it was
highly improbable Nixon
would resign or be im-
peached by Congress.
following former Attorney
Cener al John Mitchell's tes-
fimeny  at the Water gate
ings, the Landon Daily
Priedraph said, “Mr. Nixon
o he aver the worst.
nsition will be weak-
t not fatally,™
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id Brezhnev, too, is the ex-
tent to which the President's
physical well-being may
have been affected by the
strain he has been under, If

;his health has been

impaired, he might be
tempted to resign.

Most of the European al-
lied leaders, and presuma-
bly the Soviet and Chinese
leaders as well, want to see
Mr. Nixon remain Presi-
dent. :

Whilerthe British, French,
German and Italian govern-
ments disagree with some of
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While tne allied govery.
ments therefors want to see
Nixon remain
they are at the same tLime
somewhat concerred  over
the effect of Wateriate on
his diplomacy. The pussibi'i-
ty is foreseen that he muy
seek new foreign policy suc-
cesses to distract attention
from Watergate.

Uneasiness over the out
come of the recent Nixon
Brehznev meeting in (he
United States was particu
larly evident in Paris =nd
Bon@, There was coneern

that the Soviet- Amerlcan
pledge to avoid the risk o
muclear war might affect
America's nuclear protection
of Western Europe, weaken
ing the link between the ¢
of tactical nuclear weapon,
= and conventional arms in the
event of war.

As long as President Niw-
on remains in the White
House with sufficient author
ity to conduct America's

- foreign affairs, the Ewuro -
pean allies feel they can
count on the United Slales to
pursue a pragmatic policy o

he nucleat arms

President

the President's foreign poli-

cies, especially monetary

and trade, and feel that he
has failed to' consult them |
sufficiently in connection'
with Soviet-American nego-
tiations. nevertheless they
regard as greal historic
achievements the successful
moves he has made to im-
prove reldtions with Russia
and China and get the Unit.
ed States militarily out of
the Vieinam war.
Furthermore, the appar-
ently good personal relation-
ship he has astablished with
Birezhnev is considered of
great importance for prog-
ress In the Fast - West de
tente moveraent in Europe

preserve world peace. That
question of the Presidenl s
health coupled wil the uu
certainty of the effect of
Watergate on his authority
is a matter of serious con-
cern to them.




