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Sen Sam Ervin (D-N.C.) hulds documents marked “senmtlve mater!al" during questloning: on Watergate

Nixon-Dean LOgs

May Be Ylelde

By Lou Cannon
Washington Post Stafl ertor

The White House reversed
itself yesterday and said
that it was considering mak-
ing logs of the President's
elephone conversations and

eetings with deposed coun-
el John Dean III available
lo Watergate prosecutors.

The day: before, Deputy
White House Press Secre-
tary Gerald L. Warren had
described such a procedure

as “constitutionally inappro-
nridle. eesferaay “HE==swit
he had misunderstood his
instructions and made too

; ) - .
sweeping a statement when £ point:. I+was: a};thu ? ]

he' said ' that: the 'logs—re-

cords, but not summaries, of
the dates the President

spoke with Dean—would not
be made available to the
public, the Senate investiga-

tors or “Watergate special

prosecutor Archibald Cox.

The ' first Warren state-.

ment drew !'a retort from
Cox that he intendgd to
“have access to all papers,
and if there is any waffling
on it, I intend to make 1t
plain.”

Warren said the questmn
of whether: the "logs would
he made  available "and un-
der. what conditions = was
now  being . discussed ' by
prosecutors working for Cox
and the: staff of the White
House counsel. i\

“The dnly pomt 1 was try-
ing-te-make and the only

make is that the. preslden-

“tial logs i+ , . are considered

to . be presmential papers
and "’ therefore their prod-

uetion qainol_bezeguired
5 ena; War_n
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Later in the day, Samuel
ash, majority counsel to .

the Senate Watergate com-
mittee, said there will be “a
ubpoena by tomorrow” for
roduction of the logs.
In response, " Warren re-
tated the White House posi-
ion that the President can-

ot be compelled to produce _

he logs. But he also said

the White House counsel .

was ~ currently = discussing
ways of making the informa-

tion available both to the -

Senate committee and to
Cox.

If the White; chse makes
this iniormauon available it
will be "following a famous
precedent when a subpoena
was served on Pregident
Thomas Jefferson to prod-

uce a document in the frea- .

son trial of Aaron  Burr,
Chief Justice John Marshall
ruled that the document had
to be produced, and it was.
The logs are considered of
importance to investigators
because of Dean’s ' state-
ment, revealed in stories’
published last Sunday in
The Washington Post and
the New York Times, that
he had met at least 35 times-
with Mr, Nixon during the

first four months of the year &we’re' ‘supplied by the’ F

to discuss the Watergate

¢cover-up. > .sb.ow
The White House origi- = wtlretaps‘ in. 1945 dec

. ministration
‘War IL.” He said the Presi- "

- qals solely

nally denounced th1s story,

in a_ statement also. issued

by Warren, as part of a cam-
paign to “destroy the Presi-

dent.”

. This same theme Wwas ex-

pressed yesterday by Senate

Scott, who emerged from a
leadership ~meeting = with

88 . . 18 nnt going to
orki?

' He declmed to
'who was responmble for this
“process” other ‘than to say
that- ~ “the.” " people " “who
wanted to beat Nixon in No-

%he “get-the-President proc:

m.

The main 1m130rt

Scott’s statement was a con-’

tention that wiretapping in
the Nixon administration “is
the lowest level in any ad-
since ., World

dent was being judged by a
““double stahdard” and that
;an ‘“utterly:  false . impres-
‘sion” had been created that
wiretaps: and clandestine op-
eratiops “lwere "lacuqs

curlty agencies and individ-

admlnistratlon” Vi i e

¥,

Minority Leader  Hugh .

President Nixon to say that .

ldentlfy H

Eember still want to beat .

of‘ . ta]

ied up by internal s&-] partment
e
tlﬁnthemxxon _

“almost sbeadﬂy after that to ‘
‘a low of 115 in 1860, the fi- -
nal year of the Elsenhower
administration.

The number of wiretaps Y

rose during the Kennedy
and early Johnson: adminis-
. trations to a high point of
244 in 1964 but declined
" again . during '+ Ramsey
. Clark’s tenure as attorney
general to-a low of 82 in
"'1968. The figures given by
" Secott for ‘wiretaps during
‘the first four ‘years of the '
5. Nixon admlms‘trauon ranged,
#*from & low of 101 in 1971 to"
a high of 123 in 1969. !

iThe figures represented
rly national security wire-
aps, not wiretaps involving |
'a.nized crime or . other
court-ordered taps,, ‘Scott
said. But neither he ‘nor the
White House was able to say
what the' definition was of
“nat'{onal secunty", and |
whether it was a constant
one over the years involved.

There were also discrep-
;;Lcies between Scott’s state-
ment and ' informauqﬂ sup-
tice. De- |

Fmgureh-mhich;=,8cntt,.'sﬁd reta

eral Bureau of Investigation

8

4 high' point; gfafﬁlgff , of
linin L pal

2 * Wiretapping ire ?eri-to in-
ception o telephone cqrf

- yersations,while bugging -
 electronic eavesdrop] ;:; g

'43105 f&ﬂe g some ‘alterna-
- tive £nru an in-
o terview th a li ited pool

of reporters, to avoid the ap-

“'pearance of a cross-examina-

tion on Watergate issues ex-

" pected in a general news

conference,
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ald L. Warren explains White House stand on Dean logs.




