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MAGRUDER AGREES TO ADMIT GUILT-
AND BE WITNESS FOR PROSECUTION,;

RX-P.0.W.’S CHEER

Pfesident Says It Is
- Time to Stop Making

Herges o[ Thteves

By JOHN HERBERS
wumn«rm'nmu i

WASHINGTON, May 24—

President Nixon, in a spirited
address to nearly 600 ‘cheering
former prisoners of war, lashed
out today at those who threaten
the secrecy of nauonal security
matters,

“It 1s time to stop making
heroes out of those who steal

Excerpts from Nixon speech
will be found on Page 186.

secrets and publish them in the
newspapers,” Mr. Nixon said at
the climax of his extended re-
marks,

The former pnstmers stood
and applauded and c.heemd for
a full minute.

Mr. Nixon's address appar-
ently marked the beginning of
what some White House offi-
cials have said would be a coun-
|teroffensive to shift the focus
from the Watergate case, which
has rocked the Presidency in
recent weeks, to the broad is-
|sue of national security.

| Two days ago, Mr. Nixon is-
sued a statement saying thai
‘{he had advised his assistants
not to let the Watergate inves-
'|tigation interfere with or ex-
pose national security matters.
And yesterday, Senator Hugh
Scott of Pennsylvania, the Sen-
ate minority leader, rallied

other Republicans to the Presi-
dent’'s defense on . d of
national security. -

Cheering ‘Intensified
The President’s address began
what has been described as the
largest and - most spectacular
White House gala in history.
The event, in honor of the
former American prisoners, in-
‘|cluded & banquet and enter-
|| tainment touight for 1,300 un-
‘|der an mnrmous 'tent, pitched
"|on the White House' lawn. .

For Mr. Nixon, the warm
gathering with the former pris-
oners was one of pleasure and
relief in a time of intense per-
sonal pressure. = .

When he arrived at the State
Department Auditorium at 2:30
'| P.M.,the men stood and cheered.,
A broad smile spread over Mr.
|INixon’s face as he walked on
the stage. He responded by rais-
ing his right thumb high into
the air, and this brought more
cheers from the men, who filled
the auditorium.

At this moment, their wives
were having tea on the sixth
floor of the building with Mrs.
Nixon, and thé atmosphere in
the auditorium quickly settled
into one of camaraderie be-
tween the servicemen and the
President who had negotiated
their release.

Speaking from notes for
about 40 minutes, Mr. Nixon
reviewed his record on foreign
and domestic policies, in much
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Continued on Page 16, Column 1

NIXON ASSAILS THEFTS OF SECRETS

E. Continued From Page 1, Col. 5

; the same way as he had in
campaign speeches last year.
Hoapokeoftheneedtokeep

* . America strong and the danger
- “"'of Congress taking “unilateral

action” on foreign policy.

Stresses Responsibility |
+  “Let me be quite blunt,” he
» S8aid. Had there not been secre-

e “We must have conﬂdenﬂnl-

7 ty, we must have secret com-
" munication. It isn’t that we are|
‘eeping something from the

American people that they
should know, or that we are
trying to keep something from
theprensthatthapteulhotﬂd
know.
"Icmmmywthatlnm‘!
terms of office as President 1
.mgoiutomeetmym-ponsl
bility to protect the national
security of the United States in-

.urm- as secrecy is concerned.”
Nixon said he was not
coneemed about “ e

| In that context, he mentioned
.|the release of details on arms
|control negotiations with the
| Soviet Union that would “let
/| them know our position before
wa ever to the table.” Mr

Nixon and others in the White
House were U in 1971 when
The New York Times amb:}thoefr
#P:l“mmu, some details on
arms limitations talks. A treaty
with the Soviet Union was




later negotiated despite the

“I say it is time for a new
gense of responsibility: in this
country and a new sense of
dedication of everybody in the
bureaucracy that if a document
is classified, keep it classified.”

‘I Feel Better®

I\Jr‘:-_n g‘{ixon_ concluded his
speech by saying:
~ “Those first four years in the
office were not easy ones for
me in the international front,
fighting for an adequate de-
te'n;:i gi:d t, i!'igh for a re-
5po e foreign :

“But looking Mtéy the bal-
ance of the second four years,
let me say I feel better, because
out in this room, I think I have
some allies, and I will appreci-
ate your help.” el

After another long standing
ovation, Mr. Nixon stood on the
stage for more than an
and shook hands with each
man. He held to the hands

review of classified documents
intended to reduce the number
kept out of the public domain.




Excerpts From the President’s;_“ Addréés_to

Special to The New York Times

& EfoASHmG‘rON, May 24 —

ollowing are exc m
the remarks of @Prt:udantﬁo
Nixon at a reception today
for returned prisoners of
wﬁnﬂ en, as you can

em

imagine during term as
President of the l?l‘iivted States
and also before that as Vice
President, and in other of-
fices, I have spoken o many
distinguished audiences, 1

can say to you today that

this is the most

group I have ever addressed
and I have never before been
prouder than I am at this
moment to address this

group.

I say that not simply be-
cause you are here and be-
cause the whole nation shares
those views, as you know,
some of you, I am sure, w
have traveled around this
nation since you have re-
turned home, but I say it be-
cauulfeelva'ydeeplzﬂnt
this moment, when we have
& culmination of the
which finally has of you
Jeturned to the United States,
that this is one of those crit-

pr chan?:sthi: 1 th%
can world, an
we need your help.

‘We Need You'

We do not talk to you
oday, and I do not talk to
you today simply in terms of
thanking you as I do for what
you have gone for
your country, but I all
of you would prefer ta think
of what you can do now, how
more ghrou can serve. We need
you, the nation needs you, I
want to tel]_gou why.

The year 1972 saw remark-
able progress, as you know.
The year 1972, m into
1973, in January, saw re-
turn of all Americans from

milative, which was under-
taken in early 1972, be
in '71, the negoiations
finally - started communica-

tion the leaders of
the le's R lic of
China the of the

Unied States of America.
Oh, it doesn't mean they

aren't still Communists and |

that we are not still le
who love freedom, it
does mean that instead of
having hanging over us,

looking down the road, 10,
15, 20 years from now, a
possible confrontation with a
nation of the most able peo-
pledin the world, armed with
nuclear weapons equal to
our own, instead of having
that, there is a chance, a
very good chance now, that
we will have n tions
with them rather con-
frontation, and that is the
key to e in the Pacific.
And then the second devel-

whole f;)uryms.nutitmﬂ-
ﬁlnated l?n the ltmmitlt in

oScCow. You Pﬁh eard
aomethjnglboutlt:goem

now toward a limita-
tion in the ve field.
But. on the other h’ndo

you
and you can help tihis
mpecyto—nnd what the dan-

_ First, our defense budget

- We wouldn

has been reduced. With a
new volunteer armed force,

iy 1 |

was in 1968,

But second, we must also
look at this situation: When
they I:H. “Now that we have
made all this in 1972
towards peace, let's reduce
our defenses regardless of

what the other side does,” .

what you are do in effect,
is advocating a
gamemplun tlntithatlh'hworked.
me put it way:
g have ended the
war in Vietnam with honor,
we wouldn't have had the
initiative with China, and we
would not have had, without
S e sy WEt
other
the Soviet Union, had the
United States not been strong
and ed.

able basis, because otherwise

we would have lose
not only of our aliles m
neutrals, but also of our po-

a Gathering of Former Prisoners of War

tentfal adversaries in the |

world,

But when we see what has
happened then, we find that
the Soviet Union, at the pres-
ent time, is preparing to
come to the United States
for a return summit visit in
just a few weeks. We are
E::dn,g to have some very

tensive negotiations. They
are even more important
than the negotiations we had
last year, althqugh those
were the first, and therefore,
the most newsworthy, be-
cause they will move in arms
control and other ﬂeltgs ﬂ?:
enormous importance ;
future of the world. .
But gentlemen, let me tell
in the '‘event that the
ident of the United
States . goes into
with the Soviet Leaders wi
the Congress of the United
States having unilaterally cut
our defenses, then all
for an arms control agree-
ment is completely desl:goyed.



Because when you reauy get
down to it in the d of
international di

force for peace; a weak Unit-

ed States means that the
peace will be threatened,

gk
g2

say quite bluntly, there would

nave been no China initiative,
there would have been no
limitation of arms for the
Soviet Union and no summit,
e et
kind of secrecy.that allowed
for the kind of exchange that
is essential, you men would
still be in Hanoi rather than
Washington today.

And let me say, 1 think
lt‘lust time in this country to
quit making national heroes
out of those who steal secrets
and publish them in the
newspapers.

A Need for Secrecy

Because, gentlemen, you
see, in order to continue
these great initiatives for
peace, we must have confi-
dentiality, we must have se-
tc;elt communications, It isn't

t we are trying to keep
anything from the American
people that - the American
people should know. It isn't
that we are trying to keep
something from the press
that the press should print.
But it is that what we are
hﬁving to do is to accom-
plish our goal, make a deal.
And when we are dealing
with potential adversaries,
Eos?ﬂ negotiations must have

e est degree of confi-

And I can assure you that
in my term of office as Pres-
ident in the first four years,
and also in this second four
years, I am iﬁoing to meet
my responsibility to protect
the national security of the
United States of America in-
sofar as our secrets are con-
cerned. ‘

And by our secrets, what I
am saying here is not that
we are concerned about every
little dribet here and there,

+but what I am concerned
about is the highest classi-
fied documents in our na-
tional security council files,
in the State Department, in
the Defense Department,
which if they get out, for
example, in our arms control
negotiations with the Soviets,
would let them know our
position before we ever got
to the table, They don't tell
us theirs. They have no
problem keeping the secrets,
1 don’t want, and: you don’t



want, their system and that
"kind of control, but I say
it is time for a new sense of
responsibility in this country
and a new sense of dedication
of everybody in the bureau-
cracy that if a document is
classified, keep it classified.
Now, gentlemen, I turn to
the challenge for the future.
I have talked about the need
for strength if we are goin
to have a mutual reduction
armaments in the world, and
therefore, of the threat to
peace in the world. I have
talked about the need for
national security where our
highly classified documents
are concerned, so we can
continue these enormously
important intiatives for peace.
1 now want to talk about

why the United States, after .i

all that it has done for the
world in World War II, after
the billions that it has poured
out since World War II, its
sacrifices in Korea, its sacri-
fices in Vietnam, why we the
American people, ve to
continue to this load.

As 1 said earlier, believe
me, as President, what a re-
lief it would be to say, “Now
that we have peace in Viet-
nam, we have a new relation-
ship with China and Russia,
we can simply turn away
from the problems of the
world and turn to the prob-
lems at home.”

I can assure you, gentle-
man, that if we were to fol-
low that course, we would
find very son that we would
be living in a terribly danger-
ous world. The world is safer
today than it was four and
one-half years ago. It can be
more safe in the years ahead.
But that will happen
providled we follow the
course that I have tried to
lay out to you here today.

Continued World Role

As 1 look to that future,
therefore, it is vitaly impor-
tant that the United States
coninue to play the world
role.

Le's look at just this cen-
tury. We don’t need to go
back any further than that.
I can imagine some of you
in those long hours of cap-
tivity were thinking back
over several centuries. In any
event, looking back just over
this century, World War I,
the United States could
stand aside. After all, there
%vas Britain, there was

rance, two great powers
who thought as we did about
the world, and they could
carry the load. And then we
came in toward the end in
World War II. The United
States, for a time, could
stand aside because Britain
was still strong, and France
at the be ing had some
strength, but eventually we
had to come in.

But today, look at the
world. Among the free na-
tions of the world there is
no one else, not the Japanese,

as you well know, even
though they have the eco-
nomic strength, they do not
have the military strength,
and cannot be allowed to ac-

Europe, itself, or Europe
col]ectivetg. has the strength
to be the peacemaker in the
world.

So it is all right here, It is
in America. It is in that T&I

world know that while we
have no aggressive inten-
tions any place in the world,
we will stand by our treaty
commitments wherever they
are in the world.

That, you see, isththe lan-
guage o ce rather than
the lan p?or bugging out
of the world and tumi:ﬁgto

~
Anu

ica. But let me tell you, For-
tress American might have
been before World War II a
concept that was viable. To-
day it is ridiculous. We can-
not be apart from the world,
not when weapons that can
destroy us are 30 minutes
away.
P.0.W. Support Solicited

And so we must plafr this
role, and rather than p :gzng
it in terms of whinin ut
it and complaining about it,
let us do it proudly, because

. what greater mission could a

people have than to say that
in these years—the 70’s—of
1971-2-3-4-5 and 6, when we
reach our 200th birthday, the
United States of America
played a great role in the
world and made the world
]s)afer fmol: only for oursel:hes

ut for everybody in e
world. That is the stake, that
is the challenge we must meet.

Today then, I ask for your

country in the world: Mili-
tarily, it is the strongest, and
will always have that poten-
tial because of its wealth. The
only question is whether e
face up to our world respon-
sibilities, whether we have
the faith, the patriotism, the
willingness to lead in this
critical period.

Gentlemen, by what you
did and what you said on
your return, you have helped
turn this country around. You
have helped reinstill faith
where there was doubt be-
flom. {;;ld for ;:lht?zt you Iﬁ:vn

one by your , you have
built up America’s faith. This
nation and the world will al-
ways be in your debt.

Those first four years in
the office were not easy ones
for me in the international
front, fighting for an ade-
quate defense budget, fight-
ing for a responsible forei
golicy, but looking toward the

dlance of the second four
let me say I feel better,

use out in this room, I
think I have some allies, and
1 will appreciate your help.



