{White House denied that the

EHPHATIC STAND

Any Prior Knowledge
Is Disclaimed, as Is
Role ina Cover-Up

By BILL KOVACH

Speclal to The New York Times
MIAMI, May 7 — The White
House proclaimed anew today
the President’'s innocence in
the Watergate break-in and al-
legations of a subsequent high-

level White House cover-up.
In a statement issued by the
deputy White House press sec-
retary, Gerald L. Warren, the

President had prior knowledge
of the Watergate operation.
The statement, approved by
the President, contained a care-
fully worded denial of Presi-
dential involvement that repre-
|sents .the most emphatic com-
'ment in the matter yet issued.

At the briefing Mr. Warren
read the following statement:

“I want to say this morn-
ing that any suggestion that the
President was aware of the
Watergate operation is untrue;
‘any, suggestion that the Presi-
dent partici i T-
up, activity or activities is un-

‘true; any suggestion that the||

‘President ever authorized the
'pffering of clemency to anyone

|in this case is also false.”
| ' Visit by Connally -
! -

Meanwhile, former Treasury

Secretary John B. Connally,

meeting with President Nixon
today amid rumors that he had
been offered a high Administra-
tion post, {

Members of Congress con-
tinued to press for an outside,
independent investigation of
the Watergate conspiracy to
clear up any doubts about the
integrity of the Administration
and the Government.

Republicans and Democrats
alike had sought, over the last
week, to persuade the Attorney
General-designate. Elliot L.
Richardson, to follow the course
that Mr. Richardson announced
today in which he said he would
name a special prosecutor.

The statement follows pub-
lished reports “that John W.
Dean 3d, formier White House
counsel, has told Federal in-
vestigators that the President
personally had  thanked him
{for his effort “to keep the lid
'on” the Watergate scandal.

Report in Newsweek

As reported in the current
issue of Newsweek magazine,
the statement attributed to Mr.
Dean is the strongest allega-
tion of Presidential involvement |.
to fall out of the pall of re-|:
criminations that the attempt-
ed bugging of Democratic na-
tional headquarters last June|
17 has cast over the Govern-
ment.

. The Newsweek article was
the latest in a series of
accounts in which -Mr. Dean
has reportedly indicated that!/

who joined the Republican
fparty last week, held a surprise

‘he has a potentially embarrass-
ing amount of information that
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