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Texan Is Called Amid
Rumors He'll Rejoin
Administr t3i0n

By BILL KOVACH
8pecial to The New York Times

MIAMI, May 7 — The White
House proclaimed anew today
the President’s innocence in
the Watergate break-in and in
an alleged subsequent high-
level White House cover-up.

In a statement issued by the
deputy White House press sec-
retary, Gerald L. Warren, the
White House denied that the
President had prior knowledge
of the Watergate operation.
The statement, approved - by
the President, contained a care-
fully worded denial of Presi-
dentia] involvement that repre-
sents the most emphatic com-
ment in the matter yet issued.
At the briefing Mr. Warren
read the following statement:
“I want to say this morn-
ing that any suggestion that the
President was aware of the
Watergate operation is untrue;
any suggestion that the Presi-
dent participated in any cover-

President ever authorized the
offering of clemency to anyone
in this case is also fal;‘e.",

Visit by Connally

Meanwhile, former Treasury
Secretary John B. Connally,
who joined " tHe. Republican
party last week, held a surprise
meeting with President ‘Nixon
today amid rumors that he had
been offéred a high Administra-
tion post,

Members of * Congress con-
tinued to press for an outside,
independent investigation of
the Watergate conspiracy to
clear up any doubts about the
integrity of the Administration
and the Government.

Republicans and Democrats
alike had sought, over the last

week, to persuade the Attorney
General-designate.  Elliot "L.
Richardson, to follow the course
that Mr. Richardson announced

up activity or activities is un-J:
true; any suggestion that the|.

today in which he said he would
name & special prosecutor.

The White House statemsent
follows published -reports that
John W, Dean 3d, former White
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There was little doubt among
observers here that the state-
ment was issued in response to
the latest series of allegations




that T hold, and I owe it to
you—to our country,”

Since then, except for a
long-scheduled summit meet-
ing with the West German
Chancellor, Willy Brandt, and
ong-completed
statements such as the State
of the World report and to-
day’s report on Radio Free Eu-
rope, the President’s activities
have continued to revolve
around the damage done by
Watergate. 1

Issue Still in Spotlight

In four days of seclusion at
nearby Key Biscayne and an
ove!
nearly all reports of Presiden-
tia activity have tdliched on
White House operations affect-
ed by the scandal. .

Today's conference with Gen-
eral Haig and Mr. Ziegler was

described as one of “discus-|.

sions about the future White
House operation and other ad-
ministrative details.”

Despite the insistence of Mr.
Warren that there would be
no comment on individual ar-
ticles about the Watergate scan-
dal, there was one brief aside
to the press when he was asked
about the suggestion of for-
mer Attorn General John N.
Mitchell's wife, Martha, that the
President resign. S

“I don’t need to call your
attention to the reaction of
Mrs. Mitchell’s husband ' in
that,” he said, and then added,
“But I have no official White
House comment on that.”

Mr. Mitchell said yesterday
that it was “ridiculous” for
anyone to take seriously his
wife’s suggestion. ,

Neither would Mr. Warren
comment further on the new
guidelines on executive
privilege issued last week by
the new  White House
counsel, Leonard Gu}nent.

t trip to the Bahamas,|said,

had a “broad-ranging discus-
sion on a number of issues” in
ini-|their meeting at the President's
um” the use of executive|Key bayside villa shortly be-
rivilege by White Hquse staff|fore Mr. Nixon returned to
embers present and |Washington. b
ormer — to  refrain from ;

nswering questions, it appears
to extend that privilege to new

as.

Mr. Warren also turned
aside all questions designed to
learn, specifically, when the
President first learned of the
Watergate affair. That, he said,
was made clear in the Pres-
ident’s April 10 address.

In that address, the President

id, “Last June 17, while I
was in Florida trying to get a
few days’ rest after my visit
to Moscow, I first learned from
news reports of the Watergate,
break-in."

Nixon Meets Connally
KEY BISCAYNE, Fla.,, May 7
(UPI)—President Nixon sum-
moned Mr. Connally to the
Florida White House today for
a two and one-half hour meet-
ing to discuss the possibility
of the former Treasury Secre-
tary’s rejoining his Administra-
tion. ~ ;

‘White House sources discour-.
aged speculation that Mr. Con-
nally would take over the
Defense Secretary’s job vacated
by Attorney General-designate
Elliot L. Richardson. - ,

But the press secretary, Ron-
ald L. Ziegler, did nothing to'
discourage speculation that Mr.
Connally~would come back to
Washington in a high Govern-
ment position. An announce-|
ment on the post was expected
tomorrow. :

“I'm not prepared to get into|
that today,” Mr. Ziegler said
when asked if Mr. Nixon hadi
made an offer to the recent
Republican convert.

ough the White House as-
erted that the guidelines were
esigned to “hold to a mini-

Nixon Back in Capital *
ZWASHINGTON, May 7 (Reu-
ters)—President Nixon returned
to Washington tonight after ‘a
four-day stay at Key Biscayne.

Mr. Ziegler said the two men



