Text of Nixon’s Statement

By The Assoclated Press
WASHINGTON, April 17—Following is the text of
President Nixon's announcement today concerning the

Watergaie investigation:

I have two announcements
to make. Because of their
technical nature, I shall read
both of the announcements
to the members of the press
corps.

The first announcement
relates to the appearance of
White House people before
the Senate Select Committee,
better known as the Ervin
Committee,

For several weeks, Senator
Ervin and Senator Baker and
their counsel have been in
contact with White House
representatives John Ehrlich-
man and Lecnard Garment.
They have been talking about
ground rules which would
preserve the separation of
powers without suppressing
the fact.

I believe now an agreement
has been reached which is
satisfactory to both sides.
The commitiee ground rules
as adopted totally preserve
the doctrine of separation of
powers. They provide that
the appearance by a witness
may, in the first instance, he
in executive session, if ap-

propriate.
Expressly Reserved

Second, executive privilege
is expressly reserved and may
be asserted during the course
of the questioning as to any
questions.

Now, much has been made
of the issue as to whether
the proceedings could be tele-
vised. To me, this has never
been a central issue, especial-
ly if the separation of powers
problem is otherwise solved,
as I now think it is,

All members of the White
House staff will appear vol-
untarily when requested by
the committee. They will tes-
tify under oath and they will
answer fully all proper ques-
tions.

I should point out that this
arrangement is one that cov-
ers this hearing only in which
wrongdoing has been charged.
This kind of arrangement, of

| course, would not apply to

other hearings. Each of them
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will be considered on its
merits

My second announcement
concerns the Watergate case
directly.

On March 21, as a result
of serious charges which
came to my attention, some
of which were publicly re-
ported, I began intensive
new inquiries into this whale
matter. ‘

Last Sunday afternoonm, |
the Attorney General, Assist-
ant Atterney General Peter-
sen and I met at length in
the E.O.B. [Executive Office
Building] to review the facts
which had come to me in
my investigation and also to
review the progress of the
Department of Justice Inves- |
tigation, |

Major Developments .

I can report today that
there have heen major devel-
opments in the case concern-
ing which it would be im-
proper to be more specific
now, except to say that real
progress has been made in
finding the truth.

If any person in the execu-
tive branch or in the Govern-
ment is indicted by the grand
jury, my policy will be to im-
mediately suspend him. If he
is convicted, he will, of
course, be automatically dis-
charged.

I have expressed to the ap-
propriate authorities my view
that no individual holding, in
the past or at present, a posi-
tion of major importance in
the Administration should be
given immunity from prose-
cution.

The judicial process is
moving ahead as it should;
and I shall aid it in all ap-
propriate ways and have so
informed the appropriate au-
thorities.

As T have said before and
I have said throughout this
entire matter, all Government
employes and  especially
White House staff employes
are expected fully to cooper-
ate in this matter. I condemn
any attempts to cover up in |
this case, no matter who is |
involved.




