Vear Historian, 12/28/72

Thip ic the knd of note 1'd have made if I plamncd to go ahead .ith the book the
e=rly iiles of which you have, on Jhiglae.. There is little thinkin: beldnd i€, sona ol tihe
time it touk ne to shave. Iis real purpose is to provoke your thinking. I've got about
huli=hour before breacfast, so it won't b detailed.

The beombing: of VA may mark one o the turning points in the conduct of ware

There has never becn anything like ite

Yot as long as it has been going on, there is no reduction is 552 losses. Yo anyone
besides the ldnd of military we have and lioxoniens, the losses are alrundy intoldrable.

They hive not accouplished their alleged purposes.

However, they may have had domestic purposes, if these ar induter enough people,
and they may well succeed in thosze purposes, generally the further dulling: of the nationsl
conseience il atendency to be more willing to accept anihuritarianisme

They sho., if 1t is true that all these plines have becn shot down by Lalis, that
intensive boubin; cen t take out all SAll sites and that even in the uodern world, .ith
ell its sophisticated gear and vith an effective naval blockade, a country that loes not
produce them can be supplied vwith enorumous gusntities of them, in tlds case I wowld say
without detection.

This also reflects enorumous USSR production, especially if these Silis hal becn delivered
before the blockades The Pentagon says they are £Fs 2-%eefiectives Tuke cither figure
for planes lo:t ::nd you've got lots of Shls alrcady used.

ind this is by a country with no aviation to amount to anything. It neans tluiit an
ettack of this sort sgainst a country vith any wviation at oll, while it could be
terrible devastatingr, would ertort such loses frou the attacker that he would not dare,
except with atomic weaponry, and that would be absolutely insane when he could db it with
rockets uithoul vuch losses. Or, the end of old-fashioned var except in retaliction aguinst
nztionel-liberation novements, This shows that there is can t work sgainst o deterndned
peoplees Ury the end ol thu kind ol tlhing we have doue i buxsia/ I am aware this iay secn
optimdstic, anu it Lay bees lowever, as of tlie mouwcnt and after tids litile thouht I thnk
it means that aviation can be a decisive Tactor in wars of national liberation only in
Congo=like pituations. fou should remember that this i the culminstion of the greutest
boubing in history, wviidch preceded it, and after all the long yeurs ol aerisl suprecacye
It means the militarist droem of bombing back into the stone age cun be done with nukcs only.

There wer: those in the 4F who so conceived year.. agoe. &fter it was developed and had
becn in use Tor somé years they had a project for developing special radar that would
perdiit the 552 to boumb from trec=top lovel, a terrain radar that at its great specd would
lif't it above obstructions, Although owr rdlitary and politicimns considered the ilupsians
berbarians, they never ungaged in such bombing in World War II, despit. the 2,000,000 rostly-
civilian casualtics they sustoineds. They also beliuved it inefrective, and onc o1 the big
military sccrets ol our post WWll studies is that oven our own rdidtary studdes confinied
the iusiians - the intensive bombings of Germany .cre Lot a decisive factors and we virtually
wiped some cities out. The damape was incredilble.

1 don't think thut under Lixon and with the comdtment the rdlitary has to its VI
policies and its self-concepts we 11 be heuring wiat I say now, but I Lilicve it will become
military thincing of anly becuuse™shey have to realize they have come to tie point vhere
th econony can't sustain these kinds of costs that wre wastes.At soume point someone will
do the rest o il counting ou whut the 1dlitary is now costing, likc the retircvment vostse
with the ofiicer corps wlone in a few years this will cicecd the national budgets of a
nurber of nodern cowstries, 1'm sures Or, we are raving oaniacs, despite our self—concept,
and the wilitary are the nost uuniceal.

I the losses are as groat as LV claims, we uay huve a chence for a test in the coring
Congress, ior the military, wiless it has lewrnod, «ill be seuidug replacenentse [he eviation
inv.rests,o! coursu, will lend shoir considerable support to ite DBub it provides the oportunity
Tor a right and the stutisticse Then it will dpened on ho. the press treats it, to o derreee
The econony of oach constitu.ncy is now largely influenced by military sponding and it is
wore difiicult for a leglslator to survive military opgosition.

scanvibile, wo nake Genghis Ehan lock like Jesus Christe In time, thui shoul. tulze its
tolle L hope soon!,



