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” WASHINGTON — “T am not 4 “blod

less bore with'’ —what was it Lheyisaid,—

amOEha”'

dent Nixon's staﬁ in general, not Bal-.

zano specxfmally, dldn't_ imprnvé -the”

story in his estimation, :
¢ “What “do those - guysf

know s-about
.chansma”’ ‘he .demanded:  “To,'them

charisma is* blue -eyes-and ‘an. open‘_,

‘shirt and a lock of hair down o here.”
He rubbed- his flnger acrnss hls nght
eyebruw :

" 'WITH THAT, Dr. Mmhael i’ Baite.

no, .the onetime garbageman turned.

Presidential assistant, draped hqnse]f,.
across one of the wing chairs that ‘are:

so prevalent in the Old E‘xecutxve Of-
fice Building. For the nexi couple of

hours, out poured a stream of down-to-.

earth philosophy spnnkled with funny
stories, expletives, references to Plato,
and an occasional, Don’t use thab—xt
could get me fired. B

He ' talked ahout VISTA nnd thev

Peace Corps, programs under - Action,
he agency President Nixon has named

-.

fact "that the" referehce was 16 Pres;'-

=

: Swra Jane Goodyear is @ jme-luncc
lnter 1 : g
-@. 3 e P R

!

i ,Balzann seems a contradxctmn in an

S _administration often” described by 'such. .-
‘all “the " color’ and chmsm "'oEE*

3:

; Iog “widely

“ words as. "dul] % "bland,” “mlqu@as‘"“

- against ' President - Nxxon Jin:1980: and
,;1963. In 1972, he abandoned the Demo-

_gqrhage collector," lezano said et

_"Y‘But,” h'e cbntmued ‘“oné

ed P =
A llfe-long D:Emocrat lBalzann voted

crats to Buppol‘t Nixon.f= 58 |1

2 "MY PARTY changed on me.", he
said, thoughtfully Tingering ‘the change
from the cup of . coffée’ his ' secretary
had brought - him.. “The Desnocratic
Parl:y lost’ cuntact with my pﬁople o
~ Not surpnsingly. pictures, .of Balzano
with the. President and Vice President
~hang on his office wall. Aleng with them
Cis . an autographed photo, ‘of Chicagos
Democ;ratm Ald, Vito . Marzullp.' [2oth]’
. standing with Balzano and - their wives.
Balzano ‘met Marzullo after Marzul- .
ubligized denuncmkion of
Sen -Gedrge MeGovern.”
Balzano explamed who he was.~
zullo asked incredulously

Mar-
“Yuu mean

* there’s an‘Italian in the White House?” -
Balzano has’ worked at 50 ‘many jobs.’

“in his lifetime that he ran into a prob-
‘lem [illing out the standard government -
fm‘ms far accunty clearance The ques-

S

Michael Balzano o

" tion, “Have you ever been hred frdm a
job?” stopped him short.

“MY WIFE AND I were llysterical &

. he said. “I couldn’t remember them all.
- T'used lo go to work on Monday and be
“fired by Wednesday. .

“But they said to list everything I
could remember. It drove the FBI mad
tracking down those jobs. I thought
they were going to send me a bill,”

By his own description, Balzano is an
‘example of the “Horatio Alger work .
ethic.”” He grew up-in the Italian sec-
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. He; qmckly became tihe._vndministra—
Hon'link -with blue<ollar workers,. and
especxally ‘ethnic . Broup: When ‘he
takes over Action Tthe i

in
‘he* fauled graae;afte); grade, mnrlung
timetillhe could quit at’16. " n 5
Theri he worked at a vaneiy o
‘heavy, ‘physical ' jobs. “He espec:a]ly"
Tiked: t.he Jo‘u on the garbage truck he-w
‘cause it ‘gave “him much of the day
free. -Perhaps he‘d ‘still’ be- there it he’
hadn't- inpped-on the ice and hurt': hts
back. - 2 A
Unable lo do physmal labar, he went. ol g
to work as an’ apprentice lens' gmnder 3 me
"As time passed, he’ Jbecame increasing- " T h
ly ‘sensitive about hm lack of ‘education.
T -could tead——comxc books—and 1

. could write; but. Imfsspelled every oth-
er word "_h‘ said 1 A

My orders £rom fHe Prémdeanere
to: fake that: program and
‘base. ‘both of those who. ‘wan olun-
i fe er ‘augd : those . who heneﬁt me’the

-H'

% e 50 many ;iroblems of need
in-blue-¢ liar and near-poor ‘communi-

" tiesiand dhere are mo p;ograms, for e
thém (he.said, -
; On Lue olunteer side, he wanis to
step upefforts to hire skilled techni-
cians; including those over 50, instead

mght -e'armng his hlgh sc.hool
dlp]nma i couldn't pass college..en--
trance exams. But:he. convinced the ¥t Concentrating on. “B, A general-
University' of: Bridgeport to let him- 2 ;. ists” as once was the case, . . | °
tend night' classes. His grades ‘wem'so " “And he wants to keep vohmteers in
high that they tock him dnvasta; fﬁll- * their own communities, -
titne student, and he graduatad hrst in “After all; who' knows™ his * way
his class. . “around the - Pollsh commumty better _
He went on to get his doctorate in . than 4 Pole?” he asked, e
political philosophy at -~ Georgetown .. VISTA, says Balzano, is a natural
University in 1971, His doctoral thesis, " ~ program for “the entire Nixon idéa of
which was ‘a critique of VISTA, and **refur ning power to the people.” Balza-
newspaper accounts of his remarkab!o o envisions offering help to ethnic
rise_drew government ‘atfention. After communitics on a cost-shared basis.
a few months with Action and then the: ' “For a lot less money you can ac-
Office of Kconomic Opportunily; he cumphsh 10 times what you ‘¢an in a
was named stall assistant to the I‘rcs:- " program that just pays salaries- and
dent Rt rity , 2 ucates dependencms,” he said..
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