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HOODS IN POLITICS

(Editor's Note: In (he Free Press of November 17, 1872,
Leslle Waller, author of the bast seiling book, The

Presidant undar the conirol of crime. The article
published below, ke Ihe similar one in the current issus of
doss nol draw the con-

Congress
pormission of MACLA, Box 226, Berkelay, California S4701.
Namas of the individual researchars may be found at the
end the article on Page &)
A NACLA RESEARCH PROJECT
Amid all the talk of scandal and corrfuption surrounding
the Mixon Adminisiration, there has been a stra nge silence

Boeing, ITT and the big grain deslers have demonstrated
how sfiectively they are able o use friends in high places,
there Is anather enormous conglomerate in this country that
haa clearly demonstrated its influence in the highest spheres
of governmant. That conglomerate, with an annual income of
over 520 billion, |s calleg the National Crime Syndicate,

Crganizad Grime |8 a peculiar form of capitalist
organization, faced with certain restrictions to which its
“lagitimats’ counterparts on Wall Strest and In board rooms
mround tha world are nol subject. It cannot lobby In its own
name and public contact with politiciana Is discouraged.
Communication with the government must be extramaly
discrest; no White House luncheons or conferences are
open 1o the press. Instead, relations are carried out through
a series of intermadiaries — businessmen operating in that
gray sphere and and masked
by a vell of legal corporafe structures.

Crime I8 an Industry with its own parficular form of

h Evary ysar d of millions of dollars ac-
cumulate from Hiegal operations — gambling, tha sals of
narcotics, stolen securities and other goods. Every ysar —
obeying an lron law of capitsl — thess funds must be in-
vested (0 assure S0 ana aof O ized Crime's
most urgent needs loday is a system of fronts — cor-
porations and people — through whom enormous sums of
llegitimate money can pass into the socially acceptable
process of exploltation. The continued growth of organized
crime Fas depsnded on the formation of an elaborale
banking structure designed 1o “lsunder” lliegal money and
the oreation of porporations into which this cleansed cash
can be hunnalied.

During Prohibition days the Mob, or what was 0 bacome
Organized Crime, sccumulated & vast amount of wealth, As
working peopls ware hit by the Depression and the upper
claas biithely enjoyed the excitemant of the spaakeasies snd
wora thamsaives oul dancing the Charleston, a new bread of
man grew up. This period has been called the gestation
stage of Organized Crime. During tha crash the old rum run-
nars were among the only peapls wha had ready cash. They
had not pul thair money in banks nor had they Invested in
the stock markst. They had plenty of liquid capital and can-
tinued to make mors avery day. As a small indication of their
resources, they had built up & war chest of $27 million which
would provide a base for new activities whan Prohibition
came to &n end.

The Mob took advantage of the situation and begen to ex- ~

pand gquickly, moving into new areas of the country —
California, Florida, Texas — and up real estate and
small companies. This expanalon took the form of Increased
activities in aiready profitable spheres such as gambling,
prostitution and drug traffic, and a highly organized mave
into new geographic areas as well as non-monopolized sec-
1ars of the economy. It was a perfect time for the move: bath
businesamen and politicians were hungry for cash, and the
enriched Mob was more than willing to buy its way into the
mainstraam of American aconomia and political lite.

It was during the lste thirties and forlies that Organized
Crime was abls to lorgs an arganie link with growing groups
of ragional capitalists. These groups were largely centered
sround the non-monopolizad sectors of the economy and
ware based for the most part in sarvice Industries, such as
restaurants and lourism, Unable or unwilling to attract Wall
Street financing for their sconomic growth, they turned in-
staad to the Nations| Crime Syndicaia. It was a courtship of
convenience &nc @ marriage of profit,

Whila reglonal gambling centers in the Midwes! and Sauth
ware sxtramely profitable it was the moves into Californin,
Florida and the Southwest which wera 1o becoms the real
economic basas for Organized Crime. These areas were
relatively undeveloped in the 1940's. had the tourist atirac-
tions of sun and surf, and were closs enough 1o the U.S. bor-
cers to taciilate the importation of narcotics. Moreover, all
thesa areas could provide an ample supply of ambilious
politiclans who would be in need of addilional funds

Nixon Makes his Connection

The man who orchestrated fhis transformation of
Org: Crima into & ia Mayar
Lansky, the chairman of the board of the National Crime
Syndicate, The extent of Lansky's power has been wall
documented by Hank Messick in Lensky. What has not been
fully understocd s the relationship Lansky and a number of
his close associates hold to Richard Nixon's career.

Nixon and Organized Crime first converge publicly during
Nixon's 1845 antl-communist campaign for the House. The
aspiring young Californian’s campaign was Murray
Chatiner, While certain lawyera necessarily associate with

people suspected of criminal sotivity, Chotiner has
specialized in defending Organized Crime figures, with no
less than 267 such cases o his credil

The secret of his sucoess was revealed briefly in 1958, in
the case of Marco Reginelli, described by Philadeiphla
police as a Mob leader in the South Jersey-Philadelphia
area. In 1855 a deportation order was flled against Reginelil
Somehow, all the way from Philadeiphia, he reached

Sacretary of State), William P, Rogers, and managed lo gat
the order rescinded. Obviously Reginelll had been gorract in
saeking Chotiner's help despite the fact that he had three
other lawysrs working for him sl tha same lime. Many other
clients came cross-country seeking the services of Murray
Chotiner. Ha cartainly appsared to be the right man to gat
things accomplished, Twenty-aix yaars latar, Chotiner stiil
plays an important role in Nixon's political apparatus, though
he has dropped out of public view.

As organized crime expanded Its base of operations into
new regions of the country, it found plenty of ambitious but
under-financed politicians to put on its payroll in return for
protection for its lilsgal activity. In 1940, the same year Nixon
bacame polica prosecutor in Whittier, California. murder
charges laading Mab figure Bugsy Siegal were sud-
denly dropped by the District Attorney in neighboring Los
Angeles, It was later revealed that the DA had received &
530,000 n contribullon from Siegal Years later
another California Mob personality, Mickey Cohan, boasted
he had contribuled thousands of dollars to the early Nixon
campaigns. Despita tha fact that this proclamation was prin-
tad In numerous newspapers across the country, the libel

TP

Las Vegas and liquor —
Hoover's Friends

The same pattern of Organized Crime and politicians was
also evident in the liquor and entartainment Industries in
California, as weil gs the hotel, gambling and construction
industries in Nevada. One of the Mob’s favorite construction
contractors for Its lavish hotels snd gambling casinos In Las
Vegas was a company owned by Del Webb, one of J. Edgar
Hoover's closest friends for many years. Anathar friend of
Hoover's was Lowls Aosansteil, a one-time bootlegger who,
aftar Prohibition, entered the lagitimate liquor industry with
the Incorporation of Schenley Distilieries. Still maintaining
his closs contact with numerous mobsters, Rosanstail built
Schenlay Into one of the major liguor companies. [n the
years to come both Thomaa Deway, once Governar of Naw
York and Rep presi i and Louls
Nichols, Hoover's assistant and Nixon's advisor on law and
arder, would go on the Schenley payroll. In 1965, ha showed
his gratitude by contributing $1 million worth of Sohenlsy
stock to finance the J. Edgar Hoover Foundation.

Although thesa contacts with national political figures
ware essential to the smooth operation of the Natlonal Crime
Syndicats, It was also Important to cultivate state and local
contacts. This becama particularly Important in Las Vegas
whars local officials issued casino gambling certificates and
also obligingly overlooked the police racords of most of the
people whe owned and operated hotels. Hera, 100, the Syn-
dicate was successiul; CIif Jones, the ex-Lieutanant Gover-
nor of Mevada, would eventually becoms a business partner
and front man of the Mob.

The building of sn ampire in Las Vegas was one of the
snormous successas of Organized Crime. During the late
1840's and early 1950's one hotel after another appeared on
the strip, and profits from the casinos multiplied with each

passing day. The vast pool of cash created from the hotets
and casinos accelerated the need for a corporate structure
which could act as & lagal front for the money and facilitated
tha distribution of funds. Las Vegas was also the launching
ground for the close relstionship betwseen certain Teamsier
Union leaders and the Syndicate. By 1960 over $50 million in
Teamster pension funds would be Invested in Mob-
controlled hotels and casinos,

From the Florida boom
But most important of all, Las Vegas provided the cash
base for the international expansion af tha Mob during the
1950's and 1960's. This sdditional economic power would
also furthar

p of the g
and the LS. political apparatus. Thus the post-war boom
was the second major stags for Organ
Crime; the profits of Prohibition days look like nothing com-
pared to what was made In the ensuing decades.

Southarn Florida has virtually becoms the headgquarters of
Organized Crime and of the National Crime Syndicate net-
work that dominates its international operations. Meyer Lan-
sky, one of the first 1o get Into the Florida market, sai up

ST
.

oparations in the sarly 1940's by opening the plush Colonial
Inn. From there, he controlled illegal gambling throughout
Dade County, Florida. At the same time, he bagan buying up
land along highway A1A, the scenic coast road. The entire
area was soon known as Lanskyville — and still is. The
hotals and condominiums which loday line the roads north-
ward from Miami were almost all built with funda generated
from the profits of Prohibition days.

Florida Is still crucial. Real astate, probably one of its most
important industries, is a perfect front far Mob monay, len-
ding itself 1o hidden interests through long strings of mor-
mges and trusts Florids's proximity lo the Caribbean
enables couriers to lranster prafits lrom overseas operations
to a complex of Mob-owned and -operated banks in the
Miami area.

Florida tourism Is another field which has yielded anor-
mous profits. According to a 1868 report from & member of
the Sheriff’s Office of Dade County, the Syndicate had 87
corporata structures In operation and controfled 45 holels
and cocktail lounges. The profits from bookmaking, lotteries,
prostitution and atortions alone were $50 million & ysar. This
structure has baen protacted over the past 40 years by one
of the most corrupt local political systems in all the United
States. The Syndicate has successfully bought the Florida
government by providing the largest campaign con-
tributions.

...To a Colonial Playground in Cuba
The first major international operation which Organized
Crime underinok was its foray Into Cuba. As in the case of
any other large economic interest group, such a move In-
creased its influence on the foreign policy of the United
States. Nowhere can the convergence of the interests of
Organized Crime, the CIA and tha business establishment be
(please turn to page 4)
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Meyer

Another parson associated with the Cuban counter-
ﬂummmhammmnu.s.nnmd
Cuban parentage and probably Nixon's closest friend. He Is
desoribad as “the only person Nixon really trusts.” Several
months before the Invasion, Bebe and his friend Burks
mmmmnmmmwwwum
der Batista, set up a small Miami company called Washrite,
Inc.. which operated & laundromat. The details of the com-

's operations are not avalisble but Washrite dissolved
mwulmmmmmmm:mm.
this shell was usad as a CiA condult

LS. capitsl penstration, dating back to the beginning of the
mm.mmnarwdmlrlnmm.-ullm
also controlied

muwwmmmlhmmm
the United States to bacome & convenient tourist spot, It
could also serve as a legal sanciunry outside U.S. jurisdic-

tian

Lansky's Diplomatic Carear — FDR and After
Lansky's to Batista became 30 cioss that when
Presicent Frankiin D, Roosevell wanted to convince the
Cuban diotator not to run in the 1944 alection, Lansky was
chosen as the U.S. intermexdiary. Batista's methods as a dic-
tator were alreacy well known and the Unied States
couldn't risk a rebeliion on the Istand at that point In the war.

for invasion funds.

Lansky and the Invasion Investment
This Is nol the only exampia of Rebozo's invalvament with
members of the gusano community. In 1989, he opened &
hpﬂmpplngum.mc-mcﬂmrddcmlm.which
catersd to the Cuban population in Miami. Financing for tha

Lansky & Bebe Rebozo CNixon's closest friend)

Mary Carter's Many Friends

In 1966, Groves antered into a joint venture with the Mary
CamPﬂmmwwagwnhumusimonnww
Paradise Istand. The Mary Carter Paint Co. was aiso filied
with Nixon cronies, including stockhoider Tom Dawey (who
nominated Nixon for Vice President In 1952), Richard Pisteil.
another major stockholder wha contributed $17,500 to
Nixon's 1968 campaign, and company President James
c:m.(mmmwum-n-dnn-owmo!
on of stolen securities; according to testimony
before the Permanent ittea on ions, Peter
"mmm;nmmamhmmmm

stolen securities many times as underlying collateral.”)
The FBI once turned up at Bebs Rebozo’s Key Blacayne’
Bank to question him about $300,000 worth of stolan IBM
stock that had passad through his bank without being repor-
ted. Beba claimed that he had attempled to verify the stock’s
g by calling two peopls — James Crosby, president

center cama from the US. Small %,
mhhmmﬁmumllllmm_hﬂpmm
trom Rocketeller's Equitabls Trust Company. To salect mer-
Buttarl, who
|n 1968 had headsd Cubans for Nixon nationally. Buttarl sst
1o work immediataly and soon filled the Centro with many
veterana of the Bay of Pigs invasion (Buttarl himself is
reriownsd for his contributions to that afort). As thae final
touch Bebe hired the Polfzzi Construction Co, to construct
the Cantro. Al Polizzi, the head of the company, used (o be
tha head of the Maylield Road Gang In Cleveland. A Lansiy
associate, ha moved down to Florida when the territory
opened up to the Mob.

dmmc-umm.-mwm:;mhrmrm
the President. Beba did not say just why these two men
should have any special knowledge of stalen stocks.
The man who was in charge of Nixon's securlty during the
1968 campaign, James Goiden, was siso employed by Mary
w.mmuwm-mmnmum
President. He had headed up security for Nixon on his trips
to Asis, Latin America and Russia. (On the latter occasion,
e must have overicoked Frank Vitale, one of the biggest
bootieggers on the West Coast, who accompanied Nixon o
Moscow.)
I 1867, Richard Nixon was a guest of honor at tha grand
:wningd!huhmlmduulmonhndill island, Shortly
d, Mary its name to Resorts Intsr-
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Map From Sundance Mogszine

CAPE FLORIDA STATE PARK

changed

national. A credit agreement of $5.5 million was arranged
with Chasa Manhattan Bank, which also became the transfer
agent for Class A and B common stock.! Chase also held the
mortgage on tha lstand Hotel Co., L. & Resorts subsidlary
oparating tha hotel

Another Resorts backer was Investors Overseas Services
(108}, a financial empire which has bean ac-
cused of concealing the irue identity of ita investors to
protect Mob figures. The use of Swiss bank accounts was
another fopic Morgenthau was investigating when Nixon had
him d. The did not i During the
mnurd1ﬂ,ﬂlmnlnducfuluoﬂﬁmfu'ymm;nd
the same boat was once again placed al his disposal during
the Republican Convention.

From all indications. the real guiding force behind Mary
Carter Paint Co. and Resorts Intsmational is Meyer Lansky.
Previous to the Bahamas deal, Mary Carter had baen In-

. vohved with Al Malnik, one of the Lansky's attorneys. The

brought In to manage the Paradise lsland hotel and
casing were sl Lansky associates with records dating back
to the 1820's and 1930's. For instance, the casino was put un-
der the supervision of Ed Callini, who had worked for Lansky
ovar many years In other gambling operations.

One of Resorts’ biggest coups was Its acquisition ol a
large block of Pan American Alrways stock, According to the
Wall Street Journal (Feb, 12, 1969), Resorts Interrmational
agreed 1o buy 1.5 million shares of Pan Am from an uniden-
wfied saller. In addition; it had made a deal with Gulf and

f wmlmmhnupirmpumn-mofm.m

shares each. This would have given Rasoris a total of 87
percent of the outstanding shares of Pan Am stock — a con-
troliing interest. The saller was later identified as
‘s Chase Manhattan Bank. in tha testimony

Lansky accomplished his mission and Grau San Martin was
glecied President of Cuba Batista lemporarily retired io

schema of Organized Crime.
be closer to his home hasa in the Unitec States, had left italy
[where he had besen deportsd a few yoars sarlier by New
York Governor Thomas Deway) and ensconced himsalf in a
Hmmmmum.mm-wummm-m
already pouring In from Las Vegas made It clesr that the
time was ripe o begin bullding anothar ampire In Cuba
The first important step was to insure the raturn of Batista.
Thers had bean slections agsin in 1948 and Carlos Frio
Socarras had won. Lansky flew over 1o Cuba to talk with the
ities for Batista's

Finding Jobs for Exiles
The inthux of gusanos into Miaml foliowing tha defeat of
the_ counter-revolutionary attempt provided fresh raw
material. for Organized Crime. Many Cuban exiles wera in-
tegrated into the numbers rackets and prostitution, but their
mﬂnmwﬂnmmmlrnmknolmwu:
trade. Santo Trafficants, Jr. the Mob's narcotics czar,
recruited many gusanos Info his organization. With thair
halp, the.drug flow Into the United States waa rerouted from
ranca (whers police pressure had made
more difficult), through Latin Amerlca, primarily
* paraguay, This route is still one of the main condults for the
of drugs into the United States. Within the past
il montha a number of narcofics ringa have bean
broken up which are based on the Paraguay-Miami axis. all

otvin of the Miaml gusano community.

new President and discuss the p ra-
entry. Prio finally agreed to the dictator's return on the con-
dition that he be allowsd to finish out his term of office. Soth
men shook hands and Lsnsky flew off to have $250,000
u-ynﬂudlnasm-ummmnlbrmmtmm
Prasidant.

But Batista bacame Impatient. On March 1, 1952 he
Inhhﬂdlompd‘-mmdmwmgwlmmnhumky
and Satista lost no time in working out profitable deals for
mwwwmmﬁdﬂm‘:ﬂmmmlﬂnh
the Mob. It had taken over most of the hotels and had built
savers! new ones. Many of the frustad lletenants from Las
Vegas were brought down 1o run the show, including Cliff
Jones, the ex-Lleutenant Governor of Nevada. As his own
winummllﬂlﬂhlﬂlmlﬂhcﬂdﬂlmllm
His tithe, according 1o the official papers, was “manager” of
tha kitchan. 4
Batista-Lansky, Inc. & Tha Invasion Investment
On New Year's Eve, 1858, the party ended. At Camp Colum-
bia, where an slecironic map had charted the movement of
rebel troops and (fluminated the positions still heid by the
dmmmnn.|||mlwummcudemuzm
am. Bastista arrhed at the camp and quickly boarded a
mﬁmw!wlplmmmmﬂcmm.
Lansky, in Cubs on that memorable night, also boarded a
p«u.mmummculwmmmdnu
home bass, Florida. He was still not ready to give up on
Cuba, however

Mobbing the Bahamas

The loss of Cuba, while important for Organized Crime,
mymwmmmmlmnumwpﬂ—m
new tarrilories. The primary base was once again the Carlb-
Mﬂmmmrunmwnmm.
The targst becama the Grand Bahamas.

In 1955 Wallace Groves, @ Canadian “businessman” who
had served time in-a U.S. jall for fraudulent dealings, came
mwkﬂmmwmlhldﬂ'ﬂdm&mﬂl

balore the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on In-
vestigations, we find that Meyar Lansky "was involved in the

d purchase of the Pan Airlines, which was
blocked by the government. One of his corporations was in-
volved in that. He is a very sophisticated opsrator.” Pan Am
i controlied by First National City Bank of New York which
is & rival ol the Rockefelier Group.

Rebozo and Smathers Wheel and Deal
Ever since Richard Nixon lirst turned up In Florids in 1952,
he has grown Increasingly close to & small network of
people around former Senalor George Smathers and Babe
Rebazo. The has been fied In as

well as personal matters. In October 1871 a team of In-
vestigative reparters from Newsday documented some of the
g crime and the Smathers-
Rabozo -crowd. The report also uncoversd a number of
governmental decisions related to delensa contracts. Small
Business Administration loans and state park land that
resullad in millions of dollars in windfall profits for cor-
porations sssociated with Smathers and Rebozo. Perhaps
the isasi of these favors was ihe presencs af Richard Nixon
at promotional activities of the Cape Florida Development
Co.

Nixon has tried hard 16 keep his own name out of the
various deals made between the government and private
Florida interest groups. Therstora, it is truly remarkable that
in the two cases in which he has publicly acknowledged a

than established the Grand Port y 1o
mmwnmwmmmmmum
Ludwig's firm, National Bulk Carriara, which is represantad
by Richard Nixon's New York law flrm Mudge, Rose, Guthrie
and Alexander, Nixon also brought in a friend, Charles Allen,
for & plece of the action. His investment bank, Allen & Co.,
bought a 25 percent intarest in the Bahamian Port Authority,
Allen went on to become president of Papsico, a strong sup-

pe | stake — Fisher's Island Corp. and Cape
Florida Development Co. — he was doing business with
Organized Crime. Tha history of Gape Fiorida Development
Ca. In particular Invalves assorted Lansky front men a3 wel
as Frank Smathers, brother of ex-U.S. Senator lrom Florids
and Nixon confidant George Smatherd. A careful study of
mwpnmﬂ:ndmd its history gives us real insight into the

porter ol Nixon since the days he worked as the p ()
lwyer.

In 1960 Groves took in a partner named Lou Chesler. Ac-
cording 1o the sworn testimony of Edward Wusnsche befora
the F Senate on igati
Chesler stolen to him in the
Bahamas. Chesler was aiso known for his role in the field of
land development. He had formad the General Development
‘Corp. In Florida and turned It into the largest real estals

jon in the state. Part of thal success was due o hia

A number of Lanaky people par

hutk y Bay of Pigs ion. John Roselll, & notorious
Mob figurs, wes hired by the CIA to Tind somecne to
aasassinate Prime Minister Fidel Castro the night batore tha
invasion. The plan falled but Roselil renewsd his efiorts
soveral limes over the years. Joe Rivers, another faithful
Ln&ymnuwdﬂnginlmaﬂwn-unmmdh
imvasion o return to the isiand and re-establish Mob
mw«dmmnmmmm»mm

partner, Frank Mackle, also & friend of Nixon. Perhaps the
thmmmwwuﬂupmhmwm
Max Orovitz and Trigger Mike Coppola, welkknown Lansky
cronies. Orovitz was later convicled in Ogtober 1968 for
willfully violating stock registration laws by Fobert Morgen-
theu, U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of New York.
“W"f Nixon had from of-
ce.

operations with the
Puddml.ndmprwlﬂlnlmkmm-wmpm!!ylnc
breadth of O Crima's and sop i

On January 16, 1948, the property which includes land now
mwmmmmwwummwm
Biscayne Beach Corp. in which Wallace Groves held 1
contralfing Inferest.? In 1858 a real estate con calla
Desser & Garfisld purchased the land for $13 million. Four o
m-wdmulmhmpmywm-lnmtlmo
another also directors of Lansky's two major Miami banks —
the Miami National Bank and the Bank of Miami Beach

In 1958 the company, now called Lefcourt Realty, cama un
der the control of Samuel Friediand, who, with his brothe
Mnhlmlwhmmﬁkmmmnmlr
mummm.lm-mmnmwmwn
n-mcudmmmnsmmmmmpmit
and Ben Sieg all have | Sieg 1
known as a courier for the Lansky organization.




The Syndicate makes a land killing in Florida

company changed its nama to Worlkd Wide Raalty and In-
udlngCo‘Sl\mﬂlymmlmh--—thmlmmrdby
a director of another Lansky bank, Alan Komblum. In early
1965, Workd Wice Realty purchasad a pisce of Cape Florida
tand for which the Miam| Beach First National Bank acted as

to turn part of the land into a state park. Shortly thereafter,
Caps Florida Developmant Co.. from which Richard Nixon
bought his Key Biscayne properly, wes incorporated.

Pensions Save Mob From Early Retirement
in tha following months Cape Florida Development
proceeded 10 buy over $1 million worth of Key Biscayne land
from World Wida Realty af a considarable profit to Workd
Wide. Just al that point World Wide had overcoms a serious
financial crisis by sscuring a 85 million loan from the Team-
ster Union's pansion fund. The men who manage the Team-
ster fund have made several loans to other Mob fronts
through the years, Including Lanky's Miami banks, which
perhaps throws some light on Nixon's uncharacisristic burst
of genersity lesi vear in releasing Teamster Union

Organized Crime and Meyer Lansky, in particular, wers toc
apparant, Another corporation, Cape Florida Developmant
Ca., had 16 be conatructed by tha same interests 1o buy the
iand from World Wide when il becams obvious that real
estate values would jump,

pulbul @7

Among the principals In Cape Florida Development were
Haverfield, Babe Rabozo and Donald Berg. Barg,

who became president of the new company, had been in- -

volved In the Florida area for several ysars. He is a friend of
Lou Chesier who, like Reboxo, has been implicated In stolen
stock deals but never prosscuted. Berg is the owner of the

tions 1o the Mob lorced the President to find a more sultable
restaurant.

The final touch needed to make a real killing on the land
was effoctive promotion. Here Rlchard Nixon was able o
pl-racru:hlmhlnmwy1ﬂ.mmml’lwﬂlm
attond the wadding of Fiorida Governor Claude Kirk. Berg
mmind Rebozo, his friend and partner in Cape Fiorida
mwwmmwhmm-ﬂ
pose for & picture, Nixon was more than willing. The naxt day
nmmmdmmmwhmm
Florida newspapars and the Cape Florida Co.
-uww;mmlammmmmwm

dnputdnhgalﬁllm‘mmmln1h'

Bahamas. One of the bank’s directors is Max Orovitz, Lan-
mwm-mmmm-ua!mrmnmm

York,
Orne other Florida corparation, the Major Realty Co., links
organized crima fogether with currant national political
vidii ion for the former

President. Tha company ls considerad anforcemant
W-nmmwmlmkwm
Florida.

Orovi

The lew firm which first asssmbled tha tracts of land for
mmnwuw.rwo.mz-mdmnm
Beach, Florida. JA Plisco, one of the partnars in the firm, is
mar Bloom.

officials, wera by a cash Many of the
buyers have been identified, however, as Lansky associstes.
The lawyer in ssveral cases was Gerson Blsil, who pur-
chased over 450 acres from the company for his own port-
folio. Blatt has been identified in testimony before the Senate
Permanant S on as an 4

of Maysr Lansky. He aiso shares a law office with Ben
Siegeibaum. Identified in numerous sources as one of Lan-
sky's main couriars for Illegal monay.

Hail! Hail' The

MOSES AMNENBERG: founder of the Nationwide News Sar-
vice, a wire ssrvice which catered fo bookies. Al its haight,
tha Service was making $20 million over a three year period

Amazing Surge in Land Values After Election
The paths of Major Realty and Richard Nixon cross under
the most dublous clrcumstances. In 1862, Nixon began
buying shares in another Florida real estate development
calied Fisher's Istand, Inc. Over the nex! six years Nixon
bought 185,891 shares of the company at ona dollar sach, a
price from which the stock has never deviated — with one

After his 1968 slection, Nixon decided lo sell this
stock; his asking price was thres dollars & share. Afler some

y haggling, the decided on two dollars
per share, but the question was where to find the cash to
make payment. At precisely this moment, Major Really an-
nounced & joint venture with a group called Condev to
develop land in the Orlando area while Condev purchased
Fisher's island for development. The man who preseniad the
Condev proposal to Fisher's Isiand was Willism Rebozo,
Beba's naphew. Condev proceeded 1o deposit $350,000 with
Fishar's Island, Inc. In return for an option lo purchase its

naeded by Fisher Isiand, Inc. to pay Nixon for his stock.
The Newsday report sums up the deal with extracrdinary
discretion: “Since Fisher's Island, Inc. had never more than
token cash in [t bank account, Condev's sudden decision to
put up $350,000," and Major Realty's timely intarvention in
the case, “just ai the time when the corporation decided to
pay the President two dollars a share, was opportune.”

Wouid You Buy Anything From This Man?
What is significant about these facts Is not the specific

ded by men who are closaly finked with the National Crime

ang’s all here

LOU CHESLER: "Uncle Lou” to his friends, he has besn

|

his guilt, Cohen was never charged with murder.
to Burl Turkus, the former assisiant New York City DA, the
Loa Angales police wers told by the sheriff's affice to lay off

convicted of
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who's who of organized crime

{contirued trom page 5)

LUCKY LUCIANO: one ol the younger generation Mafioso
who In the 1930°s took control of the Mafia from the older
“Moustache Petes”, Luciano served for many ysars as the
head of the US. Mafia. acting as its lialson with the National
Crima Syndicate. He was finally convicted in tha mid-1940's
New York Prosscutor Thomas Dewey and sent to prison.
His relsase was oblainad & few yaars later 23 a result of an
Intricate government plan called Underworid.
Luciano, from prison, heiped organized New York City dock
workers to prevent sabotage of cargoes during World War
Two, For his role in this plan, developed through tha com-
bined afforts of Meysr Lansky and U.S, MNaval Inteligence,
Dewey pardoned Luciano and had him released to Ialy.
From Haty, Luciano was able 1o control the narcotics tratfic,
whaose major source. of supply was the Middle East. Until his
death 10 ysars ago, Luciano remained one of the moat Im-
portant men in the Mafia

MAX OROVITZ: has been used for many ysars as one of
Mvanmdty raspectable front men. He was a crucial
figure in the Grand Bahamisn Development Ca.. belping 1o

¥
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map ou
ficer of the company. He was an original investor
mmmhmmcammmmuwunycn
which George Smathars holds a large Interest and is a
ditector. In 1968, he was convicted n New York foliowing
by US y Morgenthau for willtully
violating stock régistration laws — shortly bafore Nixon had
removed. Today he s sl & dirsctor of the City
National Bank of Miami which onoe held the morigags on
Mm-"!mallnm-m‘mh-bnmqum

AL POLLZTE: “Big Al", as ha |s known 10 his friends, was one
of the founders of the Mayfieid Road Gang in Cleveland
during the Prohibition Wren Repeal came, he heliped
Meyer Lansky and Lucky Luciano set up the Molaska Carp.
1o ssrve as a legal front for the distribution of illegal liquor.
According to the Faderal Bureau of Narcotics. he s still one
of the most influential figures In the undarground world. In
the 1940's. he moved his basa of oparations down to Florida
mdbnglnlmmlnnln real estate. One of the companies
usad for his investments wan the Polkin Corp. (“Polkin™ was
an acronym for Polizzi and John “King™ Angersola, anothar
mob figurs who was made a partner in this company.) Many
of his deals concentrated on the Coral Gables area whers
Beba Asbozo also got his start. The two men certainly knew
each other; In 1965 when Babe was trying to get rezoning for
some land ha ownad In the area, Pollzzi was one of tha small
number of psople who signed a patition favoring Rebozo's
request. Polizzi s the owner of the Gold Koy laland which is
part of tha same chain In which Bebe has investments. And
finally, Polizzi's construction company was awarded a
$500,000 contract o bulld Rebozo's shopping center, the
Centro Comercial Cubano
MARCO REGINELLY: a famous client of Murray Chatiner,
anlwmmumlmw Kna-n-m-rmnlm—
sth area,
lelmlll wu mmricllﬂ al lsast six limes during his
checkered career. In 1955 he was questioned in connection
with the death of a key witness willing 1o tastity against him
Mawmmnﬂchmdhdlnmnmcmmlm
Mann Act, When the U.S. government bagan deportation
proceedings againat him, a gang war was touched off in the
ares as various Mob mambers struggied to gain controf of
his rackets. At this point Beginalil traveled across the coun-
wybobulnmnycmdmnmmdwlmmld
order. Chotiner consulted with several
mmwmnwmmmmmnw
ney General Willlam Fogers. Shortly thereaftar the ruling
was reversad and Reginelll was parmitied (o remain In the

¢

]

country.
JOHN ROSELLE: his career is one of the best examplas of
the multi-facetad connections which the Mob has made over
my_m&gmnlnqnlwmmhlwu
closaly associsted with Longie Zwillman and Al Capone. Al
nrnapul mmmw-mmwc.lhmm
1g. He was Indicted
hmmhhmmmuerMﬂwwiumin
prison. He then moved on to Laa Vegas. In 1980 he interrup-
ted his gambling and rackets career briefly to work with the
CIA on altempis to overthrow the government of Fidel
Casiro. Rosalli's job wes to find someona to assassinate
Castro. Several unsucoesaful were made, ons on

delivered saveral of tha assassination tsama 1o the shore of
Cuba ... Rosell, on behall ol the crime syndicate™ pald
moat of the expenses of the mission other than thoss of the
two CIA operalives to work with him. In recent
ysars Rosslli has returned to California and struck up a
cicss ralationship with Frank Sinatra, now the head of Enter-
tainers for Nixon. Sinstra sponsorsd him for membership In
the exclusive Friar's Club but Roselli was forced to withdraw
after being Indicted for fixing gambling in the Club.

LEWTS ROSENSTEIL: well known for his connsctions to the
Mob and the right wing. For decades the owner of Schenley
Distilleriea, one of the largest liguor cancerns In the country,
Rosenstiel was first able 1o entor the leghtimate liquor in-
dusiry after the Palmer raids in the 1820°s broke the power of
the Garman brewers. The Schanley distribution network was
based on the Syndicate’s Prohibition structure. Some of Lan-
sky's closst associates became the main distributors of the
liquor acroas the country. Al the sama time Rosenstiel was
maintaining close relations with the Mob, ha began building
contacts In the political worki He befriended Thomas
Dewsy, who received largs campaign contributions from
him, a8 did many other paliticians of the perlod. But Rosen-
stial's most useful contact was none other than J. Edgar
Hoover, the all-American crime fighter. This friendship
proved 1o be most profitable when the Justice Department
threstened to bring an anti-trust action against the liquar in-
dustry, Anofher close friend In the FBI was Louls B. Nichols,
Hoover's assistant Nichols helped Schenley lobby for
changes in the liquor laws after Rosenatisl mistakenly gam-
bled on the coming of the third workd war, just befors the
outbresk of the Karsan confliot. On this prediction Rosen-

shlmuwu-ww supply of liquor. If the law had
not bean changed, Schenley would have had to pay millions
of dollars of taxes on excess liquor in ils warahouses. The
right-wing China Lobby lost Its bid for an escalation of the
Korsan War — but Scheniey was still abie to maintain its

vestigations has more recently held hearings on Organized
Crime, bul they have concentratad primarily on lower level
people involved in thefts, eic. and nat the more important
figures or structure of Organized Crime,

The study of Organized Crime largely centers on the
evolution of small and medium size capitalist groupings,
based primarily in the California, Florida, Texas and New

action, he contributed $1 million worth of Schenley stock to
bagin the J. Edgar Hoover Foundation,
BUGSY SIEGEL: one of the earfiest members of the National
Crima Sy During the Py days, he and Meyer
Lansky organized the Bugs and Meyer Mob to profect ship-
ments of liquor. They soon formed an alliance
with Lucky Luclana and following tha Amaricanization of the
Mafia, marged with him to form the Natlonal Crima Syn-
dicata. sngul was put in cnugt of California and was
ics rade, book-
, the movie rackcb and paolitical contacts.

M‘IMML-VMMNMMWMSM After

Iandlfu&yndmmlmmln:

Meyer Lansky

BEN SIEGELBAUM: a long lime associate of Meyar Lansky's,
he was ona of the people used by the Mob to establish con-
tact with Bobby Baker, Lyndon B. Johnson's protege. He
owned stock in Baker's Serv-U Corp. with Ed Torres and Ed
Levinson, the two other Lansky associates, Barker in-
troduced

mmmmwulbomdhkwmhumhymm
for the illegai movement of tunds across bordars. For many
yaars he acted as a "bagman” or courier for the Mob. He
went on to become one of the official owners of the Ex-
changs and Investment Bank of Switzeriand, known as a
“laundromal” for Lansky money. More recently, Slegelbaum
has played & prominent role in the rainvestment of already
lsundered money In Florida real estate. For example, he In-
vested $100,000 In Msjor Realty. the company in which
Gsorge Smathers is a director.

SANTO TRAFFICANTE, JA.: today probably the most impor-
tant man in the international narcotics traffic. From his
{ather he inherited the northern Florida area and a olose
r with the p luti y Cuban g 3
Trafficanie. 5r., was one of the most knpwum Matia men in
Florida for meny years. During the 1850°s the Trafficante
family had a dispule with Lansky over control of the lucrative
Cuban territory; Lansky won. But the Trafficantes went on to
hwmm-nuthnpommhmllylnmumgmm
tly, Traffi Jr., made an Asia
—mmmmhmmmmumm

Methodology and Bibliography
A great deal has bsen written In recent years on the Mafia
and Organized Crima. Much of the material has tended to
either romanticize or sensationalize the subject and much of
it has focused for the mest part on the Mafia rather than the
National Crime Syndicate, which In reality is the more impor-
tant of the two and ltself includes the Mafia. The two most
Important books giving a clear conceplion of the National
Grime Syndicate are Lansky and John Edgar Hoovar, both by
Hank Messick. Many books do not contain indaxes which
make them difficull to use for reference work; all of

The other besic source s hearings done by US.
committess. Senator Kefauver's hearings In

York areas. The slandard sources used for studies of multi-
national corporations and the ruling slite, such as Standard
and Poor's and Wha's Wha in America, do nol contain much
information on regional corporations or middle size
capitalists. Thare are really few organized sources for this
information and so one must rely heavily on interviews. local
newspaper morgues and local government records.

The clasest thing to this type of research is done by local
Investigative reporters. They know what sources are ac-
cessibla, ccnllln whal information, and can possibly give
you access 1o their own papers’ files on the subject. It is aiso
essential to gain thorough understanding of the local finan-
cial siructure and the major indusiries of the region.
Specifically, Organized Crime has close contact with the
tourist, liquor; real estate and construction indusiries.

Another important source for investigating smaller com-
panies is US. Seourity and Exchange Commission (SEC)
reports. Because the middie lavel capitalists are at the stage
the largar capitalists were at in the 1820's, they are involved
in stock manipulations, taise annual the use of shell

reports,
-wmmmmma.lrmsﬂ:mmm

‘charges and mora is
InSECII-mhviorr-wnnal libraries.

To cantinue 1o exist and grow Organized Crime must have

— this Is where politicians and government oi-

ficlals coma in Just as big business Is In conatant need of
favors from the governmant, s0 Is Organized Crime. The
most obvious, of courss, Is non-prosacution of its important
members, but there are others. Since Organized Crime is in-
volved in many businesses and Industries, favorable laws
and regulstions are aways helpful. To begin 1o decipher the
political connections thera are saveral things which ona can
look at: lists of campaign contributors, fund raisers, the
doling out of Government coniracts and concessions (who
was responsible and who benefiled), the awarding of Small
Business Administration loana. The lawyers used in various
deals are often the key link between Organized Crime and
“legitimate business” or the government.

Whal we are searching for is the intermediaries or fronts
used by the Mob. The methodology for doing this s to buikd
outward from the reliabie information found in the books
listed below. From thess sources it is possible to glean a
rather lakge list of known Mob people and corporations. This
list s what must be expanded on: extanded both through the
people and the corporations. If you have the nama of a per-
son whom you suspec! of Organized Crime activities, try to
collect some information on svery corporation with which
they are connected; then investigate all the people who are
involved in sach of those corporations. The procesa applies
In reversa if you start with a corporation. It Is tedious work
but it is the only way by which to unmask the front com-
panies and people usad by Organized Crime. Each lead must
be followed through completely to the end.

The following Is a list of core material tha! serves as a
rafarence source for further work. Namas and corporations
mantionad In thesa books are by now firmly connected to the
Mob; you can work outward from these sources. More in-
vlsuglﬂon willl link the names mentionad hare with mors
hqlﬂmmdbllll‘-smdpolﬂlm Good luck.
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that a great deal of it has to go to
maintain the families of the men in
prison, the men “on the run" and
those who were either burned out or
driven out of their homes. Unless
these heavy expenses are met, the
fighting men can not continue their
fight. Most of the money to maintain
these people has to come from the
funds collected in America, largely
through the Irish Northern Aid Com-
mittes.

If the British terrorists are to be
allowed to ride rough-shod over the
people in the North of Ireland, the
natural aspirations of the Irish
people for freedom and unity with
their brethern in the rest of Ireland
will be crushed and set back for
another fifty years. The only real ob-
stacle in the way of these terrorists
is the “Provisional” IRA and, unless
they are enabled to continue, and
even increase, their resistance to
British aggression, the Cause of
freedom will suffer another defeat in
Ireland.

No one who has any regard for
freedom or justice shouid begrudge

.the fighting L.R.A. the comparatively
small amount of money they can
realize for the purchase of defensive

armament; their opponents are

heavily armed and have the might of
a declining Empire behind them.
Very truly yours,

~Matthew P. Higgins

Irish Northern Aid Committee
273 E. 194th St.

Bronx, N.Y. 10458

The syndicate

Dear Editor:

In your issue of November 17-28,
Leslie Waller presents the tan-
talizing thesis that Richard Nixon Is

‘really a front man for the Syndicate.

If true, such a thesis raises certain
other equally tantalizing possibilities
— especially in light of the fact that
but for the assassinations of John
Kennedy, Martin Luther King, Robert
Kennedy, and the near-
assassination of George Wallace,
Nixon’s rise from oblivion to national
power would have been next to im-
possible.

In the case of John Kennedy, an
attractive, charismatic President
relatively immune to attacks from
the burgeoning New Left was

replaced by an unattractive, un- .

charismatic Prgsidem against whom

the New Left found it far easier to
mobilize. Indeed, the existence — or
appearance — of a credible threat
from the political Left was indispen-
sible to a recouping of the Nixon
political fortunes. For, only in a
climate of general national paranoia
about the Left (so prevalent in
Nixon's earlier successes in the late
40's and early 50's) could a Nixon
candidacy hope to be viable. But for
such a climate to be brought into
being the White House would have
to be occupied by someone other
than John Kennedy.

The case of Martin Luther King
was simpler. King's death would
serve as a ftrigger for fresh out-
breaks of violence in the black ghet-
tos which, in turn, would serve to
fuel both the latent racism and
paranoia of Middle America which
would then be translated into votes
for Nixon.

The case of Robert Kennedy was
simpler still. In 1968, he was the only
declared candidate capable of -
defeating Nixon in November.

Finally, there is the case of
George Wallace. It is the very
essence of simplicity. As a third-
party candidate commanding the
support of an estimated 20% of the
electorate, he would have taken
enough votes from Nixon to
seriously jeapordize his chances for
re-glection in 1972.

If one accepts the Waller thesis,
therefore, one cannot help but won-
der whether the aforementioned
assassinations and near-
assassination were merely the work
of ‘lonely nuts’ acting out their own
schizoid fantasies — or whether
they were ‘contracts’ put out by the
Syndicate to pave the way for the
Second Coming of its favorite God-
son?

Yours truly,

M.M.

Canoga Park, Calif.
P.S. If, by some stretch of the
imagination you should decide to
print this, please refrain from giving
my name. | am paranoid enough as it
is. .




