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* *By Bob Woodward " -
and Carl Bernstein
Whashington' Post’ Staff Wrifars
Presidential Pregs Secretary
‘Ronald L. Ziegler and Clark

‘R. Mollenhoff, President Nix. -

on's former lnves’dgative re-
porter-in-residence at - tha
"White House, differed yester-
day about what Ziegler said
about the Watergate bugging
being financed by Mr. Nixon’s
re-election committee,

Mollenhoff, -« who ~left * the
White Hpu'sé staff to reclaim
his job-as a hard-noséd, muck-
raking Pulitzer Prize-winning
reporter for-the “Des Moines
Register, quoted Ziegler in a
front page story yesterday as
saying: -

“There is no quesuun but
that' the money camie from the
committee,” | .-

Although there hnva _been
extensive = reports - linking
Nixon campaign funds to the
celebated ' bugging, Zieglers
statement—if he' said it—
would be the first official ac-
knowledgment that the. Presi-
dent's - campaign committee fi-
nanced the electronic eaves-
dropping operation, . .

Ziegler  said yesterday,ﬂhbw-.

ever, that the quote was. “a
misinterpretation . of ‘what I
said” to Mollenhoff—. who quit
in 1970 as President Nixon's
special counsel assigned to in-
vestigate official wrongdojug
in the executive branch. .

“] said I have no personal
knowledge -of any . aspect. of
this matter other.than what I
have read in the press," Zie-
gler said.

“Therefore I amnot in a po-
sition to draw any conclusions
or to make any authoritative
statements whatsoever,”" he
continued, “and the reporter
for the Des Moines Register
was so Informed.”

Mollenhoff replied yester-
day: “That's a hell of a lot dif-
ferent than his position yester-

day.”
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Reading the quote again
from his notes in ,a telephone

~interview, Mollenhoff said: “I

don’t back away from the
story a hit."”

But Mollenhoff had addi-
tional complaints. He said he
was not informed by the
White House of President Nix-
on’s hastily summoned press
conference on Thursday, and
accordingly arrived late—after
receiving word from else-
where. Then he was not al-
lowed to enter the press con-
ference, Mollenhoff said. *

Mollenhoff, who has been
writing columns for nearly
three months comvlaining
about the lack of official com-
ment on the Watergate, inci-
dent, said he wanted to ask
the President about the fi-
nancing of the bueging opera-
tion. “I .also wanted to press
questions about the inade-
quca]cy of the investigation,” %1&
said. . !

He said the question of the
;l'u‘nds, a matter not answered
in the indictment of seven
men Sept. 16, has been nagging
him, “I've heen dwelling on
that particular point for weeks
and months in my cnlumn * he

. noted.

Because he wa.sn't notified
about Thursday’s press confer-
ence, Mollenhoff said he
thought he would never have

~ a chance to ask about the Wa-

tergate financing before the
Nov. 7 election.. | .

'and it's mportant,” he said.

' 9T had been blocked by Zie-
glers incompetence,”. Mollen-
hoff said.

So he obtained an interivew
with Ziegler to discuss the
matter after the President’s
press conference. :

“If Ziegler - didn't know,
then he had no business talk-
ing about it . . , and (now) if
he is qdmitUng his lack of
qualification, how could he
make denials (about the Wat-
ergate bugging) for the Presi-
dent,”  Mollenhoff asked.
"That ought to be pointed
oul |

Ziegler has issued repeated
denials of officia] involvement|
in the bugging, saying that no|
one presently employed in
government or the White
House was involved in the
Watergate operation.

Mollenhoff said that Zie-
gler’s denial about the quote
was- “sneaky” because it did
not refute " the quote but
merely asserts a lack of
knowledge. -

Ziegler contended yesterday
that he thought his conversa-
tion ‘with Mollenhoff was
merely “casual,” He said his
statement meant that—on the
basis of press accounts—some-
one could draw the conclusion
that “there is no question but
that the money came ﬁ-om the
committee,”

In columns, Mollenhofi' has
charged that the Nixon admin-
istration could force the testi-
mony of at least one of the
seven men indicted in the case
by granting immumty (trom
prosecution. 4

Mollenhoff said in a Sept. 24
column: “Various immunity
statutes have been used for
more than six. years to break
so-called ‘conspiracies of si-
lence’ that blocked grand ju-
ries from obtaining informa-
tion on ‘Mr. Big' in organized
crime conspiracies.”

He said these laws could
and should have been used
“by the Justice Department to
force revelations of the finane-
ing of the burglary-bugging at
the Watergate.”

“Obviously, former White
House aides G. Gordon Liddy
and E. Howard. Hunt Jr. (two
of those indicted in the Water-
gate case), know .at least a
part of the answer to that eru-
cial question,” he said.

Mollenhoff said yesterday
that he would have raised the
same question if he still was a
special counsel to the Presi-
dent.

“It 'hasn’t been answered




