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Gery snd Dick,

This diemal eddition to what I've f£:1t 4 have to trouble the two of
you only with:

You have coples of the letters I've written the Archives, thus far
without résponse, ssking that they duplicate one of my "lost" pilctures, I had
2lso written asking for two printe &f the one they sey they took for John, with
8 negative. Yesterday Simmons handed me two prints I immediately recognized ess my
own, but the negative was not indicsted, I asked tiast he indicate on the back waich.

I xnew Johnson was in the office, for I'd spoken to him by poone, and I also
" recognized his handwrilting. When Mikme returned them they bore the identificetion

of John's picture, wnich tuey most assuredly are not. Howard compared them witih
my print eandconfirms they are , in his opinion, identigal. So we'll carry this
further enl see Wwhat eventuates, :

John wes Yot in Bud's office whem I wes Pirst tuere yesterday a.m.,
8 few minutes earlier thenl'd indiceted, end I stayed through the time I'da seid.
When I returned to pick Howerd up he was not there, nor was there s message, But he
celled me lsst evening. He now ssys he isgs going to sue the Archivist for the
suthorizastion, for the Archivist, he 8lso says, in-ists he doesn't have 1t. There
are several zeny things bere, of which + note & few; I aimply csnnot believe
Rhoeds told bim this, as Gary, at least, will recognize to be entirely opposite
my own extensive correspondence on this. They not only tell me they have it but
they insist it hes 21lweys been i the JFX 4-1 filey which I know 1s felse for LI have
an inventory of thet., But I Jjust do not believe they are going to insists to me on
the one hend thet 1t hes alwaye been avsileble and to John on the other that they
do not bave 1t. And, if John does sue for this it 1s & frivolity end jeopardizes -
his new suit, for ethe law cen be used for serious purposes only. He hss the
authorization, having gotten it from me. Therefore, his purpose c¢annot be the one
stated in the filed suit, to get it. Nor cen it be to leern its contents, for that
8lso he has hed for smeversl years. Here egein, & amart defense \not that toe gobern-
ment will be smert) would be to use me against John end to prove tuat ne not only
bhaed that for whieh ne sues but that 4% was resdlly aveilable to researchers.

I sm not more snxious then I was to get his order for the pictures, for
Howard tells me he told Yobn of the Tink fragmentetion of 399. John said he ruined
the copy of the letter Howsrd sent him sni agked for sncther, I suspect this is what
triggered wast John now s8ys i1s the "sutometic" way he works, asking for what he
hes always intended ssking for or revesting his recuest for whst hes been refuged.

This brief note to updste you. I leave for IC snd dental appointments for

' us both soon,with Howerd still sleeping, I'11 feel better hesring from Gary, who has

been silent for several weeks. All over your bug?
Best,



