- Autopsy of a Freslident )

Or. Fishbalin In his editorial of Auzlse

JOEN MICHOLS

1 Fefcrs to my article in the July 10
isswe of JAKA. In It he states: ‘“Nichpis
chargsd :hat:tha pathologists who mads
the postmortam exemlination of the body
of President John F. Kennedy should hava

aspaclelly recorded and publicized the

condition of ths adrenal glends." The
cantent of =y artlle doss laply that « g
complate autopsy should havs been done. |

Hext, he quotes Or. Milton H. Helperd

&3 saying that “any digclogure in the

autopsy findings d%‘r and above the fatil

buijet wounds must be contlidered a prlv#ta
muttar for the family to do with In such

way as they personnally desire," Fhis

citation Implies Ignorance on ﬁy part.
| whqlchaartodlyvagreo with 0r. Helpern}s
stat;aant. ‘t nﬁsi be raaméberad that
doing a complete autopsy and compliing
a conplete protecoj of all findings doeF
not constitute a disclosure, which orls%s
when tha protocol or a part of it is
ravealed to a second person.

Ris last sentence reads, 'With respegt

to the right to publicize, the cbesrva-
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tiens of the pathologist may be considaied
--both ethically and legally~=to be a3
confldential a3 any othar Information
obtalnad by the physician bafore or aft9r .
hiz patignt's death.' His statemant is
entirely correct.
Tha- irstant when 'tho Precident was

pronounced dlead he coazsd to be Presids :a‘ -

‘and his body pazsed into the custody of

Dr. Eal Rose, Coroner of Dallas County, o

I =
S rathasr tmnh@ next of kin, £r)
{'amii%} Or. Rose I3 charged, undar Texi

law, with Investigating murders. The

results of his sutepsy would have been
used In court. In such cases the inter¢sts
of sccisty take pracsdence over the
- withes of the fumily, atteading physicipns,
or any involved pathologists with relatlon »‘
to thair autopsy findings., _ ., ‘
Aftar. thd body hed been forcefully o m
rescved from Dr. Rose's Jurisdiction,
the autcpsy apparentiy was perforsed In

a nonlegal sanze with permission of the =TeT

rext of kin@'ﬂthwt the purp

poss of cbtalning lagal evidence. Com-

missica document No. 371 Is & receipt

fs-om #r. Robert 1. Bouck to Admiral
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Burkley for, among other things, “avthote

Ization for postmortem exgmination s lgnid

by tha Attorney General, Robert F. Kennhd

Y 4 ’ - v m;:al jurisdictions nm
dated November 22, 19630 ln‘\mt statys ' >
fncluding MerylandsThe custodlal righty .

of tho dacossed pass to tha next of kin

tha surviving spouse, and not a sibling
Pespite thc’fact that the late President's
brothar, Rcbert F. Kennsdy, &t that timy

wa3 Attorney Seneral, his signature on ' 6) o

any such document was pamunafm carrdsd
no amboﬂty of ¥is offlctlu‘. whlch was,
 at that tlmi, without ‘jurl;dlction in
such a situation. o
Licht on the dwstlon of emission of

dats chout the adrenals aight be obtut'ml

[+

If the “autopsy peralasion’ could ba ind

apected and found to be unlimited or omiy / forbidding) : '"..

ﬁ)rmln-; sxgminbtion of specifiad parts. ' ' g L .
i, Boary Zohmar, Archivist of the W1.S. m Tet

advized »3 that this “autopsy permiss log"

!

cannet now be found Ia the archives.
After completion of the autopsy, & filll

carpioie protecel, with amdpsy permlt, o ‘ i

would hovs boon ettached to the late SRR

Presicant's clinlical case record, and o

dsllvered to the parson gythorizing the ) ., PC SO Sl
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éétaﬁay, If 50 reguasted. i€ enything
&

1s cmitted in the protacel tha reason

the eutopay.

- ocusly a eivil officer, such as that of

-coronar, doas he have the authority to

l_a eaco z'qt ba ona of unaat ral é@ath

myst ba stated. Since the sutopsy was 5
aoniecal one, the path#loglsth are of
comrsﬁﬂbeund L0 secrecy as aro the
clinlca) attendants. You erronsously
quote my 83 'saying the patkﬁ!bgles shelt
hove piliclized thédr f!ndlags) Aftythibg
re!e$s@£ to the fudlic, Including that
published by the Warren Comalssicn, mus}

have tho sanction of gho person authoriting

0nly when the pathologlst Is sleultay

relasse data ebout his findings ih an

‘autepsy, with out sanctlion and over pro:

tests GF the nent of kin. Of course swfh ._ 

pcwmd by .the cmzm!aswn Is davoid of '

gnals is ﬂSa&tlﬂg dato havé!ns bﬁen
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