o

glsts.

of patholo

' the roquirod coanmtome wh\

crhnes of viol@me. .;1,,-

>

C\»,and subsequent microscopic study of relevant #tiissues after elaborate | ‘
N\ nheul - ' !
: processing by technieians, One or two months may be required in some cases, '

post
tha country. Within any ons ntnt@, practicos ca1 Vary, legally., Wi

m:; aln%mre, shate auter gy

Marylamd, whar@ the Pe~n

Fmﬂﬂ on fmaoral pﬁuyﬁrt]. Privsca

regulstions

o
studles evaluoat autopsy p;gﬁlgﬂ‘—h‘q aﬂom/tn/t“a%’.‘eu, ?‘ff ,°§'f1_1,'°,1y fnaded..
Dr,. John Nichols, professor of Phthology at the Uhiversity of Kansas,
irforms me that "In a fow ntatea thﬁ 1aws are qulte loose and the o
himself can legally do the- autopay wen -ir' he m a truck driver in zcoxu:
icnoranco of things medlcal" On the otbar hand, in Gbnnectinut, LB T
legal requirement that tho pathologiwﬁ be 'cart;lied' " meanina Ly ke

American Beard of Patb.ology. ' As I a.l:so loarnad, a puthologist orpe ten

Iae

in detemination ot the cama of dfm h frcm natwml cauuea, may be w!

cace

mﬂb:q ;‘mgpw _ﬁ)r, .-ﬁ%@.-. ;xct_;mga._l oauz;a of death in

RRnmxmsxmmmximmﬂixmﬁﬁizﬁmﬁx hw@n I'learnﬂd rrom my own loca;
cffic lals that getting a dgrinitivo atmtamenb of the State crf‘ Mary-ar,
minfmun autopsy roquiremntn would bo Smossiblo @ maningless, cn Muvw v ,
1966, I triod the Dlatrict of COIumbin, which 13 u.nder federal contral,
phone call to the coroner's orrloe thare waa q‘ite inrormative untfl 18
wag clear my interest. waaoin what would the autopsy protocol ‘have contsiy ;

had It been that of a Prosldent? Until ﬂhat momont the requlrements e

explained with care In the final analysis the results of the autopsy are no better than
‘the person doing it,
uuppoao & man had Gn- Bhol 4 dﬂbatb.. I was talé, m:;l there wore t..

bulls ta in hig body, m«._,,-f‘,gf-imx@ ‘

mrlude taking th body mwt to rvﬁmallgzr trac«: the patha o.{‘ both bulle te,
£ the bulle ta wire firoci I‘rom diff‘ercnﬁ Heapo'm cr by dirrerent pecpla,




quest of a coroner who may be a nonemedical person elected by popular
"vote, are also #f usually of a high standard. However,
“Adone in less diciplined instituti ns frequently fall short of obtaining all
ssible evidence to convict the guilty and acquit the innocent, The Naval

medico legal autopsies

It should be the capstone

“#f American (world) medicine 7777
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- : otherwise the purpose of tho autoosy has not been‘achived.‘
223 It : .

the autopay mast <p show which bad boon rata%« When o
derelict is ahot to doa h in tho Dia»ric% o Co!nmbio, thiz iz what
tﬁnrﬁ kad been a case llks +-
_ u«ﬁah ﬁlonh ront by bullets.
With a ‘bum in. tho D&ntrict cf Columbia, uao ® tho Prealdent li/.

happens. "Just tho othor day”, ”aa told

And I wag aaaurod, t“o“o im P “hw'f

this 1s what happona. With tho Proaidont, exominod across the beounden
lire, in a federal hoapital in Hhryland, with autopay aurgoona on tr-
Tfeceral payro&l, it 1s what didn't happon - but ahould - and coula ;.-
Dre Nichols is making a’ zuudy of 2no Ebnnody autopay.‘ He has +ir-
vublished a ”Spocial Contribution" in ths Jhly 10, 1967, Journsl ot

American Medlcal Aeaociation. Hiu oarlior resoarchea Irdicate that 1y

. Pregident did.have'nddioon'a disoaao. an adronal &o:icioncy. Els meot-

sleuthing was crite ra r“ dotailoﬁ, oxtorﬂﬁro hof%'ard through meci

annals and nowupapera for a poriod o; 10 *oara. Hhilo ho fbund it

dent, that he deopito it “wao'contlnqously oﬁgagod ln strenuous mental -
physical activitg." Dr. Eﬂoholm alma ;olt impoblod to comment that "t -

on detalls of tho pituitary, ar,hia vortooﬁal'columh and S&CPO—lliau
joints", S e

The reader wlll raoall that tho Prcaidont hmd survived ropests
almost-ratal ﬂpiual aurgory. . ’ . .

There’ 1o no atagma attao ﬂd*to“ﬁﬂﬂggpn'a disoaso, Dr. Nichol:. .

cluded, and control 0?6?'13 can.

3aﬂntainod mora porfoctiy ‘than, for

axample, over diaboton, It nood nover hove intorororod with his ac

as President. o

The;e can be litclo di aerﬂouorﬁ wlth Drstiohols' opinion Vib .t

the . public 1 onf,itlod %o knowle;azzo & ém ‘*oa.:th b thelr Chlef iisru

and candldatas: for tbm ormmw o "’;o,y tho pomiblo explanations :

! . R

Woal "t",. LR ".’;“". o e “'._.“. i T
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Lo Msirange sllence" In the autopay is "suppression...ty relsc

“.aaral officilals, or both". There‘may b‘e‘ dab¥% about the Inspirar’

z‘.m_ duppression but not about Vt'ho“ 'I‘act of

it.

A number of solentlsts and aoiontiric'grnupﬁ have -commented 1r.-

Tavorably about the ,Pl‘“’-d’@t'ﬂ autopsy examination a.nd report, its oo .-

splcuous .defIcie‘nt;ioa' and j_@daq&ac;}ﬁa\ﬁnd. v'ib&.v.ﬂ'xd:lumion of all non-r-.-

personnel Trom the examination. Bocause ‘br.. Nichls is of unquest!one

medical Oualifi_ﬁﬂ’f_:_lén and is 'ynakirig: a atudy‘of this ,'pa.rticu'lar.autcmv :.

wtgebespresent. The body must b
late President does not indicate t
be weighed, mea

vy a-espeng;;xqthe*vagina*inWthe*femalew

of any unusual findings together with color and blac
photographs should be taken by the ‘pathologist himself se~o

«=G11T be—-subpoenaed for the-defense-to~tangle- up -at-trial
-~ Entry and exit bullet holes must be

himself should x-ray the body com-

. N

be developed by the pathologist himself.
recorded with precision. The pathologist

pletely. The films must be developed and inspected
this may require 15 minutes but knowing

) gutopsy;
- bullets is important as well as broken bones,

pathologist k

.0f course, blood must be drawn for.;ubsgquent

"where the aeceaao'd. war .,;,;-A'_ :

A

h@,remaian;mofﬂtheuautopsyﬂig,someqhac.likg the.usual..hospital.case.
3 possible examination for poisons

LN

B T B S

e absolutely identified. The protocol on the .
hat he was identified!!gst¢ The body must .

sured and inspected all over; all orifices must be examined,
" Sketches with measurements must be made

k-white pictures, These
ne~less-person v
- They should also

prior to starting the

the number and position of 2% )
tips of knife blades, etc. Thq%: .
eeps the film negatives himself to use at trial. ‘ - 2 ’

i
(o

sﬂiy 2

e ® 23 demmemantad vervy. .
. - v .

* u thest S1X times whiis irew

ably" aslesp Iin bod.,. ;':ho"a,cpu_aod confesscd. However, microscopis sra -

tlon:of the heart rovealed doé‘g:'h éé.g:‘ix:'rbd Poir hours prior to shdotin-s.

; were not mets  When the ' examination was ¢

sszme principlea are, tﬁe aam solentii‘io} aridl

)
ondu

».The accused waa relaged bscauss you cannot ki1l a’dead man."

......

/ | Tothling 1ik9.fth5~'§ "jf"@!s'._vii#‘?'g"l.\fo‘d .L.Z.l.,tiig Pmmidéﬁ’tla murder, but .-
..';‘68&1.,?@@911‘61710\':% ~ which

cted,’ there was a live C.. -

Lo “e defended ‘in cowrt, After he, in turn, .was"xf'aiﬁ;-dered, a "reviae W

nutopsy.roport‘,' which would not be .sub ject to cross-examination - for -

wag then nothling to 'td_ke to cowrt ~'was ffii'ed,"f"{‘:lIt','ua'sv suppressed .

months and thd-’? °f‘_1y -pgrtly,ré;wéséd,- 'With_th‘o mass and sensation of « .-

5 )
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Pazors, which 5ubmcrged 1t and denled lt the close s.‘nt*r' AT
-'."%‘."‘, b,\'.'i"n!’,iin '

P’:»on_'is noth ing right about this autopsy, nothing final, r-+:
ha% satlsfles the need for definitive, irrefutsble fact. It ig .n. -
tocempleteg 1ncompbtent, lacking honesty and o Jectivity in lts =
L orvery airgle official uwse and misuse that was made of it, hasyi .,
w.wprasslaon and contlnuing wi th gutting. | |

W2 lave as a national‘rocard, a fiﬁal memento of a Presiden-,
ayl 3zeritad autopsy report in evlscofated filea y'ev}sCerkned evianLr vy,
roneratad P.i‘stm'v.

axtra space ,
T isy ﬁnfa‘tunatelv, fs not untypical. Tt is the total =
nhe uv‘Cewcé;“all the fnvest! va*ion, a1l fi?eq ahd. recorda.

l’
For thls President the archive is qdequately servad with - v v
2logser to ariglinal than carbon coples and Xeroxas of tham of Uh"PTV“;”
'..aaneration, altered and incomplete documents, doctored picturps TE Vor

\

grighnﬂlp naver nroperly introduced into evidence (none af the v =gl o

not_a sinrle one - In accordance wlth the minimum requirsments of 1.«

S

cnily those that could not be avolded - then on&y:when they could nc 2o
e avolddl: and unstin?gd, uninhiblted suppression,‘w;th each of thc:is
§;er71en‘n5yiﬁg g_vestéd ianfest in suppressioﬁ excluslvely empiwel:
a=-1de upon and effectuate 1%t. |

This archival monuthent to the President is like the inveshigsat.
ale murdernhfar that, too, was of nonspiégoﬁs incompleteness, desli.ora:l
honkuty xniﬁcalculabed iﬁdefiniteness. Easentlal wii witneszes wers

IR

vt mae called, thelir evidence denjed thesolution of the ~arlme -,

3

-

vider:ze was destroysd. Tts destruction ws virtually assured ty of7f- -
ictien and action - In the case o the pictur‘s, as PEOTOGRAPHIC W' T
re~ards and docwnenta with the Commlsuion 3 OWn untfl-then suoprc S

tn the cas2 of the lan“margs vital to photo Intellligencs.

e



