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‘uptil after my work is printed,

1/6/%0

Lrs John Nichols - R S
Usiv, ensss liediesl Cents ' T
Felnbow Dlva at 30th 5%., ,
Kensas Givy,{ensas 846105

Dear Jobn,

Your letter of Jamuery 3 dteturbs me much, I do met think you ere

. consaious of whek you ers doing, tusrefore I take tie time to explein.

. You vegls, "I have resently oWsimd snother sutovsy sketeh vhioh is
difforant from the one published in the Tarren Report in that is hns Verified by

- e.e.mm:‘.e_n $%.4018 thin fdentieel with the sberront one yor heve'f

" fhere is only 6ne wuch, Whenm Behmar wrote you he 4idn't have §t he

diﬂ.ﬂot e, I forced 1t out, as part of 2 longerengs program of work I sutlined ¢o

you in Stlver Spring in the 3pring of 1966, I bave mede » copy of your lstter of
April 6, 1948 2nd merked on 1% your fdentificetion of this 28 whet I then showed
you. is you ¥now, i wes open and fortheight with you on your promise thet you w

would not mske say use of smything i mede nvailobis %o you., i imd quite » datch

of doduments wity me, 2side from tie ms of JOST WOKTsM, whieh 1 losned you-snd

" you were the first tc see 1t. ‘

%uan you enrli+» rakwd me for unpudlished reterisl apt 1 wrote and
$01d you 1 wanted to preserve my work for my own use, you replied under dste of
MANSTx 8/21/87 Resting sopy of my letter %o you of July 29 revesls thet I a4,
in faet, rek you for meterisl you have colisetsd in relstion to the Xannedy
satopsy, I em sghast st this”, You ge on to #ay you would not use sy of my materiel

Because you hed given me your word, I continuel to do whet 1 eould te
help you, for %the mors eech of ue underatands, the bettsr he ¢sg perform, ani we
#ll want but to develop an? schieve adcentsncs of the Aruth, Tar sxsmvle, yYou wrole
pe July 1, 1068, "I sm embarreased by tne confidence you show in me by seniing me
cories of the uorublished FBI correspondsnce, etc., releating to the founally lersys.
T.ey will stey locked in my filey.,”

How £% 1s » sinple mottar 40 follow slons bdebind ms =nd pick up whed
1 show you, as 1t is %o ;ick up waet i generate, I depended uped spur word thet
you would not, You seem fo Rawe forgatten it, Thie 1s 2lso trme of the sutopay

* suthorisstien, If you reread the letier you wrote me ebout thst and pat yourself

in my poettion, ! think vou mirht foel there ass & bleckisck, You hod tried %o
£et tuls »nd felled, It wma not where you enuld possibly hove gotten it., Seasuase
1 h2d your word, I ahowad 1t to you 30 you could understond 14, “hen yoa write n
#nd tell me thad §f 1 do mot give 1t %o you, ysu will write to ths :rehives emd
gt 1%, T had told y-u sbout this Under date of 10/6/87 you wrose, "I »m h-poy
Yhet you have foun? the sutopsy suthorizetion prrmission but, of coarse, I wuld
have preferred to Reve found 1t ayself,"



| BT T L BRI R R

When we met in “ashington, I told you I would file & sult sgainst the
government as soon 8s I could got o lawyer., lou sald you also would. I suggested
we combine forces end you never responded. When you wrote me I asked you this in
writing end egein you didn't respond., You had the lawyer, I didn't. I had the
material, you didn't. It seemed to me to be » fair ofer. Now you are gredually
pre-empting my materisl. Now, 88 you know, we ars prepsring our own suit, besed
entirely on my own work. 1 really think you have enough of your own without
taking what you know to bs mine azd more, there 1s no need to 1f your purpose
is to esteblish truth and end this evil thing government ls dolnge.

: . So, I em asking you not to use this Burkley tbing, not to use the
sutopsy suthorization, not to use any of the other things you picked up from
POST MORTEM ¢where both, includently, sre). This 1s not gimply a metter of my
wenting the rights to my own work, which is not unrecsonable. It is not expecting
you %o keep your word only, sither, There ia much mor- to these things then you
kmow, and your using them will dcuse up something thet will meke you ashamed
of yourself lster, 1 have done sn extensive work here ani I now do not heve
tima to ley it all out to you but, under the circumstsnces, think it is better
for you 1f I do no$ I slso encoursge you, most strongly, not to make any ro ference
of eny sort, no matter how indirect, including in your brief, for you can end
something that right now I cen assure you has been very productive, :

. Bud end t heve both heenbdiétdrbed at wnat'we, for difrerent reasons,

“pelieve to be wesknesses in your sult, Your new lawyers, in our belief, are

correct. You may recall I told you I em femiXlar with the lsnguage, "may you
cited and suggested to you it would be wiser not to interpret it thet way. Ve
ore not. Wo heve definitive rejections on gome meterial that Bud ssys, as &
matter of lew, sre all we need, bul we are not stopping there. We ere trying

to close every possible loophole. Which tekes time. 4pnd pastience.

As you know, I want to help you. ‘ou should reslize that I leid eside

‘my own work, which is importsnt fo me, to spend quite a bit of time helping you.

I do not suggest this is a personal thing. ! did it bveceuse 1 felt it was my
responsibility to do 1, I em prepered to help you in every way 1 cen. But &
the seme time, I do not went o be in the position of havihg you forget your
promises to me end using in elther writing or court wust you would not have hed
but for my work and wiat you gave me your woré you would not, under any circum=
stances useé unftil my books were out. There have been occasions when 1 made an
exception, as in New Orlesns, But this is not a comparable casse and besldes, as
you knew from the time we met, 4 plan to use this meterisl in my oWn suit. There
is 8 special context, John, believe me, in addition to everything else.

On the other hend, let me assure you thatl 1 have no plans for using
anything you sent me. The one thing thet comes close to fitting is, first of 8ll,
something Dick snd 1 were working on independently, end second of all, af of now
it does not fi% in my continuing work on the asutopsy. in tkis cese you did whet
I had asked Dick to do end he didn't. 1t comes from my own work, which is dated
and goes back to well before you aent this to me. ln sddition, I heve everything
you sent me identified es coming fron you ao L csnnot make s mistake by accident.
This relstes to your pictures of the ¢ssings. Dick cen show you my lettera on
thia, which are dsted 1n advence of your work, However, sa 1 sa&y, + have no
present plens for i¥. At the gsme time, some of the things you have sent me have
helped my understanding end that is good for me. I sppreciste it. But there is »
vest difference bhetween helping understending snid helping yourself to tha work &f
othera for which they have plens.

All the offers of help i made you still stend. 1 will do woat I cem.
But I also expect you to keep the word you gavem which 18 the besls of sll.
Sincerely,
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Dre. Johin iiichols -
Univ, Kensas Medical Ceater

Eeinbow Blvd at 39th 5%,.,

Eangsas City,funsas 46103

Daor Joba,

Tour latter of Jonuary 3 disturbe ne much, I do not %.ink you are

conscious of wast you sre delng, tusrafors 1 toke tha tine 0 explaine

You begin, "I Bave reeoatly obtalm d enotha® sutenzy akoteh which is
different from the one published in the Yarrenm Heport in wzat is hoe AVerified by
Ou0o Burkley ‘oft 1¥...14 this 1dentiesl with the sterrant one you hava"?

There s only one such. Yhen Bubmer wrote you he di4n'4 heve 4% he
414 not 1le. T foreed 1t cut, 28 pert of & longersnme pregeem of work I sutlined to
you ir Silver Spring in the Spring of 1568, I huve made » copy of your letter of
Ltpril 6, 1928 ant marked on 1t your {2antificetlion of this s wnet 1 then sliowed
youe. 48 yeu mow, i was open sanl ferthrlght with you ~n your premise thit vyou »
woull not make soy use of enything 1 mele svelleblc %o you, i isu quite & beteh

+ of documents witu me, saide fron the me of ID.T 3KTLY, waleh I losnod youwand

you were the firat to oe0 it,

Bhen you esrlisr coknd om for vapublished metorisl sm I wrote sad
told ysu 1 wsnted to proserve my work for amy om ups, you replied under dste of
S9AS/875 8/21/87 Reeding copy of my letter %o you of July £0 reveuls tust 1 dia,
in fact, ssk you for msteriel you heve collacted in relstiion &n the Fonneldy g
uutopey. 1 em sghest ot thia®, You go on %o say you would not use eny Af my matertal
until after oy work is printed, o

Becuuse you hod given me your word, 1 continue’ te dn wimt L could %o
help you, for tie more ssch of us understands, the betisr he gsn parforn, and we
211 want bud to develsp an’ zchieve manovtancs of ths fruth, Tor exsmple, vnu wrote
pe July 1, 1968, "I em embarrassed by tae confidence you show in me by serdiag we
cories of the unpublished ¥R eerrespoadence, ate,, roleting to the Tauaully Sersys.
T8y will stay lookad in ny files,"”

Fow it 1a a siaple metter to foliow olong behind me end piek up what
1 sbow you, s= it fe to ick up waet L generate. I depended upoy g ur word shed
you weuld not, Tou seem to have forgotten it. This iz slso trpe of tue sutouay
authorizstion, If you raresd the letter you wrote me ehout thst snd put yourssif
in wy position, I thini you might foel there xog s blsekioek, fou bod tried %o

‘get tale and feilad. It sze noi szhers you eculd poscibly bew gotten 1t, Fecauae

1 hed your word, { abowed 1% to you 20 yeu c0:1¢ unteratsnd 14, Then you write ¥
end tell me tuat 11 1 do not give it to you, you Will write yvo the ‘rehives emd
g9t 1%, 1 Bad %old you rbout thia nder date of 10/5/87 you vrosa, "1 om hopey
thet you hove found the entopsy suthorigstion p-rmissinn but, of course, I wuléd
have preferred tc heva found it myself,"
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#when we met in isshingion, I told you I wouli file & suit sgainat the
government ee soon ss I could get s lawyer. Iou said you slso would. I sugrested
we combine forceas end you never reaponded. fhen you wrote ms I asked you this in
writing end sgein you didn't respond. You had the lswyer, I 4idn't. I had the
meterial, you didn't. It seemed to me to be = fair of.er. Now you are gredually
pre-empting my materisl. Now, =3 you know, we ars prepsring our own suit, vesed
sntirely on my own work. I reslly think you have enough of your own without
teking what you know to be mine snd nore, there 1s po need to if your purpoze
15 to establish truth and end this evil thing government is doing.

~ So, I am asking you not to use this Purkley thing, not to use the
sutopsy authorizetion, not to use eny of the other things you picked up from
POST MORTEM {where botn, includently, sre). This 1a not eiuply a metter of my
wenting the righte to my own work, which is not unressonable. It is not expecting
you to keep your word only, either, There is much mor: to these things then you
Xnow, end your using them will douse up scomething thet will mske you ashamad
of yourself later, 1 heve done &n extensive work here end I now do not have
time to lay 1% 511 out to you but, under the circumatsmnces, think it is better

for yeu 1 I do not 1 sl=o oncoursge you, most strongly, not to meke sny reference

of any sort, no mstter how indirect, including in your brief, for you can end
something thet right now I caan assure you has been very productive, PR

: Bud and 1 asve both been disturbed et wiat we, for diflerent ressons,
velieve Lo be wesknesses ia your suit. Your new lawyers, in our belief, are
eorrect. You may recsll I told you I sm femiliasr witn tihe lsngusge, "may’j you
cited and sugzested to you it would be wiser not to interpret it thet way. ie
are not. We have definitive rejections on some meterisl that Bud says, as &
matter of law, are all we need, but we ars not stopping there. e ere trying
tc cloase avery possible loophole. Which taksas time. 4ind patience.

Az you kaow, I went to help you. ‘ou should realize that 1 1leid eside
my ovn work, which is importsnt to me, to spend aulte s bit of time belvping you.
I dc pot suggest this is a personal itbing. 1 did it beceusa 1 felt 1t wes nmy
responsitility to do it. I sm prepersd to holp you in every way I cen. Put &
the same time, I do not want to be in the position of havibg you forget your
promises to me and using in either writing or court wiat you would not heve had
but for my work snd what you gave me your word you would not, urder any circum-
stonces use until my books were out. Thers have been occasions when I asde an
exception, #s in New 0rlesns. But this is not o comparebtle csge snl besldes, 88
you knew from the time we met, + plan to use this msteriel in =y own euit. There
is a specisl context, John, belleve me, in addition to everytbing else.

Op the other bend, let me sssure you tiat 4 Lave no plens for using
snything you sent me. The one tiing thet comes close to titting 1s, firat of all,
something Dick end 1 weres werking on independently, end second of a2ll, af of now
it doea not fit in my continuing work on the autopsye in tois cese ycu did whst
I had asked Dick to do end he didn't. 1% comes from my own work, which is doted
and goes bsck to well before you sent this to me. ln addition, I have evaerything
you eent me identified as coming from you so 1 csnnot meke & mistake by sc:cident.
This relstes to your pictures of the ceeings. Dick cen show you my letters on
this, which ers deted in advence of your work, Lowsver, ss 1 say, + have no
present pleas for it. At the ssme time, some of the things you bave sent me have
helpet my understendingz end that ie good for me. I sppreciate 1t. But there is 8
voat difrersnce beitween hnlplng understsnding sni helping yourself to the work 6f
others for whieh they have plens,

211 the offers of bhelp 1 made you still stend. 1 will do wast 1 can,
But 1 also expect you to keep the word you gevey which is the bosis of 8ll.
Sincerely,
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1/7/70
Garyend Dick,

Enclosed sre an exchsnge of letters with John. I hsven't kept Dick
posted, not to béther him, but as Gary knows, the signs incresse that John is
off either on an ego trip and with s messisnic complex where he slone is the
salvation of the world.

Graduaslly he has been pre-empting materisl I told him sbout on his
promise to leave it aloms, so I could use it. I believe it is wrong, I don't
like it end, regretably, there is too much chance of his fucking up whet he
docesn't really understend, He takes & piece of this and e pilece of that and each
is e thing unto himself to him,

While he hass been busily helpin-~ himself to my stuff, he is 8lso
obseszed with a2 fear that I am stesling his.

We are » strange lot.

But I must stop tuis. It is not only a question of my self-respect,
where I've just got to stop people from screwing me. Nor is i% alone that this
thing, endless as it is, is roupgh on my nerves, which are not sg grod es they .
were. Nor is it thet when there is no end, how can a ressonsble msn kesp on
trying to help others. Above all it is becsuse he just doesn't know enough end
his suits is rather poorly done so far. I think it was not slone what I showed
him thet persuaded Bud, after declining for more than e year, to file suits for
me. 1t 1s his lawyer's deep concern for the obvious flews in Johns, Thet is all
that required that very extensive job 1 did for him during the summer. Neither he
nor his lswyers ere competent to do it, nor are they eharp enough to heve spotted

what to me was oh¥iousl

This 1s o disappointment to re, for mot only did John give me his
spoken word, he put it in writing. 1 heve not given him beck 8ll his own words,
juet what I consider should be enough. I find it hard to beliebe he simply
forgot, even if I phrssed it this wey. That also troubles me.

As Dick knows, when we wanted to help him end he sald he was doing
sn article for LONK, he'd hsve none of it. He is a plein hog. Unheppy as thls

fmekes me, I will still help him if I can - but orly if he sterts acting honorsbly, ... e

I wes sick when I did thet work dyring the summer, and it has pelced en edded
burden of unfinished work on me. He hes plenty where he did his own work, plemty
where he'll be usin- the work of others where 1 di not cere, without the open,
blackmeiling theft of what 1 worked so hard to get -~ snd without this work it
gti1ll would not exist,

I am sending these to you only. I hope you are in seccord with what I
told him. As Gary knows, I've been on the verge of it for some time. When you sre
here sgein, Dick, you'll see what he is about to ruin. I think it is thek best
thing we've gotten to dste, and thet 1s slso the legsl opinion.

Dick, Howsrd has msde three enlargements for me of the end of 399 from
his picture. I'm enclosing one, By the wsy, toe Archives has written Howerd that
John hes dupliceted this on me, too., I shewed him the pictures. It blew his mind,
Hwward mey have sent Dick s cerbons...It mekes me fesl rotten....When you get the
print of 399, plesse xerox a copy for me so I can compsere it and ees if it is
jdenticel with mine. I think my letter ordering e new one may have facilitated
their "finding" of the missing picture, tut this may not be the cese. They've had
plenty of time to be in touch with me and weren't. Hurriedly.
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1/7/70
Garyend Dick,

inclosed are an exchenge of let'ers with John., I haven't kept Dick
posted, not to béther bim, but ss Gary knowvs, the =igns increase that John ie

"off either on an ego trip and with s messianie comulex where he slone is . the

salvation or tie world.

Gheduslly he has been pre-empting msterisl I told him about on his
promise to leave it slone, so 1 could use 1t. 1 believe it 1= wrong, 1 don't

“1ike it snd, regretebly, there is too much chence of hisz fuckinge up what he’

doesn't really understand, e tskes e piece of tuis and » viece of tnst ~nd each
is o tbinz unto himself to him. :

While he hns bern busily helpin  bimself to my stuff, he ls slso
obsesced with o fesr thet I am stesling his.

%e are a strenge lot,
“Buf f must gtop trie. It 18 not oniv a question of my grlf~-respect,

where 1've just got to ston paonle from serewing me. Nor 1s it slone that this
thing, endless as it 1s, is rough on my nerves, which are no% ag gned 3s they

" were, Nor is it tust when there is no end, how esn g Dessonable men keep on
. tryineito help cthers. Above . sll it is ‘becouse he just doeen't know enough end

his suits is rether pr-rly done so far. 1 think it wee not zlone whet I showed
nim thet persusded Bud, siter deelining for mor- thrn o vear, to Tile suits for
me. it is nis lawyer's deep corcern for the obvious flawe in Johnse Thaet is all
thet required tust very extenslve Job 1l di¢ for bi . durin; tce suiuer. deither he
nor his lswyers are competent %o do 1%, nor sre taey sharp enoush to uuve spotted
what to me was ohbiousl

Tpie is & dizappointment to me, Ffor not only did Yohn give me his
spoken word, he rut it in writing., L usve not glven him back all nis ~wn words,
just what I coneider should te ensughe I find it hsrd to belieke he zimply
forgot, even if I phrssed it tois waye. That also troutles me.

te Dick knows, whsn we wented to help nim and he said e was dning

en srticle for L0oNK, he'd have none of it. iie is o plein hog. Unhup-y 52 this
. me%es me, I will still nelp him if I ean - put o.ly il he ‘sisrts actingz honorsblye

1 was siek when 1 did tnst work durirg the summer, and it aas paslced sn sdded
burden of ucfiished werk on me. ue nas plenty wiere be a1 his own work, plenty
shere he'll be usin  tue work of otuers wuere 1 di not care, witnout tue oven,
blackmeiling theft of what L worked sn hard tn get - snd witoent thle work it
st11l would not exist.

i sm sendings these to you only. I hope yeu are in ac-ord with whet I
told him. Ag Gary knows, L've becn cn the verge of i% for anme time. “hen wou are
here sgain, Dick, you'll see wuat ne 1 sbout to ruin, I thivx it iec hied test
thing we've gotten to doate, and tust i =1so the legsl opiriqon.

Dick, Hnoward has made three enlargements for me of tie end ~f 399 from
his nlceture, I'm enclraing one. Ty the =ay, tae Archives hes written il~ward that
Jehn has dupliceted this on me, tne, I showed ni+ the pictures. It blew his mind,
Hrward may heve sent Dick a eBrbON, «ss It makes Mo feel rottone ... hen yvou get the
print of 399, plesse xer~X a copy far me so I con comprrs 1t ond ser if it 1is
jdentiesl with mine. I thiak my letter ordering & new one ney bave facilitoted
their "finding” of the missing picture, tut tuis asy not ts the cose. They've had
plenty of time to be in touch with me anu veren't. Hurriedly.
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Harold Weisberg, Esq., =

UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS MEDICAL CENTER

RAINBOW BOULEVARD AT 39TH STREET

Route 8
Frederick, Maryland

Dear Harold:

I have recently obtained another autopsy sketch which is different from
the one published in the Warren Report in that it has "Verified by

G. G. Burkley' on it as you can see from the enclosed Thermofax. Is
this identical with the aberrant one you have?

Earlier today we had some changes in my legal advisors. The one
who has been dragging his feet will now have only a minor position.
My other two counsel think it too risky to go to court without having

exhausted the "administrative remedys". We will now do this. How
long will it take?

Sincerely,

¢ ne

"
-
L

0L Hd L5

ST HMN






¥f4 "\gTOPSY DESCRIPTIVE SHEE™ X NS P.\m-f‘u.‘g;; ’;‘_
’ ”

- /’

- .. P ) P Ay fo d
© W Amm e ;g-ﬁ:}m. STARTED, HR.COMPLETED
i UL S )
NAME! C # ¥ RAKK/RATE 2
}'% s e o i
B T2/MOUR EXEIRED: WARD ... DIAGRISIS £ .
s} L éxm i . . A g
3 PHISICAL DESCRIPTION: RACE: Qbtain following om §pbiss only:
§ : Color 1
0 Height in. Weight 1b, Hair Crown~rump _ in.
— Crowm-hesl in, é
@\ Color eyes Pupil ma, Lb. mn Circamferencer < , }
i e POPLLGHE P B phd o tn, Bt
FEIGHTS: (Qress, unfaes prnervise spacified) Abd, ine. ‘; p

Lo, 1. JPE S0  xmwer, rr, (345 ADRENALS, RT. ___
uNa, LT. m&z xossY, LT, [ {0 ADRENALS, LT.

I8 BRAIN LIVER __[4¢ PANCREAS

§ . sezm 70 ‘ HEART . 4C ' THLROLD . ;

§‘ ¥ nmws 28T CVARY /
i e mmasvimxts: A 75 om. P om. TLA__ om N_JO  da. \
ﬁ ) 1.5 ax. R 4L - P ¢

Citrnmim—
po e ko) “f

Pathologist



