- gotten this letter, naturally, he weg

1/28/70
Dear Hck {ec Gamry),

John phoned e rrom'Waehington about t¥%o hours ago. I wes quite upset
during tihe converzaetion, but 4 now feel more tranquil tawn 1 bad expected. 1t wes

-er incredidle cell.conversstion tast, were my nerves in bétter shupe, would nave

been difficult,

Hs pretends not to hove gottn my next-to-last letter, tae one before
the one 1 juet sent with & copy of his to Dick for corying for Gery. I will not
try end go over tus woole tuing. wue pretends thet winsy Le ‘saw in wy work he didn't
see tinere except the picturs, which he now 88ys he would have gotten anyway,

‘because e would sooner or later have esked for exectly what. I showed him {he ack=-

nowledgee it blew his mind, tho!) snd claims ‘that in the course of time hea'd have
esked for toe sutopsy authorizstien agoin and gotten it. In pretending he ted not

pretending to bte unaware of wiet he had early
written me, in part quoted teck to hims L C , -

Dicl, whe Los had thie hbppen tn him, #1l1 not @ surprised to xne that
Join hes duplicated my work witih the bullet end copyrighted it in kis nsme!

This should be cnough to glva you & gond ides of w.et he is up te. Now,
heving declined collsboration witn Dick &ni me wien we oflerad it, 28 he refused to
associate me witu his sult end instesd 1s trying to steel mny stuff for it, ne is
sctuslly offering my meterial to ILOOK in his own nome! Par pey!

¥hile my chief wrcern i1s thet he will ruin whet * have been building,
I n8lso will not tolerete %uis. ¥het ne does not know i1s thet I once offered this %o
I00K snd got turned dovwn. But if they buy from him, I think they'll be honked for
a8 suit, for I hmve no goubt 1 heve their refusel in writing, zhather »r not it
specified this wateriel, Yore, I offered PM to Cowles Publishing, walch 21so rejected,
ond whether or not the Burkley stufy ie in tnet text or ep pendix I do not now remamber,
the bullet businezs is there,.

by accident, be got the Burkley epprovsl of the Hymes btérning. snd 1t
is slweye poesible he dres nnt remsmber ny fiaming 1t tn bin (and m~re, which melkes
mebelieve he 314 forget 1t), ‘s vru knew, 1 wrote bi~ zbout tnie &k some leneth, He
rreterds lgmgorence of tust, e mus$ nave Zotten tiwt letter by todey. *e said at
e littlebefore six tim% he nad just gotten in. This I reslly worry about, aes Gary
<nows better then Dick, #nd I certaintly do not want hise ego~-indulgence to tip off
those why do not reslize what + heve done end, in addition to everytiing else, close
toe door 1've opened. How to mae tuet hulking ego understend thie is the resl
problem end taen, of he cen understsnd, to get him to behave both honorably and
responsibly, lowever, if nething else, we can meke & record. It happens that w ry
long ago you saw this rert of my work., 14 like you both tn ®rite him telling him thet
I hsve ssked you to tell hirm tkis elone: thet I forced cut snd use in my eutopsy
writing the Buriley appréwelmo! the burning. I fear thet temorrow he'll blurder inte
the rest end ruin tiet sleo, But this muce he hes end tainks he hes discovered smerica.
If you remember, as I would think you do, and would tell nim, givin. the approximate
times (with Gery a year &nd s half £go, witn Blek almoet,s yesr), then he'll have @&
little to trouble himself with, for he now cleims I didn t saow it to hime. I heve
kert thet stuff in & separete file until recently, and you both mey recsell %ais or
may not, .
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schedule as 1 can,

T told him the wiole story of whet tue archives did sith my pleture of
399 on bie word that ne'd not use it end, telieve it or not, he imuedistely
started telling me woat he'd do with 1t! I geve it to him, then end there, asking
him bow anyone could evar trust him or his ego if he couldn't remember a ppomise
while we were stl11l discussing it. But his ego is such he does not reslize what this
does to him. He so falthfully copied what I hed dome srd showed him that the
Arfhdves thinks they cen get wwey wita seyinz it ie the oge & have, the one toey
did for me! Tue letters tuey wrote Dick snd me, snd Joun's own acknowledgement,
will ruin him forever in court, snd if ke doesn't bteck off end tehsve, I have
every intention of doing just that. ‘

Now toet it is over, 1 do wish 1'd taped the conversetion. ie acked asbout -
getting together tomorrow and i gave him my schedule. I told him woen I'11 be at the
medicsl center, when I should be etle to be at Bud's ‘orientina this witi his botel,
which is about 8 tleck freu hixxkzim Bud's), told nim sbout when I'Q get to Bud's,
bow lo'ng I could stay there before having to lesve for the Lregives, when my appoint-
ment was , how long it should take, epproximetely woen I'd get tack to Dud's, end
offered %, drive oix to Betnesda in plenty of time for his speech. :How myuch more
can one do for sn ego-crested crook? And I will come ss close to xeeping this

e -4 get nervous wien I look.at thie stuff now#, so «'m u:t doing sny check ing.
dowever, to be sure of one think, I did check my LOOK file, snd I did offer 100K
my sutipsy work tos end ol Decomber 196%. I submitted tie earlier part of it 9/66,
They lost it for o walle end I unave the letters of spclozy. I dn nct know whet the
lew 1s, but I surs es hell understsnd what tae p.r. is, erd this will be the end of
John's professionsl reputstiocn, if not emougn in ftself to ecisblish tos Tork
should heve known tetter. I believe it was in tue susmer of 1968 thut e friend
introdured it to Cowles, end if I didn't includs tue doecs, I did Love end offer
them, I'm resscnatly certain the files will reflect tnis clearly,

But here the Archives cronkedness is s joy to me., Imegime their seying
that the electrostutic copy of my picture (IR do not yet have thn's, for they
haven't filled my order end Dick hesn't ssnt ne a copy) enables tuem to identify it
as the one L2 directed tuen to teke! : ' k

But tne real problem 1s noct to colliect Jrom LOfK, gratifyiang o3 that would
be, or to hurt “ohn, richly ss he deserves it. The resl problem is o keep him from

blowing wust 4 have been doing, ond here is waere * csn use zalp, for when waaet
I told hir tomigut sinks in €nd when uLe reeds wiust iz in tie m=il to him als ego
will go craxy. There are mny other meys I onpn ostabliss tant $hiz hve heen in the
work he saw. Bud sew tos sume stuff. I weuld not use Vince, bui te did. Zawapd
k¥nows it ena I weuld net inve've wime 1 ove subndt e it %n Tluvbey, Lave the
rejectlon, sne to others. 211 the same file thet * ke + together. I hed 1t down to
the ialleck trisl, tuen still intasct. Bud tosk me to the Headers' Jigest with it.
He brought e men from the llsnchester Union-Leader ur and e sew it. I don't now
think the immediste problem or concern is legel. I thi-c it 1o to kecp tant bull
ego from wrecking this dscliste chine shop. .

This ie pretty sticky, =z if you do net wmont to do sopytaing, I'11l ksve no
hard feellngs. + aste 1° elso, cetest tue intristion 1t is in corstoictive work. But
1 simply must keep him from wrecking woet 1 som so far succeeeding in doing. Dick, Itve
not sert you tha test for & nuiber of rescons, cnisfly cos® snd sscurity, hut Gary
hes a durlicete and ..cward will see it tomerrow, and others heve, includins Bud, who
seys 1t is the st signirticunt tolng we usve., bMore, zavieg it, I & wmncerned atout
tne closing of the door. it is better not to gc to court for wieit csn be obtained
otherwise,
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I ssked Joon tonigat es 1 wrote kim why cennot he content himzelf with
suing for hiw own work, why c&n e not lseve mExyxxxm my own work for my suit. He
wes without response. I remirded him of my ropeated snd unanawered recuests thst he
include me in his suit when + hed no lawyer, end he agein hsad no response. I remin-
ded him thet Dick ent 1 offered colleboretion in the LONK article, and he sgein
ked no response. To me, this leaves no doubt about Lis intentions.

ind, if he uses sny o this, it will wréck hias suit. I think it mey
not be necessary for me to do it, for I talnk i* will Ye sponteneous, once the
government tumbles teo the picture bit thet only & few now krow sbout. Pelt until
thet gets to the government lswyere, end his copyrighting cof nine!

If we do not meest tomorrovw it willtbe hecsuse he so srrenses 1t. Yy
schedule wes arranged in sdvence, fnr I had %o meke sn irchives time =ypecifie,
ss the letters you urve show, ¢nd I hed 4o see Bud before thet, acve to tale
nerishable specimens tc the lab tefore sll nf it, #»nd am returning to Bud's to pick

‘ur Howsrd, If John is *hers then, perhaps Be'l: listen tn Howard, if he can listeh

to anyone, for noward slso ssw it, With tais scaedule fixed, end ais time fres,
for be said Le expects to spend only about 10-15 minutes with Hpoads, all ke bas to
do ie be st Bud's when I told him 1'11 be there or leave work® for mes to pick him up

gt his hotel. 1f-we do not meet, L taink 1'1l heve another clear resding of at least

his subconscious, for he ass notuinz to do until ois spesch.

Ferlier todasy I solicited your opinions ebonut the =xrm gener2l owurse I
prapose to follow. I dn nesd them, for L heva =n emntisnal involv-ment, = —ersonel
fealing, you 4dn rot. Gery, who hes 2 techniczl frunding in what <rxiety ie snd meens
may bstter undarstond taet part whieh 1le nersonsl, detsched from tie vwork, end 1 tell
you auite cpenly I talnk if taere were no great jecpardy to thr werk I'd fesl much

. the some wsy for thess @ersnnal resscns. At somg polnt we rust discipline curselves,

or perhsrs clesnse ourselves., This 1s & third roint. This endless thievery must stép.
There is ample for ell whon will do %thz necessery work, Rud can tell you tiet when he
and I were st tae Archivas together and one of tie files uad a slip sheet in it with
lifton's nsme, I sakzd him not to let me see the peges involved erd tnen I declined
to examine that file st 8ll. I think this i¢ the only eeourse, 1 try to n~ractise 1it.

1 have more than 2 miltion words that I think sre pretty cleer evidence of it snd

the fect thet on the few occacions I use tust of otisrs, I do credit it snd %hen

only after I have permissicn. I think Gery aes seen files whare + ofrered to credit
others for what 4+ hed discovered end carelessly nmitted from my own work when a third
person cxlled tue oversisht tn ny st-entien. I cleiwm not sainhond but sincere effort,
and T thin% we have come tn the point whers we can survive nathin- else, I'1 best
stop., I bope thie 1z sufficiently lucid =2nd not as much worse thar my usual typing

g it ¢con be Par *he conditisn my narves wers in earlier. Bv *a 99y, 2~ <-13 his LONK
maruseript ie oL 17 reges. £nd tost he nsm "sbused" taem presumashly by deleys,

“nless ¢ have a ressonsble word from him within = reacopabls time, not

until efter both of you have time +a counsel, 1 snall write him =and %e11 hin I
intend writing LO0X in full end werning taem of my intentions t» sue. I have 91ready
t0ld aim +qnt i# he @oes nhead I will... eenwhile, Bud just returned my call . Ba
doubts ne'11 see Jokn tomsrrow ,%old aim it looks impossible (without heving read

wnat I had sent him, wav“‘uivee you Bud's independent opinion| says us also doubts
100K will use it, wihicu LI do not sgree witu, aasys tainkts the flaws in Joan's
suit are fetel end thet it hes elreasdy fellen spert. *aich mey, worhuzs, mnko sense
to you of the grest time I spent trying to nelp him wken 1 saould have basn doing
other work...Isn't 1t swful, spendine tine tais way, fecing this kind of problem?



