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4/23/70

Pes Jobn Nichols

Univ Kensas Medical Center
Dept. Fathology '

Rainbow Blvd at 30th 3%,

Kenses City, Kansas 66103

Dear Johnm,

‘ " After reading your letter of the 20th, the kindest thing I cen sey
is, "Doctorp heal thyself,” ¥What sickness eats away at you I cen only imsgine,
but with my own full erop of troubles and moXe work than I can do I want none
of 1%. Your exalted concept of self will destrey you.

If you cemnot teke my word for a very sinple thing like a telegrem
getting garbled in trensit, wby do you write me 2t all? How cen you take my
word for snything slse, feust my writing, believe my citationms (though the evid-
ence of your duplieating them despite your contmary promise Porauadea, you do

" pelieve my citetions).

Whether or not ths wire was garbled - and who but e man siec} as you
with whatever you are sick could adiribdute sinigter motive to th» Feporting
thereof, and when I went to extra 4roudble end expense, taking some wasted time,
to report it to you promptly - you majiwhet to me and I think to most people
is mmemezing self-disclosure in the mountein you make of it. I find the entire
affddr grossly offemse, needlsssly snd deliberately =o. So, whennyou get the
carbon from the wrong telegraph officep I suggest you wrep it into e ball filled
with pepper and setick it in that part of your enatomy so 1ike what 1t is not,
your mouth, : : -

But you & seem so impetient (and I'y not sbout to waste another minute
of enother pemny on you after this, without sk meaningful ascurances you asem
unwilling to make), So, with this grest hurry, and if the earbon hasn't reached
jou from Nashington, or if 1% has end shows no garbling, sy not phone Westers
Unién in Federie, which the office that first phoned it to we then hended it to
me when I went im for it (no delivery in coumtry). Their phone number is 301/
653—6355. . o ’ o .

If I thoughfyou eapebles, 1'd mggest you be ashamed of yourself, for
this and $he other things for which I will nmot needlessiy take time. And if you
really want to make yourself unhappy, which is one of the lay interpretajions
of your bizarre ways, cell Vestern Tnion in the ef ternoom. You Jyst kay be lucky
enough to get the men who read the wise to me over the phone, apologized for
what he described es garbling in tremsmission, snd spelled the bargling to me.

) Now 1f I were ss paranoid es you (smong other things) sxe, I'd immed-
iately wonder if the letter {8 genuine, since you a4idn't sign it. However, I em
without doudts, believe mel :

On our first meeting I told you tbe conditions under which I would and
d1d meke my work sveilable to you. You sgreed to them verbally and then, less
completely, in writing. I have nothing more to day on this then 1 bave already
made clear enough even for you. You are not to use eny of my material. When I cen
get it printed, you mey then esk me what you might went. Until then you sre to
¥se none of 1t in my way. You should understend that s writers rights are his
in two Aifferent weys: under the common law end by copyright. Material includes

more then booke. I not only do not give my permission fory you to meke copies,



I specifically say no, How much gall can you have, even you? I write yu, in
what 1 now regard as en aberrant monento on just this, and you refuse to res-
pond? The sole rational explenatuon I can put on tbis, 1f =ny rationel explans-
tion applies %o you, is thet you have the intent of fhrther theft or other
dishonesty. Naturally, I will not authorise eny such zaxkx $hing.

I 4o not bave a ecopy of "The Concept of Institution and the
Ontology of History". ‘

- Bor ths record, yout cetters to which you refer in your second
paragx-aph either do not exist or are not responsive.

I note this prhap- mical languags in your letter, ",..1it is
difficult to understend how such a simple instrument (es & telegram) could
become 'garbdled'”. If you conld ever understend thst anything ad everything
no matter how remotely conmscted to you does not thereby bscoma perfection,
thay your desires do not convert into instent fact and that your own inebilithes
do not make the work of others yours, you might be less the creature of =
controlling ego, might commit fewer stu@plties, of which 1 clite only your suit
and dhe enrmous problem and burden — mxd very grea’ hszards 1t becanme .

If you ever become sn honorable and reasonable man, willing to meke
and honor the normal commitments men make %o each other and them live by, my
previocus offers of help will be hinored. Until then, I enjoin you from eny dirsect
or indirsct use of any of my msteriel, enything I let you have in confiderxe on
yourword you'd make no use, no mstter how indirset.

" 8incerely,

Harold Welsberg

bee: Gsry, Paul, Bud, Howérd, Dick.‘
fis 4/20 to Gery for such further redistribution es tie sbove my request.



