Mr. Les Payne 11/21/76

Hewsroom

Neweday

550 Stewart ive 53
Gardea City, N.Y. 11750
Dear Les,

If you are on schedule you should be coming home soom, with much to do aad much
that is important to you om your mind,

But you'll still be the minority affairs reporter, so this is sn update on what we
worked on together. Sure wish you were here to work on it mow! Kinda lomely with only
ove vorked Yim,

41 is mow retyping a strong lstier to tho louso comidttee's counsel, Dick Sprague.
It weans the end of any relationship with that committes. As long as he is counsel at
least. fje is a ratfink, still belibent for conviction a. any cost as he was when a
prosecutor. I'll ask hor to read thim when sho can to be sure it is couprebensible,

What relates to “iu has to be confidentisl as long ss it is unknown other than
vie‘me, “e has obligation;he must meet and some he may mot talk about. Right mow I
think he is preparing papers to file in federal court tomorrow, secking a temporary
restraining order and mwkxix probably a temporary injunction against Sprague and the
comuittee. This is over their second unethical move in two weeks,I think he'll file charges
againgt harX “ame with the New York bar. I want to. Ye asked me mot to.

Now to take it by the clock,

I have had no response from Feuntroy, mo word from Stokes or any other black member
ofVthe ataffer of any. I will now make no offorts. I also remsin heavily overloaded,

If an AP story of the 16th or 17 was saved for you 4n its reporting of the 442 “ing
mrehuodhgthom-nrumto"roqmtu'itm-uhantunythﬂem
late on developnents in my C.A.75-1996, The FBI has agreed to give me B5 volumes of records.
They xmx run 200 or more pages per volume, This is not all by any means, ft is their offer
in an effort to buy the patdent judge off., Thylaidouta-ch-duluefmwlm-uwek
So, maturaliy,since the week of 10/25 1've received these two volumes plus the first two
pages of the third. They are already six volumes in arears in the schedule meither the
Judge nor I accepted as adequate, They are, correctly, playing their odds with the committee,

If I use the honorari:m for the week at Wiscomsin for tiis I can pay for maybe half
of the promised. 1've already givea &t to “im to use as he sees fit. How we'll pay for
the depositions in the other sult of which you know I don t know, We've invoked a provieiom
of FOIA in asking remission of all charges. DJ will ntanand then probebly eay nd just
80 wa'll have that to litigate and waste time om. This is time ve can t spend on what
for them is the mitty-gritty.

Tou are, of course, welcome to all of this, I'm making a dupe as I get the pages,
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The dupe is for work, the originals to me for court amd archive, I'm making notes as
L read, AP uent for the scrimshaw and called it news, But there is little meat 4n the
stuff so far, '

Their gave is stall and stonewall. 't is quite couplimentary but il succesds. They
want to foil me and they've beem doing it because I can.t apeed the couris up. fet. We E
will be coping with this in another way soom, with two very large sults, one for damages i
and the othor roliing all the unmet FOIA actions into ome. It will be monstrous g, :
Faybe then I can got back to writing for a little tise.

I met with Sprague at his invitation 10/20, After receiving sose assurasces from
him I apent the rest of the day with his staff. ile assured me of responsibility, confie
mﬂmtymtmtmﬂmalhtthnhnuuoﬂdremhwmdu.mgothnrth:lna.
"andonthisnmnoemdqshmlnvomormatg.rtaaWIMSpmdnot
bound King records,

Mdmuhrmofhhhmmhnmmap.l. I did what I could to help,

On the 20th there was one guy who did mot come acuross right. By was negative und
antaganistic, lie 1s a white with a red afro and a D past. “ame Hobert Oger. Khat was
particularly obvious was his resentueut whem I warmed him againet the Lane ripoifs o
which you knows “o was so bad that when he left for a meoting his colleague apologized.

'maeum.mmum-mOm-pnlaamuth“_m.mmmaaror.
waiver on lawyer-client privilege of lay amd .:i.l had agreed subject to specified protections
to be put in writing, After two weoks of stalling on this Ozer phoned to Bay he was going
down and would hamd “ay his own waiver to sign. There was an argument im which Uger
admitted much, including that his gylposes were to molve the oriue through Forenan, “hus
the need for a release from Ray,

Jin told me. I raised hard hell with the counsel who is temporarily ucxt to Spragus.
“im sent Sprague n tough tolegram, Sprague thon phoned me to give a half-assed and less
than credible explanation/apology. He woote Jim and he msked us in to another meeting, 4t
was on 11/17. In writiug and verbally he assured us At was all just a little mistake that
would not hap-en again,

{t was happening while we were with him, §t is in today's papers. They've subpoensed §
the records of Ray's former counsel, the public defender, Tids does wolate ﬁu'- rights k
and glves Jin the mead to fight it. Now there was mo neod to go about it tils ways There
is no reason why they could mot have wnat does hot get iuto tuis delicate, protected area
that a lawyer must protect. The first tiwe I told Sprague “iv emd I don;t BERES ard they ¢
move faster without Bulldoging,

Of course this is costly to us when we have no time, If Jim fails in fodergl mewet
district court in Washington I've sug.ested he try “moxville and if that feils a pross :
conferomoe. The subpoenses are returnable 10/29, A week, Not nuch time,
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believe me this is & basic question of fundamental legal rights amd it is a created
issue, one that need mot have beon. 'his could have beem doms the right way, without
danger to Ray's rights or Yim's professional obligations, They have their reasoms, I'm
sure. Some of the FBambars ought not find this acceptable, including at home,

Consigtent with this they have dome cverythisg b.dly, wrong or both, This is not
coneistont uith Spragua's rasutation for courtrecm brillismce aad as s tough prosecutor.

Except for the bulldoming that I m sure he ordered. I think he'd have fired Bger otheruise,

They start holding organdzational meetings on the 15, They have Greden with the
Zum\'gﬁur film and such verbal exceapes Sprague detached himself. They show ting autopsy
pictures, vhich I regard as wrong and a violation of the family's rights unless it gave
pernission. ¥e could not get them for court use, Then Gonzales asis Ozer if they have
renson to believe that records were destroyed., Yup, Uzor says, after the committee was
formed and relating to the King asmassination. Ooops! They go into clowsd session,
after just voting to be open,

This had a familisr stench. %o I asked one of the researchess Wednesday snd got cone
fimation that ~ane fed 4t to them. 1t really is the destruction of the MED red filos
xk to prevent a court order deliveriag them to a VVAW vet whe sued for them and 1t was
before thero was any comrittes, Amply reported in the papers. I needlei Sprague about
this witiout telling Mn I knew how 1t came about, flo defended 1t on ths ground that
those files include surveillance of King and therefore deal with the assassination,

The records It loaned them with the undarataud:"amy do not leave the oifice and
that no other parson sees them? I got them back Wednesday with an spology for the
disappearance of one volwse. [jope, mot in the office, eal diligent search, But don't
worry-they are giving me a xerox of i%.

Jim sadd imrediately we laft that Lene hae it. I can think of no other roason.

Nor cen I for their failure to ask me wmﬂahmt the JFK assassination, Or
for any of wy files. This can mean only a deal with Lano,

“e ant Sprague have become clome buddies. it is mo secret but nok that the potemtial
is visible “ane in trying to make L: less comspipuous, Even the Membsrs are talking bout
it. One told a reporter friend of mine several days ago.

With Lane they've already solved the Xing case, So one of the Members told my
reporter friend this veek, Ye sald they also have proof from the “ansdian border and from
ghicago, Thir thyy arc suppos:d to heve investignted themselves, Pratty good solving a

Menphis crire by remote and at such distances.

Sprague told the Fembers they would solve th: orire bocause a)the killer is still
alive and b) the fatal shot was fired fromx the found rifle, Vithout gny investigstion,
(4side from the resorter I have a: inside BOUrCE, )

I'11 add to thim after another oxplamation, *hy is Sprague doing nl. this when he is
& really expert prosecutor and a brilliant courtroom lawyer, a hep legal cat?
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1t can'ft be for the $39,600 he 1s grtting because he can get more than that from
the clients he used to prosecute, killers and gamglend types.

I dosyt know the amswer. I don t Lhink it is becsuse he was first assistant o
Arlen Specter, who will be utterly ;nhod by & real investigation. But thea Jim says
1 ought get parancide

I do know the FEIl and friends and ascociates love it. What else?

Now we get to “ane's handle smd more of the sordid story of which you learhed part
before you left,

You know Lene went to Los Amgalea to learm what the Freed bramch of his thievery
operation had picked up. He weat to femphis with Abby “amm, To Lolioman, the only ome
of whon I know - from one Lape told - kane was a total unknown he'd mot have meen, but
is there a cop, active or retired, who does mot kaow “pjak? So, telling lodloman that
the Sokakery was doing & TV specisl he let them tape him, ALl he said is that Redditt
was removed because of a threat against him,

You know sbout the other tapes. Then Lane goes to jail to see iay, He assures him
of mo publicity and them seeks all he can get, I have tapes of his boasting. e coms Kay
into signing & waiver so “ane cam go for the private amd withholdable persomal for which
I've been in court for a year, (Hay has simce backed out to J.) Thep they get Surtagh
to say all over agein what he said two years ago and om this, typically, there is ine
provigation: the “"get &ing squad” was im ch.rge of the assassination investigatiom. So
you'll kno., nothing to it.

With the packege, emough on tape, down to Coretta. She is deteilved, easily because
after the Adama testinony she figure the FBI did it. She hotfoots to washington to put
the heat on. ¥4ip 0'Neill was op.osed, slbert was cool. But this pressure did it

This is how the re olution pasased,

If du worse. “ndy “oung did mot level with you. She used nim to make the pitch
to otherg in “ongress, based ou “mne's thievery anu fabrications,

It is the ultinate obscemity.

As 1've told you atteation is to the dangerously sick Lane what air is to humans,
evon amlmals lisce skunks, He bhabbed the Mama and other details to a reporter who said

of Lene's represcntation of his closeness to Sprague that he tried to play it down but his

feet wore off the ground in emstacy. He blabbed om a talk show that he got in to see

;E:qybacamheianlamr.lhndthétup.mthyuyoun;ﬂlltfr&ﬂwhohadthom

on learaing Lane would be on that showeile could get disbarred over this. Amd should be.
How you knou why the 7Bl and CI4 did nothing to opgose this comzdttee's establishe
ments They will be bstter of{ with what they can expasct of it, imd to date have gotten.

Thq may it is going thoy'll be martyrs and the blaek members the villains, With the agonies

of the crimes and their consequences perpetusted. I hope you get assigned to cover those

heerings, I&811 help all I can, of course...id80 has veem silent since oefors you left, Prene

tice-lell says it is concerned, Best rogardg,
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