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What Was Lee Oswald's Mot:ve?

THE ASSASSINATION OF

was its failure to show clearly
why Lee Harvey Oswald
wanted to kill John F, Ken-

was responsible for much of

the suspicious reaction to the

commission’s conelusions.
Newman has written this

Gen. Edwin Walker, a
ataadvocataofthcflrrightin
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litical philosophy, and then
po e\-e(}J President Kennedy,

who represented a very differ-
ent segment of the political -
spectrum. In doing so, he has
produced a brilliant piece of
detective work, one that would

do credit toaPerryMasonnr‘

Sherlock Holmes. *

Like any great detective,
Newman recogulmemtan dlm-
portance of trying to under-
stand exactly how the mind of
the murderer functioned. This
requires careful examination
of all the factors that influ-

accurate a picture of the way
Oswald thought as he possibl

convine. Could. He did this by
ing motive for Oswald’s action .

with t care the
mal assembled by
Warren Commission and by
ad to this analysis of the
ma ] that Oswald was
and to with
wave radio, — :
Developing a very credible
map of Oswald’s mind, New-
man deduces how his' overt
acts were by what
he read in the papers a‘ndby
what he heard on the radio.
Oswald’s consuming inferest
in life was p&hghcs. ﬁ:t:l mon;
specifically politics o
Marxism. While the Warren
Commission that he
was motivated to kill the Pres-

.| ident by his maladjustment to

his environment, his hatred
for American aomety, his de-
sire tohl;e a great man and hiii
commitment to communism,
failed to make a eredible case
for any of these factors as
motives for murder.

Soviet Union in June 1962 until
be was shot down by Jack
Ruby on Nov. 24, 1963,
Newman clearly establishes
the fact that Oswald, after his
sz-munth sojourn in ' Soviet
ussia, became a devot;teu of
t.b.e 'l‘rntskylte brand of com-
munism. He was disillusioned
with communism as he had
seen it in Russia, but Marxism
remained his mllglon. He tried
to join the Trotskyite Socialist
Workers Party, and he sub-
scribed to its publication, The
Militant. He came to share its
(a:rat:ent admiration of Fidel

Newman shows, quite
suasively, that Oswald’s

sion to murder Gen. Walker
was triggered by Walker's
strongly hawkish position on
Cubn and his designation by
unfst press which
as America's

leading “fasdat. :
. Newman d some in-
tﬂ‘eutngevidenoe t Oswald
several accomplices in
ol o

a snapsho|

?:iifnpmade of Walker’s home
in preparation for the murder
‘attempt shows an automobile,

, and for some reason Oswald

made a hole in the picture to
obliterate the license tag. The
inference is that Oswald was
d.rlven to the Walker residence
accomplica, since he
Im d no car and could
not drive. Newman does not
think these presumed accom-
[tgic?s were vam in the at-
on ent Kennedy,
but he strongly criticizes the
Warren n for not
dol.ng more to try to establish
tity eir existence and their iden-
The Warren ’Commission did
not attach the same si
cance to Oswald's atta
Walker as does Newman
Newman shows that many of
Oswald's see inexplica-
ble actions fit into a carefully
‘cuneeived plan to murder
Walker, flee to Cuba and be
accorded a hero's welcome
for havmg done away with this
‘leading “f; i
cunvinced that Oswaldcontln-
ued to plot the murder of
Wa]ker even after his initial

‘ha e ﬂﬂ.ﬂ:&rh fact,

the President, Oswald uet out
with his pisf.ol to shoot Walker,
P s s

! JI uj g
shot b; inxteacr

But why the murder of John
F. Kennedy? Newman shows
that Kennedy too was a great
enemy of Fidel Castro’s.

y after Oswald returned
to the U.S., the Cuban missile
crisis broke out. The outcome
was a defeat for Castro. Ra
Havana was constan
ing abuse on the U States
and its President.

Newman points out that the
Warren Co: Wwas so0
unconcerned about the kind of
ideas Oswald was ing
that they did not even estah-
lish the fact that the radio he
owned was capable of picking

the nightly broadcasts from
Cuba Oswald’s radio dld have
a shortwave band, Newman
discovered, and his ﬁ ts sug-
gested that he listened to Ha-

vana regularly, If he missed
Castro’s bitter diatrlbes
against the U.S. and its lead-
ers on the radio, he could fre-
quently read them in full in
The Militant.

There is a weakness in New-
man’s presentation in that it is
not clear what led Oswald
to abandon his long-range plan
to kill Walker and escape to
Cuba in favor of a plan to kill
both Walker and Kennedy with

_ almost no hope of escape.

I think Newman did not give
adequate attention to the con-
tents of The Militant, Oswald’s
favorite dmgmatter

He blicatioh“e nntec{ ﬂ;fyt
this n was not o
pub]ifl?in Castro's inflamma-
tory denunciations of Kennedy,
but it was also caricaturing




Kennedy as ‘“a determined
partner” of Mississippi Sen.
James FEastland and as one
who was' “clinging” to the
“Dixiecrats,”

. Newman suggests that the
only thing Oswald had against
Kennedy was his Cuba policy,
but The Militant, which
strongly influenced Oswald’s
thinking, played on many keys

to in
dent. strangely, Newman,
for xlallktgs attention to demﬂt,
overloo a very significan|
passage from a Castro speech
printed in a copy of the Mili-
tant that was found among Os-
wald’s ons, Castro
said: “With the rifle and the
work tool, the work tool and
the rifle, with these both we

THE EVENING STAR
Washington, D. C., Thursday, October 29, 1970

Amusements A7

axnug hatred of the Presi-

must bring about our victory.”
Newman points out that Os-
wald once told a friend that in
reading the Communist papers
you could tell what they want-
ed you to do by reading be-
tween the lines, Here was his
idol, Castro, denouncing John
F. Kennedy and in thé same
the use of
e rifle to a victory.
There was surély a messige
there for expert rifleman Lee
Harvey Oswald, At least, that
was the way he took it. '
Even if one does not accept |
all of Newman’s deductions
and theories, his book makes

is a valuable contribution not nedy, but for its demonstra:

only for the light it sheds on ‘tion of the impact that ideas

the slaying of John F. Ken- _have on human conduct, Tﬁ

highly int.ereatigg reading. It




