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Mr. Seymour Hersh

New York Times Washington Bureau
1920 L St., NW

Washington, D.C. 20076

Dear Mr, Hersh,

Hhmtheappohtnmtozhaﬁdmtomthommmmgmm
leahadtoﬂmstm-Hm.Iplmedyuu. Hhenyoudidnotmhunthntoan. for the second
time on this story, I presumed that you suffer the typical journalistic prejudice abput
mmmrtmnmm-mmw thooriets™ and did not eall back,

I am not now and never have bean such g "theorist,"” And I can conceive of other
reasons for your not returning tho eall that you might have believed persuasive,

wummwwmmmhmnmmammmmmh
yoursttmtimhiadiahmnthw.haaodinpartnnwmbliahadworkmdofthat
mpartmthampmmdntoryocrcmlynmm.

For purposes of that correspondence ss I remember it Howard took a more restricted
apmnhthan!would.Renlminmwmthato:peﬂmdmportmtandtotaha
Jaundiced view of the world, publio figures, politiciasns and offiecial investigntors. He
likewise may not be fully aware despite his own exceptiond work how Justified this view
of those of whom they write is to reporters. However, because I believe that Bolin's
record exceeds the corrupt momm, I take the time to tell you what I anticipate Howard
may not have, -

Belin was not the only Comidssion lawyer of NMixonian view. Ho was one, porhaps the
only ons, of these who had avoided controversy about himself of any magnitude. (What he
did with 8¥lvia Meagher and The Texas Observer is, I believe, reprehensible but it attrected
little attention, And his book, published by a Times subsidiary and Plugged hard by the
Tines, resulted in no serious public oriticdem,)

uthoughwmexpenmutlnztthemumuldmtmlmnhut official
perjury and its subornation - repeated cases I established in court went unreported -
Iuhymattmﬁmhtﬂs!mohmmbw&mWrew that
in effeot if not in fact ¥elin suborned the perjury of a witness named Givens, Belin had

had to pretend that nobody had seen him for the crucial period, I believe from 11255 a.m,
until a conjectured three minmutes fter the assassination, They knew this was falpe. The
FBI did not dare suppress the evidense entirely. Instead it corrupted what Mrs, Arnold
told it, reporting falsely that she had seén Oswald at about 12:15 and on the first floor,
However, Mrs, Arnold actually reported seeing @wwald on that first floor at about 12¢25;
There is corroboration, some in my first booke These FBI roports are in the third, Photo-
graphio Whitewash, in facatuile. The importance of 12125 rather than 12:15 4s that there
would otherwise huve heen the problem of getting Oswald back to that alleged sniper's
nest on the 6th floor with enough time to reasssmble the alleged murder weapon and still
be on time for his alleged rendegvous with destiny, When it took an experienced FBI agent
8ix minutes merely to roassemble the rifle and 1t took other time to get up there unseen

ottty
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nothntirely inwimible.

Belin addressed it in his handling, which means getting corrupted evidence from,
other witnesses, One of these was a very young married woman, a high=school kid whose
Jusband had to be destroyed as a witness. They are the Rowlinds. I deal with this in my
second book. My treatment is also an exposition of how the FBI meets such problems, In
any event, what Yelin did includes refusing to permit Mrs. Rowland correct misleading
testimony he had led her into while altering his own questioning., My chaptur "None Bo
Blind," as I recall after so many years, concludes with facsimile reproduction of the i
typesoript of the transcript later printed without Mrs, Rowland's necessary correotion,
But with Belin's ptylistioc change of his own wordse. As I remember it Belin was cunning
enough to use the corrected testimony im the Heport, which is what attracted atiention,
attention the enormdty of 26 volumes buried and at a time when it was not expected that
26 such volumes would be published anyways (Yes, I have the oncesecret executive ses—
aions at which the:e matterd were discussed.) In the Report what Mrs, Rowland was really
saying is invisible.

There is more but I think this is enough for you to decide whether Belin is no t
more than normally dishonest for a public officisl and whether he ie the kind of lswyer
from whom anything that can be called an investigation without blushing can be expected.
If you want to see how he handled a witness whose testimony really means that evidenoe
was planted with care, see what he did - complete with sense of humor vhen a President
is sssaseinated - with Domingo Benawvides, in my first book.

At this point and meversl hours ago I was interrupted by a oall from a reporter
whose poper and syndloate are breaking a story I had in mind when I left the first mese
sage for you. It is, however, only one of the things I then had in mind. Some of your
sources and probably those whoee interest cen be gusssed were less than completely forthe
right with you. I am familiar enough with your work not to believe the alternative, that
you lied. However, with the peseing of time I am not now disposed to give away in what I
could have regarded as the public interest what is a major part of an almost completed
draft of a book not on political asssssinations.

Belin is not all I had in mind on the second call. However, he is all that Howard
mentioned to me several weeks ago. I do have an interest in Howard and how he may be
regarded by those of influence in the press. I feel of him as a father does of a son. He
has a book now overdue and snother accepted with pub date either not set or not comuni-
cated to me, The second was complefed during his undergraduate days. The first was drafted
when he was in high school. However he may have come accross to you if as he indicated he
got in touch with you, in my opinion he is an exceptionally gifted and exceptionally
principled young man, I would be hapuder if wnreasobed prejudice did not wash off on him.

Sincerely,

e e e
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“ HR: I see no possibilities at all in a
polite approach, no reason for an axin
/{ apologetic one, am not about to eater to Harold Weisberg

hig unthinking prejudices, want to_capture hi L
[ P8 1f you haugnl;xy terest in the story, Ei got & good laugh out of the White House \

line that Ford really does not know if the FBI has a file on him, Today's WxPost, When I i
know that Ford saw to it that they do in using them in & cheap, hoked-up "clearance" of
hingelf during the days of his Belin association (see Whitewash II), I also know that FBI
leakts could embarrass the Prosident of the United States.

I am not sending copies of my books becamse the Times has all of themj because whem
it was listing "Books Heceived” it pretended that mine did mot exist, having no commercial L
imprint (I billed them for the J4th ocopy of the first!); because of the unconscionsble way
it treated my work on the King assassination (which among other things has establiched the
need for a trial, provided a defense and lad to a new piinciple of law also not reported i
by the Times although it is presently before the Supreme Court); and bocause I do not be=
lieve you will see a story.

attention with & challenge, and resent the inherent arrogance of his preconceptions,



