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Iire Mred uraham

Tho Hew York Tiues
1420 L Ste, LW
Wauhington, U.C. 20036

Dear i'red,

Lingering trouble with the thunb mekes inadvissble use of that hand for extracting files
frow over=jamied cabinets, sé I'll reply to your 2343 2/17 frou memory. I did understand
you to puy your call was to tell me that you would respond to the guestions 1 wrote, und I
‘ool thase things you did go into to be iliustrative of the cundor you intended. +hose resp.nses
were helpful -ue i hove an adequate record off them. However, as 1 think you realize, you
did ot eduress sone that L think amcong the . ore iuportant. lere 1 cean not ounl Ior ny own
writing, but I teke the liberty of eu_ esti.g for your thiuking and in your interest. In
particuiar those guestions I aszked about your satisfaction, at the time wud in retrospect,
about your own professional performance: did you treat this as all other stories, daid you do
as you woullu have with an orddnary story, tldngs like thate Ky own view 1 hwuve made cloar
to you in our conversations, I believe in advance of Lattimer's secing anything. This is
the iind of thing 1 feel L must address, and 1 would prefer not to address it without couwent
from you. Ynless you wske comment, I'l1 have to be limited to uy own news caperiences of the
past aud my observations of present practises.

Lour second graph is a ropetition of what you told uee L not ouly do uot doubt it, but
it wakes perfectly goud scnse. Thet it no new developsunt in ucwepaporinge In the 308 my
oun editors kept ticklers, and 1 seintained my owne If 1 did not ask il you inquired into
the basis for sclecting Lattimer, as I flink I did, if you did ask und are under no cone—
atrainte, L'd like to lmow tiw wcuswer. Frankly, it wyotifies ne, as docs tne decision to let
gnyonu seu this atufl now, at & time of least intorcst anc: no public uemund at sli. Lven
after thu minor sensatiou you sturted, 1 know of no single sccond—day story -—anywhere, Some
major papurs did mll out ignore ite I Xiow or one that followed your pisce .ith a call to
Rhoads and between the two carries les: than two sticks. o, with no popular or Lenncdy
interest to serve, I elso find wyself wondering if the oviginal idea was ilarshall's. There
is no reason to presuns and 1 do not preswie a pro-existin relationship botween him and
Lattdmer, aud oy own hunch is thet politicslly they ere wide aparte 45 1 tldnk of this I
regard it es wore likcly that someone he felt he coula trust save Barshall the idea, and
if thde is correct, the field is pretiy limited. Furshall is so uuiniovrued and go hungup
I doubt be realliy imows what he is inte, and the lat thing he'll do is tall: to somebody
who docs or can kmow cno holds a view coutrary to the of 'icial linece I doubt lds self-
respuct if, indevd, liu reputation, survives what he has amd has uot donee ln whus for ne
is & considerable cost in time, and somctimes in exasperation, 1 luve tried to inform him,
but he Just reifuses to think, depending, 1 would supjose, on those in hds past in whom he
then had confidence. Mhere ore none so blind as thosc who will not seuve «hyway, tide i an
area in wideh, ir you have non-conridential lolowledge, 1 woulu welcose itl.

If you caniot or will not teke the tine to anner the unanswered guestions in writin,
1 have tidis oug ectiont I lhewve u consultation ¢ith an orthopaedic surpvon within walldng
distance of your of 'ice at Y2130 z.m. The consultation iteelf ghould noi take loigs L caunot
forecuut wlothers new A-raye will be indicated, or thersphy, or weassuring for a brace (1 nuver
knev they cuie for thusbe), wut any one of these things could detedln mes If you ure then
free, 1'1. bring py tope recorder and we ean go over the remnining questious. 1T one at
the ictory for repuirs is back by then, 1'11 brin, both if you would like one for yourselfs
If you would and I heve only the one rachine, 1'11 make a dub Tor you. Yhis iy to satiefy you,
if you have any cuestion, suvout fidelity of quotatiom, direct or indurect. Lhould you like,
I an quite wiliing to further, o you ha we in part k.own pll alonge L' welecone a visit irom
¥ou here, 1t 1o i hour frou your office, lesu frou northwest or suburben wuryland. There may
be nome tidngs you'd lilie to lmow. Depending on what, some would hove to be in coufidence,
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Should you elect tlis, there usy be sumo other side=benefits in it for you, i1 you
have a fadly. L know oily the once roference you nade in 1966, that my WTTowadll caue
b tween couxans your wife in boa, whoen you both wanted to resa it ( acompleuent not
reflected in your subscquent brief comsent on it)s If you have kids, they adght enjoy the
comtryside. 17 it is cold enough, w- hweve a pond on widch the neighborhood kdds ice-skitte.

I take another liberty aud suggest ou ndght want to thinic further of your sentences
"here nay be some triciky business afoot hereg but 1'm not knowingly part of it, so I don't
mind telling anything." If I thought you were consciously part of any puch thin , do you
pup ose L'J have wade some or the offers I have wade to you? sut there is no uoubt in uy
rind that both things are true, thet there is “some tricky business afoot" anc that you are
part of ite L heve more thun once indicated to you that in wy opinion you were useds You
enjoy no monopoly, ant I can show you how this happened from eluwost the first day with the
JFK assassination sud is hopoening cven today with that x of dnge (I 1 forget to come
back to tids, reming me, for I can establish it with ease, anil it way, in timg, interest you.)
If I am less than hap y with some of your reporting, kuowing the Tiues policy and the problems
of reporting so mmay things that oue can't become expert in any, tiis does not lead to the
deduction that your are dishonest or anythdng like that. I alao know the degrec to wiich a
man govering & beat comes to depend upon anu to trust some of his sources. The onu trouble
I have here is indicated above, which led to uy questions sbout the professionslism of your
handling of the story, for here is where I think you hurt yourseli and were responsible lor
the wholeseling of fiction as reality, and 1 know others working in the ficld hold a hersher
view than I, It will take time for you to riach your own independent judgoucnt.

The tricky-business part cleo leads to ap rehensions sbout the normality you plan,
"If Burke dr gs his fect umuch longer there will be u story in that." 1t is only natural
that you carry tidis further, for that is & reporter's obligation. My concern is with some L*
of thu cousequences, and the probability that there are thoue who well kiow that it is
predictable that you will soon be asking questions, as others, surprisingly, h.ve unot. I
consider it not unlikely that there tay ve vowe who went this, some in official pouitions.
1 do not think harshall doese snd, I cun also thiunk of a ready answer he cun give yous"I
have let one expert sec it. He has reported what he sew, and his ruporting got wide attention.
inything else would be no more than the sensetional mnd undignified use the pontract was
desdgned to prevent." Would you regard this unreasoweble without prodding frow me? Or, would
your cditors? Without uy knowledge, I would not, .nd I think larshall has no resson to. Ly
apurehensions lie elsevhere. Yy concern is with the further prostitution of truth, in the
very broadest sense, You might want to consider if thu future records that you were one of
the instrusents used for such purposes, as you have been goveral times, I do not by the
remotest indipection suggest with your knowledge or desire, you will then be content,

As ¥ou know, I can't deal with this wothout dealing with you. As you have no way of :
knowing, I huve to do it twice. Your explanations about the one you do not know more than |
satiafy me and justify an account I think you will not resunte So you can undersiund how i
open my intentions are, 1 will be happy to show you Loth treatwents in rough draft ana if :
you have any obj.ctions of su; estions, will be (lad to consider thems My quest is uot for
goatse 1 seck truth and the naking of ap complete and accurate a record as 1 can on what
1 have come to regard as onc.of the wajor turning points in history as well as a unique
study in the fuictiondn of governuent, ®hu: furz example, snswors to quostions 1 might not
find necescary to use in this epilogue to & coupleted book aay have a fuiure value as part
of an archive. I have hundreds aml hundreds ol hours of tapec iuterviews I think will serve
future inerests tlat I may scver use in any writing or have or will use only in part. Une of
the great satistactions to me has Len the willingness of so many generally regurded by
"eritics" as "the other side" to trust me and in meny cases to provide real help. ‘his
includes public officials, Clay Shaw's friends and lawyers, who rogard sy treatmeni of him
=8 erdnently fair and privetely say directly opoositec whaet they alleged in court (you wsy
recall they vever subpenaed re as a witnes. in that proceeding). even the most extreme of
the very far right, .side from assuring.
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Tius there i an added recvon for desiring angwers to those questions i have anked
you and others that may ocour to you. Lhe form ia immaterial to Le.

Lattimer's answer to questlions 1 asked Jim way interest yous he will scnd wme a
reprint of whatever ho writes.

iou use a phrasing that interests we, elthough it .ay be without meaning. I have
been writing thie while resting from bursts of digging outs We have had the worst stom
in years, with winds, 1'm sure, close to hurricane strungthe The thought occurred with the
shovel, not your letter, in hand. You say that Lattimer “received a letter from Larshall
that the archives didn't consider a final approval." This reminds me of one of uy expur—
iances, where barshall twice told me that it was okey with hdw if it were gikay with the
Archivist which, need I t¢ll you, it was not? If something like this happoned, it vwould
have the net efiect of letter ihoads, not Harshall, make the Ifiual decipion. That is

what happened with ne.

1 slso pave heard from Cyril rec.ntly. He then had had no approvale lio word is no
approvale le asked me if I would consult with him prior to his going in if he were
approved. ‘“y response was that this would depend on conditions. Uliless they change, I do
not approve his seeing this stuff now because of the conditioms ¥he context. Un this I
seen to be a minority of one, Howevor, everything that has happened convineces me that my
understanding end my position are correct.

Garlier I referred to the Ray cave, If you hmve interest in the point I was uaidng,
get the current issue of Esquire and reed what I do not believe you can be in a puaition
to evaluate, Bynum Shaw's plece, "ire ¥ou Sure You Know who killed Fartin Luther ing?"
There are several easily couprehended pointsat which 1t becone apyarent that, ascswilng
Shaw to have been of honest intent, he was used. Whether the dishonesty ds his or thai of
another or others, the consequences can be quite serious and evil. Ray's unsuccessful
efi'ort to escape six dsys ago may be one, That he was not idlled in that efiort is a
fortunate accident.

Best »
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