amies

CHFEE I

T

3/16/72

Hr., Fred Graham
The Now York Times
1920 L St., W
'mm. D.C.

Dear Fred,

John Hitbbkll's sanctimony, not a desire to embarraae you, sponsors this letter and
and the time it will take. His Department is your beat, if the hearings are not.

You will remcmber that whon you phoned me in January I reminded you that when I hed
filed my Civil Action T18-T0 to got the official coplea of the afiidavits used to got
James Harl Ray extradicted from “ondon, I phoned the Mmes, spoke to Tom Wigker, who was
about to leave, and at his suggestion left a message for you. You claimed not to have gotten
it. Howevar, it was not unknown in the Times office, and that might I got a call from a
reporter uninown to mc thanking me for using the law and expressing the regret that the
najor media would not. UPI moved a small piece on this.

Prior to filing that action, wnder them mochanics of the Department, I asked Klmékdienst
for these official and public records, what the law defines as "public information." He lied
repeatedly and vithout any posaibility of doubt. Mr. Hidhhell seems indignant at the suggestion
that Kleindienst would be considerod even capeble of lying, but he has personal knowledge
in this case,

Kleindienst first lied in seying ho did not have these records. He then lied in saying
they were records of the British government rather than ours. He lied still again in saying
that even if he had these records, they would bo ewempt under the law ss investigative records,
a rather exotic interprotation of court rvcords for a man who would be Attorney General. Whem
wo wrote Kbeindienst giving hin to understand that we knew and gould prove he was lying, his
curt reply was that he allored to his expressed position, these lies,

Among the proofs that Kleindienst did lie and did it lmowingly ia a letter from the
State Depariment saying it had jiven these records to Kleindiamst, Of course, we knew that
Justico and State both bad their files coples, but these are the records confiscated from
the British court, I think an unheardof precedent in aAnglo-Saxon jurisprudsnce. And a passing
comnent of which I am reminded by ‘eul Vabentine's story in this morning's Post, when Klein-
dienst ramroatied his preventivo-dotention law through, hia big gun was the judge who hed per-
mitted the conflscation of the officlal copy of these records outside the possession
of the United States Government, of Judge Frenk Milton, of tho Bomw St. Magistrate's Court,

Justice stalled wntil the moment of hearing after I filed, Mitchell pgrsonally then overw
ruled Kleindienst and directed thet the files bs given to me. He thus also records his knowledge
that endienst is a liar and on a basic legal right, something I wish had been s factor in
consd tion of bia appointment, lore than not-exceptional political erockedness, I believe
this is & moasure of what can be expected of hinm as Attomey Genoral, Mitohell's and all the
other letters ave on file in federal district court in Washingten, As you know, I can give
You copdes, but as I know you have a reluctance in getting anything froa me, especially when
1t is pertinont to your work and you call to ask for it.

The story does not end there, for there remains contempt of the oxder of a federal
Judge and what I balieve is perjury,iffnnot subormed by Kleindienst, com itted in his behalf.
Juaotice stalled so long in delivering what I had asked and paid for I had to go to court any=
way. Judge Cprran chewed the Justice attommey, Anderson, out in court. Anderson defended hime
self by saying Kleindienst had not even glven him to get copded what was withheld untdl the
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night before, Curran, noting that copying tekes but mdnutes, gave Yustice a weck to deliver,
When it had not on the eight day I appeared in court and got a swmmary judgement. You have
not reported many awarded against the Department of Justice, which, naturally, made this

not newsworthy. I don't kunow how many Deputy Attommeys General have arranged for any, but
this one candidate for “ttomey General did, snd if nothing else it is a undque self-portrayal
of unparallelled arrogance. And

Meanwhile, Scversl days later and before he had given me gnvitldne, filed an affidavit
with the court swearing that he had, in fact, delivered part of what was withheld to me in
person in court, Aside from the improbabdlity of the judge ordering tho delivery in his
presence of what he elaimed under oath to have delivered or his silence in the face of it,
Paul Valentine happened to be in that court with me at that time and can and will atéest that
not only was I not given this but was refused it and that he, Paul, drove me from th: court
to my lawyer's office on his way back to the Post, Horeover, when it was ultimately mailed
by Anderson's superior, it was with a dated, covering letter I also have, Tims Justice itsclf
provided proof that its lawyer did com:dt perjury (for Kleindienst), Nothing could be more
relemtinthemﬂ.to:totborderthmthin.mIbenmitisparjury.Ihnveaharmd
it to Mitchell ond Kleindiesnt without response, Not even prp fomms denial,

What is no less incredible is that in s mmber of letters from Justice in this case,
not & single one is truthful, I have them all and you can reach your own conclusions on
this should it interest you. -

And what bears on the kind of Attorney Yeneral Kleindiemst can be expected to be is
what happened to those publie, court records confiscated and delivered to him, one of the
records withheld from me and the subject of the Andorson perjuryd it was glasgified! A
Jpublie record, produced by our gobermment in court and then confiscated, was classdfied
and withheld as an investigatory file! ~ .

If this did not deal with me and political assassinations, I venture to suggest that
1tnchhtbommbjmwmnmaﬂSmahndmmw.MIoﬁwthuw-
ungolicited opindon that at every stage this sult and what hapyened in it was legitimate
news. The subject qualified it, as did the fact that this was the first case filed by a
mmmrtmm.ﬂmtthwhlaoffIdalmom

Thwitmandmtommportadhytmﬁuamdbyyou, for 1f you ncver
got th: message I left for you at Wicker's suggestion, we did discuss tlds in January aud
Kleindienst has been in the news ever eince, most recontly with Ittchell's felgned indignae
mmtmmudmdmemnmmﬂddnntu-xihhatld.nsasue-

wwgbammhdmtﬁmofmm“qm
I have filed periuxy waa cqudited. The proof is available for your exasmination. Your own
1/9ommmmumormwmmmmmmttomt.

Hitchellhaan)nmdyoumﬂﬂm?oatuthimapmﬂmw. Both tho Tines and the
Post kmow of this entire sordid affair, They will, in tho end, establish the logltimacy
of Mitchell's statement, if not with the subject he addressed, I wish I could bulieve that
emmernttad:,mmlnmomeptumﬂﬂwmddamnwmm&mofmtu
or, indeed, can be news.

dincerely,

Harold Vcdsberg



