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When Filel Castvo threw the
American gahgsters out of Cuba,
they vowed to return—over his

dc'nl body.
ir Jdetermination lo et rid of
s “\.lrc-l Ly many high-placed
B aml  this common
aase Ied cwmnul‘\' ta an unholy als
» between the LI\ and the mob.
v of CIA agents and
plotting together
agzabist (‘.Mm was pieced together from
srniews with police, federal agents,
3 and underworhi souvee;
* Lansky, the erime syndicate’s
inaneid genios, anen Trafficante,
Statia boss of West Florida aml 1l
n. get oat of Cuba immediately after
exit of (‘l. Fenefactor, dicta-
. The overseers af
g remained on the
asting for the axe te

island, “nervou
all,

“[ was in touch with all the cmmu
owners and pperators in Ilwvana said
Feank Sturgis, who was Castro’s ¢
fnspectar  during  thiv - perisd, “Fidel
ordered me to close all the casinos for
10 days, The ewners ‘:ot lhl' hint, Thl')'
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knew . he was preparing te shut them

dawn perntanently, which he dial,
WThey were verv, very mad, Those SEQQE‘ES (o)
casinos were worth $160 i
i vadicate, Fvery

ol e Unitet ™E 1A
al points (percentages) in the
n cacinos, Fach point was worth
o0 Lo 100, The b

“Lansky and Trafficante were the tep fl
top men in Cuban_gambling.  Lans 3 eh
had direet business d ||m' with Il.nl.i- the coofer climes of  the Dowinican
L. ’h'l”».'mh- casinng, in.  Republiz, Jortu and Madeira.
cliding the Sans > Sturgid was on friendly terms with
several  gambii ach netudii i
Sans Souci partners fiywian Levine, a 1

Jiie Sans Seuei partners incluled Contode
Normun Rot! Miami Beach and
Uie notoriou \Lunnrum hrotheru
Gabrisl and 1
burgh. Rothwman and
trieit to stop the Ca

nt suite, on tle
the  ncean, wis
tista, but he choe

rveil that it “would l\e wor:h
to the svndicate to et rid of
turgris didn’t rice to this brit
ine chianged the subjest,
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1938 by smugsling u-:nml of arms 1 popped_up ogain B few wo
— t " astro was in New Yook
ry in Chio — to anti-( Mro forces in ‘i .rl\vinrl tour of North and
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Avcording to  police and frderal Fidel and his entourage stayed at
sources, Rothman was ligh up in tie atler-1i where Sturgis re;
Culan crime t)nhm o awl .xh\rrnl his tered under hix real name and Cuban
rackets profits’ with Batista's brothet-gnilitary rank, Capt. Frank Fiorini.
in-law, Gen, Roliert Fernamlez Mirane Frank wis in his roou one evening
(“'l‘ \ ) . when he reeeiveld a phone eall from a

Rothman returaed to Fiorida seon  jetesiive captain on duty in the lubby
aftee the Castro coup and, with b gy jait of a heavy security detail. No

to ty Robert Resamii

Cuban  partners, bonght the iltmore
Hotel in Mmm\ bﬂrh. llu seanes s:nl (Conl mml on poge 42) Siurg-s' Tht mo ade an offer. e
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Surraunded by his soldiers, Castro entors

(Continued from page 5)

visitors were allowed on the Castro
floor without spevial permission.

“There's a guy here to sce you,” the
cop reported. “ile says hes your
uncle.”

“Send him up,” Frank replied.

The short, pot-bellied man who are
rived & fevv minutes later lovked more
like a godfather than an uncle. Frank
recognized him as a member of the
Havana gambline mah. Cnming steaizht
to the puint, the huved offered Frank
$100,000 to kill Castro,

“I'm not for hirc,” Frank said, end-
ing the conversation,

When he returned to Havana a few
days Iater, he reported the offer to his
ClA contacts at the American Embas-

ay.

Sturgis had no further contact with
the gmugster who approached him in
New York, but someone in the inteili-
gence hierarchy decided that the CIA
and the syndicate should join forces
against Castro. The go-between picked
for this project reportedly was Norman
Rothnun,

“Rothman was in touch with several
CIA agents,” a former agent tokl The
News, “They had many mee
cerning assassination ploty
tro.”

Rothman, in turn, discussed the mat.
ter with his peers. Among those who
took part in these scerct parleys, reli-
able  sources said, were Santo
Trafficante of Tampa; Sam Mannarine
of Pittsburgh; Salvatore {Sally Bucns)
Grancllo and  Charles (Charlie tha
Biade) Taurine, both of New York, and
John (Don Giovauni) Rosclli of Las
Vegas,

Granelio, & member of tha Vito
Genovese crime fumily, had run casinog

uh hossed & major hookmake
Ing eperation on Manhattan's East Side.
Toutrine, an _nsaociate of New Jdersey
mob chicftains Ruggerio (Richie the
Boot) e w ierardo  (Jerry)
Catena, alse had eperated Havana caxie
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e

Several sugcestions weee made for
astro'y it One was to send for
pare M. dldine, a one-man Murder
who kilicd nwire than 0 people in
various parts of the worll
was hlown nway by a sh
Reooklyn in A S
Mazalling hat hved in Soath A
and Caha, whers he pepfarmed foil
etores for Tralt

i .

Havana in triumph aftor ousting the Batista government.

Deprived of its Havana casinos, U.S. mob
joined ClA in series of plots to kill Castro,
using everything from poison to dynamite

tro coup. He knew Havana weil and was
a perfect choice for the assassination
assigmienal, but he cither deciined or
wasn't offered the contract.

The mob and the CIA finally gave it
to Roselii, reputed Mafin boss of Las
Vegas, federal scurces said.

A dapper, gray-haired man who calla
himself ‘a Hollywood movie producer
and i3 a benevolent patron of Vegus
showgirls, Roselli reportedly was intro-
duced to CIA agents in 1960 by a Howard
Hughes exccutive wha formerly worked
for the FBI. Then, federal sources said,
Reselli axreed to recruit s death squad
to o to Cuba hunting Castro,

Money trom ClA

The CIA was to supply money,
weapons. and transportation,

Roselli flew to Miami in March, 1961,
and held separate conferences with CIA
agents and Trafficante on the Castro
Pproject.

Roselli  wvolunteered to Accompany
CIA-financed missions to Cnba, the
federal sources said. One of these expe.
ditiona reportedly landed un execution
squad that attempted but failed ta hit
Castre. On another acension, the ereiv of
Roselii's Inunch fought a running gun~
fight with a Cuban pateol hoat,

"oluninisf Amlerson  reported
that CIA agents gave Roselli some poi-
son cupsules which he passed along to a
Cuban who was related to Cistro’s chef,
The chef was to put the poison in
tro’s foord. The sources interviewed
the News confirmed ti
attempt was made to pe

An American who wa
anti-Casteo undergrownd in Caba at the
“enoch poison to Wil 10
wan imped fn a grlass of malted
tre's suite in the Havana

Prople

1 he waiter eame in with the
parsoned malt, e was shakime so hard
Geet bendiost deapped the

SRR g, CWinls

with

you? The waiter said, ‘T don't know;
mayhe [ got a fever” Custrn had him
arrested and had the drink anaiyzed.
Chemists found the poisvn right away.”

In early 1961, a more elaborate
assassination attempt was directed by a
well-financed Ameriean who arrived in
Havana soon after the Castro takcover
and lived there until security police ac-
cused him of working for the ClA and
plottine to murder Castro.

Working  with anti-Castro Cuban
military offlcers, the American planted
severnl sticks of dynamite under the
garage floor of a 20-story apartment
building where & number of Castro
aides and Communist-bloe diplomats
lived with their families,

“Castro came to the apartment
house every two weeks to sce ane of his
adjutants,” one of the plotters said. “He
always arrived in the afternoon, on the
same day of the week.

“Ile would drive in with his hody.
guaeds and park his ear in the space
reseeved for him, We timed his visits. Ie
always took at least five minutes for
him to get into the garage, out of the
ae and into the freight clevator that
taok him upstuirs where be wanted to o,

“We hud a line of four men. One
would signal from a nearby roof when
Castra’s car started into the gnrage,
The signal would be ed on. Then a
eouple of puys would hit the plunger of
an eleceronie detonating  device. The
detonator way in a hotet near the apart.
ment house.

“We would have blown him to
duat,

“The night befora it wna to happen,
the guys (the Caban plotters)  had
final meehing tn go o ever the del
Nobudy autsile our rroap knew a
the dypannte, but n fricnd of theivs in
G2 (Ca ..mls inivligenen service) fonnd
t Lhe n

]

mz snd reported it
b For thenr,

WOIC N an apartment miles
from the plaen wheee the dynn.
mes ware The G2 paifml the p g
il everyiody started Funng al mer
Uit plaee
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One of the plotters, a young military
fficer named Jesus Casais, shot it out
with the raiders and killed two of them
before he was stain by a motarcvele
cop, Three other conspirators. aul rebel
oificers who had fourht with Castre in
the Sicrra Maestra, were captured and
taken to G-2 headquarters. They es.
caped a few hours later. with the help
of frivmls in the intellipence serviee,

and found refuge in the Uryuayan |

Lumibassy,

“Castro nmever found out about tne
dynamite” said the source who dine
closed the plot to The News. “It's prob-
ably stiil  there, under the garage
tloor”

Intellizence sources told this report-
er that the CIA sent an exceution squad
\nto Oricnte Provinee in November 1962
to ambush Ca near Santiaro di
Cuba as he drove to a memorial service
for his fallen guecrillas,

Snipers Md along road

Snipers hid among trees and bushes
lining ‘the road to the cemetery where
the service was to he held. n the
marning of the scheduled coremoney, &
motorcnde of five jeeps approached the
graveyard, The first jeep was full of
solliers, In the second joup, a tall,
bearded man sat net to the driver. 1lv

5

was wearing sunglasses and his fatigue

ca 1 was pulted down to his eyes.
Machineguns and ritfles sprayed the
seconid jeep  with bullets, killing the
driver and his passenger, whe turned
out to be Castro’s lookalike bod:gunrd,
axsing

Gapt. Alfrede Gamenal, The .
escaped. So did Fidel, whe had prudeni
ly ken another route to the ceme-
tery.

The CIA plots against Castro hegan
in 1960, during the Etsenhower adminis-
tration  and continued  through  the
Kennedy and  Jobnson  years, i
*resilent Johnson to observe b
that “we're running a damned N
Ene. in the Caribbean.”
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