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AFTER THE LUNCHZON RECESS:

THE

MR.

MR,

THE

MR.

COURT:

.

I trust you gentlemen enjoyedfyouf lunch

today.

Is the State and Defense ready to proceed?

ALCOCK:

-We'are ready. ' | .~
DYMOND

Ready, Your Honor.

COURT;

Call your next witnéss.

OSER:

The State would like to note for the

*

record that in light of Time, Inc.,

on the return of the subpoena, the

subpoena cazlled for 35 nillimeter
-slides. of Frames 200 to 320, ang

after checking the return made by

Time, Inc., the State lecarns that

Frames 234 through 244 awve missing.

This is a check by Mz, Alford and

THE COURT:

MR,

Where is the witness? vou excused him? -~

gy

OSaR:

DIFTRICH & PICHETT, lae. o cormrrsronims .
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THE COURT:

Time has these things copyrighted and 1
wanted to note for the record that

we did not receive those particular

frames,

TIE COURT:

You reguested that you have them? *

MR. OSER: : BN

Yés, four Honor, . ZL_ s

Why didn't you questién thenwitness'while
he was here? |

QOSER:

We did not go down and go through 120
35 slides, we assumed they were all

here. I just want it noted for

oine of the ﬂssis*ant Digtrict Attor-
neys call Mr. Sessions and tell hin
about this and maybe it can be recti-
fied wvhile we are procecding.

not .in his offifica, Youx
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Eonor.
.THE CbURT:
Let's proceed wi;h whaé you do have.
JOHN NICHOLS, M.D.,
having beesn first duly sworn by the Minﬁte clerk,
was examined and testified as follows: _ .
. DIRECT EXAMINATION_ -

BY MR, OSER: |
0 Would you state your name-for tﬁe‘réco:é}

D;ctor, please. |
A My full name is Johnvuérshall Nichois._v
Q Where do you live, Doctor?

THE COUR'T:
How do you spell that?

THE WITHKESS:

Q Vhere do you live, Doctox?
A I live at 6003 Reoed Road in Praxic Village,

Kansas, that is a suburb of Kensugz city.

o] What is your profession, Doctor?
2 I am a physicien. -

At this time the Steate is going to at

~

to gualify Dr. Nichols as an export

DHITRICH & PICKITTT, e, o counr vondivrss o SUqre 1221+ 333 SANT Ot 10s Avt 1o
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in the field of rathology and in the
fielﬁ'of forensic pathology.

.THE COURT: - ‘ -

Proceed.

BY lNMR. OSER:

Q Doctor, from what university did you receivge

(6]
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your undergraduvate degree?.

MR. DYMOND:

At this tine we.object to Qf;iﬁichélé"
testimony on tﬁe-grounq'tﬁa£ ifAis
irrelevant to the issues in this case

THE COﬁRT:

Objection overruled.

MR. DYMHOKD:

=

To which ruling Counsel reserves a bill of
exception, making the guestions pro-

-

. pounded to Dr. Kichols and ans

-

(5]

Q30

given, the Defensce obicctien, the

O

e

reason for the objecticn, the Court
ruling, and the entire record, in- -
cluding all tectimony up to this

oo

peint, parts of the bill,
THE VITHRSS:

Weet Virginia Universitv. -
- .
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And in what year was that?

1943. PR e

Doctor, do you hold a PH degree?

Yes, I dé.

In what, sir?

Well, that is from -the Uﬁiversity of.Northf
Carolina, Chapel Hill.

And do you hold any other_degrééé, Doctox?

Wéll, I hold & degree of Bachél&gkdf Meéicine
and Bachelor of Surgéfy frombﬁhe Universi-

ty of Liverpcol --

]
i
td

COURT: - ’
Would you speak a little louwder, Doctor.
THE WITHESS:
An MD Degreas from the Univérsity of
Liverpool, Bachelor of Medicine -~
I have been i1l in bed vith a terri-

ble cold,

.
3 99T .
. O8=ERn:

Continuz, Doctor.

My madical Gegree is from the University of

Liverpool in England, Bachelor of Medicine
g o

and Bachelor o6f Surgery and Doctor of

Medicina, licentiate of the Royal College

N . - -, S o~ e 3 - - Red y R
of Physicisns ond licenticte of royal
e e e e e e e e e
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College of Surgeons, and these two

licentiates are equivalent to the American

. —_— -

MD Degrée.

Doctor, did you undergo any internship in tﬁe
field of pathology?

Yes, I did, Yale University at New Haven, -¢
Cognecticut.

How long was that internship‘ihfpatholqu?

Well, a year for the interﬁshﬁp.;:" A

pid yéu do any residency in Pathgioéy?

Yes, at the Medical College of virginia‘in
Richmrond.

Have you had anyvteaching asgignmente since
becoming a doctor orxr do you =--

Well, at the present time I am Associate
Professor of Pathology at the University
of Kenseas.

And prior to thut?

Well, prioy to that I was Assisinnt Profaessor

of Pathology ahd'prior to that 1 wae

Instructor in Pathology at the Mediczl

College in Virginia during my last ya&r,

Can you tell us

n
=
(6]
oy
=2
[v]
4
0.
1
3
0
e
s
9]
o
o
k]
[0}

aceredited by the American Board of

Pathology?

.

DIFLRIC)
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" A

A

I

I passed every examination and I am so certi-

fied. )

Are you a consultant, Doctér, withlény hog~
pitals?

Weil, I am a consultant to theuQéterans Hos~
pital in Kansas city} officially, and *
there are pathologists in several other
hospiéals who ask my 9pini§ns from time
tqﬂtime, fes. ;: :j:  ..li

buring your medicel career, Doctor,'have‘you

had occasion to write any articles or

amphlets concerning the area of athologyp
hy IR 4

Well, I think I published approxirately 50
articles in various medical and scientific
journale and I have written‘three chaptexs
in three téxtbooks on pathology.

Have any of these articles appeared in the
Journal of the American liedical Ascocia-
fion?

Yes, that isg true, so;eral.

DLriﬁg yYour carecer in the field of Pzthology,
can you tell us appromimately how nany
autoysiés'you have déne?

I have pergonally done approximately ;,OOO

auntopoias,

o SUTTE 2T 0 350 ST Chisunt SANVINGL
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THE COURT:

How nmany?

THE WITNESS:

Appfo 1na;ely l OOO,

and T have super-

vised the doing of approximately

another 1,000,

and participated,

‘and I have assistgp

I suppose, in 250,

these figures of course are approxi-

mate.
BY MR. OSER:
Q Have you done any wvork, Dcctor, with various

types of surgical specimens removed from

autopsies?

A well,

&

.

the surgical gpecimens that are removed

from living paticents on which the surgaon

wants to know whether he is
& cancer or not, yes, I suppocse

examined 35 or 40 thousand surgical spe

mens,
Q Doctoyr, have you

dealing with
I have

(o]
o
&

ever been gualified as an exn-

pext in the field of Pathology in any

courts of the landg?

A I testify somevwhat regularly in the triazl

couirts of Kansas,

MR, OSFR:

DIFTRICH & PICVETT, lne. . COURT RLIDRIIES o
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BY

THE

I‘IR .

MR,

THE

MR.

LR, ©

I tender the Doctor on his qualifications

as an expert.,

COURT: -

In Pathology and also Forensic Pathology?
OSER:
Ye50i ) - : .

COURT :

Would you like to traverse the witness?

DYMQHD:
We have no guestions on that;'Judge{
countT:

Is the matter submitiedr?
OSER:

Yes, Your Honoxr.

COURT .

It is submitited by the State. I will rule

-that Dr. Nichols by hig esperience

and training and studics is sualifie
) &g an expsri in and con render hia

opinicns in'thg field of rethology

and also in the fiel
Pathology.

SER:

™

o] Doctex, would you define for us what is known
as the figld of protholegy.
DIFTEICH & PICHETY, Inc. « counr REPORTEAS o SURTE 1220 ¢ 333 SUUNT L3l iads Avy



10

11

12,

13
H
15
16
17

1§

20
21
22
23

24

Well, the field of rathology, as I intexpret

it, consists mainly of making microscopic

diagnoses on patients, tissue removed

from human patients in order that the
surgeon may tell the patient he has &
cancer and -treat him appropriately or_;ell'

him he has a benign disease and treat éhat
appro@riately. I supposeftbat pa;holoéy
is really divided into séme;Spbsec%ions
f;é, that would be forensicxpafhoioﬁy,
which deals with the acquiring of evidence
with ﬁhich to determine whether or not a

crime has been comnmitted and if a crimei
has been committed, then to assist in
apprehending, cqnvictihg, the guilty,
and acguitting the innocent, although

there is another branch which I am relativi

his is clinical pathology

ly ignorant, t
end this consists mainly of running tha

blocd bank and chemical tests on the
blood and uvrine and thincgs as that in the
hospital,; and I profess no dogree OF
proficiency in that.

Doctor, am I correct in stating that vou

PEGE . - g - -~ 2 - . JRP
Gea) wilth the area of forxensia paoathology?

H& PICRETY, Inc. o COUnY RESOUWTERS o SUIFE 1221+ 333 STy Chravtis avpas
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A Yes.

(o] Now, Dcctor, have you had occasion to examine

£film?
A’ Yes, I have, . g .
Q Have you also hag occasion, Doctor, to examine

A Yes, I have.

0 Likewise, Doctor, have you hagd occasion to

A Yes, I have,

Is that correct?

-,

what is commonly known as the Zaprudex

various 35MM slides of the Zapruder £ilm?

exanine various 8 x 10 color prints of

the certain frames of the Zaprudexr f£ilm?

MR. OSER:
At this time, the Si:ate requests permis-~
sion to display the Zapruder f£ilm

_to Dr. Nichols.

We object, Your Honor, on the grounds that
the film has been shown spproxinately
six times already. We see no connacH
tion between the showing of this film
anad the Doctor's expertise{ and we

further contend that it is irveleovant

5]

to the issues in this casce. The

HITRICH & PICKETT, Ine, « couzt RIVORITRS v SULTE 1221 o 333 SAINT CLARITE AVENUE
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THE COURT:’

Doctorvhas further testified that

he has seen the Zapruder film,

I will overrule the objection.

MR. DYMOKND:

THE COURT:

To which ruling Counsel reserves a»bijl of

exception, making the testimonyiof
fhis witness, the Quéétions-p;opound~
ed by the State, the ﬁéanse 6§jec--
tion, togethexr with the reasons .
therefor, Stéte Exhibit 3%, and all
of the record and testimonf in thié

case up until now parts of the bill.

I would like to make a statement. Ve are

- 30 secends. N

going to have a ma&s exodus in about

K
L3
15
6]
m
[a
o
—ed
o
[o]
=
[0

in the chambers that he wishes to go

and he is being blecled by spectator:
~
being up around the cdge of the chaiy

there. fThe persons wio wvant to got

DIETRICH & PICRETT,

Tnc. o cour
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to go right up to the front. wWe

are trying to run this case proper-

ly and 1 would reqguest thau they do
‘not talk to one another or comment
in any way about what is going on in

court, ’ *

You are going to put it in slow notion?

MR, OSER:

In =low motion, Your Honox,

I will ask the Doctor to s;ep dov., plonH;

(Whereupon, the Zapruder £ilm
was shown.)

THE COURT
Put the lights on, Sherifr,

Let the people get back to their sea

I
™m
.

-BY MR, OSER:
0 Doctor, are you femiliar with what you have

just vicwed on the screen as havin ng socn

thig Dbojdore?

A Yes, my memoxy is refroshed,
" Doctor, I thinlk you sazid beforae you viecvaed gnve

tain frames, glidocs of cexrtain framas of
the Zapruder film. 7Is that correct?

A Yes, I haveo_ .

DIETRICIE & Piok N FITR COURTRFEQEUINS o SHTF 123 o 333 5u)
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At this time the State requests permis-

sion to display to Dr. Nichols

various 35MM sliéés of the Zapgﬁééi
film.
MR. DYMOND:
These have -not been ‘offered into evid%pce,

to the best of my knowledgé.

THE COURT: -

They have not as of this momenf. They

were marked for.idéntiﬁidation, as
I recall, the prints~were3marked'as
"8~53," the slides were marked "g-54,
and before you can show them to thé
Doctor, they will have tobbe received
into evidence.

- MR. ALCOCK:

How can the 8State lay the proper founda-

5 they

o

tion foir intwvoduction unle

oxr Loy identi-

cr

v

slhiow them to the Doc

on? fWhe purport was to entexn

ot
lete

fica
them in globho and chow then to the
Doctoxr in the presence of the Jur
THE COURT:

As you well know, if you make the offern,

it is gcing to he zhown to tha Junry,

Dt WO & I.\K\}Ti ’;.‘, Ine o COURT PUIOLTRNS o SUTTE 1221 . 232 SANT Ciiorer, oy
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THE

MR,

THE

MR,

it shoﬁid be seen by the witness
before it is shown to the Jury. Now,
-if you wish, “have you examined the
slides yourself, Doctor?

WITNESS::

I think

perhaps I héve;icked up one o# two

of them in my hands and looked‘at-it
égainsﬁ the light,‘aﬁdAI have seen
them thrown on éhevscféén by h@s
Projector,

ALFORD:

All of the

dentified thi

-

slides were

M

0]

morning as having been made from +the
original film.,

counT:

N
¥

I am aware of that, I just want

if the 128 been

Doctoxr

tunity to look @t thesa slides since
they vere in the pozcestion of .

Ta = S - -
OX wnatever

=g
o
=
1481
)
e
“

[
n

he made, He said he only looked at

one or two --

OSER:

Up to the lighit, Your Honor. I thinl i~




. Doctor also said he saw all of the
slides projécted_pn the screen, is
that right, Doctor?

THE WITNESS:

Yes, I saw a rather large number, I did
not count them all. I think I haye
seen them all, I did not méke'q count
of them, though, or ; did not initial
them ox idéntify each slide with a
notationf'

THE CO&RT: «

Lét's make the offer,

MR. EDWARD VWEGHMANN:

just came from New York this

fo)]

The slide

n

afternoon.,

MR. OSER:

Is the nuxbhex "53%7 I think ®"54" is t{he
slideos,
THE COURT:
Yes.

MR, CSIR:
The State wishecs to offerx, | intreduce and
file into evidence that vwhich was:

~ Previously narked for the purposec

> e e S T e M S e . R T Py -
of idantificotion &+54," Lthe 3510

DITRICH & PICKETT, Tne. o coury nras

e STITH 12D
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slides from Tima2, Inc.

MR. DYMOND: ;

We objeét to the'introéuction'of these
items, "53" ang "54", first on the
grounds that they are irrelevant to
the issues, aﬁd secondly that.tha
State, by introducing them, seecks
to accentuate certain isolated por-
-tions.of another exﬁibit in evidence.
THE COﬁéT:

I overxule the objection,

Before I rule on Dr. Hicho;s testifying

to the slides, I think it should be

made evident;, and T am afrald it

will have +o be done out of the

erving to the slides

Fh

Doctor is re
that you hove in YOoui posseosion,
¥ ¥

KR, 083an: .

THE COURT:

. That is whet we diq with kir, Zapruder,

’

P Ohr s Pios ST O [y ] i Die 122 333 AN CLLARLES Avel L8
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Before-the'Jury leaves, Your Honocr, I
woﬁld like to rescrve my bill of ex-~.
ception t§ the last ruliﬁg of the

" Court, making the exhibits --
THE COURT: )
I haven't &ccepted Ehem.iﬁtoievidence’yet,
MR, DYMOND:
Very well.
(ﬁhereupon, the Jury.wés.removed.)

MR. OSER:

I have two of thesce carrousels. I want

to show one first and half of anothex|

" {Whereupon, the slides were shown

to the witnéss.)

=1
=2
w
fte
[ N
9]

g the place that missing, Your

THonox: .

viewed, can you tell the Court vwhether or

not you had secn these slides prior to

Wt

this time?
A Yes, I have scen the slides carlier this mori-
ing. : g

TED COt

PITRICH & PICRYTY, Tue, o coven noiomgs
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W




10
11
‘12
13
14
15
16
17

18

20
2[>
22
23
24

25

Can you identify these slides as being

the slides you used for whatever

- tests you made, whatever examination
:you nade?
THE WITNESS:

Well, I can't identify the particular ,

slides, the images are all'the same.
¢ .

MR. OSER:

I can show the Doctor.the B;XHiO'sﬁthle
the Jury is not he#e. B
THE COURT:
You nmight as well cover that point too.
BY MR. OSER:
0 I show you what the State marked fox purposces
of identification "S-Sé,” -
"MR. OSER:

Is that right, Your Honox?

THX COURT:

1

o This consists of 21 8 = 10 coloxr photographs
or prints, and I ask you to cuaminc the
photographs and inform the.Court vhether

Oor not ycu have seen these pixbographs

before,

DIFTRICI & PICKITE, Tne. o comm LECONTERS e SUEE 1220 e 333 SAINT CHARLEN AVINDy




10

11

12

13

.14

15
16
17

18

20
21

22

23

24

A Yes, I have seen these photographs earlier

this morning and I examined them,

MR, OSER:
All right,
THE COURT:
Bring the Jury in, - ¢
(Whereupon, the Jury was brought in.,)
THE COURT:
Ypﬁ may proceed, lr. Oser.

MR, OSER:

200 to 320, missing is 235 through
244,
MR, DYMOHND:
To which we object for the reasons pre-
-viously stated, and also mzking a

part of oux bill the parts whiceh

B

I overrule the objecection ond permit the

I

exhibit to be recsived into cvidence,

MR, DYIIOND:

Youx Honor, I would mecrely like at +hisg’

cine o reguest thot the Couri: ine-




10

11

12

13

.14

15
16

17

18

19
20
21
22
-23

24

qﬁire of this witness as to his see-~
ing these siides‘dnd film early this
morning, when weiwere waiting here
right before lunch for Mr. orth to
get off the airplane with these
-things. We are somevhat at a logss.
MR, ALCéCK{
What significance does that have, vour
. Honoxr? )
THE COURT:

The main thing, fhethér he saw them one
second before he got on the stand or
four hours, he has testificd that he
recognized them, that is the con-

trolling factor.

MR, DYMOND:

1

neps I used that wrong, perhzaps I should

Per

have said I eaw them ecaorlier today.

You reserve your bill on "54," How, what
about -~ did you make an offer on

"E3" as yot?

DITTRICH & PICKFTT, Tne. o QuumT verd J00s o SUFt 1231« 333 €ornip crenvpoe oo oo
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MR. OSER:
The State wishes to offer, introduce,

and file'into evidence ﬁhat which
has been Previously markea for
purposes of identification "§~53,"
8 x.lO color p#ints of certaiﬁ *
frames of the Zapruder film. The
said prints total 21.
" MR, Dmozm : |

We have the sgams objéétion to that offer-
ing, making thé exhibit, tﬂe chbjectio:
the offering, the tegtinony of this
witness, the reasons for the objec-
tion, the ruling of the Céurt, to-
gether with all testimﬁny and the en-
tire record up to this time afts of
“the bill,

THE COURT:

rermmit

I ovcrrule the ehjection., I will
the prints to be received into evi-~
dence,

MR, OSZR:

[

At this time I would like to Aisplay th:
slides to the Doctow,

THE COURY:

DITTRICH

r~

-
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We will have to set it up again, I agree

MR. OSER:

Yes,

with you, you will have to do it all

ovér agaip. Ve aée goihg to have
this commotion again., Is it your
Purpose to play the slides now for
the bDoctor's benefit in front of ¢the

Jury, is that correct?

THE COURY:

I will grant you permission to do so.

Ve object to the seventh sthowing of thig

I Jjust don't want to have all of this|

conmotion every tima. Sheriff
Brocato, if the bPeople wish to move
over there, tell them to do it now

with as least noise as possible,

MR, DYMOND:

boxrtion of the zapruder Film now on
the slides on the grounds that it'g
rejudicial becauvse of the nunkay of

times shown, because of the =

Cenvun-

o

tion of particulasr portions of jt,

s

and further that it is irrelevant to

o SUITLOI221 e 333 SAINT CHLAMLES AvrNts
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THE COURT:

I would like.to state == let's have a

little order, please, otherwise we
are going to work i;“ééﬁ%hat nobody
leaves their seats. I aﬁ overruling
the objection for two reasons. T
refreshes the memory of the witnessg
and the witness has Baen qualified
as an expert and he_neédsrthiélevi~
dence to advise the Jury hoﬁ he camez
to an opinioﬁ, so for thaé_further
Yeason, I am Permitting thé re-
showing of the slides,
MR. DYMOND:
To which ruling Counsel reSérves the bill,

- makinj the entire testimony of this

Witness, +the Zapxuder film, viich isg

"8~37," the prints from the film,

which ie Byhibit MHo, -- what ig that,

"51" ox "52vp

"53" and "54" are the prints and the slido:r

MR, DVIOWD:

"53," and the slides which would be “g-52,©

PIETRICH & PICKETT, Luc. o court wrronims o SUTE IR e 333 SARTT QNI Ay
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the éniire testimony and record up
_until thisrpqint‘gqrts oﬁpt?gﬂb}il:
MR, OSER: |
I ask the Doctor can he sce the screen
from where he is.
THE WITyﬁés: ‘ k | ¢
Well, . I wquld prefex to have a better
bosition, hbut I doﬁ'f'want tq qb-
struct the Jury. :ff’ - f;;
THE COURT:
It would be better if you stepécd.down.
Afe you ready} Kr., Oser? |
MR. OSER:
Yes, Your Honor,
THE COURT:
cut out thé lights;

(Vhereupon, the sglides wore shown,)
This is what is miscing, You: Honor.

You may prccced,
MR. OSER:
At this time, the Séate réqucsts perx-
nission to‘disPlayAthe € x 10 photo-~

graphs to the Juxry.

DI

" »
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THE COURT:

ave already been

Any objection? They h

. received in evidence, you can show
them to the Jury. Give 'half of them
from this end so ﬁhey cdn”look at it
“here. - R : ; g |

MR. OSER:

It bréaks up the order 6§-thcm.
THE COURT: . -
Oh, I sce, it breaks upvthezéequencé,
Well, I tell you, it is 2i ph§tow
graphs, 14 men, for then té look aﬁ

these photographs, that is going to

take some time. 1Is there any objco- .

tion to -~ is there any objection on
the pért o the Defense or the State
-to take a recsss and let the Jurors
take the pictures up to the room UL~
staiys?
Any objection?
MR.,ALCOCK:
Not by the cState.
MR. DYLMOND:

Subject to ny original objection on

relevancy.

g
i

DINTRIC T, Ines o couna e

pa—
v
v
—
~
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THE COURT:

We are going to take a recess and Jurors,

let the Sheriff know when you are
’finished looking at the pictures and

come down, I will try to get coffece
‘to you as quick as possible. Y

(Whereupon, a recess was taken.)

AFTER THE RECESS:

THE COURT:
Shériff, bring the Jury down, éleasgg
You may procecd, Mr; Oser., |
BY MR. OSER:

Q Doctor, I show you what the State has marked

as -"State Exhibit -- what is the next two

nuwbers, Your Honowx?
- . THE. COURT:;
Yoﬁ marked ths photographs in globeo, a2ll
of the prints as "S~53." Nour, if veu
axrxe going to -- ’

MR, OSTR:

I can use the alphabet,

BY MR.

3

PRI v Je Lty Y £a . - Ao ® “TGe
locumeant which the State moriks

PICTRICH & PICHYNT, Ines o comy 170 m0es o stapw 1231 W
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0

"$-53-a" and "B, " and I ask you if you

recognize those two particular photo-

graphs.

Yes, I recognize these pliographs.

I now show you what the State marké as
"§~53-C, " and I ask ‘you if you recognigze
th;t'photograph.

Yes, I-recégnize this third phétqgraphi

Doctor,'using thoge three éhqtogﬁﬁpﬁs,Aéén you
tell the Court whethesr or ngt-&ou héye
examincd.those phdtO'raphs asg Eo anyone's
body movemant or possible :eaction on
these pa;ticular photographs?

Yes, I have examined the body movements of the
late Pregsident and the body movements of
Governor Connally in thesaz three photo-

graphs,

b

Doctox, as an expert in the field of rathology
and Forensic Potholegy, con you giva youx

ions as you

[

opinion as to the body react

see thewn and the bodvy movenents of

<

President Kennedy as depicted on thosa

MR, DYHMOND:

To which guestion we object. MThie is con-

o SUHWIIT2TE e 33T SALNT CiitRTES AVINID
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pletely out of the scope of this

Doctor's expertise, to look at a

— - e —

photograph and'interprét;éh; reactioQL
‘of a body, that is not pathological
work.

THE COURT: : K .

I understand not only did the witness

10

11

12

i3

14

15

16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

THL

MR. DYMOND:

THE COURT':

MR, DYMOND:

TG

— b )

Yes, it is.

That is not within the field of ~--

I overrule the cbjection.

To which ruling cCounsel reserves a bill of

examine the photographs, but he saw
the moviesg, the Zaprud@tgfilm;l'ls

that correcct?

exccpition nuking the entire line of
guestioning, the qualificotions cof
Dr, John Nichols a&s an expert, the

o

purpese fox which he was offfcred

an expert, the exhibits "State 53-2,

"B" and "¢," the Defecnse objection,
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(3%
"

Court'sbruling, and the entire record
. Oof tbe testimony up unt%% qu_gé{ig
of the bi;l. |
THE COURT:
Would you like to have the court Reporterxr
read the guestion? _ -f
THE WITNESS:
No, I-know the question.
A In Exhibit "s-53-3," 1 noticefthéffcoveﬁﬁor
Connally is gitting rathex sQuarely,in his
seat looking forwara and to th;_right.- I
notice that President Kennedy --
MR, DYMOND:
We object to this witness looking at the
photographs and telling us what the

hotographs schow. The photocranhs
o - 4

5]
3

o

o

by
h

foxr themselves.

18

He has been qualificd 2s an expert to give
his opinion; I overrule the objecc-
tion.

MR, DYIMOND:
He is not a photograﬁhic export, that is

what he is trying to tell us heve.’

DHITRITH & PICUETY, Ine. « corm REFORTIES o SUITH 23]
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21

You can reserve your bill, .

MR.-DYMOND: e

We reserve a bill,.making tﬂé:parts
thereof the same as the bill which

I previously reserved og Dr. Nichols'
testimony. ' ' *

THE WITWESS:

C;ntihuing on, "Exhibiﬁ S;S3~A,"‘; notice
that the Pfesidontial:QEhiclelin
which President“KennedyAis riding,

President Kennedy is energing from

behind what appears to be a road

-

with his hand, and "Exhibit 53¢ --
“S~53-B," the automobile has proceed-

ed farther and has come further fron

pesture, the President is still renchl

ing fox his thro=

] % RN

v
o
-t
.
.
—
"
—~
-
=
©
Lo
“
.
o]
i
o
o

hand, and Frome -- and "Byhibit 53, "

"§-53-C, " the automobile has Procead-

from behind the sign now, Coverno:r

L

DI

sign, he is rcaching towvard his throai:

[ 93

I
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-

his scat looking forward and clutch-

ing what appears to be a hat in his

- right hand, Presiaéntmkenﬁéay‘iéu
. reaching towards his throat with both

hands, and is leaning forwerd,

BY MR. OSER: ' _ .

o

‘*
Doctor, having examined these photographs as

well &s having viewed the- Zaprudex film

and the slides, do you have any expeiri

opinion as to the reaction of President

Kennedy as displayed in thosa three
exhibits?

e
0
:: .

President Kennedy is showing a ﬁypical react
of pain in his throat.

MR, DYMOND:
We object on the grounds that the answer

is not responsive to the question.

.,
ja)]

i€

ot

Ee was as if he had an opinion as
to his remction, not as to tho cauco

Of .uhe reaction e

- £eva
OSER:

]
‘e

]

]

He said it wag pain,
. THE COURT:

I think being gualified as he has been,

GLOHE & PIGEETE, liies o Couny kmoatos o s 1931 » 333 SAINY CHARLES AV
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s Ycz, the car in these rhetogranhs

to the causation of it, I overrule
that. -
o ;&;;—_;’Y—MOND: - |
He was asked what the £éacti0n Wwas.
THE COURY: .
Rephrase your guestion. ¢
BY MR. OSER: ' .
Q Doctor, from having examined'these three particu

la; exhibits, as well asithé Zapruder film

and the 35Ml4 slides, do you have any

opinion as to the céuse of the reaction of

President Kennedy as exemplificed in tho§e

three exhibits?

A ﬁresident Kennedy 1is probab;y reacting to pain
in his neck,

0 .Doctor, in those three exhibits that YyOou now

hold, do you have any opinion as to t{he

]

reuction of Governor Connally in regunrds
to pain?

A Governoxr Connally does noé appear to be resctine
to pain,

0 I now ghow you, Doctow, what the gtute has
marked &s "§-53-p," hE," YR, and»“G "
and I ask you to ‘review those photographs,

@t you hovae

PICTRICH & PICRKET L, Tne. o Count RUORTISS o SUHCE 1201« 333 SAINT CHanLes AVELLL
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15

16

17

18

19

20

2]
22
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24

just cited has moved forward, a second car

is comiag into view, and "Exhibit 353—D,”7‘
THE COURT:

"§-53,"
THE VITNESS:

I am sorry,  "$-53-D" and "E," T deteci¢
. that President Rennedy is still re-
acting to the pain ang Governori
Coﬁnally appears also to be rgacting
to pain ang probably in "Exhibit S5=53~z
he is expelling a gush of air out of

his mouth and his cheeke are puffed

upvward, this is -~ thig puifing o

th

the
cheeks is more pronounced in '5~53-F, "
and the Governor appears to be turn-
ing to the sgide, to the right, and he
is turning very bronouncaed to the
right in the last exhibit, "g-53-Gg."

0 Doctox, can you tell.bﬁe gentlenan of the Jury
rand the Couvrt your expert opinion as to
what would be the éause o Governorx
Connally's reactions as you sze¢ in thogse

exhibi{s? : -

DILTRICH & PIONITTY, Toe,

TENS e SUUPE 12X W 333 eriuv CHLARLES AV oy
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a gunshot ~-
MR. DYMOND: S

I object to this, vour Honor, that is
"completely outside of the realm of
this witness's expertise, for this
witness to sit here énd tell you ts
_to what probably caused the pain, in
my opinion, it is so faxr out of

t is just -~

[N

bounds that
THE COURT:
Continue with youf érgument.

MR. DYMOND:

‘ This witness purports to look at thase
photographs and tgll us what caused
the pain that he supposedly détects
in these photographs.

THE COURT:

I agree with youx objecection, he can tell

- cannot szy unless he witnezssad it
what cauzed the pain,

MR. OSER:

My c¢uestion is nol as to pain, it was as

[t
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THE COURT:
He can give his opinion as to the reactiorn

but not the cause of it.

e éon;t
know what could have caused it,
MR. DYMOKD: | |
That is exactly the ‘thrust of my objeqtion
MR. ALCOCK: |
~ He being a forensic pathologist, woul&n'tr
it be~consisten; witﬁ his experience
in the fiela of forensic pathology,

this would be consistent with pain

o

produéed by gunshot? What is so
_unusﬁal about an"expert giving an
opinion-élong those lineé? No expert
Oor very few actually Qiew what hap-~
pened, they only see the effects of
.what ha;ypened° Any expert con give
You his espert opinion zg to wh=at
that causze was, this cause bzing a

gunshot wouns.

THED COounvT:

0

The qguestion could be rephrased as to what
could have czused that, not what gia
cause it, Vvhen the Coroner takes the

" - : . -

NG LN Rost munCoyr oz o

"™
i

.. .
vithess st
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expert.docﬁors are gualified, they
can tell you wha? could have caussad
the 'wound, but not what did cause it,
so if the question is rephrased, what

could have caused it, I will permit

it, otherwise I will not. .

MR. DYMOND:

If the Court please, unless this witness
is qualified to. testify that he' has
some special ﬁriining which enablés
him to detect the differcnces and
the different causes of pain which‘I

think i

[ ]

impossible, he would not be

qualified to answer that.

THE COURT:

Rephrase your guestion and I will make a
ruling on it, Mr. Dynmond, and you can
be hesrd. Will you rephrase your

guestion,

BY MR, OSHR:

0 Using the four photographs you now held in yourx

BINERICH s p

r
i

posseseion, as well as having viewed thoe
Zapruder film and the 35MM slides, could
you give your expert opinion as to whot

could hove caused the reociicon in

CRETT, Ino. o covnvnnronimms o foomn 1001 . 333 somgy
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Governor Connally as- displayed in those
fouf photqgrgphs you now hold in yopr
hangd?

MR. DYMOND :

Objection, if the court pPlease. fThis
Court should not be interested int
what could have caused the éain, any-
-thing in the worldvthat would be pain]
ful could have causéd pain, ;nd that
is just pure speculation.

THE COURT:

I overrule youx objection, he ecan testiiy

to tﬁat.
MR . DYMOND:

To which ruling Counsel reseives a bill of

j=te

exception, making the State's ques~

<tion, the Defense objection, the rea-
sons for it, the entire tcstimony ofF
the witness, the exhibhids "sState 53,"

and all of the tect nony up until

this time parts of the bill,

B

THE WIYHLSS:
I can very deofinitely and very conclusivel:
. say thal Governor Connally is reszotine

- - T | ’
to a stined

DIETRICH & PICKETL, Ine, .
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is pain.

BY MR, OSER:

Q@  Doctor, this stimuii that ;du ;§eék of, that
you just testified ebout, could this
stinuli have been the gunshot wound?

MR. DYMHOND: - i . e ¢
X ébject to that, if the Court ﬁlease;

THE COURT: |
When one of you speak, Wéit until he

: finishes so I can understand.
MR, DYHOND: |

I object to that on the grounds it is

¥
’

completely'outsi&e-the scope of this -

witness's qualifications and the quee;

tion calls for a pure assumption.
THE COURT:

I overrxule the objection.

MR, DYMOND:
The same bill with the soane perts ag the
bill previodély resaxrvaed,
THE WITHESS:
It would be the impact of fhe bullet
striking the Governor.
BY MR, OSBR:
Q I show you what the State marks for idonitifica-
DIETRICH & PICYET L, I COULT RDFONTERS o SUITE 1221+ 333 SANT cux.x:u,\,‘.\‘z':z's’m
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ticn, "S-53-H" through fs~53-m," and I
ask yoﬁ to take a look at those photo-
graphs, if you wqﬁld, ﬁleése.;

the automobile with the Gove:gor and the

President has proczeded further on its

o

course, and in "S;537H,“ Governor Conﬁglly
appears to be in more extreme péin, the
President is still clutching his throat,
he is leaning forward and to the left,

and he is being attended to by his wife.
Now, in "§-53-~I," the photograph is of

a much pooxr quality than the previous

one, i£ is blurred, it appéars th;t the)
Pxesident's head, the first half ofvhis.
head is exploding, and the next picture,

"8-53~J," it shows essentially the same

thing, the bloodinecss and the rad

character of the explosion about his hezd
is much less in size, and in FEm-53-3, "
it appezre thut the rPresident's head and

.

his shoulders have movedbackvards. Th

=
[ 51

still seems to be apparent in "§-53-1,, "

and Governox Connally is still in his

apparent condition of pain, leaning on hicg

o SUNTE 1220 0 335 SAINT CHAKLES AVEN:
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to hold hér husbargd in an erect posture,
and "S8-53-1," it appears that the Presi-
dent has moved still further backwards,
his ‘shoulders and his head, and the hzalo
of explosion about his head is no longex
apparent, but there'éppears to be a ¢
rathexy horrible flésh wound, this is the
sum and substance of whétrl-reviewed.
Doctori from having viewed the photog;aphé fbu
now hold as wgll as the Zapruder film and
the 35MM slides, could you state as an
.egpert,_Doctor, as to what the cause of
the red halo or.the réd effeqt around
President Keﬁnedy's head was caused by as.
well as his backward movement as you have’
described?
MR. DYMOND: . .
Ve again object on the grounds that this

is outgide the Field of +this Doctor's

THE COURT:

N

N

D)

[ye]
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Previous two bills,
THE WITNESS:
I thipk this depicts the effect of the
gunshot wound, a bullet'sériking the
President in the head,

BY MR. OSER: - ' ' ¢

Q From having viewed this data, Doctor, can you
give us an expert opinion‘as.to the di-
rection from which the Efesident's head
was struck?

MR, DYMOND:

We strenuously object to such a questiog
as tﬁis. fhis Déctor is not qualij
fied to answver sugh 2 guestion,

THE COURT:
I ovexxiule your objection, Mr. Dymond,
MR +« DYHOND:

To which ruling Counsel resexves a bill of

exccption, the sawe parts as the billd

pPrevicusly rescrved.

THZ WIivile

Having viewed the Zapruder £ilm, the

Shh A,
individual 35uM frames and the partict
lar exhibits hare, I would say that
this is compatible vith =a gunchot

W

£
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“having been delivered from -the fron

BY MR, OSER:

Q

p&

A

In "53-B," Governor Connally is not reacting

Now, Doctor, in speaking of -the exhibits that
you ddentified before, -and I am speaking
now of "State Exhibit 53-B" ﬁnd "State
Exhibit 537G,r in using "State Exhibify
53;B," can you tell us again whgther ;r
not President Kennedy is responding or
reécting to any stimuli? |

Iin my spinion,_he is reacting to a stimuli in
his neck and that'stimuli is probably
pain,

Now, in "53~B," the one you now hold, can you

tell us whefher or not Governo; Connally

is reacting to any stinmuli in "53~B"?

0
I
=,

2
t—
tade
°

Fow, referrcing to "53«G," can vou €=11 us wheih .
’ o -

President Kennedy is reacting nore intensgely

Can you tell us whether or not Governor Conna
is reacting to a stimuli? -

~

Governor Cornally in my opinion is react
-Y - -+

Lo
[

o~
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a stinuli,
Q If; boctor, using "53-B," if President'Kennedy
W was reacting”tﬁ %7stimﬁli»;;—gggémggggicu—
lar-time, and the sane st;muli would have
cauvsed Governor Connally to react, how
fést, in your opinion, bDoctor, would
Gobéf@or Connally have reacted‘ﬁb £he-same
stimuli applied to President Kennedy?
- MR. DYMOND: |
f;object,>Your Honﬁr, on the gréunds that
the hypéthet is going outside the
scope of the evidence,
THE éOURT:
In which way?
MR. DYMOND:

If the Stenographesr will read the ruest]
grar G

on

_back, 1 will point out in which VRY .

Ll

)
&)

Ivassgme the Court hecwx
TEZ COURT:
I overxule the objection,.
MR, DYHNOID:
To which ruling Cdunsel roserves = bilL of
exception, making the question, tha

xeason for the objection, the Court's

ruwling, tho entire “Lostimony a=d

DITERICH & PICHETL, Tuce + Cotmr maiomaras o st 1021 o 333 SUIT CERUES e
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record up until this point, parts . of
the bill.
2 JUROR:
Could the Jury~have‘fivé minutes?
THE COURT: '
Take the Jury upstairs.
(Wﬁereupon, a recess was taken.)
THE RECESS: |

THE COURT:

=

Cén I have a little orderx n the Co?rt,
please.
Gentlemen, we are going to recess until A
Wednesday morning, and Dr. Nichols-
will be asked to return at 9:00 a.m.
- Wednesday morning.

I want to make mention to the Jurors that

. I was lucky enough, 1 have a place

Y

for you all to sce the Rex Perade

and the Krowe of Qrlcuns, and o

.

that is finishecad, you will b2 broucht

il

<

back. I nade acrrangemenis for veu

¢

all to be able to sece the whole Rex
Parade and the Krewe of Orleans, so

that may break up the monotony that

I - - P e N T e -
T kncw you oxe sufifering.

DT

BaY

(A
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Where is the Sheriff in charge of the
Jury?

I havé_soﬁe notés I wan£ to give to the

: Shexiff,

It is about 22 minutes to 5:06, and they
are naot here available to take the
Jury, you say? ‘

Let everybody have a seat for a noment,
Sheriff.

Now, in connection with iomorrow, let me
mention one ér two things., Ve are

going to have about seven or eight

I

Sheriffs with yvou and please do not
Y 7 P

let anyone try to make a>mockery‘or
& joke because we are trying to
accommodatelyou, I don't waht any
.persons talking to you in any way.
If they want to throw douvbloons or

things at you, you can catch tham,

but I don't want to have a spectacle
Ph

r

made because we are letting yvou sce

th

(0]

away from the street. vYou are going

to be on a balcony at a home, the lo-

Can

h

: . . o | P T
ion ¢ the heme I don't wvant +o

parade, but you will ke fer enocusl

iy
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let out

morrow,

food at

2:30 or

back to

THE COURT:

All right,.

.discusc

or with

Ko

finally

verdict

Let everybody have a seat.

ef the Jury and you, Mrz.

now because it will bs found

out soon enough when it happens to-

but I think it will be nice,

The Sheriff will get sandwiches and

chairs and whatnot so you will have

the place. . e

You should be there from about 9:30 until

3:00, and you will be brought

the motel,

(Discussion off +the record,)

I have grrangéd foxr a doctox to come check
this.eveniﬁg aroﬁnd 6:00 o'clock.

I sﬁggest that yoﬁ'take the

Jury, and again I must admonish you,

as I have done so many times, do not

the czse amongst yourselves
anyone else until it ie-

submitted to you for your

Take charge

Shaw, you

are released under your same bond,

DIETRICH & PICGEITU, Ine, © coutus nuponTins o SU9T1 1220 . 333 SAINT CHART S5 2y
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THE COURT:
I trust yéu Gentlemen had a nice Carnival.
Is the State and the Defense ready to
. proceed? | R
MR, OSER:
We are, Your Honor. -
MR. DYMOND: |
Yes, Youx Honér.
. MR. OSER:
I”think we left off with a guestion being
propounded to the Doctor.
JOHN NICHOLS, M.Dh.,
having been sworn and having testified previously:
resuméd the stand for a continuation of the
DI.REC'I’ EXAI'IINATI OoN . |
BY MR. OSER:
0 I will ask the Reporter to read the question

where vie left off the othexr day.

o)}

(Whereupon, the guaztion was rea
by the Reporter:,)
THE WITIESS:

May I scc the tvwo erhibits again, please?
Y g

I would like to correcct the word

stimuli,

o))

that is plural. I should have use

the word "stinulus,

DHETRICH & PRCUTTT, Jue, o COURT REFORIERS o SUUTT 129] 533 SAUNT CHARLES Avi s
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THE COURT:

I think Mr. Oser was using it plural.

Originally you used the word
"stimulus,.,"

THE WITNESS:

In answer to that question, I woulad s3Y

Governor Connally would have‘re—
‘acted almost exactlyﬂ7/5,67q of one
second later than Pré;@dént géﬁnedQ;

BY M. OSEé;

Q I show you what has been marked asi“S—53—I{"
and I ask you if you would desciibe wvhat
is depicted in that photograph, please.)

MR. DYHOND :
The photograph speaks for.itself.

. " THE COURA:
Would you rephrase your question.

BY MR. OSER:

0 Doctor, would you state for the Court as on

expert, what is your opinion az to the

[0]

S

.
- - e de
Presidant

h

body movemenits and reactions o

Kennedy as dspicted in that photograph,
.\ I cannot tell = t

ny body movements from this
single photograph, I would have to compare

P -

y e - - e~ S mr N EN pavrian iy a e O Pk R LI
it to tho puacading photltogranhs and subse-

PIFTRICH & PICKET T, Ine. « couny VAPOIVTEAS e SCITE 1226 v 333 SAINT Qi Vs Eg A Vi
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gquent photographs.
Q I shqw you, Doctor, what the State marked as
j‘$-53-H“ and "'s-53-x-1, " ‘and - |
MR.‘DYMOND:
Excuse ne, Doctor. If the Court please,
we object to this testimeny on the
grounds that it»ig beyond fhe scobe

of the expertise of this witness.

THE COURT:
i overrule the objection.
MR. DYMOND:

Tb which ruling Counsel reserves a bi11 of
exception, making the entire tes*i; r
mony up until this point,.the objec-
tion, the ruling of the court, the

- reasons for the cbjection, the wit-
. J

5]

. ness's testimony, parts of the bill,

<€)
jors}
=

counT:

-

The pDoctloxr has examinad all of the photo-

[0}

graphs, he can use any one of then to
give his opinion on. You nay pro-

C;ed.

Comparing "S$~53-1" and "S~53-M," it is .
g :

arent that the Prxegident's Lecd

DIFTIRICIT & PICIOTT, Tue. « cover EENONTRAS o SUTE 1224
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and shoulders have moved to the rear
in "S“S3*H;"
BY MR. OSER: |
Q Now, Doctor, as an expert, énd having viewed
those particular 8 x 10 enlargements and
35MM slides, Frames’ZOO‘through 320,
exélu@ing"those that are missing, 234
“to 244, and having seen the_Zaprqder film,

I ask you; Doctor, as an expert, what is

your opinionAif a stimulus yas applied to
the rear of President Kennedy's hgéf,
aé to -- correct that, if a stimulus had
been applied to the rear of President »
Kennedy's head at the time of &5“5351,"
what in your opinion as an expert would

- ' . have been President Kennedy's reaction
to a stimulvsz applied to the rear?

oA If the proposed stimulus applicd to the rear
is the same magnitude as the stinuvlus
apparently delivered from the front, then
his hecad and body would have moved to the
front.

.MR. OSER:

I tendexr the witness.

CROES~LEAMINATION

DIFTRICH & PICKETT, Jue. o covnT nuesnooss « stirs p22r 333 SATNL CHARLLS Avien
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BY MR.

DYMOND:

Were you in pallas, Texas, on November 22, 1963

No, I was in my research lab.

You did not witnesg the assassination. Is that

That is correct.,

correct?

*

Now, what is your usual procedure in conducting

an autopsy where it appears that the

death was caused as a result of a head

wound?

In conducting the autopsy I would sfart'by_

X-raying the body cormpletely in two planegh

anterior-posterior and lateral, and after
these were developed and after I studica
them, during this time of course I would
be taking those photographs with black
and white camera and with a color canerea,
and I would be making mewuﬁremantu of
various points, I would bc making neccure-

B

3 OX

5]

ment various leosions which night have

r

been involved, and having then studiecd tho
X-rays, I would have proceecdaed along the
lines indicated, which would of course

-

include a full,complete and total examina-

Ll

tion., We would

> N P . Lo, P - 2
diszoct tha body and

KT, lue, o count FIPOUCERS e SUITE 1220 ¢ 333 SUINT CHANLLS Aviih
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all of the disease or affected parts out,
and rnake microscopic slides of these,

make detailed drawings with measurements,
and after all was put togethér,‘it would
probably be a month before I would be able
to issue a final diagnosis; howvever, in

. ’ .
most gunshot wounds one is able to issue

a provisional diagnosis shortly after you
finish with thevbody{ but to_db thé’bom-

plete autopsy, it fequi#os.coﬁsideréble
tine. |
Q So ordinarily it would take a month orimore
to perform an -auvtcopsy. Is that correct;
A . Well, with a éunshot wound it is reasonable,
and if there are no complicating factérs

othexwise, it is reasonable it could be

done within a ronth, yes.

0
o
oy
)

o]
o]
ad
o
o

o] How would you go about determininc

o
1
{2

of entrance the point ¢f exit of =a

gunghot wound in-the hezd?

A It depends an awful lot vpon the nature of

the gunshot wound, if it is a small 22

it is relatively simple, if it is somethind

- .

little nore @ifficuld

-

~
-
(-]
b
b
i

<
O
bt
o
o
(‘V
0}
O
<
i

o

5¢
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Q

bit of evidence that you have on hang.

Well, tell us some of the procedures which

you would o;dinarily follow in doing that,
in conducting an autopsy.

Oh, if motion pictures had been taken of the
subject during the dssassination, I wquld

study those first, and I would have eye-

witness testimony, and then sometimes a

small caliber --
We are talking about a 6.5 --
Evexy situation is different, and I have to go
with what we have at hand.-

~

Ordinarily, now, Doctor, is it your testimony

Fa

you would not examine the reﬁains of the
person shot in connection with determining
the point of entrance and exit?

t say that at all, I say we do a

. complele totol auvtopsy.

1. - .
utonsy

Fow, what dosg thig complete totwnl

)

consist of which you would perfori undex
these conditions?

It congists of first X-raying the body cor-
pPletely, anterior-posterior, fgont and
back, and then side.pictures, from the -

gide,; localired nissiles, and thoen To

DINTRICH & PICIETE, Joe. « covurpromms o sonr i 315 SAINY CHATLES %50
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the sake of completeness it requires
ﬁaking gross photographs of the body for
identificatibn{-for the—position of wound,
such, things as-that; and then>it involves
a dissection, getting out all of the paxrts
involved, and it includes fixing the .
tissues in formaldechyde to allow them to
become hard, and after they become hard
we dissect these very cgréfully using
SSmetimes a low-power microscope, and we
separate and submitrthe apprdpriate parts
to techniciens to make slides, and after
the sliée; come 'back we study then undeé
a microscope. In the case of a brain, it
is necessary to fix the brain in formalde-

hyde for two weceks until it becomos harad,

[0

to d;ssect,-and if you try to dissect
fresh brain it falls apare, prutting the
whole thing Lozcther at the cnﬁ.°

Viould you examine and - -take into considaration

the physical characteristics and condition

How, Doctex; did you exemine any MN-rove o

DILFRICH & PICTHELL, Ine, « coust miromisns « S9TE 1220 - 335 SAINE CHARLFS AVENT:
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Yemainsg of President Kennedy?

I requested to do so, sir, but I have been
denied that p#ivilege. I havé requested
on many occasions to do so in telegrams
and registered letters.

But you have not examined these X-rays. I
th;t correct?r

Not yeﬁ.

Doctor('have you evexr before performed an

autopsy without having reviewed the re-

Ha

mains of the persén upon whom the autopsy’
was being performed?

I have expressed opinions on such autopsies

- to some lawyers who come to my‘pffice;

You have never actually performed one without

having examined the subject?

You cannot perform an avtopsy by remote con-

H
et
1=t
&
Q
)
o

=
P}
-3
.

Never mind, procced.

BY MR.-DYHOITD:

a

Doctox, when was the first tira that you .

4]
iV}

the Zaprudexr Ffilm in its entirety?

I suppose it was about

Tvo veecks ago, wherxe did yvou see thot?

F

D& PICRINT, Tne o count wironrres o SUME 1221 .
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A At the Townhouse Motel in Kansas City.
0 And you saw a complete ~--
A I beg your pardon, I saw it in the Pathology

Department in Kansas City, in the projec-
tion rocm.

Q You saﬁ & complete running of the Zapruder ¢film
-at.thgt time? '

A Yes, the Zapruder film that I saw here was
complete as comﬁared to tﬁé_oné I %éh ih

Kansas City, ves.

Q When was the first time that you examined blown

up slides ox prints of the.Zapruder film?v
A I suppose it was about 11:30 Monday morning.
Perhaps 12:00, I don't know exactly.
Q Now, Doctor, the opinions which 'you have ex-

presced herxe in your testimony, is it not

a fact that you expressed the

n

ame opinbng

7
D

in an article offe

[

‘ed by you in Lk

3
o
(

Avrchives of Pathology back in 19677

A Oh, no, not-at =all,

0 In what way Goes the opinion differ?

A May I see the article, please? .

0 I don't have the article.

A It does not exist, sir, » g
0 You haven't written any article for the

DIVIRICH & PiCRETY, Ine. COURT RIPONTERS o SULIT 1221 o 333 SAINT Citilifs avpon o
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A

Archives of Pathology? Gl

Yes, I have written --

None pertaining to the assassination of
President Kennedy?
None, sir, I have never written an article

pertaining to the assassination o

Fa
>

Prési@ent Kennedy anywhere,
You never have?
No.
You héée no published work =--
No publichad work on the assassination 6f

President Kennedy.

(2

Doctor, do you hold yourself out as a balliséic
expert?

In the case of the agsassination of President
Kennedy, I have conducted experiments,
yes, this consisted of Purchasing 6.5

Manlicher Carcana amnunition. I have fired -

o

this into human wiists and

I
3
)
-
=
[
%
"
C
lon

I have recovered the bullets, yecs, I pro-
claim a degree of éroficiency in ballistic)
to this extent.

What formal training have you had in the fielq
of ballistics, Doctor?

Vell, this connisted of a cno-hour lcocture, I

DIETRICH & PICLELT, e

COURT X
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- ' suppose it was a lecture in Madical School

and I have attended ballistics experis

examining other bullets at the College
of Virginia, I have talked with nany po-
lice officers, I have identified bullets

and have testified to them on those ¢

points, yes.

0 On the basis of that, you cohsider yourself

o

ballistics exvert?

0]

A I consider myself an expert in the field of
ballistics as 1 havé testified}in this-
Court,

Q » What formal training in the field of ballis?ics
have you had on the ballistics points
in which you have testified in this Court?

A 'I have created my own, sir, my experience.

I chronographed the specd of a bullet

]

0

em2rging at 1,8

h

0 feet, at a distahce c
&

h

30 feet, thcn T would cateh these bulloets
and I woula also_éhoot through hunan wvrids
and xibs and catch the bullets and I woula
conpare them, sir., fShe bullets coning

through the wrists ang through the xib,

.

n

.

uries similar -to Governoxr cConnally's,

o 1

wWere mutilatsd whereas bullels othariicge ~=-

DIETRICH & PICRETY, Tee. COUNT FYIOAINAT o SUITE 1221 »
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bullets traversing a rib and a wiist

producing wounds similar to that sustained

Ey Governor C§nnally afe m&£i1a£ed bullets
whereas bulleﬁs that are mereiy shot into
a mattress in which I checked then, they
are pristine. I have, sir, copyrightgad
results of nmy work here, May IAghow éhem
té you, pleése? | |

Mxr, Osef, do YOu have the -~

THE COURT:
Do you have them?.

MR. OSER:
We can send for the poctor's briefcease,

whiéh is down in my officé.

MR, DYMOND:

Acturnlly, vYour Honoxr, I am not interested

in these.

"I think he has a right to give an answer.
TID WITNDSS:

Perhaps we can give a better answer to

\

S

[
/)

the Jury if I could set up the elic

ot

and project then onto the SCHNTON,

DIt

)
1

o ce iy e i s 333 8NN CliAs s vELL
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MR. DYMOND:

Iif fhe State wants him to do that ~-

MR. ALCOCK:
This is in response to his guestion, Your
Honorx.
MR. DYMOND: ¢
An§body can copyright_anything ﬁhat is
- unigue and original. . |
/ . o

THE COURT:

ilfhink the Doctor can give you = yes ox
no answer and tell you aﬁd show you
what £raining he dig have.

MR, DYMOND:
Training, yes.
THE COURT:
. That is what he is trying to do,
MR, DYMOND :

I am willing to hear testimony about
training, that is what I have askead
for, but a man Writing an ariicle
does not constituie training,

THE COURT:
7 Wouldn't the axrticles denote yes ox no,
whether he digd have‘any training in’

tho subject?

ey s P P . Crer B E ] . P 10 ©U333 SALILGIIATILY AviNTE
DIFTRICH & PicRiesT, lue, . COMJLTUJLﬂ SiTUTY 1301 335 ;
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MR,

THSE

THE

DYMOIiD :

I have never heard or seen of the arti-

cles,
COURf:

Tell of your training without going into

the articles. ‘ *
W TNES? :

No such article exists, it is a figﬁent
of somebody's imaginati;h. Mfﬂtrainm
ing, sir, in thé.field“oftballistics
consists of a one~hour lecture,
conferences with ballistics éxperts
in the office of the Chief Medicaul

Examiner, Richmond, Virginia, it

consists also, sir, of ry own studics!

. s .

which is training, with a Manlicheor
‘carcana Rifle, 6.5 emmunition, baing

fived into human vrists znd ribs and

collecting the bullets, this is
ing, e=ir, and this is the remuli of
it, and with Your Honor's pexmigcion,

I would like to show these to the

tail,

Jury in ¢&

(8]

DIFERICH & PICIETY, e

o BUITH 1221 o 333 SAINT CHARLES 20000

(o)

[



10

11

12

13
14
15
16
17
18
1o
20

21

I say he has answered the question.
MR. DYMOND:

I-think so.

BY MR. DYMOXND:,

Q

-0

DI R

"Have you ever qualificd as a ballistics expert

C

In othcr woxds, Doctor, your training consists

of a one-hour lecture that you have

attended, having spoken to police officers

about ballistics and some’ experiments that

you yourself conducted. Iévthét right.
That is partly.
What else is there to it?

Well, discussing the matter and a rather ex-

tensive course of self-taught ballistics

in this particulazr matter extending over a

period of two years, sir,
in any court in the céuntry?
To the extent that I woulgd identify missiles
removed at auvtopsy.
Vhat do you mein, identifying missiles which
" have been removed from & body by you cr
by someone under your direction?

By myself, sir,

You call that beiny a ballistics expert?

H

v SUITE 1221 e 333 SAINE CRHLARLIES AV 0

ot



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

BY MR, DYMOND:

Q

A

v

court,
THE COURT:

It would depend on the‘Judge Qhether or
not you would have been qualified,
it is not what a Person himselsf
thinks he would be. It is_what his

. qualifications are as;essea in court

5y the court,

Do you hold yourself out-as a phqtoﬁraph ex-
pert? -

Yes.

Would you tel; us the extent of your training
in photography.

The extent of my training started, sir, T sup--

pose, when I was about ten yYyears olag,

-
o]
[+
i
n

)
o
0
]
g}
o}

¥ wag given a camera and T

3 : (3

patholceygy dapariment of the University of

Kan

Ui

25 and they are used for the spaecific
purposs of identifying wounds on hunaon
bodies, living persons or dead persons,

and I teach this to medical students and

PIETRICH & PICEETT, Tne. o COURTREAO™IIRS o SUME 1221« 335 SAINT CHANLES
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hy own autopsies and on other autopsies

I supervige, th

o

residents take their

pictures,

Q What formal training in photography have you
had?
A I.have hever haad a minute'of formal traininy

as far as anybody giving me lectures,

but the resulis speak fbr.themselvgs.

Q Now, do you know how many frgﬁesiﬁér sgé&pd
are run by the Zapruder f£ilm?

A I think it was described-to me in tﬂe_courtroom
as being 18 and 3/10ths, sir. 5

Q  Wwas that the first time you knew the speed of

the Zapruder f£ilm?

A I don't know what the speced is yet, sir.

Q 'You don't, you don't know how many franes per
second?

A I am assuming thait is corraci.

¢ When did you start assuming that, Doctoxr?

A Well, I really d;n‘t knqw, I supprose a counle

of years ac

o
o

Q Didn't you say that you had learned here in thid

M

courtrocm it was 18.3 per sccond?

A I think it was confirmed to me, I am not sure

——
ro

DIEITRICE
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Q ﬁave you ever éeén the clothing which was worn
by President Kennedy at the time he was _
assassinated? |

A "I am suiﬁg the Federal Government to obtain

possession of that.

Q You-afe.suing the Federaibcovernment? *

A Yes, I am,

Q pia yoﬁ know he was weafiqg é ﬁéck brace>at
the time of the assassinatiéﬁ? S

A I am keenly aware of that, sir, thét prevented

him from falling to the side, that was why
he stayed erect.

You are suing for that too or nol?

0

A No, I am not suing for that.
Q Doctor, do you know -thether or not at any time

after the shot. depicted in Frame 313 of

2N I did not know the speed of tha lirousine, sir,
Q Was thut ever taken inte account by you in any

of your calculations?

DIETINCH & DICKETY, lue. v cony LivGRIERS o SUITE 1221 o
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sir.
Q You said practically constant?
A Within those three frames, yes. I do not think

it had accelerated or any deceleration

in those three frames.

Q Do youvknow what the speed of the limousine,

- waso? | U e ° -
A No, sir,
Q Do you.know whethex if was.goingﬁfagt o%léldw

at the time of the agsassination?
THIZ COURY:
I.am not trying to assist thé witness, but
can you tell us what you mean by
"fast," or what yéu mean b§ "slow"?
MR. DYMOKD:
’ ‘ ~ If the Ccourt please, I am talking to an

- expexrt here,

But your guestion is confusing.
MR, DYMOND: .

’y

I en trying to find out whether he has

ct

any ideca as to the speed, Your Hono:n,
e

which apparently he docs not.
PP

If the Stute objects, I will sustzin the

.
KRNI T 1 AT TI A Teetas iy sy
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‘objection that the question is not
properly before the witness. It is

not a proper question, was he going

fast oxr slow,

BY MR. DYMONWD:

Q

A

Do you know how-fast the limousine was goirsg?

No.

Do you knoﬁ how fast it was Qoihg in Erame 3107

ﬁb, si;. . |

31172

No.

3122

Nowhere do I know how fast the limoqsine wvas
going,

Nowhere in the Zapruder do you know how fast th
limousine was going?

No, sir,.

Do you have any idea as to the relative speaed
as betveen given frames of the Zazprudex

"Film?

No, sir.

~-

Doator, would you testify the gudden accelor
s '

jad]

tion of a vehicle would not throw an

occupant back?

£

tha othew occupants bhack, sin.
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It did not?
It did not.
You are sure about'that?

It is demonstrate

n

1 with the Zapruder £ilm it
did not, sir.

And you did not take into account any accelXera-
tion or speed?

I assume it did not because fhe other occupants
rgfaiﬁed their relative positions.

Are there any other assumptions upon which your

testimony has been bazed?

Not at the present time. vYou might drag out

sorae that I am not aware of.
éeli, Doctor, it's youxr testimony, aon't'jou
know whether it was based on assumptions?
Well, the sun striking the cbject from the
camara, I don't know whether it was
Kédachrdme £ilm, I don't knew the details
of the development, no, I don't know theoa

=

What wvas the specd and direciion of tho ving
in pallas at the time of the taking of

3137

Fra

5

[B)

1
MR. ALCOCK:

‘e man said ha was not in Dallac,

%]
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MR, DYMOND:

I will change the form of the question.

BY MR. DYMOND:

Q

Did your calculations take into acéount the
speed and direction of the wind in palles
af the time Frame 313 was tiken? .

The speed and direction of the wind as related
to the traversing of the bullet path are
insignificant, sir. .

Doct r; please ansver tﬂe_question, énd 1f you
didn't undersfand it, I will have it rezd
back.

No, I did nét take thosze into aécount. It yéu
will tell them to me, I will take them in—
to account.

Youihave not taken them into account up until
nowv, right?

ﬁo, but, if you will, I will do so.

That's up to you, s€ir. Now, Doctor, is

o
{
o

such a thing as a delayed xeaction %o
pain?

If a person is unconscious ox unday ancathacsia,
Yves,

B

the only condition under

[N
9]

Would you say th

-1

o]

which that couvld occour?
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‘No, I haven! t, sir.

In all ~-

It depends on your definition of "delayed, "
six, . )

Héve you ever heard of a pegson having been.
stabbed or shot and not realizing that
anything happened to him?' o

Not realiz 1ng it in the cerebral cortex of- hl»
braln, that is correct.

Have you ever heard of a person stabbed or shot
and not showing any 1mmedv ate reaction to
ie2

Not in a normal peréon_riding in an automobile
with Lhe attention of a crowd, waving to
the crowd, no, sir, I do not,

Have you ever seen'a bPerson wavingiin an auto-
mobile to a crowd shot?

Have you made any investigation into the

| . normalcy o“vtho peopla chot on Hovember 22,

1963, in DpD=2llas

)

In relation to the President I have sir, ves,
He was normal, sir,

His cdoctor had exanined him and epproved hin

taliing thic vigit to the City ©f pullzs and

T RUSONTER UIiE 1 33 SAINT CHARLES AVINLY
DPHARICH & PICHKTTLE, Ine. © COULT RISCATERS « SUITE 1221« 333 SAINT € LTy
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riding. in the automebile, sir, his doctor
had taken this into account.

Q And from that you would conclude his reaction
to pain, trauma, would be normal, 1Is
that correct?

A Yes. ‘ . - A .

0 Was that the only information upon which that

assunption is based?

A Yes. . .

o} Prior to November 22, 1963, did you ever have
océasion to meet President John Kennedy?

A I tﬁink I shook hands with hinm, sir, »

(o] How about Govefnor Cénnallf?

A Not Governor Conndlly, I tried several times
to get an appointment with GoverndrConnalL

. and he reje;ted nme,
0 ' Governor Connally rejected you, you say?
A Yes, he did not answer my letiers.

0 Kow, Dr. Nicholg, have you ever henrd of dif-

ferences in thresholds of p2in, that is,

rl
m
ol
Qs
o
R
0
5
C.l
=
=
O

some people being able to s

pain better than others can?

’

A I am quite well aware of that. I have conductoe:s
experiments on that myself. -
Q You have? Did you feel that that was = congida,

DIEITICH & PICKETT, 1he, « COURY RITORTERS o SUOF 1221« 333 Saind CHANLIS 2vi ol
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tion which should be taken into account
by you at arriving at your conclusion?
Yes, and I did so, I took tﬂat into account
when I assumed the President was in good
health and Governor Connally was in a

state of good health, they were not in-

toxicated.

Is good health and intoxication, are those
the only two fadtors.that.ﬁould have' any~
££ing to do with thé-threshold of pain?

They are the two mﬁst important things.

What other factors are there?

Let me modify that and say they are the only
facﬁors. a |

What othexr factors did you have 'in mind?

I'hgve changed -~

What did you mean when you say they were the

- -two most important?
I can't think of anything now.
You changcd your mind, you say, Dboctoxr?

time, sir, I can only think of

changes the threshold of pain, physical
health. .

©
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What is the best way to determine a point of

That is the only one, sir.

.

All right, I see. Now, Doctor, have you evexr
attempted to determinerthe direction of
the :shot from photcgraphic evidence onlyv
prior to this time?

Yes, I have, sir.

Can you.tell us about that, please.

It is very tricky and very misleading. With
a low caliber bullet, ithéan be.dgne, with
aulow velocity bullet -- speaking of the
brain, sir, the head?

Any shot.

Any shot?

Right, -

Certainly if you established the bullet cnter-
ing in one part of the anatony aﬁd enexging
in another part of the anatony and you

. assung the‘person is in an anatomical
position, I have writitcn this on autopoy

articles, it is reasonable som2tines to

o
I
H
l,-'
<
o)
9]
o
)
o
o
g
st
H
o
N
[R
:‘_J
iy
o
o)
ju]

ngle that =«
bullet was fired, and this is very helpful
'

to the police.
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A To see. the offender fire. the shot.

Q You would not want to examine the body of the
victim? .
A You asked me the best, sir, 7T T
Q The best is to see the shot fireg?
A Yes. .
- . N . '
Q Let's assume you do not see the shot fired,

what trould then be tﬁe besﬁ_way of de-~

termining where the bullet entéreéiOr

eﬁited? .
A The bullet hole enters, sir, in soft tissue
of the human body, is a small affair, it
is smaller than the bullctfis itself,
and as tﬁe bullet hits, enters, and the
specd of the bullet rubbing againat the
skin produces a small burn, this appears
blaqkened,.x an assuning we are at a dige-
tance of ten feet now, theﬁ bn the othor
side where it ewmerges the hullet hole is
largex, usually, not always, but usually,

Y

and the edges are everted and vhen you

study the bullet hole enirance undor a
nicroscope, you can-sec a lititle rim of

burned tissue that almost conc¢lusively

»

Pinpoints i%, but you can never bs cap-
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Q Now, Doctor, would 't some of the same factors:

vapply to a heéd wound --

A I an suing =~-
Q ~~ with a high velocity rifle?
A I am suing the Federal Government for permifsio:

to look at the X~-rays and the pictures of

the head in oxder to find out more exactly

than I have at the présgnt time.,
Q Would I be correct in saying then that you

consider it very important from a patholog

cal standpoint to be given accesz to the

-

photographs and films of President Kennedy
for the purpoze =--
2 It is very important,

.0 It is very important?

A Yes,

0 And you feel that you could adad fo the exact~
ness of your opinion were you able +o
examine these things, Is that right?

‘A I fecl there is a reasonzble posgibility that
I might.

0 Now, Doctor, £from the standpoint of =a
pathologist, which is the betier tool

. in determining the inn: of exit and th;

DINTRICID & PICKEY, 1ne, + COUnT DLioneens o SU9VE 1221 » 335 SAINT CHARLYS Aoty
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point of entrance of a bullet, the ex-
amination of the victim or a photograph

of the shooting?

A If the victim is available, the examination of

H

the victim, a complete examination o

the victim, a total ‘examination of the,

victim, including X-rays and dissection

of the paxrt.

Q X;rays and dissection of Ehe'bra}n,'diqiiou
s;y? | |

A - O0f the part involved.

Q Novw, as an expert in the field Qf paﬁhology, 

Doctozx, Vould you dispute the point of
exit and entrance of a.bullet on the basis
of photographs as opposed to an opinion

- as to the entrance and exit based upon

photographs plus an actual exemination of

- the body of the viciin? o N
¥

A It depends on who eramines the body, sir. Yeg,
I would, and many occasions I haove,
0 thén you say who emamines the Lody, are you

speaking from the standpoing of honesty

&

or the standpoint of ability and gualificz

tion?
A Ebility end qualifications and previous cio-

o SUTEL2ZD e 333 SAINT CHaARLIY AViNCE
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Q

Q

I take it then, sir, that assumingfthat‘such

In which casc, in which particulax case arec

In any case.
I can't talk about any casec.
Wwhy not?

I have to know all of the details of the case,

Wouldn't it be fair to say that you axec very

perience. Previous xperience is very
important. ]

a detcrmination were nade by a ratholo-
gist of your ability and with.your ex-~
perience, after having examined the re*
mains of the victim, you would not dis-
pute his findings on the basis of mere
phétographic evidence such as yoﬁ have had

Is that correct?

you speaking, sir?

Yes, I do not know whether I would or not,

I would have to know the details, becauce

and skilled and honcst, he might overlook
something. I might pick up something that

he overlocked, yes.

.curious to sec these X-xrays and the i

patholocical xer

EL
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for yourself whether your opinion is
correct?

A . I want to know the'truth, the wholé truth,

and nothing but the truth.

Q And you want to see whethex your opinion is
correct. 1Isesn't that right, sir? .

A | I would like to confirm it.
MR. DYMOND:
Tbat's all, sir;
REDIRBCT EXAMINATION
BY HMR. OSER:
0 Doctor; I show‘you what the State has marke}'
‘ as "5-18," and I ask you if you have ever
seen this particular rifle before, sir.
A May I step down from the witness stand, sir?

THE. COURT:

May I refexr to my notes, giv?
T COURY:
You can refresh your memory from your own
notes, but yau cannot read f£rom your

notes.

Do net read fronm your notes thoemzelves,

DIHTRICH & PICHETT, Inc. COURT RICONTLRE o SUITHE 1221
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WITNESS:

on October 10, 1968, sir, it is ny
rifle, I own it, |

BY MR. OSER: . ) - o 4

Q and whaé type of gun is this, Dpctoré

A This is an Italian Army rifle, it is more
commonly known as a Ménlichéf,éarg@ﬁa
Rifle, caliber 6.5.

Q During you: resecarch and.experimcnt;, did you
have occasion to use this particular
rifle in your research?

A Not this particular rifle, sir, but I have
used six othervrifles similar to this

- ' in my research.

o} Will you identify the particular type of scope
that is on +that rifle, Doctgr? o

b\ Yes, this scope, I purchased it firon M.

Yés, I purchased this rifle from

‘Smitty's Gun Shop in Kansas city

Hartin Redding in Culver City, California,
along about two months previocusly, I be-

lieve, ot a price of $11.00. The mount I

urchased at a price of $§1.00, it was
p S

at -~ by a firm in Kansess

mouvnted for me

0L $%.00, and the T8

gun

o
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blued for me at - by another firm,

MR, OSER:
That's all;rr :
RECROS s‘.—'wEXAr-u‘m?f o "

BY MR. DYINOND:

0 Doctor, are all Manlicher Carcana Rifles‘Gﬁs
millimeters?
y-\ No, sir, there are those that are 7.2 and 7;5,

and there is a toy gun that:Muésolihi
héd cut down to train_tﬂe l@—yéar~$id
children, also a tianlicher Caréana'tﬁat
shoéts blanks.

MR. DYMOND:
No further guestions.

THE COURT:

. ) Is there any further neced for Dr. Nichols
~under his subpoena?

MR, OSEZR:

No, sir.

(i7itness excusad.)

...00000'
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I, the undersigned, a Deputy Official Court
Reporter in ahd for the'State'of‘Louisiana, author;;ed
and empowered b; law to administer oaths ang to take the
depositions of.witnesseé under L.R.S. Al3:961.l, as

amended, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing

deposition is true and correct as taken by me in the

above-entitled and numbered cause (s).

I further certify that I am not of counsel
nor related to any of the parties to this cause or in

anywise interested in the ‘event thereof.

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIf\N on the D?/ day
)15 1w €7
| ///*//// J/’ Lf%/

DEPUTY OFFICIAL COURT RE ’ORLP.K
STATE OF LOU ISTANA




