kKLAN From A1
; had ho idea of her role as

] answoman’s 2 lees"
Teacher and Terrorlst

By J ack Nelson
. . LosAngeles Times :
MERIDIAN Mlss, July
7—-Pretty Kathy "Ainsworth,
a softspoken teacher with an
excellent record, turned out
~to be' a terroust in.a story
* that rivals that,of Dr Jekyl-
and Mr Hyde ; )

: Jackson,M.lss find it impos-
sible to. believe- ] S

same “person  'who was re-+
vered 282 cheerful ‘church-

1'and . ‘
turned ‘over to the FBI, Nel-
~ther- Ainsworth ‘no -

; Mrs Ainsworth,‘ 26, and |

Thomas Albeért Tarrants III
1, -were shot. by Meridian

. police. in wlld exc'hange of ;

‘ gunfire h i

y eg- .
.edly - were; trying:to- dyna- |
‘mite the home of a:Jewish’

the battle critically
T a policeman and-a-
bystander, ;- was - serfously '
:-'wounded and is at a hospltal
: / " under heavy police guard, .
"1 .. They were a. ‘strange pair
[ Assoclated Press: | -—Kathy, adored by. her.stu- |
xAm AINSWORTH dents and thelr parents Who :




died ‘in-: thé - mifddle:
chureh,” Ainsworth said.
"\ Kathy had _riends who
" ranged from Adon Taft, the
" highly respected religion ed-
"7 ‘itor of the Miami Herald, to”
| Sam . H. Bowers, a Klan]
" |leader who had been on-
.+ Victed on: a Federal . civil

rights conspiracy charge in
- connection - with ‘the - 1964

l Kathy ‘died " as if

ried out their Klan roles in
'} the-name of" #Chiristianity”

been' religious, Kathy was a :

*devout ehurcltgoer . Shi
| taught :Sunday ' school ‘an

Just like all Klan members :
do. . While .there is little to
i| indicate Tarranis ever: has::-

sang in the choir at Coral

. young an .extremist. A for-

mer classmate in Mobile re.,

ealls that at age 13 Tarrants.

was engrossed in William L.,

* Shirer’s “The Rise and Fall
- of the Third Reich” and that
~he put' a stinkbomb in a
+Jewish girl's'school locker.

A former junjor 'high

classmate in  Alsbama re. :

calls that Tarrants was gb. |
sessed with' guns. “Not Just |

-Squirrel guns like" I'm inters-

ested ‘in "and every ‘young.-

a - charge ' of,’ interstate’

;. transportation of a stolen
s auto and became g fugitive.

No Federal charge -was
brought on possession of the .
gun, although a;submachine -
gun is an illégal weapon i
under Federal law, The FBI
traced the ‘weapon; a ‘Ger-
man-made. M-3, and found it
has been stolen in 1958 from. :

"4 National Guard armory.in

Mobile. (The FBI has infor- |

mation “that gun Taids on 'a

, S ‘ : ' i ster is Inter ; but:
;, Wynehing of three civil rights Baptist Church {n Miamibe, | my guhs;jfjsttx:g.h‘l:w,?:: ;
;. Workers'in Neshoba County, | fore she left dor Jackson¥d 1 they would ‘shoof. and how
' Miss,.- 1‘?@?9@'MiSNSSiWi,CoH?ge,-' many they. would, kill. He

e - | conservative Baptist institd | Would talk about /Commup- :

[du?l:ce seimior v tomy: g Bwp l% is& - invading - the

Kathy and Tarra, = 8 i

ported- that" ol atics :
bad influenced th ilr w, i
propaganda and haté ‘mate- 3 {

voik and other menial jobs,
= ;.1 Kaothy ever'had any rac-i
‘. dst or anti-Semitic feelings
as a girl in Miami, she kepf '
. them well hidden, Even
“-closest:: friends’ ‘say".
- neyer . sugpected ' a
“ until-“long - afte)
o

risl from "organizations in
ArizPﬂ‘a, Gwlﬁfornla, ¢ New‘
Jersey and other States. - |
.. - Kathy's husBand, manager

_of two Jackson Health clubs,
;. would. say only, “She was an

. angel, that'y all T-can say.”:

+.BUt. 4t “Yrag_ledrned . that|

wviolent' demonstration of 300
of the school’s 2900 students- Fa
'} The students ran wild, rac. . .

ing around police lines, tear-
| irig down fences and yelling,

?kg’;’;“;“h [ #Two-toursix-elght, hell no, |
volved:. " won't., integrate.” Tar. |

!| rants was one of 54 studentsf"

]

 unged her ¢o.quit the Klap. " s wag one ents;
‘ ‘ ‘arrested "and ~charged ‘with |

< Ainsworth’s ;i father . said
that the. @ay before the vio-

lence, his son quarreled with
- her- about. attending .racist
‘meetings. Ralph; a- military,
“police sergeant in -the, Na|
;jtonal Guard, was in . sum-!
:imer .encampment. ‘at Camp:
Shélby:  near_ Hattlesburg.
“wheri-he heard d radio news-.
‘cast'reporting that. his wif

- /had been killed,: i
{:: Tarrapgs -had been identis
- fied as g Prime suspect in at
least’ a - dozen bombings,!
burnings and sheotings that |
have‘occurred in the Merid- |
dan and Jackson areas in the
last year.:-But until the vips,
lence here police knew little ;
-about s 'Kathy's : activities, |
only ‘that she was a member
of ithe Klan end of a Klan !
front, the Americans for the
“Preservation . of. the White I
‘Race (APWR). [0
Found in K'Qntﬁy's desk-at
the Ainsworth home were‘i!
several Manila folders bear-|
ing subject labels, including '
Klan, APWR, Bombings,

"~ Segregation, Conspiracy, In-|

:

tegration' Versus ‘Segrega-
;tion, Cuba and C Rights. ..
. The files & :

thick manual® used. by the »
militant and ‘heavily armed
Minutemen. It .contains nu-
‘merous hate messages
against " Negroes and -Jews,
along with* voluminous - in-

- like,” : RN
“.. MirS. °. Capomacchia -
' something * else,; Acquain

:. ances say she long has bee
:+ antl-Semitie, ‘although oy
;. ther her husband* nor h

: son shared her views,.
- A circus follles dancera
i+ & -'young woman (her hu:
. band was a juggler), she wa
¢ extremely close. to Kath

tion, but- ‘she... ;- deter-
“mined i'that’ her" daughter®
=~ would be well schooled. She.
"~ worked ‘hard - as-a domestic!
and as an electronics plant
3 Worker, put Kathy, throtigh;
* high school, ' then:* dent’
. ‘Mmoney to lier when she went
1o, . Mississippi! ' College,
.-‘where part of the tuition '
# Was ‘covered by a ‘scholar- |
+ ship. . BRI
-, :Friends in -Miami first
% began noticing Kathy's seg-
= regationist feelings a few -
‘" years -ago when she came

back from . Mississippi for®

" visits, but no extremist lean-
. Ings were evident unti} last"
. Summer shortly before ‘she
r-.married Ralph  Ainswerth.
“Even then - there ‘was e
- thing to indicate fanaticism,
<+ By contrast, Tarrants,
- nicknamed. “Tat” by “his
classmates, blossomed as

“volved.in an drgument wit
" a Negro service station oper:"
.-ator, No charges were filed.

i Tarrants came under;the
‘| influence of extremists in "

i She had little formal educa- |
: as;;deﬁerig

}car,but he made hond

disorderly conduet. . .- -
.- Later police at Prichard, a

small ‘industrial ecity north

- of . Mobile, seized a’ semi-au-

tomatic shotgun from young '

“Tarrants-after he becarme in-

obile and Mississippi.’ On '

[June 11, 1964, at the age of

'17,"he was ‘arrested. in the
company - of .Robert \'M. .
Smith,>-then. 39,  Mobile
leader . ..of - the . National

|'States ZRights .- Party, - and -

charged with possessing an

{ illegal weapon—a sawed-off
{'shotgun.

€ was put on pro-
Lbation, L

; r +On Deg: 21, 1967, Tarrants -
pand Klan Wizard Sam Bow- .
| ers, 43, were arrested in Col-
In a car which -
“{ had been stolen in Memphis.

Tarrants was charged with.
‘' possessing ' a submachine "

lins, Miss

gun found on the seat of the -
| and °

returned to Mobile, . =

were unablé' to : extradite:
him for trail because the

. charge was a misdemeanor;-

but he later was indicted on

‘Mississippi - : ‘authorities |



the subject and,was just
; con\(inBEd of thﬂﬁy as'ilie'wa




