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v Rep. Bella Abzug (DNY]

s testmg “how faithe White

tHouse is wlll.ing to go with ™

{'Congress- in turning, over
“sensitive . mtelllgcnce infor-
{ination.

I; As chmrman of -the House
Government Operations sub-
{committee on'. individual
lq‘jghts Abzug is leading an
“mvestigation™ into ~theNa-—
tional Security Agency’s in-
‘terception: of -international’
gables sent to or from -Amer- -
~ivan citizens.

4 The elgetronic _intercept
“techniques’'of ‘NSA- #ndthe
global targets against whxch

“they are directed tladltmn-
the‘ &

ally have :been- AmMong
wniost closely, guardéd mtelll"
-gence secrets.. o

a ‘The
"nbt vet depided how''t han
sle Abzug:White:House'o
§‘s:ﬁals want .to shéld, ‘out-fo
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ssome guarantee. that olassis

Jdied. information (iturned- .
‘over to her: subwﬁlmlttee
fWon’t be made !public iwith-
fout presidéntial approvul‘ d
Justice }Department uffi-
ials, who fhave be
ace- to-fac?“sﬂ hY
“tery Abzug-and het:
Hieve sombei; sensitive mate-
sial will hav'e 16, be ‘turned:
‘over and “fjust-risk "the re—’
sults,” in the<werds:of one -
,{governme%q-;qiwyer; 7
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Mhat she has an in
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Hind her irresponsihl
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. testimony. by NSAY

_been ' bogged ' dnv@

'.:' B puhhc ‘guestioning.

- sevqral others. er ..con-
1mma urity is
w‘hq is destroying Congress’
claim for equality with the
exe¢utwe branch.

Mistrust abounds between
the Abzug investigators and
the government officials

~with whom they deal.

The Abzug subcommittee
subpoenaed NSA and’ FBI
documents, and the /Presi:

~dent claimed executive priv-*-“Global

ilege, Five present and for-
ymer:federal employees were:.
-subpoenaed to' testify--and-
each—under direction  of
their superiors—refused.
“The: ‘sl,!bcommittqe promptly
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" Abzug sharply
; ?’1’ that he was Mer oath and E

se Of Secrets

to tell us they can say at a
public hearmg lid ;
The government ofﬁcmls
who made the offer argue
that “without the briefing,
" they can’t understand the
NSA ‘operation or know
“what questions to ask.”

At a hearing last Wednes-
day, Abzug often bullied ca-
ble company executives who

gave evasive answers. RCA

- Communications,
Inc., chairman Howard R.
«»Hawkins said he did . not
- know how the NSA pickup
of RCA cables worked al-
though he was the compa-
ny's-.chief Operating office,
*igues'g you were inopera-
tive,” Abzug shot back.

fice manag:_er attempted to
e tinderstanding

hlﬂmes at 3 am, in

7n

admittecl-— i snot know,
ectured rim

; sce@bs, attempts t work pu s

iregu
Lt:Gen, Lew Allen.
Ahzug s refusal to limi
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dog and b
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A government 1nv1tatmn -
‘to Abzug’s staff for a biief-
:Ixrg;'*at NSA on its inter| ep—fj ;

_rections,” one staff member
said -~ later- in  confessing
ybzug was unprepared

comp‘hcating facter in the
{iAbzug inquiry.

e Justice Depnrtment'
Ctiminal Division is con-
uéting an investigation to
determlne,ﬂ the intercep

"Au "RCA ‘Washington of--

ogvhnw,c.EB agents picked
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... is going in 87 different di-

Sécurity is not the only '

REP. BELLA ABZUG
.I-prubes cable intercepts

“tion of ‘international cables
of U.S. origin—with or with-
‘out the assistance of U.S.
able companies—might have
violated the Federal Com-
munications Ae¢t. Under sec-
‘tion 605 of that statute, it is
‘illegal to divulge the con-
‘tents -of a cable without
lawful authority” such as a
~subpoena

- “Testimony « before -the
“Abzug subcommittee by el-
‘ther the intelligence - offi-
cials or executives of cable
companies under investiga-
tion “could be harmful” to
‘the eriminal inguiry, accord-
v‘ing”'to a Justice spokesman.

* Betweén 1967 and 1973, ac-
E’Brding‘! “to"/‘testimony’ “ by
NSA Director Allen, before
the Senate intelligence com-
mittee, NSA maintained a
“watch list” of 1,600 Ameri-
cans supplied by the FBI,
CIA, Defense Intelligence
Agency « and.. the ' Army,
which in 1967 had responsi-
bility for manitoring civil
disturbances.

In those days, NSA inter-
cepted cables in two ways—
copies were picked up from
the offices of American com-



— panies such as RCA Global.
Communications - and ;. ITT
World Communications.  In .
addition,. NSA intercepted
cable trnffic using its own
electronic intelligence facili-
ties outside the contmental
Unlted States. :

The , intercepted . cableai
were then screened for in- '
formation” related to the,
“watch list” names, ™ = i+~

According to Allen, 1,900 -
reports were made from in-
tercepts of “watch list™ per:;
sonnel. These were aupphéd .
to v,arious government*, $
cies “for . background. itise
only,” Allen. said..

i at:u
“lawful authority” is needed
if disclosure of cableq Is to,
take’ place.

Furthermore, the law is
not clear on whether NSA.
has legal authority to inter-
cept cables from or to-the .
United States using = over-
seas facilities. In his recent
executive  order, President
Ford said “lawful” - elec--
tronic interceptions of inter-
national traffic can be car-- -
ried out “under procedures
approved by the Attorney
General.” The Abzug - sub-
committee plans to explore
whether there = is  any
“lawful” ~ay for such inter-
ceptions to.take place with-
out a court'warrant 18



