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The ease for reopening the in-
vestipation into the murder of 3
President John F. Kennedy is
now 50 persuasive as to be com-
pelling. L

" “Three out of every four Ameri-
cans want it. Congress is leaning &
toward it. The evidence demands
it.

Few have expressed so simply
the need to re-examine the events of
that traumatic day in Dallas nearly
12 years ago than Rep. Stewart B. &
McKinney (R.-Conn.) who has &
called for a Congressional probe.

He said: “There are just too
many unanswered gues-
tions in the minds of
too many people.*

The “unanswered
questions™ have - been
the substanee of many
books, magazine arti-
cles, television docu-
mentaries, campus lec-
tures.

Ten of the most im-
portant douhts thatl
arouse public skepti-
cism are explored in
the article on these
pages. They provide
much food for careful
thought. :

The blue-panel War-
ren Commission, which
Studied the assassina-
& len for eight months, published 26
¢ volumes of evidence and thousands
of documents. It produced 800
: items ol physical evidence.

i Ilts. conclusion, that Lee Harvey
# Oswald acted alone in killing the
President, was based on 25,000 in-
terviews and the evidence of 400
% eyewitnesses.,
&  Those are impressive figures, yet
there is not a responsible legal or
political body which does not
concede that the Warren report is
seriously flawed with dangling
questions and puzzling anomalies.

The gathering clamor for a new,
conclusive investigation bas been
sparked by the deceils and govern-
mental cover-ups emanating from
Watergate.

Details of the government’s hay-
wire intelligence operations and al-
legations of plots by anti-Castro

mid-air, zig-zag (wice, pass
through two people and emerge
almost unmarked?

that exploded Kennedy's skull,
came [rom the rear, why was the
President’s  body. blood and
brain tissue thrown backward by
the impact. instead of forward?

“other™ bullet?

conlaining  potential snipers”
nests and underground escape
routes left unchecked?

Kay?

Ruby and Lee Harvey Oswald
have with the FBI?

tramps?™

the scene of officer J.D. Tippilt's

& forces who lost their gambling
% empire. and plots by the CIA for
Kennedy's left-turn in foreign af-
fairs have added to the doubts.

Allard Lowenstein, the former
New York Congressman, is pushing
for a new hearing. Rep. Henry Gon-
zales (D-Tex.) has sponsored a res-
olution in the House.

Judge Burt Griffin, a member of
the Warren Commission, is also
seeking @ new investigation,

“It's still an important issue,"
the judge said. “The case ought to
be reopened. 3
: "I don't think some agencies
i were candid with us. 1 never
© thought the Dallas police or the
IFEI told us the entire Lruth.”

Finally, Senator Fdward Kenne-
dy himuself samid the matter should
he reapencd if the evidence war-
ranted L.

Must Amerieans  obviously  be-
licve that eriterion has been met, 2]
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An incredible 78 per cent of the American people
no longer believe the findings of the Warren
Commission on the assassination of John F. Ken-
nedy in Dallas, on November 22, 1963, according
to a recent Gallup poll.

As a result, the Star has
conducled its own in-depth in-
vestigation, and we have con-
cluded that there are still 10
questions which must be an-
swered before the bovks on
the assassination can be
closed.

The unanswered questions are:
1—low can one bullet pause in

2—If the [atal bullet, the one

3—What  happened to  the

“Three tramps”
—_— P

4—Why was a sewer system

3—Who and where is Kathy
6—What connection did Jack
7—Who was “Jim Braden™?

8—Who were the “tlhree

9—Why did cartridges found at




By BILL SLOAN

, - - -@ veteran newspaperman who was in Dallas the day
Kennedy was killed. He has covered the story ever since.

lé!aying fail to match Oswald's

un?

10—What happencd at the au-

topsy?

Here is the Star's detailed
analysis of each point:

A bullet was found on Tex-
as CGov. John Connally's
stretcher at Parkland Hospital,
It is the key lo the entire “one
gun, one assassin’ theory which
the Warren Commission adopted

as fact.

Unfortunalely, it is a key that
never fit the loek.

The ecommission ruled that this
bullet struck President Kennedy
high in the back of the neck, exit-
ed through his throat, passed
through Gov.- Connally’s chest,
breaking a rib, went through
Connally’s wrist, breaking il. and
finally imbedded itself in Connal-

ly’s Lhig

After doing all this damage,
said the commission, it fell out of
the governor's thigh onto the

h.

stretcher.

ot = R

Huby goes forward and shoo

ts Oswald

But the bullet is so clean that

no ballistics expert could believe
"it did everything the commission
said it did. The commission itself
had an identical bullet fired just
through the wrist of a cadaver
and found it severely blunted by
that impact alene.

Dr. Robert Joling, president of

the American Academy of Foren-
sic Sciences, said: “This bullet
would have had te pause in mid-
flight for a perisd of at least
three-fourths of a second and
make Lwo sharp diagonal turns
to do all this damage.

Grassy knoll

*And even if it had been able

to perform that kind of acrobat-
ics, it could not have emerged as
the *pristine beauly’ found on the
stretcher.

“Furthermore,

there were

more fragments left in Connal-
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‘s body than were missing from
at bullet.™

Oswald allegedly fired

from a corner sixth-
floor window of the Texas
School Book Depository, 100
yards or more behind and Lo
the right of the spot at which
the bullet struck.

But the 22-second color
movie made by Abraham
Zapruder shows Kennedy
jerked vielently backward by
the shot, an incongruily that
leads Dr. Joling and other ex-
perts to believe the shol came
from in front of Kennedy—
perhaps from atop the much
discussed “‘grassy knoll™ in
Dealey Plaza.

Dallasite Charles Brehm
was one of many eyewitness-
es who thought the same
thing at the time. Brehm was
quoted in the Dallas Times
Herald of Nov. 2. 1960, as
saying the shot came [rom
“in front of or beside the
President.™

His testimony was disre-
garded.

Or’olice offivers at the
scene watched a sandy-
haired man with a cowlick
pick up what appeared to be
a bullet from the grass 10
minutes after the assassina-
tion at a spot just across Elm
Street from wnere the fatal
shot hit.

They thought the man was
a Secret Service agent, but he
was not. Nobody knows Lo this
day who he wis. or where the

bullet is.

@ Bereath Dealey Plaza
lies an extensive sterm

sewer system with strategi-

cally placed drainage inlels

and hundreds of vards of sub-

| terranean pipes which inter-

connect the inlets and run in-
to other paris of the city.

One of the most interesting

inlets is belund a wooden
fence at the twp of the
~grassy knoll"—the  spot

where numernus eyewitnesses
thought one or more shols
were fired on assassination
day.

Motorcyele Patrolman Bob
Hargis, his uniform soaked
with the blood and brains of
the President. ran up the
knoll that day with a drawn
revolver and climbed that
fence.

Hiding place

But he didn't see the three-
foot-square, six foot-deep sew-
er drain just behind the Tence.
le didnt even know it was
there unlil a few weeks ago.
when it was pointed out to
him by a reporter.

“No. I dudn’t cheek it that
day and I'm pretty sure no-
bady else did, esther.” Hargis
admitted.

Another intriguing  sewer
inlet is in the north curb on
Elm Street, al almost exactly
the spot where Kennedy was
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struck by the second and latal
bullet.

Inside the curh, under a
manhole  eover, is  what
amounts to a small concrele
room, where a sniper could
have waited for hours, in rel-
ative comifort, Tur the right
moment,

A clear shot

When the moment came,
he would hiave hul a clear
shot of the Mresslent—from a
distanee of po more than 12 to
13 feet.

Leading away from the lit-
tle room under the manhole
cover 15 an 8anch sewer pipe
which connects alter a short
distance, with a 3-jnch sewer
main, offering a builtin es-
cape route for an agile sniper.

The larger inlet at the top
of the knoll ollers equally en-
ticing possibilities. Il is no
real wonder police never
knew this inlet existed. It is
not even shown on official
City of Dallas drainage maps
of the arca.

Special Agent Clinton J.
Hill, the Secret Serviceman
who ran from a follow-up car
lo the presidential limousine
when the shooting erupted.
thought the Tirst sholt he
heard sounded “like a lire-
cracker,” but the last shot
sounded “different,”

Vanished

Hill told the Warren Com-
mission: it sounded) as
though someone was shooling
a revolver into u hard object
—it secmed to have some
type of echo.”

The manhole cover on top

of the sewer inlet might have

produced just such-an echo.
Kathy Kay was the
blonde, statuesque

stiipper who claimed Lo have:

danced the Twist with Oswald
at Ruby's Carousel Club
shortly before the assassina-
tion. ,

She watched in horror as
her boss, Ruby, murdered Os-
wald on national television,
told her co-workers thalt was
the man she had danced with,
and promptly vanished—nev-
er lo be seen again.

FBl informants

She left Dallas thal same
fateful Sunday, Nov, 24, 1963.

Friends ‘said the British-
born stripper with the heavy
cockaey accenl was in lhe
U.S. illegally and [eared she
would be deported if the FBI
questioned her.

Some rumors said she had
gune to Australia, but nobody
knows for sure. I[ eiforts
were ever made to locale her,
federal  authorities  aren't
tatking about it.

In 1972, a memaoran-
o dum [rom the late FBI
Director J. Edgar Hoover lo
the Warren Commission was
quietly  declassified along
with several other documents
from the National Archives.
The memorandum plainly
states that Jack Ruby was an
FBI informant for a period of
almost seven months, from
Mareh 11 until Oct. 2, 1959,
During that period he was
contacted by FBI agenls on
nine occasions  Concerning
possible criminal activities in

Claws on murder
pushad aside 9

e

Dallas. Then the arrangement
was terminated, )

Some sources have -also
claimed that Oswald served
in a similar capacity for the
FBI in the late 505 and early
6Us.

Paid operative

W.R. Morris. a Tennessee
author, claims to have infor-
mation that Oswald was a
paid operative [or the Central
Intelligence Agency. He has
said he would willingly testify
to that effect.

Oswald was arrested in
New Orleans while distribut-
ing pro-Castro literature in
1963. He demanded “to sce
the FBL."

Afler speaking to an agent
and paying a $19 linc for dis-
turbing the peace, he was
quickly released.

But proof of Oswald's asso-
cialion with either the FBI or
the CIA_ 1l it exists, is sull
Llockt‘d away in the archives.

7N Police stopped a man in

Dealey Plaza on the
day of the assassination, He
dentihied himself with o ered-
it card and » Cabfurnia driv-
er's license assued o Jim
Braden.”

Real name

But his real name was
Eugene Hale Brading. He was
on parole at the lime and had
well-established links to lhe
Malia on the West Coasl. The
driver's license had been is-
sued to him just a few weeks
before his trip Lo Dallas.

When asked by the FBI in
January, 1964, why he had nol
given officers his real name
on the day of the assassina-
tion. Brading's reply was:
“They didn't ask me.”

As one further irony, Brad-
ing was also present in Los

Angeles in 1968 when Sen.

-~
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Robert Kennedy was assassi-
nated. Surely, Brading is one
of the few people alive who
can claim such a distinction,

In the moments [ol-

lowing the shols in
Dealey Plaza, Dallas police
picked up three men on the
railroad tracks just north of
the assassination site.

Released

Officer Roy Vaughn report-
edly flushed them out of a
soxcar at sholgun-point and
hey were taken back to the
seene of the erime for ques-
lioning.

But all three were quickly
eleased, without even estab-
ishing Lheir identities.’ Be-
rause of that. they are still

he object of controversy to-_

lay.

Photos taken of the men at
he time show lwo of them
)ar a more-than-casual re-
semblance to Frank Sturgis
and E, Howard llunt, two key
ligures in the Walergate bur-
glary.

FBI agents recenlly ques-
tioned several Dallas police-
men and showed them pholos
of the “tramps" in an effort
to establish or disprove the
Hunt-Sturgis connection, at
the request of the Rtockefeller
Commission.

No announcement as to the
FBI's conclusions—i[ any—
has been made.

ﬂ Officer  Tippitt was
found lying dead be-
side his squad car with his
own gun unfired when other

police units first arrived at
the seene.

An excerpl from the offi-
cial radio log of the Dallas
Police Department  shows
the following transmission
from Car 559, the hrst to ar-
rive at the corner of Tenth
and Patlon Streets in the Qak
CHIT seetion of the city:

“The shells at the scene in-
dicate the suspect is armed
with an automatic, a .38, rath-
er than a pistol.”

Revolver

Yet when Oswald was ap-
prehended a few minutes lat-
er in the Texas Theatre, his
weapon was found to be a .38
caliber revolver—nol an auto-
matic.

Because of marked differ-
ences in their design, revol-
ver or pistol shells would be
instantly recognizable to any
police offer.

Texas law requires

that the autopsy on any
murder victim be performed
within the stale, but federal
autherities pushed aside pro-
lesting doctors at Parkland
Hospital and whisked JFK's
body back to Washington
l\lvaithout complying with the

w.

At Bethesda Naval Hospi-
tal outstde Washington, a
Navy surgeon named Dr.
Hume performed the post-
martem  examination, al-
though he. was untrained in
forensic pathology. a general
requirement for doctors en-
gaged In such work.

Notes destroyed

Following Lhe autopsy, all
Dr. Hume's preliminary notes
and skelches were destroyed
on direct orders from the doe-
tor’s superior olficers. Th
final version of the autopsy isi
still among the secret docu-
ments in the archives.

In reaching its conclusions,
the Warren Commission was
shown erroncous drawings de-
picting bullel trajectories and
entry and exit wounds, ac-
cording 1o forensic expert Dr.
Joling.

The exit wound from Llhe
bullet that supposedly struck
Kennedy in lhe neck is be-
lieved to have been distorted
by doctors at Parkland who
performed a tracheotomy on
a man, wha was, beyond med-
ical question, dead.

No one can even be certain
of the whereabouts of Kenne-
dy's severely damaged brain.

“There's a receipt for the
brain in the archives.”" said
Dr, Joling. “but no one can
say for sure where the brain
is.”



