197 EAST 4th ST, NEW YORK, NY. 10009 / OREGON 3-3800

Sept. 9, 1968

Hyrold Weisberg

Coq 4'0Or Press

Route 8

Frederick, Maryland 21701

Deab Mr, Welsberg:

I intercepted your letter to Stan Stelner and read
it with a great deal of interest.

Being relatively new to The Guardian staff (I became
"eultural affairs® editor last April), I have no experience
with any decisions (or lack thereof) concerning your books.
I like to think that I bring no prejudices to them either,
Would you like to send them here again?

Incidentally, we are now in the process of setting
up our own publishing company. Conceivably we would be
interested in pubting out your latest ms =- if you're
interewted.

Irwin Silber
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Deer lMr. S1lber,

It is necesesary t- respond to your letter of 9/9 with caddor. 1 do,
with the reservstion that whst L sy is in confidence. ‘hen the time for meking
it public arrives, I will do so ss 1 believe I should, if I do.

The record of the Guerdisn oa the Xemnady zgaassinetion is st best
deplorsble, n its own way it is es corrupt es thst of the com:ercisl press. I
em not ssyin# thls was purposeful, but does the reason matisr, perticulerly with
such s paper. I svoke to bhe Cusrdien iz person, to Fuse Nixon 227 snother,
befors there wee any book on the assassinotlion. “cntrary %o vhat be would like
believed and what be vretends, “erk's wes neltbher the first nor cleose to it. I
wrote the Guerdlen, expleining thet I wes witlout funds, hed finel'y, efter going
through more than s hundre{ publishers, gone into debt to bring out & private
printing. I hed esrlier tu out 8 limited edition when thare wes indication of
nlsgiarism in France end & clear inference that the Irench committee had inter-
yened to block publicetion. thrcugh Sertre, incredills se it mwy secm. He never
snswared snd of my le bters, nor dld Cellimerd, ihc pubtlisher (:nd his)., The whole
thing wee #o heiry thet the French Zmbassy, ot the g.te. ~ end their volition -
suprlied me with free counsel., Thelr luwyer s21d that vwhit hed haprened wes very
represehensible but not sctionable under Fremch lew. Ferhaps thie molkes little
sense %o you, but it serms lile 1t 1s the [irst of 4 rik's underhand things to
nreserve the filfd for himself, There we.e cther thivge in Frineom, ke the
miblisher who mibt by then heve elrecdy cogtreated Lis book cetling me frr on
exclusive option (grented) a month beiore he bsd hi: presa party te smiounce
apresrence of Xark.s under his lmpribt. There wes hardly time for the trenslstionm,
atc., following hie request for en optiou on wine, I mevar henrd snother words

Sines then Herlc has besn stesling 1i'®m med. uite literslly, mnd not
slone from mee “hia does not mske hin ss unicue o8 oo might hope, but then, he
mekes pretenses others sschew.

As you know, Mark did get his "brief" published in ths Ousrdian. He
mekes gquite a thing sbout this in "A Citizen's Uissent". Mut in “Rueh To Judgement”,
whare itwss most eprropriste, sand wievs one of tho eales polnts wes the thoussnds
of fortnotes, thers is no fobtmote to tle Gusrdion. Sally “elfrege serenged for
his publicetion in Lnglend. <he so tvid m® herself, Find thls in the second toolk,
or the first, or in eny credlt- snywhers, Lark cunrnot scknowledge thece things
end meintain the pose of beirng the guy who did sveryithingz snd by the graot
depth of his good will tolerstes s1l the l.te-cening interlopers.

The tBuLh, ee only an irtimate kuowledge of the field csn show, 1o thset
he hasbtrought less to light then elmost snyona. His 1z remarfsdly irsccurate
writing. The bost thet csn be ssld for 1t 1 that be mcte 1llle ® pollire-court
lswyer. The difference is thet in » book there 1s no sdversary cn the other elde.

Impomible »g it mey ccoem, he defemes com-ercisl publizhers end libels
tho medis. ¥hile it without éeubt iz truse thet they sre sycophesnie, crooked, etc.,
he suffered zot ot &1l from the precs, which zeve him enommoua attentidn, end the
putlichers di2 net do snything 1i%e whet he represents, Hls account of the Crove
affair is fiction, kucwingly {}kse. bg pever performed on hie costract. Viking,
rother then ss he ssys, geve Him o long c-itique of his ms, with whet ere deseribed
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tox me as constructive sugrestions - 14 single-speced pages. MeCGraw-Hill's
editor, unsolicitedly, told me he considered the ms unpublishable, Rather then
the representation he gives of Norton, 1 refused to do what Norton esked because
it went too far the other wayx ~ the wey Mer{ seys they sre afreid to g0« They,in
effect, ssked me to charge the government wiln conspiracy. In short, the entirs
und=rpinrine of whet could heve baen on important snd much-nesded com-entary
on how the press feiled our soclety when 1%z fresdoxm nnd careful attantion wez
raquired emerges in a work thet is so dlshonest 14 will, unless co. rected, be
an historicel defense of the cbrrupt press. The seme is true of radio snd TV.
Mark personslizea the whole things, to meke it seem thet he elone ‘which is
phet 211 the ads say) did everything, =nd the csmprige was ageinst him ~l-ne,
@ had nothing $o dow with the “etromedis "Minority Report", except te well in
on someons else nlespe. His complsint ezairst "OR 1a serupulously dishonest.
dis people, regjrdless of their bsliefs, get to & ot snd hate & phoney. “ark
88 & way of couing through this wey to the shrewder. The truth is not vhet he
enys, becsuse they gave a single show 16 hours of prime, non-comrarcial time,
L imow becruce 1% was my show, I eviscerated Leuis Nizar end so b shed Theizssx
Uharles “oberts he nevsr sgain ricked = confrontetion. "hen 1 hed 22 slaaghtered
the “ommiseicn'e defenders, on the taping "OR Aoubled the agra3dd=to two hours and
then, sfter edvertising (expenasively) repeated the ssme four houre three tine .

1 can file a vlsglari=n sult on both books any #ima I want, It ig not
aven ski1fful thievery. lore, I howe him on tope sayine it 1= perfeetly 511 right
to steel and use encther's literary proverty.

The Guardian never resp-nded to my initisl recuest for haln, naver
responde %o my request that they sdvertise the bonk asnd keep the bonkstora's
profit on sales, etcs They nober reviewdd my first bosk until Selly sent lar
fnther » copy and he did one, monthe later, Incteid of raviewing pny on my othar
bon%s, the only cones, excavt to # decree, for Sylvias VMoaghar's, to bring = v new
fact to light, particulalrly the one I AlA an saw Orlesna, with a remarkaply
fine foreword by Garrison, you waited until months later &nd then did Bn
interview with Merk thon makes %t it seem thest rll tho stuff wes his., Then =
roview of "A Citizne's Dissent"that compléins the writers heve net rut the
subject in s proper context! Cusrdien reeders ere ursvare of thie only tedcuse
of the Gueprdian a partil.za:lty apd ebdicaticne. The mibtitle of my Socond bock is
"The FBI-Secrat”Servios Yoverup”, 1het of the third bork, "Case fa Cgnspircey
with the CUIA" , says and proves whet was being copared up,

Garrison s stuff on this cemes from me snd my writing, ag I will, if there
is ever any usePul vurpose to be served, tell you in dateil, beginning witk his
NBC stuff s year sg Jynes 1t ia from my unpubdished "Tiger To Pide", which I
outlined to him teecuae he eould not put hie own crse in perspective, T wos the
first writer to sprear tefora tha COrand Jury-(4/28/67). I delaysd this s~pearanca
thet 1 might get my own 200,00C ma in the mnil before ever mesting him, thus
praserving his integrity and mine. Hies more resant epeeches come from the Intro-
ductlon to my fourth book, "Fhotographie *hitewssh", rerticulorly the one in Los
Anceles in “ovember 1087, e was decent emough to invite me to teer it ss his guest

I was working in S¥) am his way of acknowledging, These, quita obrionaly, ara
t.ings I cannot snd will not say in publie, but they ere the reslities of work x
in this rare field where so much iz charecterized by thke most proficiant incompe-
tence, so0 much ot the resl work done by the unimowns. Nene, ineidently, sre men-
tioned by Mark, who seys » few nlcs things sbout those who are not his wwupetitora.

I heve just returned from “eshington snd want to get this nff ® fore
I return to work, so it is perhope les= couptehensible that 4 hope. I 4ry =nl tall
you what you heve done it adopting Mark et bis own terms, es the only ore when
he 1s, in fsct, the greatest vulnerbbility to our side. Lf you recall the ffpolo-
getie writinge, you will recsll tlLst they all focus on him. Mot onc, for example,
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AP, CB3, Sparrow, Valz, Doberts, etz., ev:n allege sgeinst my work whet theay

88y sbout his and Epsteln’s, The resson i: dusl: doctrinel difference emd fretual
gecurscys At some point the powerful forces will be able to ferce an ac-ounting,
snd when ihsy do, ch, toy, whet theyecen Go %0 us = through Matk] Tpose who resd
hi= becks, vho zst their beliefs frca iim, hove no inkling of thias, as I sald, Xkix
the most intimate Inowladge of the field 1= renulred. Vory few hove i,

This is part of whet bug-ed me in my letter to Steiner. I think that
while he end he Cusrdlen had every resscmxto trust Herk, that does not excuse
the charscters cf tha reviews end irterviews and the elitorial decisions, which
keve the dishonest affect of maldng your resders Lolieve thet the one prominent
neme thet really btrought nothing -ssentisl te lizht end has done absolutely
nothing on the csse since is the whdle cruessde, hhet resding (eand need I aamy
buying? ) pl# wark puts them home.

Also, I think you should kmow ho: I feel W fore we esngider my
busineas relaticpabip. I think the Cuardisn hes sbrsed ne eud in so Jdoing
hos abused the trust of its resders nnd 1ts ststed princlples. I taink the
Guardien hes demcustrated a bias snd pertisanshins the t melke me wonder., You
have alresdy teken s very fimm position. I cen ot but #ender whet you woulad
do #ith work requiring edvertisin- end premotion not by the 2ol pou heve zslled
"derling", onc alone, )

I hordly know whet to sy shous *hese bo-ke I Yeve 1t roush dreft.
tinclcently, T heve never hed time to publirh enything tut s rough drefb, I em
frying to mske books as topieal aa magatioe articles, snd I cen do 2 =01id bosk
foeter thon any mejor msgezine ¢oa turn cut en srticle. Mot only csnehuvs.) If
you vould liks to reed them, fine, then, parhips, w: con tel%, This bringe up
th= problem of the f=w coplas [ have, snd the urzent nzed for kesping eepias of
everything out »f “4g Brother's resch, Az of this wom:nt, I heve no copy to
epare of either, They are seattered pmong those working in tte field, by whieh
L meen those quietly doinz what Mark has failed %4 d0, real worls, sc they oen
lesrn whet 4 oW that 1s on paper, md a few publishers spd publicatione, If
this letter deesn t turn you off, perhena the CGuurdinn can give you » few days
to eome dom he-e-rnd re=d them end othar thingz -I'vo 2ot parhepe 3-4,000
pages of the onae-gseret documents that I have ronsacked, nntx sll of which sra
et in menuseripts, We can supply sccomodstions, We sre but an hour from sither
%eltimore or iashington end could meet you either place,

Thera i3 tho sdditionsl possd Bility of your 21stributing what I have
elrsedy publizhed, ¥e have been glving nholesclers a HOF discount. Three ol the
books sell for {4,85. Mne 1s still entimly fresh, +:ouzh merc then o yvenr old,
thanlks, in port, to Cusrdlan wmprressien snd in port te the pather sirong ang
succossful efiorts mede sgeinst 1%, It doole wth the sup ressed phokogrephic
ovidence snd nomes namas in attributinz motive.

Becauss I have in the post gone %o mush trouble and for s man who ie
§35,000 4n debt from the worky wsaningful expenso, igsending 315.70 worth of
books to the Cuardisn spacisl bondling end special d libwery, I wil. not glve
you eny morz free copies. You got them all and nover used cona. A:ide from ghary-
thing nlse, how you could hawe feilsd to use the firaet words Jim Carsisan
evar_wrote on the subject, entirely ascapes mee I would just feel had if I did,
end 4 hops you esn understand this. % 1s p~t hat I aa short on zoplez, I have
plenty of all the bo-ka., I jJust resent very much the to-me dishonzsty o the
Gueardisn en thia sutject, I will not use a more polite dssisnation to currv
your favor, sn! I will not do whet I think would destroy my self respaect., B-sides,
en aft r-thouch%: phone around o the bookstores snd try snd buy them and you'll
goe What rea2l suppression is,



As I said atove, I em more than #35,000 indebt from the work
1 heve been doiMz snd for which vou hsve keen so thoughtfully Been giving
others credit. I have had no incoms since the as=asainstion, Therefora, these
manuacriots must help repoyitheir coat. Can your publishing enterprice, 1 1%
every gots going, ofler me =ny ass=ursnces slone these lines? ™{thomt theh, I
Juat cennot deal with you on them.

. LIf you want a dlspassionate apvraisal of this worlk, why not vhone
"ince Salandris, e fhiledelphion 1 preeume iz nown 4o your peper. “e has
bustily scamed both of them, recently. e ie & lswysr and cen eounsel you
in other ways thet interest e publicher. This 1 sug-est ss an altarnative to
your eoming @ re snd re'-ins them. ‘nd thet, £ recogalze, is very unususl snd
most unlikely,

Thers remains stil! another possibility. There are sowe bonks i would
li2 to do in hnate and ean, hat i would lixe to do is turn out a rovsh draft
thot I weuld then rewd for securaey aud forgat sbout 1t so I csaq gn on to nther
works One ol these * hsve pertly done for enother purposeé and you can soon
read thet. The other would be & book on Ldwerd 4, bpstein and his "work",
pertieularly his current o6t ek on “arrieem, lis bew {orker piece is sbout to
come out as a 1king book. If we heve & chsnce to discuss tuis, I think it cauld
in nshy weys be en suspicious first ior your publishing enterprife, for with
e book on exsctlWthe oprnosite side vou ecould demsnd equel time on every outlet
thet sirs hime I %hink this book 15 celeulsted for heavy exposure. With s little
help [romseversl others in ths field who asve hsd personsl experiences with him
I hove not, I could t.rn out a more definitive worke Entirely alone, in less than
two wesks from the bsginninz, Lf my wife-typlst holds upy, I ean give vou a
documented full-length book with sn exciting aprendix of the sunrreased daw
“rlesns evidence thet iz properly part of aay book aporeising Gerriofn, e
reall should telk siiout thise I can also show you Low to have this ok on ssle
2 month from the tiae I stert wriving 1t, It is not st sll impossible. £rom tle
day I wrote the introduction until the day [ 2ot tue firet 100 off the bindery,
Lﬁotogreph!e Whitewash" was 23 days only!

That I anm snying 1= thet I taink § cea show you how to add a tspiesl
dimenslon Yo your projected Looks, how to <e2p thelr cost down, etc. I think I
don ashow you how %o reduce your inveatment, capital recuiremznts, etc., mnd
incresse your profite, on topicel subjects. “hat else deoes the wnrld end the
resding pudblic require today?

I eould do cnother very fust end fodrly def¥rnitive book on Osusid ag
3 govsommant ogent and whet relates to 1i, 8 book itust could be resl excitiag
sud entlrely new ir its content, a new dimeneion in the rield, reslly. You can,
if you dezire, see the rew metorisl, snd I think you csn get en idea from that,
Itz mey, hictoricelly, be ils mest choekdng bosk oi &Ll if you cen see it the
wny I do.

I think we should telx, I um teoo broke to fo to Yew York, ellieat =a
ths cost is, =nd 1 could not poesibly cerry enough sdth ue. 4lse, my now-reduced
workinz dey i1s sbout 18 hours, seven deys 2 week, lhare is mu# more work in
this subjoct then the experiencod sriter cen imegine, L wili be ip iew Yar:
about 11/22. bvut ss I look et tire, thet 1a 4o~ Tor iy the future to hsve eny
meaning 1n tils coatext. fut plesse bsli:ve me, the two bo~ks + have in minu can
be nuite exciting end with the dectrine the ebscnce of which Stelnar complained
nbout, That, in feot, hss been the doctriae of sll my witiog.

In writing you, risldrz ae I do your judgement that I am sbme kiod
of nut§ or an exokio 880y 1 have in mind letting you know exactly how I foele It
may turn you offl Sincerely, Enreld “eisberg
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