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Dear Bill,
Uver tho years I h,ve nlways been available for any help I mlzht be

#ble to give anyone

at the Enquirer and I can't recall = time I asked anythlag for these minor scrvices, I

have been glad to be of halp. As you will recall, we have never had a di
anything, even w) I've gone to some trouble to prepere nmaterial that ¢
used, What I you sbout earlier in the week, however, is different,

apute about
hen yaa not
If I have no

reason to beliewe anyone intended unfairress, I believe I was treatec unfedrly and

that the way in which the Enquirer killed the story of which you lmow compunded the
damage to me by foreclosing any other mariet for the hottest JFK as:assination atory
since the crime. I had been saving thet story for years, avaiiing a propitious tiwe, The

10th anniversary was that time. You went for it big, decided amainat i+

and then neve

me. I found out only by accident when I phoned bresuse I was getting radio end TV stiention

and wantew to kmow if jou wented me to promote your imsue,

You have your own style so when I wes asled for sonething excentional for you to maplk
the anniversary I also sugpested that you might want tn write it yourgelf. In tulldng

about the story = and I leid it all out in advance and it is precisely a
be- I said this is a story on which L Placed a high valus ané I would no
at your top rate. Of this also there was nover any doubt.

I aw now trying to sell the story t'or which the ideel time hag paae
what will hapyen or what I can expect,

Whatever the reason for Ki1ling the story, it hec nothing %o Go wit
no way anytidig the bnguirer did not know in advance. I do think your ob

s I suid it would
G sell it ercept

ed. I don't know

h ne and was in
ligation to me

is undiminished by your decision to killi, For ne, this ldnd of story repregented other

values and bunefi%s of which You are yrobably sware, so the fact that it
represents another cost to me. :

The cost of collecting the ldnd of proof you got is as‘tronomicsl,
long tine and a cortain amouni of abllity that in itself represeuts a co

did not sppeer

§t took & very

st and an investnent,

Measured ggminst those costs, it is not likely that if yoult hadl puic your top price it

could heve rupresented s real profit to me. Killing the storgt for what sppesrs to be

Teasols of policy and not telling me is therefore a minor disaster for Mee

You were not in on this at the beginndng, However, when Simon yms here I asked thut
there be sale abroad, where I believe there is a market for this ldnd of piece, anu you were

then consulted. Agnin I got no answer until I phoned, ano when I found o

ut you did not

txy to eell subsidiary rights, I wrote Ly ogent in Englond. Agedn the grewlins vorked over=
time, delaying my letéer to him., His response was favorable, but the enndversary was by then
upon us. However, had + been informed proopily — and that mesns in Septenber = thore would

have been plenty ol wime to arrulge for foreign use #lat would Lot huve
end would have lot me recover soue of Ly considersbie investnin: in tids

interfered with you

If I don't for a minute think that any of' this was deliberate and if I do imo- it is

exactly opposite all the deelings I have had with you over the yeers, I
at all that it did hapren this wayy, did hurt me, snd need not have if yo
merely informed me,

This is why I phened you, s0 we could discuss this and I ecould let
apparently did not when you were consulted and I was pent a check for $1

alpo have ne doubt
ur people had

You know what you
50« That swn mu'c’.h'

covers the extre time I put in on tids for Yyou and the cost of the copying I did for yous

'I'heoopiaslmuloa_arefeu. 80 the cost each is high,

I spent the equivalont of two workdng daye with Simon (who we liked very much). I spent
another half day with your photographer. Plus somo time on the phone and in getting roady. I

do not think the $150 is fair compensation even for that alone,
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This coincides with another story on which I was not treated as I am sure you
usually treat writers, the Gaudet story in New Orleans. I phoned and suggested the
story imnediately, the beglnning of the first day. Your people secmed interested.

Then they decided to scnd their own man, Sputh. The story, as he found out, was preciscly
as I had said to begin with and it is becausc it was thet it was killed. From what I kmew
there was no other possibility. If I had been told that you would not go for that story,
I could have tried elsewhere. When South was in New Orleans, I did help him, giving him
contacts and telling him %o use my name. I am sure that those he approached on my suge
gestion welcomed and helped hime For your purposes it may be irrclevant thet it has cost
me a considerable amount of money to get into a position to do these kinds of things. I
an not like the regularly-employed reporter who develops his sources and contacts while

I did not write to complain about this and my relations with Yyou in the past never
led to anything like this.

However, 1'd have felt better if I had been sent nothing.X&¥ 8ending me $10.00 for
taldng the story idea I sugpested when I already had 1005 of 4t in hand and more than has
yet appeared, going shead with it snd finding out only part of what I reported inmediately
and then taking more time of me, which I was and will be willing to give you, amounts to
an unintended insult.

These are exceptional experiences in my dealings with the Enguirer, They are quite
foreign to our personal relationships. However, this does not diminish their cost and
hurt to me. I do think the Enquirer can eusily afford to treatm me on matters 1ik- this
with what I would re re fadmmess. If I am disappointed over the end of the
fake threat againat N t would have have been a bhg deal to me and I would not
have mentioned it without other cause to write. I do think the $150 check for the fum
Russell thing, which is less than fair payment for the time I ppent with your people,
is something you should reconsider.

It has been some years sineo I did magazine work. Money was a lot tighter then.
However, I do not recall a single occasion on which a story was ordered and not used
in which there was not payment for the story as though it had been used. This used to
be the norn. +t cannot be otherwise today without gross unfairness to writers, If I
do not contest your right to make your own decisions, I do believe you should be
willing to pay for them.

And in this case the cost to me was greater because the manner in which all of
it was handled denied me the possibility of any foreign market for a story that, with
the timing of the 10th anniversaryy could have been gquite goode

I do hope you will reconsider this, as I hope you will try to put yourself in my
position.

I also hope your planning for your new project is going well,

Sincerely,




