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2/20/18

Ir. James 8. Rhoads, 4drchivist
Zational Archivhet
Yashington, D.C. 20408

Year Dr. Rhonda,

. New medical problems diagnosed last year have reduced my carablilities still wore.
There is much that I bave not been able to find and file. When I c¢an, howsver, I do
try to file the accumulation. Today I found the lettnr Mr. O'Helll wrote me under date
of Howember 15,1977, Attached to it is Senator Schwciker's November 19,1975 letter to
you. It is a poor ccpy on which most of what was writi.en by hand cannot be made out,

I would aporeciate a legible copy. :

I believe moue of my lettsrs hove received ne response. I recall one in which I
agked you if the numes of defectors you said you had to protect in the Jauvary 21,1964
Warren Coumission executive segaion transcript had not in faet been reloased by the CIA,
I would appreciste it if all such o¢ld matters that are without response would aot be
reasponded to.

¥ith regard to defectors }ou chaimed you had to protect the FBI has now Jodned the
CIA in releasing records relating %o them, witbout withholding their names and other
inforwation abvout them, including what -ould be deseribed as of a personsl sature, I
an sure you are aware of what tho Attorney Yenersl has held to Ye policy now with
Tegard to the privucy exemption in hiatoric 1 cazes,

{ne example of these FBI ruleases is a Rosen to belmont memo of 11/23/63. In it
idbero Picclardelli, Robort E. Webster and Nicholas Petrulli are identified and deacribed.
Other 78I rocords indicate a search for and intervicws_with these men ismediate after
the Harren Voumisnion executive session of January 21, 4 delay of morz than two months
in th. FBL's gearch for them togother with that srarch coinciding in time with this
Comsission aession strongly suggost that these are among ths names you ¢laimed you
had to withhold and thés had te withbold that tramscript from me.

Tour repressntationa with regurd to Hr. Nosenko ani the Yune 23 t"assenpt were
aven stronger. He was, I was told, in dunger of being essassinated if anything about
hixm or his wheregbouts became known,

Now it is known that he was intervicwed by Edward J. Epstein who, by the most
remarkable of coincidence:, writes what the CIA likes to have writtem and in a project
published accounts of which ssy it invelves a holf-million dollars and a very large
sffort by the deaders Digeat. ilzo no doubt coincidence is the fact that the project
director on this wbushing operation is Joha §arron. to woow the FEI ami CEA leaked
extenaively for his book XUB. That book diccloses that ir, dosenke was interviswed by
iy, Bar-on and that just about all the fus.ian defectors were in communication with
Mm and he in correspondence with thom.

The claime. need for protcction se:ma to be invoked aselectively - not whbth those
whose uriting ia like by those officials xho withhold from me.

Todght's Star reports that Epatein also had access to 10,000 records classifisd
secret, 1'd be surprised if any one of those pages is not within my requests under FOIA
that remain without response.

If you have forgotter, this rélates to current litigatien. I would appreciate hearing
from you about these withholdings as sovn az possible. If a reviow leads you 50 decide
to releass thesc transcripts to se now I would spureciata your phoning to let me know
80 I can arrange to give them to the press and to make ayzelf available to respond to
any questions about them,.
3inoerely, Earold Weisberg



2/20/718
PH:

4 note I attuched to the 0'Neill letter says I sent you copies of it and the
a“tached Schweiker lotter.

I don't kmow if you have checked to se. which of the listed dccuments is available,
Some look familiar but if I have them they are in the ubfiled accumulation,

If you have them I'd like to know before I pay Archives'! high rate for copies.

I believe that having them will be of poscible value in litigation. It should
reflect that classification and withholding were not really justified or necessary,

&ny account of the Epsteink book can have the same values. I'u sure Jim will
glve the court that in tonight's Star. !

The combination of factors may lead toc government to rolease these transcripts,
If they do I will hold a press confercnce to give them away, as I havedone on prior
occagions with other records., And I'll send you a copy frou which you can provide
coples to others who may want thems

In case we come to a bridge to cross.
L)

4any reflection of access to records withheld from the rest of us in the Epsteink
opus can be of importance in freeing other withheld records as well as in litigation,
so + hope  that when you read it you will keep this ih mind and provide what you spot
to us s0 Jim can use it.

Jim is surprised that no reporter has called me to ask about the stories about the
Epsteink theorizing. I'm not. I believe most will recognize it as preposterous,

Jim also mentioned that Lifton had rhoned him secking & mesns of me gending those
60,000 pages out there because he can get 1,000 pages copied free each week, He said
that Liften is to write further. Howaver, the notion appears to me to be iispractical,
Jot only is the packaging and shipping outside my capabilities, it would take more than
& year. And nobody else would have acces. for that period,

Even for Lifton this seems pretty extreme. has he flipped out again?

He is capable of all sorts of vildness, if you detect any I trust you will be wiliing
to let it be known that before t obtained these records, before any were released aside
froa the three volumss you recktved that I did not then know about, I took the initiative
with others, including you, seeking support in the legal effort and an arrangement under
which copies could be made for those wanting them while the records were still in D.C.

This may not be what some others would like to believe But you know it iz true,
There is precedent in my getting the Texzas records at the Yiborary of Congress and other
such depozits around and with other things, I think your ONI mircofilm and the 1972
Archives releases.

If they decide to just give me these xmwwmyix transcripts, which would not be pre-
cedent, perhaps it would be easier if I let the AIB make its own copies and then forward
the one I'd be giving you?

Sincersly,



