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July 15, 196k

To: J. Ige Rankin
Frem: W. Dovid Sawson

SubJpet: Preposed soferences to the “eonfidenticl Soviet Unicn
sowree, the relisbility of whilch hes rot Leen estebliszhed”
in the Fereign Conspi.r...cy and Russlan sections of the
report

You have asked thet I quete thoce scetlone of the ropert in
\mic‘“ I propose to uce the cenfiduunilal Coviel Union scurce described
cbove. The portions which will o included in the scction on the
exictence of a fareirm conspirecy are:
L]

1. Ths ggency with primery recponsibility for exumininy
all defecters cxrriving in Russiz 15 the K63, and Coweld vas o rcs:r_..olj
trou:,ht to its attenticn as coon oo he m=3e knowm his intenticn t

dafect. Im 1959, at least, virtuslly o1l Intouriat guides were :'.63

aceuts or imc:—* 2uts, S0 W ean also coowne thizt Cowald's guide, Dimo
“’ﬁro. ox._, s Lollcuic ;; criors frem o KCB or at lzest wos guided by

her tral nng 1n KC2 pethods. Ac Cowald's Historics Z..rv notes, che
inforzed ber superiors of his desive %o defect and holped hin Graft
his letier to the Supreme Soviet on Cetober 16 aching for Soviet

¢it izemhi .

The KO3 nide wge of the time providzd ‘.;v Oc1=ld's

miting in losccow to leorn s wmuch as t’:cJ could cheout hin thwourh
’h:.:::. ::r.i tircrgh virtunlly everyone else ot tha Fotel I r1 in where
he wen sicylinz, in an oticomt o cssess ms possible wselulness o
the Soviet Union os & defeccter. (A8 you can sse, I have nod foli
it was nocescary to atitoibute the following to the Soviet Unien cowrce,
cven thouzh thnt pource is whwe one I uced fer this inforroticn. I
telleve that we eould eccily obiain o letter fram the CIA stoting thoi
in their opinion the fcr'w"‘nu is true, as a matiter of general
onerating procedures in Rucsia. ) :

2. A ccki’iﬁr*nti..l So';iat Union scurce, the relizbility
of vihich has not been deternined, hac ctated that Oowald, alfter he
wos giv«.n the uwsuel exominat icn th. 13 gives to ell delfectors, waa
rt.,Jec..cd. btecause he wos considered not mentally cteble and not too
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intellizent. The osulclde cttompt, cccording to the seme source, only
confirmed the XGB in tho correctnescc of its cpinien. The KGB
cupnosedly never reversed its deeision not to accept Oswvald, and so
inforned him when he was released from the Dothinslkaya Hospitel. Cswald®
then allegedly thrcatened to attonpt suicide agrin, but before the
cituation recched the crisic point anocther Sovict ministry--probebly

the lHEnistry of Forcign Affcirs--intervered ond tock the rezponsibility
for approving O;}Iald's opplication for permiscion to stay. The Ministry
of Forclrm Affairs was presumably interested in Cswnld for his potentlal
prepegands beneflt and thorefore was not daterred by the KGB's

diopgrfocis of him cs montally unstable. Although the Comaission kas oo
woy of toesting the relicbility of this scurce, it 1s interesting to

note that the purported shift of Oswnld's case from the XG3 to th
Kinletry of Foroilpgn Affairs, shortly after his relecce from the hocpital
Iits well with an entry in Oswvald's Diory ccm::’sntin:; that the cfficials
he met aftor the hospital treatment were different fram thoce he hod
dealt with before. The Diocry cniry expreossces same irritotion ot the
foeot that the now offielnls asked him many of the same questions ke had
already answored two weeks enrlier. (The forecoinz is taken from the
very end of ny discussion on vhether Oswald was sccepted unduly coen
for pormarent residence, in the Soviet Union. I do not rely ot ell

upon the parzpreph just quoted Tor the conclusion I cars to, that
Oowold was not acceyted unduly soon. The foregolng is just put in for
its general interest cnd to show that wa are awere of the gowce.)

' The folloving quotes are talken frem Cowald's Life in Russoia.
3. On the third doy after Lis wcarivel, October 19,

O=wald was probobly intervieved in hiis hotel rocam by a roperier from
Redio Moscow., Two years loter, when ke wes trying to return to the

" Uaited Stotes, he told the American Embossy officlals in Moscew that

the interview had ccowred. Ostinld said that the reporter represented
himself as scalking statements firem Americon tourists on their inpressions
of Moscow ond thot I hed therefore mede @ feow routine cenments of a
visiting-touwrist noture, the whole interview losting po more thon two
or three minmutes and of no politicezl sismdficconce. The inforation
vaich the Commnission hos on the ordinary procclures of the KCGD; the
Soviet Azency chorged with the responsibility for esplonoge end counter-
esplonsge ectivities, would indicate that the so-called "reporter” wos
in reality o XGB agent sent to assess Oswnld's desirsbility z2s o
defceter from the point of view of that cgency. The centents of that
interview was thercfore probobly not as innocent as Ocwald later
described them. (Just es in mumber 1 ebove, I beliove tlat we can .
cbtain a letter froa the CIA confirming the truth of this 28 a matter
of goreral operating procedure for the KGB.) :
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L, Seme insisht cn vhat wos goling on behind {he ceenes,
*c:ncv-x %o Oswmld, has reen siead by tine Centraol Intellirence Azsacy.
m Azency's imor‘n tion on normnal KOO hondling of fnerican delecters
V'*uld fmlicote thot virtenlly everyone ulo h._c. conteet with Coweld ot
Uuis time, uhich woald 1nc~lu_° Rirm Ghircliova cn,l the Radio loscow
"z.poru..r, enony othars, wus g RGI3 Infarwant. mir ‘iob was to accees
s2old fram every possiblzs point o2 vicw, for exemle, his claccrity
1.e., viethcr his stated reasons for wanuing o a:.uccc =ro the rc.'"l
cnos o whethisr ke was perhops en ezent of f:m"j.c‘.-n zn’uelllccncv and
planted for the pupocse, hic n"ycho»o*_ca.l stubility, ond nis

-.&rm'.!l-"*nc f\ccom ng to o Soviet Unicn ccures the rcli:bilit*r of

which has not tee cc"\._..x':“, 1o KOB deeidsd to weject Cownld's

Fak e c**ion Tor p:.'::.::nc_nt residense in the Sovied Uinden on ‘I:"‘f‘ crounds
4194 e was "not rosdad . . . 8o being couplotely normod wentally

nor was 2 cansidared to te very inb..._x* cenwt.™ IZ thia :::cou::t is
ccoreet, it mrst kave beon w.u dzoinion, coummmicetad to Cownld on
the cvening of Cetober 21, thot precipitated his suicide atiomt. ’
Accerding to the same cowee, ‘..L:: avtimoted suicide only confirmed

the correctroese of tb‘* R@'s initial adverce Judoment.

S. Tk cexs Soviet Unleon sowres pr vious";r moaticned
’*..s sioted that the KGB deocision not to accept Oswald wes nover
rcrscl. recwiably, therefore, hic continued *we cpez In the Soviet
L'::ic‘-x wos o result o- ca interventicn Ly coz=o other arsney of the
svict govermment. Tho Minisiry of Ferslon ".i‘f:.u" vould ol a
10:; col guess, beeause 1t would bave boeca intaresited in Oounld Tor
nl.. propoconida valve oo a defcctor, rathzr ’-'n "w the we ke mizh
wva been o8 ses2 cort of ooont or a3 & soures of inteiligones infore
r....»ion about the Uattiod Stoates.
6. e pecount of this ..n’:,m Ao In the Historic Dloxy
..lco totes that ths officisls to vhau hix spoke an Oeiotor 25th colwed
Lom obout the otkeor official vho hod sromos 1 hilm corlicr, Lelore
i*c wos heopltalized, ond then proccedsd €5 ofk cuwd of W2 fame
guocticns ke ind alroady onsiored Sov othar olficinl. Counlld
cozrants o1 this that there must hove Tooin e L‘:‘.T. or commanicatien
tetvoon 2 men who vmre now intorsicyins b ond the oo who had
intorvicrsd Lin provicusly. i : v i the Commiscion's
informotion tint ths KGB, o TopT ; WAS Prosnnbiy

% NN

ha Cirst official who cnoke to & to L:.m’.s cf Cswld

ani th..t the groun thica plcked h::x w afice his hecpital stey wes

frran scma other bronch of the Soviet stote.

7. A Sovict U-x._on zource, the roliabliity of which has

not been escerteined, cays thot aftor e decisicn was mode o oon
(.\..n.d W :"*f"' his doeraytoos 1; g coted 4o bring Coumddls Tils upe
to-Cate oz troncfexr 1% to "m K@D eiffice in *“-u. cit Tis wus donre.

Accoupanying the £ile to Miosk was a cover lstier in .st*uctm the
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