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Harold Weisberg
Bt. 8, Frederick, Md. 21701

12/11/74

Ms. Pat Welch

Naghville Tennessean
Nashvillo, Tegg.

B&HI’ P‘t.

Receiving a copy of your 11/10/74 roundup yeuterday rewinded me that you have
2ot sent ms the $10.00 for Frume-Up and that bscause you didn t return it I hed to

mail one with a letter of apology to the ban to whookd I'd promised it.I would approciatte
a checlt, ‘thanka,

I waa also wwrprised at the opon partisanship of your story. Disappointed, too.
I did not really expect the nom=American doctribe of the nlmnsmed J

to lingor or o infulence what the paople «re persdtted to lmov and think in a socioty
that is in theory representative,

Iz it thut, as your lead says, that the adversary systez of Justice was not designed
tobring out the truth? Do you really believe that this country was founded on the principle
that truth and justica ape separable?

I'%a really surprised that you could sit through that hearing and not still be
able to distiaguish betwuen theory and practise and to write a pisce that is so indif-
farent to practise. in your peice 1 add unreported practise., You have the most distihguiched
praciitioner of suberting justice wearing the white hat. The absent whitc hat, that ia,

Surprised, too, that all the docwnts we put in the nature of which wus not
bayord yowr comprehansion are just the XXBAEX "floating of no much flotsam and Jotsaa,"

& pargestion that peams to be wmiquely yours. in print, that is. I Juow who says so, but
doasn”,t for a winute belisve it,

You have a claver way of waaving fuet togethar mo the peopla of your state can
really underntond what zoes on, how their government snd their systen of justice vorks,
How thedr officials do, too. Thus, "“The =y cism of Ray'a lawyera, malkdng statements
and filing motions for show rather them out sic] legal duty, was a ped undercurront
throughout the case." Fortis, Heary couldn't have salg 1t better, Didn't? We were pulling
"stunts" wnd we "lucked into another issue...that Kay s meil had been photocopled upd
furnished to the prosecuthon.,." Well, all of the motfons we filed, mone of waich you
daseribe, were for discovery of supyresssd evidence and those motions are publio and if
¥e "lucked" into a gingle dry hole I cen't remember 1%,

Frejudice doesn't sursrise ms as mnch ap oubrlght lians*But they were mmakls to
satablick that any lotters to scnd from attorneys of rwcord had beon intercested.” Thip
no doubt derives froa the fact that we actually mput inio evidence intercepted comsunicastions
between Hay and gll hia previous lawyers., Some of the product of thet "show' wtuff that
we just "lucked into."

But, having decided that "It was James Earl Ray's lawyers, not JamesZarl Hay, who
were in efrect, on trial bufore McRae," which io cortainly the mogt ori unt to say
Bovel tramslation of an appeuls court dictum that a5} the paople involved earlier did feaks
and demunds a "full scale judicial inquiry" I suppose tids wus the least you could do for
Prime news sources, the homor of your calling und the decency of soclety. To say nothing
of the earlier policy statement of a publisher,

I have no resantasnt at being called the irrelovant, a former chicken farmer, I
found it wreformble to aome_ of the things I was called upon to do as m writer. I'd begun
fo learh this when a city wditor told me a story I had written wouldx not please the owner,
It is what made mefs syndicatud feature writer (Phila. Ledger Syadicate) bufore I was old
snough to vote, I also have no resentment at being called a former Washington correspondent
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(incluiing for ir, Nixon's friend Aumenberg) or a former inveatfigative reporser (whose
i exposes vern regularly folloved Dy govermmont actiom in tsldng over Maagi corporations
i and tho collectiny of fines of as much as $160,000 at a time) or a former imteiligmce
amalyst. L have no resontment at all about having been in largs part ressomsiblo for
amending the Freedom of Information law (see Congressionsl ¥ecord 5/30/74) and being
aredited for 1%, not svem if I as socused of having a tiny part of reaponsibility for
the overriding of Mr. Ford's vato as an early mct of his "ojom aiministration,"

I an, in fact, pervorsely stavistic, I delight in doimg things well. I am Prowd
of being efiicially the best chéclen furssr in tha countyy in competition, of being
officially the bewt barbecuer im the comntry (and popularizing the use of a marinade ss
& barbsous sauce) and Hiat my wife, also officisl, was the best cldcken cook in the
whole countrye, XI'm mugh pronder of what she coolks that some of the things other women do,

I'a w0 odd & ball at I #eo 20 reason to hide that My first comtuot witi your
part of ihe country was when I luved wnu worked there with the FBI for four momths wnd
with a forwer Assdatunt Attoreey Senerwl ol the United States who was in chargs ofw
what dn dts day wes o Jasous prosecution. Were I ashawed of huving bewn a Senate investie
gator and editor and borrowed by the Depardaent of Justice to work im your area from the
Sengto of course I'd not be telling you.

1t 1o wot wccwuie, lwwever, to say that I "am not interested im maicing momey," )
would much prefer %o live well amd not %o be im debt. But I have a previons record, if
you weuld 1like %o hold it wgminat uwe, of working for primciple snd without jays es &
British agent in econcmic intulligwiice in World War I,

Uf course noms of this experience 1s relevant to what I did ~ exouse ="lhcked
into" = itw in tha case you covered, if I may use ths wored,

1 it uot Judge Battle who mads chicken yelevant? Chickenms aud xwcks that all
ciickens huve? Porsy Foreman, your bero, flew sll the way to New York City to get sore
fres publicity in his caspaign to prove "the imerdcan syatem of adversary justice" does
not work when he lesmmed he wovld heve a evack at o chicken's nnck, He olected to flee
ith his mukeup utill on instesd.(As I gee Mim in your copy ho still wears makeup.)
dnd thon Hanry made u fuw panues at a chicken's meck ~ the nock on & ehdcken who not only
never ran but always made the Beck availabls, But the chicksm stild has the nock ani it
gl atlll soruwed on stiwighiiesry haws lhed experience with ehickenz from Heryland snd
"Tigers" froa Texas snd in Hewphls he produced no tigor %o tesr up a chicken, Which pets
ua buck bo Judge Badile wed his (fake Bluckwellis word for it, "Churchillism”) "Soms
chickan, som: mwak,"

There was another chicken story recentiy. AP carrded it 11/22/74 for us's
with a later rewrite. UFI put in on the wive I #1dn): on 11/27/74 for w.e 11/28, 1%
wee 2 faroul tale about chickens im other covrtz. I your morgus clippsd snd flled it
I'a appreciute copies vhem you send the check,

In this I do hope you do mot esulate Hemry, who tried to beat me out of twice as
much and was longer Tinmally deoiding to pay. I do have an interest in money becsuse I
buve so little. And plesse don t be a bit wsbarrassed at haviug cilled me Duttom in
eaylng that I did the book youwill be paying for myself. I'd have been exbarrassed,
after what we got from that "dry hole" Dell im one of those "wotions for show!" because
Dell'; first rep-iat of sy first hook was only for a quarter of a million and they
reprintad it only four times,

Sinceraly,

(nk £ dod b ol

Harold Wedsborg
Pe5e There cawe a time during in-chambers conference when Judge MoRme described we as
"an outspoken man,” Henry did not tuke issue,



