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' SHERIDAN CASE

IS UNDER STUDY

Court ,to Demdg Issues in
JFK Probe

Federal District Judge Alvin
B. Rubin took under considera-
tion Monday two legal questions
growing out of newsman Walter
Sheridan’s connection with Dis-
trict. Attorney Jim Garrison's
probe of the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy.

Under consideration by the
courf are the issues of whether
Sheridan should be reguired
to appear before the Orleans
Parish Grand Jury and
whether the district attorney
should be enjoined from prose-
cuting Sheridan, a National
Broadeasting Company news-
man, and Richard Townley, a
WDSU-TV reporter, on bribery
charges.

Representatives of Garrison's
office asked that the suit filed
by Sheridan and Townley be
dismissed.

At the conclusion of technical
arguments ' Judge Rubin said
that, after he decides issues
argued Monday, he will set a

torneys ‘involved and possibly
set a date for an evidentiary
hearing.

Sheridan was subpenaed to
appear before the state grand
jury shortly after he and Town-
ley were charged by Garrison
with attempted bribery of Perry
Russo, a principal witness in
the district attorney’s assassina-
tion investigation.

At Monday’s hearing Milton

"|E. Brener and Edward M, Bald-

win, attorneys for Sheridan and
Townley, claimed that Sheridan
would be without adequate legal

J{counsel if he is called by the
‘|grand jury: and that' he- may
- |give testimony. wl‘uch wm be

sincriminating,

During  arguments Judge
Rubin asked Brener: if ‘he
thinks that Sheridan may be
threatened with other charges
if he testifies to' the grand
jury.

Brener said, “He s been sub

penaed before the grand jury,

pre - trial conference with at-|’

Italy.

a 23-year-old Italian hlpple,_
was arrested in - Florence,
Italy, Sunday and charged
with threatening to put LSD
in Dutch Queen Juliana’s
drinking  water.
royal family is presently va-
cationing at Porto Ercole,

The Dutch |
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and we feel there will ‘be other
charges. We feel strongly that
Mr.. Garrﬁon does -not “intend

|to_stop with one charge.”

. However, Assistant Dlstrlct
Attorney .{ames Alcock asserted
that it is positively the position
of ‘the - district attorney that
Sheridan will not be asked any
questions connected = with the
bribery allegations.

Vg

the . district attorney agamst
¢ jeridan,

the district attorney should

| | Brener alleged that there has|
% |been discrimination and “selec-
ve enforcement of the law”’|

n the issue of whether orf

jnined ‘from proceedmg'-

with the prosecution of Sheridan
and Townley, Judge Rubin said
that the question is whether the
plaintiffs have exhausted their
remedies in the state courts.

Alcock claimed that Brener
and Baldwin were unable to
present any cases to holster
their position and that the
federal court is without juris-
diction to enjoln the prosecu-
tion, -

“They are “trying to short cir-|

cuit the state processes "' “Alcock
clajmed T -p j
* Sheridan's attomeys claimed
that recent rulings of the United
States "Supreme Court dealing
with the right o_counsel- extend
.a person ap g hefore a

grand jury; but Alcock contend-|
ed that Sheridan will have the|

right to leave the jury room
and seek his attorney’s advice
if he is asked a question which

he thinks may violate his rights.|:
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