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THE ADVANCE MAN

ARTICLE lli: Daflas.

By JERRY BRUNO
and JEFF GREENFIELD

IWASTHEldnnumm!orJuhnKm-

nedy’s trip to Dallas,
Idnn‘zmnmm‘lld.nywhnﬂldun‘t

seeing the route of the

to end the trip.

I mow that for more than a
blamed myself for his murder. I don't
th:twnya.nymnre,url!lﬂn.ldnn’t
it. And T don't blame any politiclan or pres-
mmpfurutﬂnzupthochﬂnlh!
ended on Elm St outside that School Book
Depository.

1 don't have any conspiracy theory
offer, But I h: think it's Import
to show how all of the tiny, stupld, petty
political fights and feuds can shape 4 com-

plete change In the world, In history. It

dcesn’t prove anything except how dumb it

htammk-nyoru.lmﬂymemtml
events, how much It's all up for grabs.

The trip to Texas

was politieal from

BOOK the word go. There

was nobody pre-

DIGEST this was &

“non-political” tour

Taxas looked fike a big trouble spot for hiy
reelaction.
Why? First, Kennedy was In danger of

Goldwnter became anything except an odds-
on favorite).

Sacond, the Texas Democrats wers com-
pletely, hopelessiy split, Brisfly, Texas b
srals znd conservatives In the
Party were 50 angry at each other that they
were cut for each other's blood, first and
fast.

| T went o ses Senator Yarborough toward
‘e end of October. Yarborough, A maverick
theral in Texas politics, was a supporter of
Fennedy, and T liked him. But he was angry
ind bitter, He described how Covernar Con-
mlly and Viee President Johnson were
prewing him; worse, ha sald, they'd be after
lohn Kannedy in a minute if they thought
hay could get away with It politically. He
vas sure that Connally would want to run
ha whole Texas trip to embarrass him, and
s it turned out, he was pretty nearly right.
i
; * * *

Thiz was really golng to Be-a wonderful
\teip; not only would I have all the usual
garbage, but every siop, every appearance
fwould be fought over by contacts from the
Connally-Tohnson wing, versus the Yar:
borough wing of the party. Right after T
{spolee with the Senator I ealled O'Donnell at
the White House.

“Listen, Kenny,” T said. *T know you al.
ways give me the best jobs, the easiest trips,
and this ts really going to top it off”

*Look,” he said, “it's not the easiest trip
in the world, but It's one thing the President
wants to do and we're going to have to
make the best of It.”

With those cheery words I left for Texas

Just to show how smooth it all was, T'd

d to meet with Conmally’s people

the next morning It gott

worse.

eratie
and the proposed schedule they showed me
was as if all of Yarborough's supporters

Kennedy would make and whom he would
be allowed to speak to.

The Women's Building wans & sprawliing
auditorium which could hold 4000. To flll It,
we would probably have opened the place
up after lunch was served so the peopls in
Dallas’ could have coma in and heard Ken-
nedy. We would have organized labor com-
mittees, chicano committees, women and
blacis, to turn people out. It would have
been a way for Kennedy to say symbolically,
“I want to speak to all the peopls of Dallas."

The Trade Mart was an enclosed setting.
The lunch would be an expensive affair, but
more Important, It would be closed off. Tt
would have been totally under the control
of the Dallas Citizens' Council—no relation
to the White Citizens’ Couneil, but the estab-
lighment group that ran that town's polities,
soclal life, snd everything else, A Trade
Mart luncheon would be a rich people's
luncheon: a way of idestifying Kennedy with
the Dallas establishment,

There was ona other key factor In the
choice. The Women's Bullding auditorium
was a low-roofed affair. That meant the
luncheon dais could only be one level high—

far away from Kennedy as possible, to prove
who had clout and who was out of It—the
Russinn May Day ldea agaln, that the closer
you were to Number One, the more impor-
tant you were.

There was another point about the Wom-
en's Building site that didn't seem impor-
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body
have planned it for any city except
because

untll & day or two befors the President's
visit,

On the night of Naov. 20, Kennedy flew
to Texas. At & time like this an advance

to hold? Wl the people bring signs? Will
the crowd be friendly? What about hecklers?
Will the advanos man get the key to open
the President's sulte, or will he have to
stand in the hall for 20 minutes? Wil the
press get e?

typewriters and
‘Will we lose the motorcade route? And sud-
denly he's on the way, and If it breaks right,
it's liks the curtaln golog up on a hit. The
bands play, the crowd cheers, the speech gets
applauded, and the President is [n bed, the
day's gone well, and we got through It

Pos!
Daily
Magazine

almost physically attacked a few weeks

get off, I got to get off” ha
voice sounded dlifferent

Ralling toward Dalles
and death,

Then | waz angry,
furious . . . the President
had been shot because
wa went hers intfead

of there.'

m&m—wzwmm; except what hap-

I called back tha White Houss switche
board and asked for Dallas.

“Phera's been some trouble down there™
the oparator sald “We can't get through™

Just then a secrelary came running up.

“Jerry, Jerry,” she was yelling. “The
ticker's got a light flashing. They say the
President was shot.”

1 ran over to the Associated Press wire,
with & red light flashing, meaning urgent

coming, and thers was the flash:
SHOT.

arations. T'd always laughed at.

Then I was angry, furlous, at Connally
and his demands to contrel the trip, where
Kennedy should go, and now the President
shot because we went here instead

then T thought about me—about how
the ona time I didn't just stick up
a son of & biteh for the place



