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Mr. Harold Weisberg
7627 0ld Receiver R4.
Frederick, MD 21701
USA

Dear Mr. Weisberg,

I hope this reaches you. I have the address from Groden and

Livinstone's High Treason (p. 413).

I would like to read your Cage fop Conspiracy with the CIA. I
have read Garrison®s On _the Trail, which seems to make the same
case, but perhaps you have more.

I saw the ITV documentary "The Men Who Killed Kennedy"™ here in
Dec. 1988, in which you appear. This really turned my head
around. Since then I have been obsessed with what I guess we can
only call the secret history of our country and the world.

I have a few questions and would be very grateful if you could
respond. I1I'll list them for convenience.

1) Have you written anything lately on these topics? I know you
have also worked extensively on the MLK case. I have just read

Melanson's The Murkin Conspiracy.

2) Do you know Tom Davis' excellent catalogue (Tom Davis Books,

PO Box 1107, Aptos, CA 95001-1107)? If you have it, I wonder if

you would be kind enough to give me some hints about what to read.
I am interested in all of the topics, but it's hard to know where
to start and I can't buy everything, and otherwise I have to work
through inter-library loan here, which takes forever. Let me tell
you what I have read: re assassinations, Groden and Livingstone's

High Treason, Garrison's On the Trail of the Assaseins, Scheim's
Contract on America, Lifton's Best Evidence, Marrs' Crossfire,

Melanson's Murkin Conspiracy. Turner and Christian's The
r of RFK. Davis lists a number of works by Joesten

and others as "mses." which look particularly intriguing since one
might assume that what is not published or easily available is
more likely to be the truth: Ted Gandolfo, The HSCA Cover-Up

1987, Roger Craig When They Kill a President 1971. Do you know
these? The works by Sutton on The Order?

4#) Do you know Carmichael et al., H 8 nraveled,
published by Liberty Library? I believe this 1s the LaRouche
organization. What do you think of LaRouche? Some people think
he is right about some things, despite the anti-Semitism.

5) I have Just read Hepburn's Farewell America in German
translation. He seems to have gotten everything right--in 1968!
Some think he was/ig French intelligence, but whoever he is he
must have either been in on the assassination plan or talked with
someone who was. Or else a brilliiant liar. At one point he
mentions, quite mysteriously, the name Morgan Davis. What do you
think? Do you have any idea who he is/was? Do you know anything
of the history of the book? It's the only publication I know of
which seems to have been written by someone on the inside (and
telling the truth). But why doesn't he mention the war?




In a single mail I received similar inquiries from three educators. To a degree
their questions are the same or simialr., Where some iiay not have expressed interests
expressed by others, my response may possibly be of interest or value. In addition,
I am now 77, have had a series of illnesses during the past decade and A half, and am
limited further by recovery from open-heart surgery. So, I hope you will understand why
I use this means of response. '

For context I begin with a general observation. The political assassinations
were never really investigated officially. While I have done little work on the assassi-
nation of Robert Kennedy, I am certain that the statement that there never was any.
official intent to really inésfigate it either is true. One can conjecture about the
reasons but the fact is withbut reasonable question. On the JFX and King investigations
I've obtained about a third of a million pages of once-withheld records and I base my
statement of f;ct on records disclosed to me in the series of BOIA lawsuits by means of
which I obtained those records. '

The lack of any realf official investigations mesns that those interested in these
crimes have no real leads for private investigations, While this is less true in the
King assgassination, those leads do not provide a basis for determining who did kill him,
I am without doubt that Ray did not.

The records I obtained have always been available to anyone who cares to come here
and go over them, Their volume, obviously, is in itself a barrier to meaningful access,
without an enormous investment of time., &4s a practical matter, where people have been
able to focus their interests, they have been able to use of these records. in
recent yeurs I've been able to get students from local ['bod College to make the searches
and- copy vwhat writers, IV -people and others in the media have wanted. 411 I have will in
time be a public archive at Hood College.

Most of the literature is of conspiracy theorizing - whodunits. Two conspicuous
and excellent exceptions are Sylvia Meagher's Accessories After the Fact and Howard
Roffman's Presumed Guilty, but both have been out of Iak print for many years and not
many of either were printed. So, few are available second-hand.

What this means is that there are few books that can be used as textsin what I
regard as responsible teaching. I do not regard whodunit texts as responsible. I think
that to a large degree they have confused and misled people, particularly the most per—
suasive of them. Taking Idgton'd Best Evidence as.an iliustration, aside from common sense,
is there any basis the averge person has for questioning his theory, really theories? No
mgttar how well=informed of well-read, almost nobody has a basis. Yet his theory is un~
tanable if you know the facts. I mean this to apply to it at each of the alleged steps.
His VCR, I understand, is currently the best-selling "d ocumentary."

My own approach has not been to try to solve the crimefs), attmactive as that
would be. I have made a study of how the basic institutions of our society wporked in
those times of great stress and sigce then. The result is that my work could be and in
fact was accurate. I know of no error at all in my first book, which was completed in
Pebruary, 1965, and I know of no significant errors and very few minor ones in the six
that followed. With the exception of two errors I picked up from the prees, the few others
are from accurate use of official records. In this I am saying that I have not misled or

misinformed anyone. b Livinea .

My first book is based entirely on the published Warren Commission documents: In
the second bock I began to use what + could see at the Nathonal Archives. As I obtained
records that had been withheld I made more and more use of them. I also did some investi-
gating, more in the King case, where as Ray's investigator I did the investigation that
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led to the evidentiary hearing, to whether or not heaﬁ be granted a trial, and for
the two weeks of that hearing.

Based on my initial contacts with the House Select Committee on Assassinations I had

nothing to do with it thereafter because I was convinced that it did not intend any real
investigations and was instead going to try to validate the official mythologles. My contacts
were with the staff, not the ‘lembers. If you have their published volumes you can see for
yourself that each hearing began with a narration of what certain critics had said, followed
by the officail effort to debunk, I am the one exéeption. I was not mentioned in any
narration and I do not recall any reference to my publishe@ work. Where I have checked
BSCA's work, aes I did for John Ray, it was §rossly-and deliberately inaccurate and oftem
entirely false. daide from othery defects in it. I had only a few days to prepare the
rebuttal statement published in its Volume 8, and the HSCA did all it could to frustrate
my acces to the records it promised to provide and to a large degree did not provide. I
finally had to begin writing without having most of# the necessary records. I had to
use a dictating machine and my wife was transcribing my dictation while I was dictating.
We finished the early morning of the day it had to be handed in. To this day I've not
read it, but I've had not a single complaint about the accuracy of its content. I know
of no other effort to rebut or refute any of its work. I cite this as a means of your
independent assessment and evaluation of its worke

Ons of you said he wrote me because I am an individual and not a publishing con-
glon?ate, suggesting this is "not perhaps as it should be." You'd have trouble getting any
responaiveness from any luxdnd conglomorate, from my experierices. One or two of you
mentioned John H. Davis' Mafia “ingfish, so I illustrate with that, intending this also
to give you an understahding of the deliberate dishonesties that taint much of the more
popular woris, ' ' ’ -

Davis asked for help. I told him he is welcome to anything I havep including copies,

..but that doing the work for him was imposeible for me. I offared.to get.a.student for him.. ... ... ...

He liked the idea, the college provided an intelligent and hard-working senior, and kxm
she spent 2 all her free time for muof\ of a year searching and copying what he wanted.
I did not look at what she copled and do not know what she did copy. She had free and un-
supervised accees. When Davis book came out he identified the late Jack Wasserman as "the
top mafia lawyer" and sald that he had rummaged through my records for much of a year.

In faot Wasserman was not a mafia lawyer at all. Ho was one of the most respected immi~

- gration lawyers. He asked nothing of my. We never laid eyes on esch other. Not only was

he never here, he never sent anyone, either, While Davis' deliberate lies were not
technically libel, there were defamatory. It took considerable effort, many many efforts,
to get this deijﬁmation removed from the paperback.
There is no factiual support For his orap about Marcello's involvement in ‘thé JFK o T T
assassination end where he has used these records they are not accurate and have no
support at all.

In this I'm alsontrying to indicate to you the problems conscientious teachers
have in using texts they have no means of evaluating. Taking Scheim's rubbish as a
different example, and for you who did not mention his book, he also alleges a mfaia job,
you do have a means of making an independent assessment: what does he say about the
assassination itself - otherfthan assuming the official mythology. Not a thing! The assasek~
nation is essential irrevelevant in his theory. He made it all upe

I can't do this with all the boocks, but because he has the credentials of a college
rrofessor, I tell you how you can evaluate Michael Kurtz's ego trip. He is so ignorant
of the basic fact he actually wrote that the TSE front steps were Jgwer than the JFX
limousine.\Mhere he has factual content he took it from the works he lambastes.

/
"How does a responsible educator deal with the Evalanches of material concerning
the assassinations of the 1960s" one of you asks, I think the only way is the way I have,
in a stidy of how the basic institutiong of our society worked.



One of yp& asks if there is a network of people interested in studying and
learning the truth. Not really. Years ago there were more but in almost all instances
they were conspiracy theoriests and most have abandoned their Interest. 4 few of the
better ones, like the magnificent Sylvia Meagher, are Gead, Bud Fensterwald has
established the Assassinations Archives and Research “enter. It goes to much trouble and
effort to be of help and to the degree it can it rrovides information in various forms,
It is at 918 F st., W, Suite510, Washington, D.C. 20004. It ledds books and ¥assettes.

t collects all it can of what I regard as the nut theoroes, too.

It is difficult, as one of you says, to know what to read. I can give only this
general gulde without going into enormous detail that * really should not take time for.

Joesten's work 1s a waste of time. He was pretty sick in the head by the time he
stated his newsletter and his mémeographed printings. Marrs', and I'm responding to
specific inquiries, is worse than a waste of time, It is a compendium of the nut
theories and he lacks information on the basic and established facts.Gandolfo's, in the
usual sense, is not a book. He xeroxed some of his correspondence and a transcript of
the House Rules Committee relating to HSCA. I can't recognize from what he says in his
On the “rial of the Assassins what Garrison and I were both involved in. Wyat he wrote
is fiction, I am not familiar with Sutton's The Order but I'm confident that they had
ho connection, as some theorize, with the JFK assassination. '

I know nothd.ng about "JI'K:T‘/‘E lystery Unrqvelad," by the Laroucheniks but I anm
certain they've made no factual injuiry and that this is more of the political theorizing
they present as fact,

Farewell America is a fake by the French SDECE, I met "Lammrre" and eEposed the
film he'd prepared based on the fictitious book, Believe me, no matter how appealjng
it may be, the book is a complete fabrication. Here again there is some basis for.an.... . ..
- evaluation: what does he say about “the cidime itself? Tt has been so long Ilve forgotten,
butIt}ﬂ.nkitisallononapage.

I like Fiatcher Prouty and believe his work where he was involved and has knowledge
is solid, as when he writes about the NSAMs. But that does not accredit what he thinks
or theoriges about the assassingtion. "esssjust as it was Bundy, not JFK, who called off
the crucial air strike at the Bay of Piga." I think this is not the way it was. That
"erucial® strikahadnotbeenagreedtoandaslrecallhadnotbeenplannedso there was
nothing to call off. Moreover, at the last minute and very reluctantly, JFK agreed to a
strike by the Navy's planes. OnlytheNavywentbythewrongtime.

I am not familiar with the Jakob and Lilli Segal "theory of the origin of AIDS (made .
--at Fort Detrick in 1979 pursuant to a contract originating — and documented in House mx
hearing on DOD Appropriations June 9, 1979)?" I am not familiar with their work and regret
that-‘-donotreadGermansoImigh' ad it. I'Vaheardasimilarrumorbutnot of any
proof.

I've not been awolved in any network and don't subscribe to any of the newsletters
because what exists %s all essentially conspiracy theoriging and I say xkmwk above what
I think of that.

Y
What is not asked I volunteer for those who teach the political assassinations.
There are a few professors who do not theorize, Of those + know those doing it longest
are Dr, David Wrone, Univ, Wisconsin, Stevens Point, 54481 and Dr, Gerald McKnight, at
local Hood College. I know that McKnight has a detailed ¥Eex outline from which he teaches.
I think he of they would send copies of the syllabus if you ask for it,

I hope I've responded adequately to what I was asked and apologize if I've wasted
time for any of you who did not ask what I addressed.

Best wishes, Harold Weisberg

A —
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6) I have been very impressed with the work of Col. Fletcher
Prouty, not only his Secret Team but alsc the series of articles
he published in Freedom--do you know these? He does a fascinating
analysis of NSAM 55-57, which he sees as JFK's attempt to topple
the CIA, subtly reversed by McGeorge Bundy, just as it was Bundy,
not JFK, who called off the crucial air strike at the Bay of Pigs.
All of this is secret history. Also the arming of Ho Chi Minh anad
Syngman Rhee in 1945, the participation of Chiang Kai-shek and
(especially) Madame Socng-Chiang at the Tehran Conference in 1943.
He believes the Soong family and others are part of the High
Cabal, who use the CIA and everybody else to manipulate world
eveants, He brings in the East India Company, Yale (Skull and
Bones), and the Repoprt from Iron Mountain (true fiction). It's
all hard to swallow but I find him very credible. What do you
think?

7) Are you familiar with the Jakob and Lilli Segal theory of the
origin of AIDS (made at Ft. Detrick in 1979 pursuant to a contract
originating--and documented--in House Hearings on DOD
Appropriations June 9, 1969)? Since you live in Frederick,
perhaps you have a special handle on this. Segals have Just
published an updated version of their book which, if you read

German, is called AIDS: dle Spur fuhrt ins Pentagon (Verlag Neuer

I've been teaching English as a foreign language here at the Univ.
of Kassel for the last 13 years. I feel pretty lonely with the
topsy-turvy world view I've acquired these past couple of years,
and my last question is, can you suggest any lines of
communication which might give some solace--correspondents,
newsletters, meetings, computer networks, whatever?

Sincerely,




