Pozt 17-2 58

Vigllenhoff Considered to Head USIA

Clark 'R. ‘Mollénhoff, @
Washington, ' ".correspondent
with ‘a reputation as a hard-
nosed investigative reporter,
is high on the list of those
being considered to head the
United, States Information
Agency, it was learned yester-

¥ : 3 b y
years' service on the U. 8. Ad-| task -forces. 1 don’t pay any have the post if potential po-|
visory Commission, on Inior—\a.ttentinn to these rumors,” he litical problems can be worked
mation, overseer of the USIA. said. “You can hear everyone |out. One is having two Califor-
The information agency from Jesus Christ to Mo-| nians at the top of the depart-|
director runs a variety of the hamm i ment. Another is the complica-'
Government’s overseas pripa:| Others on the rumor list in- tion for California Republi-
ganda and edueation pro- clude: Mark Evans, Washing- cans if they lose another seat
grams, including USIA librar-' ton TV personality and co- in the State assembly where
jes in foreign countries and chairman for Nixon’s inaugu- they hold a slim majority.
the Voice of America. The cur- ral balls; John Daly, who quit A moderate Republican,

Y.

Mollenhoff, correspondent
for the Des Moines Register
and Tribune, won &, Pulitzer
Prize in 1958 for:his stories on
labor union abuses. He has
been an ardent critic of gov-
ernment secrecy. .

Asked about the possibility
of his appointment in the
Nixon Administration, the re-
porter said, “1 ‘just couldn't
get into any discussion. I can’t
talk about it.”

Mollenhoff is familiar with
the agency from  his  three

rent director appointed by as Voice director in June after Veneman has worked closely
President’ Johnson is attorney a spat with Marks, and Abbott|with Finch on legislative is-
Leonard Marks. __ Washburn, deputy director at sues and has been ‘at odds
Other names being men- USIA during the Eisenhower with Gov. Ronald Reagan on
‘tioned as possibilities for the years. ) !pccasion. Veneman chairs a
sensitive | job are: Henry| Being mentioned for an- legislative committee that
Loomis, who served seven other high Nixon Administra- studies health problems and
years as director of VOA, and tion job is California assem- he has eriticized Reagan's cut-
Frank Shakespeare, CBS vice blyman John Veneman. He 1§ backs in the state Medicaid
president who has been Presi- a likely candidate for Under program. ‘
dent-elect Nixon's adviser on'Secretary of Health, Educa- Others being considered for
television appearances. " | tion and Welfare to serve with high posts in HEW are James

Loomls, deputy commis- California’s Lt Gov. Robert Farmer, former director of the
sioner of education after his Finch who will be HEW secre- Congress of Racial Equality,
USIA tenure, is currently ex-|tary. | and Dr. Frank Rose, presjident
ecutive director of Nixon's 21| Veneman reportedly can of the University of Alabama.




